CTAHOBHIIE

Ot: npog. n1-p Credan Hopranos Kupusios
KoJexx mo typussm — biiaroesrpan,

Bkurouen B Perucrbpa Ha akageMU4HuA cbCcTaB HA PenyOumka boarapus B
HauuonaaHus ueHTHp 3a HHGOpMaNus U JOKYMEHTAIMs 10 NPOo¢eCHOHATHO
HanpasJjenue 3.9. ,, Typuzbm*

U

YjleH HA HAY4YHO kKypH 1o o0siBeH oT FO3Y ,,Heoput Puiickn® — biaroesrpaja koHkypc
32 3a¢eMaHe HA AaKaJeMHYHA JJIb/KHOCT ,,JOLEHT* 110 00/1aCcT HA BHCIIETO 00pa3oBaHue 3.
CoumnajiHy, CTONAHCKU M MPAaBHU HAYKH, NpodecuoHanHo HanpaiaeHue 3.9 Typusbm
(,,MxoHOMEKa ¥ ynipaBJieHHe HA Typu3Ma* (Cnenuaan3npaHyu BUI0Be TYPU3BM H
TPAHCTPAHUYHO CHTPYJAHNYECTBO)), 32 HYKAUTE HA KaTeapa ,, Typuzbm*

1. IlpeacraBsiHe HA KaHIUIATA:

[To 06siBeHMsI KOHKYPC 3a 3a€MaHe Ha akaJIeMUYHATA JUTHKHOCT ,,TOIICHT * 110 00J1acT Ha
Buciieto oOpa3oBanue 3. ComManHW, CTOMAHCKH M TMPABHU HAyKH, MOpo(ecHoHATHO
Hampasienue 3.9 TypuseMm (,,lkoHOMuka u ympaBiaeHue Ha Typusma“ (Crneruanu3upaHu
BUJIOBE TYPU3BM U TPAHCIPAHUYHO CHTPYAHHMUYECTBO)), 3a HYKIUTE Ha Kareapa ,, [ypussm* e
nojan J0KyMEHTH €IMH KaHIUaT — II1. ac. I-p Pycka BenmucnaBosa boxkosa.

2. OcHoBaHue 32 HAIUCBAaHe HA CTAHOBMHIIE:

Pemenne Ha MBPBOTO 3aceaHe HA HAYYHOTO KYpPH IO MpoIeaypaTa, MPOBEISHO Ha
25.06.2026 r. - IIpotokonm Ne 1. KonkypchT € oOHapoaBaH B JIbp»KaBeH BECTHHK, Opoit
36/17.04.2026 .

Hacrosioro craHoBHIlE € U3roTBEHO Ha ocHoBaHue 3amoBeq Ne 1362/16.06.2026 1. Ha
Pexropa na KO3V ,Heodur Puncku“ — bnaroesrpaa. CbabpxkaHeTo My € CbhoOpa3eHO ¢
JEHCTBAIIUTe 3aKOH 3a pa3BUTHE Ha aKaJAeMUYHHS CbhCcTaB B PenyOnmuka bovarapus u
[IpaBunHKMKa 3a HETOBOTO MpUJIaraHe M C BBTPELIHUTE PErJIAMEHTH 3a Pa3BUTHETO Ha
akanemuunus cbeTaB B FO3Y ,,Heodut Puncku® — bnaroesrpag v B CTpyKTYpHO OTHOIICHHE
BKJIFOUBA CEJEM YaCTH M 3aKII0OUCHHC.

3. XapakTepHCTHKAa HA KaHAWAATA:

I'n. ac. n-p Pycka BennucnaBoBa bokkoBa € €IMHCTBEH KaHIMUIAT MO KOHKYypCHATa
nponenypa. Ot 2013 roguna padoru B FO3Y ,Heodur Puncku™ — bnaroesrpan, xareapa
»1ypu3bpm* Ha Ctomancku (akynrer karo ot 2015 roguHa ¥ KbM HACTOSIIUS MOMEHT 3aeMa
aKaJeMHYHaTa JIBXKHOCT ,,IJ1aBeH aCUCTEHT .

[Ipez 2006 r., Pycka BboxkoBa 3aBbpmBa OKC ,,0akamaBbp® B YHHUBEPCUTET IO
COLIMAJIHU W TOJUTHYEeCKH Hayku ,llantno®, PemyOnuka I'sprus, crienmansoct ,,IlyGnndna
anmuauctpauua. Ilpez 2009 r. B cpmms yHuBepcuteT 3aBbpmBa OKC ,Maructep®,



cnenuanHoct ,,JIkoHomuuecko u pernoHanHo passutue. Ilpez 2013 r., FO3Y ,Heodur
Puncku® - bnaroesrpan n npuckxaa OHC ,,noktop” o cnenuannoct — 05.02.18. MkoHomuka
U yIpaBJeHHE /TYpU3bM/, ChC 3aIIUTEH TUCEPTAIMOHEH TPy Ha Tema: ,,MeXIypernoHaIHN
ocobeHocTH Ha cenckus TypusbM” / nuruioma Ne 0073/18.04.2013 .

I'n. ac. n-p boxkoBa Biajiee HIKOJIKO UyKJAU €3UKa - aHTJIMHACKH, TPBLUKU U HEMCKH.

[To xoHKypcHaTa TmpolLeaypa, KaHAuWgaTa TMpEeAcCTaBd JOKYMEHTH, KOHWTO ca B
CHOTBETCTBUE C HAIMOHAJIHHWTE W3WUCKBaHUS M BbTpemHHTe npaBwia Ha KO3V ,Heodur
Puncku® — bnaroeerpan, karo: aBrobuworpadus C  HAYYHO-MU3CIEAOBATEICKH U
MHCTUTYLMOHAIHU IPUHOCH /ChIbprKalll HH(pOpMaIus 3a HayYHH TPYAOBE, y4acThe B IPOCKTH,
epa3bM MOOWIHOCTH, WHCTHUTYLMOHAJEH MPUHOC, WIEHCTBA, JOOPOBOIYECTBO/, CIpaBKa 3a
U3IBJIHCHNE HAa MUHUMAIHUTE HAIlMOHAJIHH W3HUCKBAaHUS, CHOTBETHO HA JOIBIIHUTECIHHUTE
M3HCKBaHUs, MMOCOYEHN BbB BbTpeliHuTe mpaBuia 3a pa3BUTHE Ha aKaJIeMUYHHUS ChCTaB B
03y ,Heodur Puncku“, nummom 3a oOpa3oBarenHaTta M HaydHa CTENEH ,,JJOKTOp®,
JIOKYMEHTH, YIOCTOBEPSABAIIY U3ITbIHCHUETO Ha M3UCKBaHUsATa HA Wi. 80, uit. 81, an. 2 u 3 u
1. 84, an. 2 oT Berpennure npaBuia 3a pa3BUTHE Ha akajeMuuHus cberas B FO3Y , Heoput
Puiicku®, cnpaBka 3a OpUTMHAJIHM HAyYHU NPUHOCH, C TMPUIOKEHU I0Ka3aTeJICTBa,
yAOCTOBEpEHUE 3a cTax 1o crnenuainHoctTa oT 01.04.2026 r., ynocroBepeHne 3a HAEHTUYHOCT
Ha JIUILIE C pa3IMYHU UMEHA, CIIMCHK Ha MyOJUKALlMU U pe3ioMeTa Ha OBbJITapCKU U Ha aHTITUICKU
€3UK 32 y4acTHe B KOHKypca, IeKIapaiys 3a JUIca Ha 00CTOSATENICTBA, CBbP3aHU C HAPYLICHHUS
Ha [paBa Ha UHTEJIEKTyalHa COOCTBEHOCT, 3asBJICHHE 3a IONyCKaHe JI0 y4acTHe B KOHKypca OT
17.05.2026 .

4. O0ma (KoJM4YecTBeHA M Ka4yeCTBeHa) OLCHKAa Ha y4yeOHO-IpenogaBaTecKaTa
padoTa (Ha 0a3a Ha MpeACTABeHUTE JOKYMEHTH).

Ot npencraBeHUTE TOKYMEHTH € BUAHO, Y€ € OCUTYPEHA JIEKIIMOHHA HATOBAPEHOCT OT
255 y4eOHu yaca jeknuu ¥ 255 ydeOHM yaca ynpakKHEHHs, 10 CelIeM YUeOHU TUCITUTUTMHU
CBBp3aHM ¢ KOHKypca. ChII0 Taka, MpemnojaBaTelickaTa ACHHOCT Ha KaHAWAaTa oOXBaiia
npenoAaBaHe IMpeja CTYIEHTUTE, KaKTO Ha 3aJb/DKUTEHM Taka M M30MpaeMu HCUUIUIMHU,
KOUTO pealu3upa B CIELMATHOCTUTE B Kareapa ,, [ypussm“. BuaHo € cpmio, 4e Karo
npenonaasarel, B Ctomancku dakynareT kbMm KO3V , Heodut Puncku® — bnaroesrpan, ri. ac. a-
p BboxkoBa e wm3rpagmna mMHOro no0pa ocHOBa B ydeOHO-TIpemojaBaresnckara paboTa c
HaTpynanu 3HaHus U yMeHus. Ot 2013 r. e Ha3HaueHa 3a acuCTeHT, npe3 2015 r. u KpM
MOMEHTA 3aeMa aKaJeMUYHaTa AJIbKHOCT IJIaBE€H aCUCTEHT.

5. O0ma (KoJM4YecTBEHA M KAa4YeCTBEHA) OLEHKA HAa HAYyYHHUTE H3CJIeJIBAHUS M
H3CJIe0BaTeJICKaTa 1eiHOCT (Ha 0a3a HA NpecTaBeHUTe TIOKYMEHTH).

[IpencraBeHata 1Mo KOHKypcHaTa Ipolielypa Hay4yHaTa MpPOAYKLUsS Ha KaHAUAaTa
BKJIIOYBA HAy4yHHM MpoOJIeMH, H3CJIEIBAllld WHTEPAUCLUUILUIMHAPHOTO II0JIeé Ha TypH3Ma,
YCTOMYMBOTO pa3BUTUE, TPAHCTPAHMYHOTO CBHTPYAHUUYECTBO, MUIPALMOHHUTE IPOLECH,
COLIMATHO-UKOHOMHMYECKATE KPHU3M M TAXHOTO BB3JACHCTBUE BBPXY TYPUCTUYECKUTE
JeCTUHAIMM, KaKTO M BBPXY CBhBPEMEHHHMTE TpaHCPopMauuu B 0Opa30BaHHUETO,
HPENPUEMAYECTBOTO U O1aroChCTOSTHUETO.

Hayuynure uscnensanusa Ha ri. ac. A-p boxkkoBa ce oTnuyaBaT ¢ BUCOKAa CHHEPIuUs
MEXy TEOPETUUHHUTE TIOCTAHOBKH U IIPaKTUYeCKaTa UM peanusanus. Pazpabotkure mpegarar
KOHKPETHH pELICHUS HAa CbBPEMEHHUTE IPEIU3BUKATEIICTBA B YIIPABICHUETO HA Typu3Ma. B
IIPEICTaBEHUTE TPYAOBE SICHO IPOJIUYABAT CHUCTEMATUYHMAT HM3CIECIOBATECICKH MOAXOZA U



0e3COopHUAT NPUHOCEH XapaKTep Ha aBTopa B o0lacTra Ha CIELUAIM3UPAHUTE BUJIOBE
TYpU3bM U TPAHCTPAHUYHO CHTPYIHUYECTBO. [lodmydyeHuTe eMIUpPUYHM pE3yNTaTH HMaT
JMPEKTHO TIPHJIOKHO 3HaueHHe 3a peaiaHus OusHec. TekcThT € odopMeH Ha akaJeMHUYeH H
npogecroHaleH €31K, C KOPEKTHO U3TpajieHa crieualu3upaia TEPMUHOJIOTHUSI.

B konkypca 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akaJeMHU4Ha JIBXKHOCT ,,JOUEHT , KaHIUIaTa MPEIACTaBs
00I10 CIIUCBK M pe3loMeTa Ha MyOJMKaluKu ¢ 25 HayyHU 3arjiaBus, OT KOMTO 2 COOCTBEHHU
MOHOrpaduu, 0T KOUTO €IHA MPEACTaBeHa KaTo XabuauTanuoHeH Tpya, 20 cTaTuu U JOKJIaau
/9 B my0IMKyBaHU B HAyYHH U3J1aHUs, pepeprpaHy U MHIEKCUPAHU B CBETOBHOM3BECTHU 0a3H
naHHU ¢ HayuHa uHopmanus - Web of Science, Scopus, THOMPSON REUTERS u np. u 11
nyOJIMKyBaHM B Hepe(epuUpaHU CIUCAHMsS C HAyYyHO pELEH3UpaHe WM IyOIMKyBaHU B
pelaKkTUpaHu KOJIEKTUBHU TOMOBE/, KAKTO M 2 3arjaBHs C y4acTHs B IJIaBH OT KOJEKTUBHU
MoHorpaduu u 1 y4eOHHUK 1O MEXTYHAPOJICH TYPU3bM.

Hayunara npoaykuus oTroBapss Ha HauuoHanHuTe wu3uckBaHus oT 3PACPH u
JOMBIHUTETHUTE M3UCKBAaHUS Ha Bucuieto yuwiunie. [TyOnukanuonHata NeHHOCT € JIMYHO
JIeNI0 Ha KaHAWJaTa, KaTo TOJIsIMa 4acT OT Hes € MyOJuKyBaHa B YTBBPICHU MEXIyHAPOIHU
HayyHu u3gaHus. [lo KoHKypca e mpelcTaBeHa CHpaBKa 3a U3MBIHEHHE HA MUHUMAIIHUTE
HAIIMOHAJTHU M3WCKBAaHUS M JOMBIHUTEIHUTE HM3UCKBaHUsA ¢ o0mo 1427.30 nexkmapupaHu
TOYKH, KaTO B TAX C€ BKJIIOUBAT 215 Touku OT rpyna nokasarenu E, mpu U3UCKyeMH OT BUCIIETO
yuminte 30 TOUYKM MO KOHKypcHaTa mnpoieaypa. [lo rpynu nmokaszartenu ce pasnpeneiar, 1mno
cinennus HauuH: ['pyna mokaszaten A — 50 Ttouku, rpyna nokaszaten B — 100 Touku, rpymna
nokazarenu I' — 392,3 Touku, rpyna ot nokaszarenu [ — 670 touku. KanaunarsT e aexiapupan
u 215 Toukum mo Trpyma mnokazarenu E, wu3pazsBamm ce B ydyacTHSl Ha TO3MIMUS
»Excnept/M3cnenoBaren B €IMH HAIIMOHAJTICH U CEJEM MEXAYHAPOIHN HAYYHH MTPOEKTA.

[IpencraBeHa e ChIO CIpaBKa Ha IUTUPAHU HAYYHU 3arjaBus, B KOUTO KaHIWJATa €
I'BPBU, BTOPU WUJIM TPETHU aBTOP, ¢ 0010 75 mutupanus. [IpeaBua ropHUTe KOHCTATAIIUH, TII.
ac. n-p Pycka BoxkoBa mokpwBa W B 3HAUMTENHA CTENEH HAJABUINABA MUHUMATHUTE
HAI[MOHATTHU W3WCKBaHUS M JNOMbIHUTENHUTe u3uckBanus Ha MO3Y ,Heodur Puncku® —
biaroeBrpaj 3a 3aemaHe Ha akaJeMHUYHA IJIBXKHOCT ,,JOLEHT .

6. XapaxkTepu3MpaHe HA HAYYHUTE MPUHOCH

[Ipuemam mpencraBeHuTE OT KaHIUIATa HAYYHU MPHHOCA B KOHKYpCHATa MPOLEaypa,
KOWTO Ca CHCTeMaTH3HPaHU B MET OCHOBHU HANpaBJCHHUS. Te ca HAIBJIHO PENICBAHTHH KbM
TeMaTWKata Ha OOSBEHUS KOHKYpC U 0OXBamlaT KJIIOYOBH AaCIHEKTH, CBBP3aHH C
MHTEPUCHUIIIMHAPHOTO TI0JIé HAa TYPHU3Ma, YCTOMYMBOTO pPAa3BHTHE, TPAHCTPAHHUYHOTO
CHTPYAHUYECTBO, MUTPALMOHHUTE MPOLECH, COIMATHO-UKOHOMUYECKUTE KPU3U M TAXHOTO
BB3/ICHCTBUE BBPXY TYpPHUCTHUECKUTE JIECTUHALMH, KAaKTO M BBPXY CHBPEMEHHHTE
TpaHchopMaly B 00pa3oBaHUETO, MPEAIPUEMAUECTBOTO U 0JIaroChCTOSHUETO.

B nayuynure TpynoBe Ha KaHOuAaTa HAMa JIOKAa3aHO IO 3aKOHOYCTAaHOBEHUS pea
IUIATHATCTBO. B CHOTBETCTBUE C HOPMATUBHUTE M3UCKBAHUS € MpecTaBeHa Jlekmapamus 3a
OPUTHHAITHOCT U JOCTOBEpHOCT Ha uH(opmanusaTa. C Hes ce yIoCTOBepsBa, Y€ BCUUKHU
W3II0JI3BAaHU U3TOYHUIIM 32 HAYYHUTE M3CIICIBAHUS Ca IUTUPAHU JOOPOCHBECTHO U Ca CIa3eHU
pasnopendure Ha 3aKOHa 32 aBTOPCKOTO MPaBO U CPOJHUTE MY MpaBa.

7. [domycHaTu ¢J1a00CTH, KpUTHYHH 0eJIesKKH, MPENnopPbKHU.

Ilo mpencraBeHaTa NOKyMEHTallMs B KOHKypCHaTa IpoLEAypa HsIMaM ChIIECTBEHU
3a0eNeKKM M HE OTKpUBaM JOMycHaTu cinaboctu. EnuHCTBEeHaTa MM Hpenopbka € Mo



OTHOIICHHE Ha O0O0O0OIIEHWUTE CHpaBKU. bu OWI0 TONE3HO B OBJeNIe KaHAWIATHT Ja
JeTainu3rpa nHPopMaIUsATa 3a MyOJTUKAI[MUTE, KaTO TIOCOYBA OpOsi HA CTPAHMIIUTE 3a BCSIKA
OT TAX KaKTO B CITUCBHKA C Hyﬁ]’[HKaHI/II/I, TaKa U B CIIpaBKaTa 3a U3N'bJIHCHUC HAa MUHUMAJIHUTC
HAI[MOHAJTHHU U3UCKBaHUs (CHbOTBETHO HA TOMBIHUTEIHUTE U3UCKBaHUS ). ChIIO Taka OTIPABIM
MNpenopbvKa KbM KaHAWAaTa Ja MPOABJIKU Oa HY6J'II/IKYB21 AKTUBHO CBOUTC TPYAOBC B U3JIaHUA,
pedepupaHy ¥ UHIEKCUPAHU B CBETOBHOM3BECTHH 0a3u TaHHM ¢ Hay4Ha HH(DOpMaIus.

3akjaro4YeHue

Ha 6a3ara Ha mpeicTaBeHUTE TOKYMEHTH, C KOUTO KaHUIaTa y4yacTBa B KOHKypCHaTa
npoueaypa, KakTo U MoApoOHO 3alo3HaBaHE ChC CHIIMTE, CMATaM d4e Ti. ac. A-p Pycka
BoxkoBa HaIMBIHO MOKPHUBA M3UCKBAHUSTA 32 HEOOXOAMMIEsS OpOl M KauyecTBO Ha HAYYHUTE
nyOJIMKaIuy, Cle] 3alldTa Ha JUCEPTAllMOHEH TPYyJA M 3aeMaHe Ha HACTOsIa aKaJeMH4YHa
TUTbXHOCT. [lyOnukanuuTe U HaydYHUTE TMPUHOCH B TPYIOBETE HAIMBIHO CHOTBETCTBAT HA
TeMaTHKaTa Ha KOHKypca, 1o npodecuoHanHo Hanpasienue 3.9 Typussm - (,,[ikoHoMuKa 1
ynpaeineHue Ha Typusma“ (Crnenuanu3upaHd BUAOBE TYypU3bM U TPAHCTPAHUYHO
cbTpynHudecTBo). Cren HampaBeH NOAPOOEH aHa N3 AaBaM CBOSITA MOJIOKUTENIHA OLIEHKA I10
HacTosimiaTa MpoueAypa M mpejjaraMm Ha wieHoBeTe Ha HaydHOTO >Xypu W 4je€HOBETE Ha
@axynreTHUs cbBeT Ha CronmaHckus (akyiTeT Ja ri1acyBaT MOJOKUTEIHO 32 MPUCHKIAHETO
Ha akKaJeMHUyHaTa JIbXKHOCT ,.JloneHT Ha kaHnupgara ria. ac. A-p Pycka BenuwuciaBoBa
boxkoBa B obOmact Ha Buciie oOpa3oBanue 3. ConManHW, CTONMAHCKKM M TMPAaBHH HAYKH,
npodecroHamTHO HarpasieHHe npodecnonanto HanpasiaeHue 3.9 Typussm (,,ikoHOMEKa 1
ynpaBieHue Ha Typusma“ (Creuuanus3wpaHd BHJAOBE TYPU3bM H TPaHCTPAHUYHO
CBHTPYIHHMYECTBO)), 32 HYXIUTEe Ha Karenpa ,, lypussm™ mpu O3V ,Heodur Puncku —
biaroesrpa.

17.08.2026 T. M3roTBui cTaHOBUILIETO:

bnaroesrpan /mpod. n-p Credan Kupuios/



OPINION

From: Prof. Dr. Stefan Yordanov Kirilov
College of Tourism — Blagoevgrad,

included in the Register of Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria maintained by the
National Centre for Information and Documentation in professional field 3.9
“Tourism”,

and

member of the Scientific Jury for the competition announced by South-West University
“Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad for the academic position of Associate Professor in field of
higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, professional field 3.9
“Tourism” (“Economics and Management of Tourism” (Specialized Types of Tourism
and Cross-Border Cooperation)), for the needs of the Department of Tourism

1. Presentation of the Candidate:

In response to the announced competition for the academic position of Associate
Professor in field of higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, professional
field 3.9 “Tourism” (“Economics and Management of Tourism” (Specialized Types of Tourism
and Cross-Border Cooperation)), for the needs of the Department of Tourism, one candidate
has submitted an application and the required documents — Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Ruska
Ventsislavova Bozhkova.

2. Grounds for Preparing the Opinion:

The present opinion is based on the decision adopted at the first meeting of the Scientific
Jury for the procedure, held on 25 June 2026 — Minutes No. 1. The competition was published
in the State Gazette, Issue No. 36 of 17 April 2026.

This opinion has been prepared pursuant to Order No. 1362 of 16 June 2026 issued by
the Rector of South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad. Its content is in accordance
with the applicable Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria,
the Regulations for its Implementation, and the internal regulations governing the development
of academic staff at South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad. Structurally, the
opinion comprises seven sections and a conclusion.

3. Candidate Profile:

Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Ruska Ventsislavova Bozhkova is the sole candidate in
the competition procedure. She has been working at South-West University “Neofit Rilski” —
Blagoevgrad, in the Department of Tourism at the Faculty of Economics, since 2013, and has
held the academic position of Chief Assistant Professor since 2015.

In 2006, Ruska Bozhkova obtained a Bachelor’s degree from the Panteion University
of Social and Political Sciences, Republic of Greece, majoring in Public Administration. In



2009, she obtained a Master’s degree from the same university, majoring in Economic and
Regional Development.

In 2013, South-West University ‘“Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad awarded her the
educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in specialty 05.02.18 Economics and Management

(Tourism), following the defense of her dissertation entitled “Interregional Characteristics of
Rural Tourism” (Diploma No. 0073/18 April 2013).

Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Bozhkova has proficiency in several foreign languages,
including English, Greek, and German.

As part of the competition procedure, the candidate has submitted documents that
comply with the national requirements and the internal regulations of South-West University
“Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad, including: a curriculum vitae containing information on her
scientific research and institutional contributions (including information on scientific
publications, participation in projects, Erasmus mobility activities, institutional contributions,
memberships, and volunteer activities); a report demonstrating compliance with the minimum
national requirements, as well as with the additional requirements specified in the Internal
Regulations for the Development of Academic Staff at South-West University “Neofit Rilski”;
a diploma certifying the educational and scientific degree “Doctor”; documents certifying
compliance with the requirements under Articles 80, 81(2) and (3), and 84(2) of the Internal
Regulations for the Development of Academic Staff at South-West University “Neofit Rilski”;
a report on the original scientific contributions, accompanied by supporting evidence; a
certificate of professional experience in the relevant field dated 1 April 2026; a certificate
confirming the identity of a person with different names; a list of publications and abstracts in
Bulgarian and English submitted for participation in the competition; a declaration confirming
the absence of circumstances related to violations of intellectual property rights; and an
application for admission to the competition procedure dated 17 May 2026.

4. Overall (Quantitative and Qualitative) Assessment of Teaching and Academic
Activities (Based on the Submitted Documents)

The submitted documents demonstrate that the candidate has a teaching workload
comprising 255 lecture hours and 255 practical/seminar hours, across seven academic
disciplines related to the subject of the competition. The candidate’s teaching activities also
include instruction in both compulsory and elective courses offered within the degree
programmes of the Department of Tourism.

It is also evident that, as a lecturer at the Faculty of Economics of South-West University
“Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad, Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Bozhkova has established a very
good foundation in teaching and academic work, supported by accumulated knowledge and
professional skills. She was appointed as an Assistant Professor in 2013 and has held the
academic position of Chief Assistant Professor since 2015, which she continues to hold at
present.

5. Overall (Quantitative and Qualitative) Assessment of Scientific Research and
Research Activities (Based on the Submitted Documents)

The scientific output submitted by the candidate as part of the competition procedure
addresses scientific issues within the interdisciplinary field of tourism, sustainable
development, cross-border cooperation, migration processes, socio-economic crises and their



impact on tourism destinations, as well as contemporary transformations in education,
entrepreneurship, and well-being.

The scientific research of Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Bozhkova is distinguished by a
high degree of synergy between theoretical concepts and their practical implementation. Her
studies offer concrete solutions to contemporary challenges in tourism management. The
submitted works clearly demonstrate a systematic research approach and the indisputable
substantive contribution of the author in the field of specialized types of tourism and cross-
border cooperation. The empirical results obtained have direct practical relevance for the real-
world business sector. The texts are presented in an academic and professional style, with
specialized terminology used accurately and consistently.

For the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor, the candidate has
submitted a list and abstracts comprising 25 scientific publications, including 2 single-authored
monographs, one of which is submitted as a habilitation thesis; 20 articles and conference
papers (9 published in scientific journals and proceedings abstracted and indexed in
internationally recognized scientific databases such as Web of Science, Scopus, Thomson
Reuters, and others, and 11 published in non-indexed peer-reviewed journals or in edited
collective volumes); as well as 2 contributions to chapters in collective monographs and 1
textbook on International Tourism.

The scientific output complies with the national requirements under the Law on the
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB) and with the additional
requirements of the higher education institution. The publication activity is the candidate’s own
work, with a substantial part of it published in established international scientific publications.

The candidate has submitted a report demonstrating compliance with the minimum
national requirements and the additional institutional requirements, with a total of 1,427.30
declared points, including 215 points under Group of indicators E, compared with the 30 points
required by the higher education institution under the competition procedure.

The points are distributed among the groups of indicators as follows: Group of
indicators A — 50 points; Group of indicators B — 100 points; Group of indicators G — 392.30
points; Group of indicators D — 670 points; Group of indicators E — 215 points.

The points under Group of indicators E result from participation in the capacity of
“Expert/Researcher” in one national and seven international scientific projects.

A separate list of cited scientific publications has also been submitted, in which the
candidate is the first, second, or third author, with a total of 75 citations.

In view of the above findings, Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Ruska Bozhkova meets and
significantly exceeds the minimum national requirements and the additional requirements of
South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad for holding the academic position of
Associate Professor.

6. Characterization of the Scientific Contributions

I accept the scientific contributions presented by the candidate within the competition
procedure, which are systematized into five main areas. They are fully relevant to the subject
matter of the announced competition and encompass key aspects related to the interdisciplinary
field of tourism, sustainable development, cross-border cooperation, migration processes,
socio-economic crises and their impact on tourism destinations, as well as contemporary
transformations in education, entrepreneurship, and well-being.



No plagiarism has been established in the candidate’s scientific works in accordance
with the procedure prescribed by law. In compliance with the applicable regulatory
requirements, a Declaration of Originality and Accuracy of the Information has been submitted.
It certifies that all sources used in the research have been duly and appropriately cited and that
the provisions of the Copyright and Related Rights Act have been observed.

7. Weaknesses, Critical Remarks, and Recommendations

Based on the documentation submitted as part of the competition procedure, I have no
significant remarks and have not identified any shortcomings. My only recommendation
concerns the summary reports. In the future, it would be useful for the candidate to provide
more detailed information regarding her publications by specifying the number of pages for
each publication, both in the list of publications and in the report demonstrating compliance
with the minimum national requirements (and, respectively, the additional requirements).

I also recommend that the candidate continue to actively publish her research in
scientific publications abstracted and indexed in internationally recognized scientific databases.

Conclusion

Based on the documents submitted by the candidate as part of the competition
procedure, as well as on my detailed review of these documents, I consider that Chief Assistant
Professor Dr. Ruska Bozhkova fully meets the requirements regarding the required number and
quality of scientific publications, following the defense of her doctoral dissertation and in view
of her current academic position.

The publications and scientific contributions presented in her works fully correspond to
the subject matter of the competition in professional field 3.9 “Tourism” — “Economics and
Management of Tourism” (Specialized Types of Tourism and Cross-Border Cooperation).

Following a detailed analysis, I hereby give my positive assessment in the present
procedure and recommend that the members of the Scientific Jury and the members of the
Faculty Council of the Faculty of Economics vote in favor of awarding the academic position
of Associate Professor to the candidate, Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Ruska Ventsislavova
Bozhkova, in field of higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, professional
field 3.9 “Tourism” (“Economics and Management of Tourism” (Specialized Types of Tourism
and Cross-Border Cooperation)), for the needs of the Department of Tourism at South-West
University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad.

17 August 2026 Prepared by:
Blagoevgrad Prof. Dr. Stefan Kirilov



