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aou. 1-p Teonopa KupsikoBa-/IluneBa
Karenpa ,, Typuzsm®, CTonancku ¢axyarer Ha
IOro3ananen ynusepcuret ,,Heoput Puncku‘ — bnaroesrpan,

YJIeH Ha HAy4YHO XypU B KOHKYpPC 3a 3a€MaHe Ha akajeMuyHaTta JrbxHOCT ,,JJOLEHT B
npodecnonanno Hampasinenue 3.9. Typusbm (MkoHOMHKa W ympaBieHHE Ha TypH3Ma
(Cneunanu3upany BUAOBE TYPH3bM M TPAHCTPAHUYHO CHTPYAHUYECTBO)), 00siBeH oT O3V
,Heodut Puncku“ B JIB, Op. 36 ot 17.04.2026 1.

Ocnoganue 3a _npeocmagane nHa cmanosuuwiemo. 3amnosen Ne 1362 or 16.06.2026 r. Ha
Pexropa na KO3V ,,Heodut Puncku”

l. O0001IeHH JaAHHH 32 HAYYHATA NPOAYKIUS U JeHHOCTTA HA KaHAWJAaTa

B KOHKypca ydacTBa €IMHCTBEH KaHIUIAT, 2. ac. 0-p Pycka Benyucnasosa bosickoga.
Tst npunobuBa cBosita OakanaBbpcka creneH npe3 2006r. BpB dakynrera N0 UKOHOMUKA U
nyOnuyHa aJMUHHUCTpaLUs B ATHHCKUS YHHUBEPCUTET IO COLUAIHU U MOJUTHUYECKH HAyKd
Lllanteon®, a mpe3 2009 r. B chmms yHuBepcurer 3aBbpimBa OKC , Maructsp® mo
cnenuanHoct , JIkoHoMuyecko U peruoHasHo pazBurue’. OOpa3oBaHMETO CHU CII€] TOBA
npoabkaBa B OHC ,,nokrop* B mpodecnonanto Hanpasnenue 3.9 IkoHOMEKa U yIIpaBlIeHHE
Ha Typu3Ma M 3alllUTaBa CBOS AUCEPTALMOHEH TPY/l Ha TeMa ,,Mex1yperuoHalHu OCOOCHOCTH
Ha cenckust TypusbM* (quruioma Ne 0073 ot 18.04.2013 r.). C uen pasmupsiBaHe Ha CBOSITa
kBannukanys, npe3 2020 r. ycnemHo 3apbpiiBa 1 BTopa OKC , Marucrep®, crnenuaiHocT
,IIpeBon (rppuku e3uk)“ BB Puionormyeckus akynrer Ha FO3Y ,Heodut Pumcku®.
OOpa3oBaHHETO U, KAaKTO M MOCIEIBAIOTO NPOPECHOHATHO PAa3BUTHE JIEMOHCTPUPAT
MOCJIEZIOBATETHOCT, BHCOKA aKaJeMHYHa IOJrOTOBKAa M WHTEPAMCUUIUIMHAPEH MOAXO0J B
o0jacTTa Ha COIMAJHUTE HAYKHU, MO-KOHKPETHO U B HAINpaBJICHHE TYPU3bM, JOIBIHEH
L[EJICHACOUYEHO U CIIOpe]l MHTEPHAIIMOHAIHUTE MPOIECH B YIIPABJIECHUETO HA PETUOHUTE U
€3UKOBOTO MHOrooopasue. Ilpodecuonanuusat mpt Ha O-p boxkoa craptupa npe3 2013 r.
KaTo acHCTEHT B Karefpa ,, [ ypuzbM* kbM CromaHckus akynrer, a ot 2015 r. 1o MoMeHTa T
€ IJIaBeH acUCTEHT. B chlljaTa Kareapa TS UMa OCUTypeHa ITbJHa akaJeMu4Ha 3aetocT. Karto
YJIeH Ha CBIIOTO 3BE€HO, MOTra Jla 100aBs, 4ye Hape] ¢ IpernojaBaTesickara IeHHOCT KaHAUIaThT
JIEMOHCTPHPA U3KITIOUUTENTHA aKTUBHOCT B aKaJIeMUYHHsSI OOMEH U Hay4HUS KUBOT — TS € WIEH
Ha PEIaKIIMOHHU KOJIETUH U € YTBBPJIEH PELIEH3EHT B HAKOJIKO HAy4YHHU U3/1aHNUs, KbJETO M10JI3Ba

CKCIIepTU3aTra CU IO T'PBUKU U AHTIIMHACKH €3UK 3a OEJIMTEC Ha MKOHOMHKATa Ha TypHU3Ma,



yieHyBa B ATINER (ATuHCKM HWHCTHTYT 3a oOpa3oBaHHME W U3CIEIBAaHUS), WICH € Ha
VYnpasutenuus ceBer Ha KHCB mpu IO3Y ,Heodur Puncku®“ u akTMBHO ywacTBa B
OO0IIIECTBEHONOJIE3HN Kay3u KaTo Jo0poBojen kbM ['pbukus Yepen kpber. [-p Boxkkoa
BJIaJle€ OTVINYHO aHIVIMHCKU U IPBLKHU (Ha HUBO MallunH), ChIO U HEMCKH €3UK.. Kanaunarer
€ HEM3MEHEH yYaCTHUK BbB BCUUKU MEpOINpPUATHS Ha KaTreapaTa u (pakynrera, KaTo ycIsBa Ja
Ce OTIIMYM ChC COOCTBEH MPUHOC M OTIMYHU OpPraHU3alMOHHU KauecTBa. PeoBHO ydacTBa U B
Hay4YHHM KOH(EpPEHLIMU Ha HAIIMOHAIHO M MEXAYHApOIHO HMBO. MHOTOKpAaTHO € TMOJI3BaHa 3a
IIPEeBOJIaY MU 3alIUTU Ha JUIUIOMHM pabOTH M JOKTOPCKHM TUCEPTALMHU C Uy)KJIECTPaHHU
cryaeHTd. Beuuko ToBa odopMsa npoduia Ha eIuH JIeeH Kojera ¢ peaulia MO3HaHUS U
KayecTBa, JIOKa3aHW B IpenojaBaTeiicKaTa W upe3 chenuduueH npoduin Ha HEHHHUTE

n3CJIICABaHUA.

1. Ouenka Ha HAYYHUTE U HA MPAKTHYECKUTE Pe3yJITATH HA MPeACTABEHATA 32
ydyacTHe B KOHKYpca NpoAyKIHs
[lo oTHOLIEHHE HAa KOHKYpCa, € HaJUYeH IIbJIEH KOMIUIEKT MAaTepuaayd Ha XapTUEH U

€JIEKTPOHEH HOcUTeN. BCUUKM MpencTaBeHn TOKYMEHTH M J0Ka3aTeJICTBA 3a MOKpHUBAHE Ha
HM3UCKBAHMUATA ca B NBIHO CchoTBercTBHE C¢ Wi. 24, ain. 1 or 3PACPB u ¢ un. 53, an. 1 or
[ITI3PACPB, Taka um M3OBJIHIBAT JONBJIHUTEIHUTE BBTPELIHM IPABUJIA 32 PAa3BUTHETO Ha
akajgeMuuHus cberaB Ha fOrosanannusa yHusepcureT. [IpeacraBeHara Hay4yHa NpOAYyKLIHs Ha
i1 ac. 1-p Pycka bokkoBa Han'bJIHO MOKPUBA U 3HAYUTENHO MPEBUIIaBa KAKTO MUHUMAJIHUTE
HAIlMOHAJIHU M3MCKBaHUS, Taka W 3aJ0KEHMs] yHUBEpCcUTETCKHM cTaHnapT. CrpaBkara 3a
HAllMOHAJTHUTE HAy4yHHU IOKa3aTenu € MokaszarenHa ocobeHo B I'pymu I' u E. OGmmsr
HAayKOMETPUYEH aKTUB Ha KaHAMJaTa Bb3/IKM3a Ha 1327.6 ToukH, KOUTO AaBaT aJ€KBAaTEH U3pa3
Ha roclieioBaTeIHaTa paboTa Ha KaHAUIaTa.

I'n. ac. n-p Pycka boxkoBa ydacTBa B KOHKypca ¢ 25 myOuuKanuu, oT KOUTO JIBa
CaMOCTOSITETHU MOHOTpaduyHM TpyJa (eOIMHUSAT € Ha Oa3aTa Ha 3allUTeHaTa JOKTOpCKa
aucepTanus). XaOMINTAMOHHUAT TPYA Ha KaHauAara € MoHorpadusra ,,Crenuanu3upaiu
BUJIOBE TYPU3BM B TpaHCTpaHUYHMS pervoH bearapus — I'espuus® (ISBN: 978-954-00-0321-4,
176 ctp.), KOATO ce OTJINYaBa ChC CBOSI CUCTEMEH IPOCTPAHCTBEH U PETHOHAJIEH aHAIU3 Ha
anTepHaTUBHUTE (POPMH HA TypU3bM B FPaHUYHATA 30HA MEXY JBETE IbpKaBu. TpyabT uma
MOJYEPTAH TPUHOCEH XapaKTep B Hay4yHaTa JIMTEpaTypa IO PETHOHATHA MKOHOMHKA U
TypU3BbM, KATO OCHOBHUTE MY OTJIMYMTEIHU YEPTU U aKLEHTH BKIIOUBAT UHTETPUPAH MOAXO]
MIPU TPAHCTPAHUYHOTO CHTPYIHUYECTBO U MHTETPALIMS; BKIIIOUEH € U 6orar (akToJIOrnyeH u
eMIUPUYEH MaTepual U UMa MPAKTUKO-TIPUIIOKHA CTOWHOCT MO OTHOIICHHWE MPUHIUIIUTE Ha

YCTOHYHMBOTO Pa3BUTHE.



KanaumaTbT vMa JBE TJaBH OT KOJEKTHBHH MOHOTpadMu, OT KOUTO €JHaTa € Ha
AQHTTIUICKK €3WK. ABTOp € M Ha y4eOHHK 1O MEXIyHapoaeH TypusbM. OTKposBar ce
3HAYMTETHUAT Opoit Ha ctaruute (N=20), KaTto ciexBa Ja ce momdyeprae, 4e 9 OT TAX ca
uHaekcupanu u pepepupanu B 6azute SCOPUS/Wo0S nomana B kBaptui 1 Ha SCOPUS, KOETO
CBHJICTEIICTBA 3a CEPUO3CH M3CIIECIOBATEICKH IMOTCHIUAT U CTPEMEX KbM MEXKTYyHapPOIHUTE
HAy4YHU cTaHAapTH. JIOMBIHUTETHO, KaHIUAATHT MPOIbIDKABA Ja pabOTH B Ta3H MOCOKA, KATO
CBII0 MMa TMPHUETH, HO BCE OIE HEMyOJMKYBaHU TPYJOBE C HWHIEKcanus. B oOoOmieHue,
ISUTOCTHATA MPOIYKIMS Ha III. ac. A-p BoKkoBa cMTHaIM3Mpa yCIellHa HaydHaTa pabora, a
CBIIO W MOCTUTaHEe Ha JOOpO MpU3HAHKWE B CBETOBHATA aKaJieMU4YHA OOIIHOCT. Moxe na ce
3aKJIFOYH, Y€ KaHJAUJIATHT 32 JIOICHT UMa Mo I4epTaHa aHTKUPAHOCT KbM III00ATHO aKTyaTHH,

a ChIIO U KbM 3HAYMMH BBIIPOCH B 00JIACTTa HA U MEXKAYPETrHOHAIHOTO Pa3BUTHE HA TypU3Ma.

1. Ouenka Ha HAyYHHTe M HA MPAKTHYECKUTEe MPUHOCH HA MpeAcTABeHATa 3a
ydyacTue B KOHKYpca TBOpYecKa NpPoayKIusl

Hapen ¢ xonnuecTBeHUTE OKA3aTeNN, HAyYHATa U HAyYHO-TIPUIIOKHATA IPOAYKLIMS HA
ri. ac. 1-p Pycka boxxkoBa T ycrisiBa fa ce OTIM4U ¢ AbI00YMHA U LIMPOK CIIEKTHP B MOJIETO
Ha MEXIyHapoOJHHUS W TpaHCTpaHW4YHMs TypusbM. HeiHure npuHocum morar na Obaar
0000IIeHN B YETHPU OCHOBHHM HAy4YHHM HAIpaBICHHSA. 32 MOCTH)KCHHWE B HampasieHue |
»Cheyuanusupanu 6udose mypuzvm U MPAHCZPAHUYHO CbMPYOHUYecmeo  CBUIECTEICTBA
OCHOBHMAT XaOWJMTAIMOHEH TpyA (MoHorpadwus) ,,Crnenuaiu3vpaHd BUAOBE TYypU3bM B
TpaHcrpaHuuHus pernoH bwarapus - I'sprusa® (2023 r.) m chIbTCTBAIIMTE ITyOJUKALIIH
u3cieABaT MOTEHIMalla Ha IMOrPAaHUYHUTE 30HU. ABTOpPBT Npejiara JAeTailjeH Mojen 3a
YCTOWYMBO PErMOHAIHO IIAHUPAHE, U3TPAJIEH BbPXY ClleHU(UKUTE HA JECTUHALIUNUTE B JABETE
cbhceHU AbpkaBu. Karo BTopa rpyna e HampaBieHUe ,,7Vpusvm 6 ycioeuama Ha Kpusu u
muepayuonnu npoyecu. PeanusupaHuM ca WHOBAaTUBHM W HW3KIIOYUTEIHO AaKTyaJlHU
MpOyYBaHMS 3a BIMSHMETO Ha OeXaHcKaTa W MHIpallMOHHaTa Kpu3a BBbpPXY TIpblKaTa
TypUcTHYeCcKa UHIYCTpHsl. BKiIIoueHU ca u aHalu31 Ha pUCKOBATa Cpejia 3a MAJIKUTE U CPEeIHU
OpeanpusATHs B Typu3Ma (KbIIU 3a TOCTH U ceMeiHM XxoTenu) B ycinoBusata Ha COVID-19
na"aemusaTa. Ha Tpeto MscTo € HampaBieHue ,,Ycmouuugo pazgumue u coyuantu yuKyuu Ha
mypuzma®“, KbJIETO KaHAUAATHT pasliiekJa Bpb3KaTa MEXAy pa3BUTHETO Ha Typu3Ma M
HaMaJsIBAHETO Ha HHUBaTa Ha OelHOCT B bbirapus, KakTo M BBIPOCHUTE, CBBP3aHU ChC
COIIMATHOTO TIPEANPUEMAUECTBO M MPHUIOOMBAHETO HA ,,3€JI€HU U YCTOWYMBU YMEHHS OT
mitagure xopa. C Te3W YeTHpU OCHOBHHM HalpaBiIeHUs HayyHUAT npodun Ha A-p Pycka

boxxkoBa HambIHO U CAHOBPCMCHHO OTroBaps Ha U3HMCKBAHUATA HA 00sIBeHM ST KOHKYPC, KaTo



€IHOBPEMEHHO C TOBa JACMOHCTpHpA IIMPOK aKaJIEeMHYCH O0XBAaT, KOMTO BKIIIOYBA KaKTO
HUIIIOBHS, TakKa W MacoBHS Typu3bM. Tasum cuMOMO3a MEXIy TECHH CIeHUaTH3UPaHU
W3CIE/BAaHUS B TPAHCTPAHUYHUTE PETMOHM U TO-IIUPOKO pazOupaHe 3a TI0OATHHTE
TYPUCTHYECKH MTOTOIM ¥ MAaCOBHS TYPUCTHUECKH MPOIYKT YTBBPIK/IaBa BUCOKATA TEOPETUYHA
Y TIpaKTUYECKa IMOJArOTOBKA Ha KaHIuaTa.

W3kmrounTenHO cuiiHA CTpaHa Ha KaHAMWAAaTa € M HeWHaTa MPOEKTHA JCHHOCT upes
paboTa B YHHMBEPCUTETCKH, HAIMOHAIHU W MEXIyHapoaHu wuHHNUatuBu. J[-p Boxkkosa
JIEMOHCTpHpPA 3aBUIHA YMEHUS 3a pab0Ta B MYJITHHAIIMOHAJIHU SKUITH. 151 BlIajiee rPbIKU €3UK
Ha HMBO MaluWH, KOETO 5 MIPaBH HE3aMEHUM YYAaCTHHK B IOJTrOTOBKATAa M pealn3alusiTa Ha
CHbBMECTHHU MPOEKTU U OCHIIECTBIBAHETO HA HETYBPKHUHI — Ch3JaBaHE HA YCTONYHMBHU TPYyIIH,
aKaJIEeMUYHU MApPTHBOPCTBA M MPEXKH, MO-CICHHUAIHO IO MPOTrpaMUTE 3a TPAHCTPAHUYHO
cerpynnudectBo INTERREG (mamp. mpoektute ,,BORDERLESS CULTURE®, ,,AGRI
ABILITY*, ,,TOURISM-€e*) u o6pazoBarennara nporpama ,,Epazsm+* (,, LMPT*, ,,SOSUSK*,
»SuReTo*, ,,FAIRNESS®, ,,ToOAUFM®). [lo mou nuunu Habmomenus, mi. ac. n-p Pycka
BoxxkoBa nmpuTtekaBa OTIMYHU YMEHHUS 32 pad0Ta B €KHII, KOJIETHATHA TOJIEPAHTHOCT U BHCOK
aKaJeMH3bM, KOUTO TS YCIENIHO IMpelaBa Ha CBOUTE CTYIEHTH B €KeJHEBHATa CHU
npenojgaBaresicka pabora. Ts paboTH M3KIIOYHMTEIIHO AaKTHBHO 33 BBBEXKIAHETO H
YTBBPKIABAaHETO HA JOOpU MOJAENU M TMPAKTUKH [MOCTUTAaHE Ha EBPOIEHCKU CTaHAApTH B

OBATapCKUS TYPUIBM.

V.  KpuTu4Hu 6ejie’kkH U NpenopbKu

Hsimam KpUTHYHHM Oe/IeKKM KbM KaHAMJAATa 10 KOHKypca TJ. ac. a-p Pycka
boxkoBa. B mmpHa cTENeH TS M3ITBIHSIBA HAaYKOMCTPHUYHUTEC MHAUKATOPH, ITOCTUTA BUCOKU
HAY4YHO-TIPUJIOXKHU PE3YJITaTH, UMa OTJIIMYHU MTPO(PECHOHATHO-aKaJJIeMUYHH, C KOETO HAIIBJIHO
OTroBaps Ha U3MCKBaHMATA 32 3a€MaHE Ha akaJleMUYHaTa JITbXKHOCT ,,oleHT . [Ipenopbkara
MHU KbM HCA € Oa MNPOABIDKH Ja pa60T1/1 B 1/136paHaTa HaydYHa HACOKa W AaKTHBHO [a
HOIYJISIPU3UPa Pe3yATaTUTE OT CBOATA HAYYHOU3CIIEI0BATENICKA pab0OTa B MEXK/JyHapO/ICH IIaH
Yype3 HOBU MyOJuKanuu (MpU BB3MOXKHOCT CHBMECTHO M C UY)XISCTPaHHU YYEHH) B
pedepupanu MEXIYHAPOJHU M3JaHUS C BUCOK MMIAKT (aKTOp M Jla y4yacTBa B MPECTHIKHU
MEXYHAapOJAHU HAyYHH (POPYMH, KOETO JOM'BIIHUTEIHO 1€ MOBUIIN BUANMOCTTA HA HEHHUTE

MIPUHOCH.



V. 3aki0ueHne

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha mpeacTaBeHHWTE MaTepUalld, HaydHaTa OPOAYKLMs, IPOEKTHA H
aKaJIeMUYHa JIEHHOCT, KaKTO W MPeIBUJ BUCOKHS NPOPECHOHATNU3BM Ha KaHIHIATa, CUUTAM,
ye 1. ac. A-p Pycka BenuucnaBoBa bokkoBa Ham'bIHO OTroBapsi Ha KpUTEPUHUTE U
W3HCKBAaHUATA, 3aJeTHAJM B 3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHETO Ha akaJeMU4HUs cbCcTaB B PemyOnmka
boarapus (3PACPB), IlpaBunnuka 3a neroBoto npuiarane (IIII3PACPB) u Bwrpemnure
IpaBuJja 3a pa3BUTHE Ha akageMuyHus cberaB B FO3Y ,Heodut Puncku® — biaroesrpan.

C nbaHO yOexIeHHE JaBaM CBOETO IIOJOXHMTEIHO CTAHOBMIIE W IpeajaraM Ha
yBa)kKaeMOTO Hay4HO JKypH Jia B3eMe peleHue Ii. ac. aA-p Pycka BennucnaBosa boxkoBa na
3aeMe aKaJeMHYHaTa JIBKHOCT ,,JIOUEHT Mo npodecuoHanHo HampasieHue 3.9. Typussm
(MxonoMuka u ynpasieHue Ha Typusma (Criennanu3upany BUAOBE TYPU3bM U TPAHCTPAHUYHO

cbTpynuuyectBo)) B Ctonanckus paxyntet Ha KO3V ,,Heodut Pumncku®.

20.08.2026 . UJEH HA KYPHTO:: tuvnreenrenneneannannnnn.
BbaaroeBrpan ooy. 0-p Teooopa Kupakoea-/[unesa



FOTOZ4ANAAEH YHUBEPCUTET
‘HEOPUT PUNCKW-
BAATOCBIPAA

from

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Teodora Kiryakova-Dineva
Department of Tourism, Faculty of Economics
South-West University "Neofit Rilski" - Blagoevgrad,

member of the scientific jury on a competition for the academic position of “associate
professor” in the professional field 3.9. Tourism (Economics and Tourism Management
(Specialized Types of Tourism and Cross-Border Cooperation)), announced by the South-West
University "Neofit Rilski" in the State Gazette, issue 36 of 17.04.2026.

Grounds for presenting the opinion : in accordance with Order No. 1362 of 16.06.2026 of the
Rector of the South-West University “Neofit Rilski”

l. Summary data on the candidate's scientific output and activities

Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Ruska Ventsislavova Bozhkova is the sole candidate
participating in the competition. She obtained her Bachelor’s degree in 2006 at the Faculty of
Economics and Public Administration at the Athens University of Social and Political Sciences
“Pantheon”, and in 2009 she graduated from the same university with a Master's degree in
“Economic and Regional Development”. She then continued her education in the PhD training
program in the scientific specialty 3.9 Economics and Management of Tourism and defended
her dissertation on the topic “Interregional Features of Rural Tourism” (diploma No. 0073 of
18.04.2013). In order to expand her qualifications, in 2020 she successfully completed a second
Master’s degree, specialty “Translation (Greek)” at the Faculty of Philology of the South-West
University “Neofit Rilski”. Her education, as well as her subsequent professional development,
demonstrate consistency, high academic preparation and an interdisciplinary approach in the
field of social sciences, more specifically in the field of tourism, supplemented purposefully
and according to international processes in regional management and linguistic diversity.

Dr. Bozhkova’s professional path started in 2013 as assistant professor in the
Department of Tourism at the Faculty of Economics, and from 2015 to the present she holds
the position of a senior assistant professor. In the same department she has a full academic
employment. As a member of the same unit, | can add that in addition to her teaching activities,
the candidate demonstrates exceptional activity in academic exchange and scientific life - she

is a member of editorial boards and is an established reviewer in several scientific publications,



where she uses her expertise in Greek and English for the purposes of tourism economics; she
is a member of ATINER (Athens Institute for Education and Research); she is a member of the
Board of Directors of the Confederation of Bulgarian Trade Unions at the South-West
University “Neofit Rilski” and actively participates in public benefit causes as a volunteer with
the Greek Red Cross. Dr. Bozhkova is fluent in English and Greek (at the mother tongue level),
as well as German. The candidate is a constant participant in all events of the department and
faculty, managing to distinguish herself with her own contribution and excellent organizational
skills. She also regularly participates in scientific conferences at the national and international
level. She has been repeatedly used as a translator at the defense of diploma theses and doctoral
dissertations with foreign students. All this shapes the profile of an active colleague with a
number of knowledge and qualities proven in teaching and through a specific profile of her

research.

Il. Evaluation of the scientific and practical results of the production submitted for
participation in the competition
Regarding the competition, a full set of materials on paper and electronic media is

available. All submitted documents and evidence of meeting the requirements are in full
compliance with Art. 24, para. 1 of the Law on Academic Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria
and with Art. 53, para. 1 of the Law on Academic Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria, and also
comply with the additional internal rules for the development of the academic staff of the South-
West University. The presented scientific production of Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Ruska
Bozhkova fully covers and significantly exceeds both the minimum national requirements and
the set university standard. The reference for national scientific results is indicative especially
in Groups D and E. The total scientometric asset of the candidate amounts to 1327.6 points,
which reflect the consistent work of the candidate.

Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Ruska Bozhkova participates in the competition with 25
publications, of which two independent monographic works (one is based on the defended
doctoral dissertation). The candidate's habilitation work is the monograph “Specialized Types
of Tourism in the Cross-Border Region Bulgaria — Greece” (ISBN: 978-954-00-0321-4, 176
pages), which is distinguished by its systematic spatial and regional analysis of alternative
forms of tourism in the border area between the two countries. The work has a marked
contribution to the scientific literature on regional economics and tourism, as its main
distinctive features and emphases include an integrated approach to cross-border cooperation
and integration, includes rich factual and empirical material and has practical and applied value



in relation to the principles of sustainable development.

Two chapters of collective monographs are also registered, one of which is in English.
The candidate is also the author of a textbook on international tourism. The significant number
of articles (20) stands out, and it should be emphasized that 9 of them are indexed and
referenced, such as one of them falls into the quartile 1 of Scopus , which testifies to serious
research potential and striving for international scientific standards. Additionally, she is
actively working in this direction, and also has accepted, but not yet published works with
indexing. In summary, the overall production of Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Bozhkova
indicates active scientific work, as well as good recognition in the international academic
community, along with commitment to current and socially significant issues in the field of

global and interregional tourism development.

I11. Evaluation of the scientific and practical contributions of the production
submitted for participation in the competition

In addition to the quantitative indicators, the scientific and applied scientific production
of Dr. Ruska Bozhkova should be distinguished by its depth and wide range of research in the
field of international and transborder tourism. Her contributions can be summarized in four
main scientific areas. Achievement in Area 1 “Specialized types of tourism and cross-border
cooperation “ is evidenced by the main habilitation work (monograph) "Specialized types of
tourism in the cross-border region Bulgaria - Greece" (2023) and the accompanying
publications exploring the potential of border areas. The author offers a detailed model for
sustainable regional planning, built on the specifics of the destinations in the two neighboring
countries. The second group is the Area "Tourism in times of crises and migration processes".
Innovative and extremely relevant studies have been carried out on the impact of the refugee
and migration crisis on the Greek tourism industry. Analyses of the risk environment for small
and medium-sized enterprises in tourism (guest houses and family hotels) in the conditions of
the COVID-19 pandemic are also included. In third place is the Direction "Sustainable
Development and Social Functions of Tourism™ where the candidate examines the relationship
between the development of tourism and the reduction of poverty levels in Bulgaria, as well as
issues related to social entrepreneurship and the acquisition of "green" and sustainable skills by
young people. With these four main directions, the scientific profile of Dr. Ruska Bozhkova
fully and simultaneously meets the requirements of the announced competition, while
simultaneously demonstrating a broad academic scope that includes both niche and mass

tourism. This symbiosis between narrow specialized research in cross-border regions and a



broader understanding of global tourist flows and the mass tourism product confirms the
candidate's high theoretical and practical training.

An exceptional strength of the candidate is her project work through work in university,
national and international initiatives. Dr. Bozhkova demonstrates enviable skills for working in
multinational teams. She speaks Greek at a native level, which makes her an indispensable
participant in the preparation and implementation of joint projects and the implementation of
networking - creating sustainable groups, academic partnerships and networks, in particular
under the INTERREG cross-border cooperation programs (e.g. the projects "BORDERLESS
CULTURE", "AGRI ABILITY", "TOURISM-e") and the Erasmus+ educational program
("LMPT", "SOSUSK", "SuReTo", "FAIRNESS", "ToOAUFM"). My personal observations
confirm that Senior Asst. Prof. Dr. Ruska Bozhkova possesses excellent teamwork skills,
collegial tolerance and high academicism, which she successfully transmits to her students in
her daily teaching work. She works extremely actively to introduce and promote good models

and practices to achieve European standards in Bulgarian tourism.

IV.  Critical notes and recommendations

I have no critical remarks about the candidate in the competition, Senior Assistant
Professor Dr. Ruska Bozhkova. Given the excellent and comprehensive implementation of the
scientometric indicators for occupying the academic position of "associate professor” and in
view of the high scientific and applied results and the outstanding excellent teaching activity of
the candidate. My recommendation to her is to continue working in the chosen scientific
direction and to actively promote the results of her research work internationally through new
joint publications (if possible with in co-authorship with foreign researchers) in refereed
international journals with a high impact factor and to participate in prestigious international

scientific forums, which will further increase the visibility of her contributions.

V. Conclusion

Based on the submitted materials, scientific production, project and academic activities,
as well as considering the high professionalism of the candidate, | believe that Senior Assistant
Professor Dr. Ruska Ventsislavova Bozhkova fully meets the criteria and requirements set forth
in the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ADSRB),
the Regulations for its Implementation (PPZRASRB) and the Internal Rules on the
Development of the Academic Staff of the South-West University "Neofit Rilski" -
Blagoevgrad.



With full conviction, | give my positive opinion and propose to the esteemed scientific
jury to decide that Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Ruska Ventsislavova Bozhkova should
occupy the academic position of “associate professor” in the professional field 3.9. Tourism
(Economics and Tourism Management (Specialized Types of Tourism and Cross-Border

Cooperation)) at the Faculty of Economics of the South-West University “Neofit Rilski”.

20.08.2026 Jury member:: ...
Blagoevgrad Assoc. Prof. Dr. Teodora Kiryakova-Dineva



