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Ha goktopanT Jlumutep BecenunoB BennukoB, ¢ TemMa Ha JIUCEPTALMOHEH TPYI
»<Akanemuunuar PR B MozaepHata menuiiH cpena: MH(QOPMALMOHHU U KOMYHUKAIIMOHHU
aCIeKTH Ha pealusiTa MOTPeOUTEeN — COLMAIIHA MPEXHU', MpodeCHOHAITHO HampaBiieHue 3.5.
OOmiecTBeHN KOMYHUKAIIMU U HHGQOpMAIMOHHHN Hayku, lOro3amanen yHuBepcurer ,,Heodur
Puncku®, bnaroesrpan.

Hayuen pwkoBoauten: npod. n-p Tepesa Tpenuesa.

Hucepranusta € ¢ obeM 264 cTpaHUIM U CE€ CbCTOM OT ChIbpP’KaHUE, BbBEACHUE, 3
IJIaBH, 3aKJII0UYEHUE, IPUHOCH, LIUTUPAHA JUTEepaTypa U NpUIokeHus. B HacTosus TekcT ca
npuiioxxkenu 32 tabmuiu u 20 purypute. 3a pa3paboTBaHeTO Ha qUCEpTAIUATA Ca U3MOI3BaHU
Y OUTHpaHU 58 M3TOUHUIM Ha Obarapckd v 161 WITOYHUIIM HA aHTIUICKH €3UK, KaKTo U 37
WHTEPHET N3HOYHUIIH.

3asBeHaTa 3a M3CIe/IBaHE T€Ma € Ba)KHA, NMPUOPHUTETHA U 3J1000/IHEBHA, aBTOPCKHST
MOJIXO/ Ha TOKTOPaHTa € MPaBWJIEH, a U3BOJAUTE U MHTEPIPETALUUTE NIpUeMaM. AKLEHTHT €
MOCTaBeH BBHPXY MHPOPMAIMOHHUTE U KOMYHUKAIIMOHHUTE ACTIEKTH Ha B3aWMOJICHCTBHETO
MEXIy aKaJeMHYHUTEC WHCTHTYIMA W TEXHUTE ayIUTOPHH UYpe3 COIMATHUTE MPEXKH.
W3BbpiieH € aHaiu3 Ha poiisiTa Ha akageMuuHus PR, kato e moauepTaHo 3HAaUYE€HUETO Ha
CTpaTEeTMUECKOTO YyMpaBieHWe Ha HHPopManusaTa U e(eKTHBHATa KOMYHHKAIMs C

ayJIUTOPHATA 32 U3TPAXkKJAAHETO HA JOBEPUE U YCTOMYMBA MHCTUTYLIMOHAIHA PEITyTaLusl.

B | I'naBa ,,Teopernunu ocHoBU Ha akanemuHus PR B monepnara menuiiHa cpena“,
JIOKTOPAHT BenuuykoB M3rpakja TEOpPEeTHYHATa paMKa Ha JAMCEPTALlMOHHOTO HU3CIIEIBAHE.
CucremMaTu3upaHu ca OCHOBHU KOHUEIMUWU, MOJETU U MOAXOIU, CBbP3aHU C aKaJIeMHUYHUS
PR, xaro e mpemioxxeHa HeroBa neuHUIS kKato crenuduana ¢opMa Ha WHCTUTYIIMOHAIIHA
KOMYHHUKAIIMs, HACOUEHA KbM YIPaABJICHWE HAa B3aWMOOTHOIICHUSTA MEXKY YHHUBEPCUTCTHUTE

1 TCXHUTC BbTPCUIHU U BbHIITHU Hy6J'II/IKI/I.
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Il TnaBa or HayuHnus Tpya — ,,AxkageMuyHusaT PR u quruTasiHNTe KOMYHUKAIIUU B
COLIMAIHUTE MPEXH, € C aHAIUTUYCH W MOJICTHO OPUEHTHUPAH XapaKTep M HaJArpaxkia
TEOPETUYHUTE NTOCTAHOBKHU 4pe3 cUcTeMeH aHainu3. ColuaaIHuTe MPEXHU ca pasrieaaHu KaTo
JUHAMHYHAa KOMYHHMKAI[MOHHAa CHCTeMa, B KOSTO ce€ MpemiuTaT HWH(POPMAIMOHHH,
E€MOLIMOHAJIHM W TIOBelIeHYeckH ¢akTopu. B rasm rnmaBa ce pasriexia MpolechT Ha
CTpPATeTUYECKO IUIAaHHWpaHEe, pealu3auus W OleHKa Ha Kammanuute. l[lomuepraBa ce
3HAYEHHETO Ha BU3YaIHOTO ChIbpiKaHKe U T.Hap. storytelling.

B Il I'maBa, o3arnaBena ,,AxkamemMuueH PR u MonepHU TEXHOJOTHHM B COIIMAIHHUTE
MpEXU — Harjlach M BB3NPUATUA, ca MPECTaBEHH PE3yJNTaTUTE OT MPOBEIECHO EMIHPUYHO
COIIMOJIOTUYECKO H3CJIC/IBAHE, HACOYCHO KbM aHaJIM3 Ha Harjiacute, MOBEACHUETO U

BB3IPUATHATA HA PA3JIMYHU ayIUTOPUH CIPSIMO akaaeMu4Hus PR B connanHuTe Mpexu.

AKTYaJHOCT HA U3CJIeABaHaTa NpodJjieMaTuKa.

Jururanuzanusata ¥ TpaHcopMaluaTa Ha KOMYHHMKAaIUsATa, HEOOXOJUMOCTTa OT
OCMHUCIISIHE Ha pGHYTaLII/I}ITa u IlOBGpI/IeTO KaTto CTpaTGFI/I‘-IeCKI/I aKTHUBHU, HO U IlByCTpaHHaTa
KOMYHHKAIIMS ¥ aHTQXXHPAHOCT HA ayJUTOpHUATA U IIEJITa 3a MPOMSHA HAa OYAKBAHMSTA Ha
O0IIECTBOTO U CTYJAEHTHUTE, Ca MPEAINOCTaBKUTE, OMPEIEISIIN aKTyaTHOCTTa Ha U3CIeABaHUS

B T€MaTa MpooeM.

Touno dopmyJupann Head M 3aga4yum Ha jaucepranusita. O0ekT W mnpeaMeT Ha
H3CJIeIBAHeTO.

JlokTopanT BennukoB cH MOCTaBsl HAKOJIKO HAyYBOM3CIIEIOBATENCKU 1€ B LIMPOK
Uana3oH — OT pa3BUTHE M €BOJONMS Ha akaaemuunuss PR, 1o pa3paborBane Ha
KOHIlenTyajeH Mojen Ha PR crpaterms 3a ympaBieHue Ha akaJeMHMyHa KOMYHUKAIUs U
MHCTUTYLIMOHAJHA PEIyTalus, NPUJIOKUMH B ChbBpEMEHHATa MeMiHa cpeia

OO0eKT ¥ npeAMET Ha U3CJIEIBAHETO ca SICHO (hOopMyIHpaHu.

MeTtonomnorusita € npe3eHTUpaHa KOPEKTHO — YPe3 OTrOBapsIIY HA MOCTaBEHUTE LENU
W 33Jauyd  JIOTMYECKO-aHAJUTUYEH, CTaTHUCTHYECKH, PETPOCIEKTUBEH, HOPMAaTUBEH,
TEJICOJIOTHYEH W CUCTEMEH IIOJIXOJ, ChUYETAaHH ChC CPABHHUTEJIECH aHalIM3, 3asBEHOTO €
MIOCTUTHATO.

[IpenmnocraBeHa e XUMNoTe3a, a UMEHHO: ,,EpeKTUBHOTO mpuiiaraHe Ha aKaAeMHYHUS
PR B aururanHata ¥ MeauiiHa cpejia, BKIIOYUTEIIHO Ype3 COLMAIHUTE MPEXKH, MoAo0psBa

KOMYHUKAIUATA MCKAY aAKAaACMUYHUTC MUHCTUTYIHUU U TCEXHUTC ayJAUTOpPHUH, YKPCIIBA
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HHCTUTYLIMOHAJIHATA  pernyTanusa n JOBEPUC u IMOoBUIIIaBa  aHraXXUpaHOCTTa  Ha

norpedutenure’. OnucaHo € KOPEKTHO U OTPAaHUYCHUE HA U3CIIEIBAHETO.

KopekTHOCT nNpy HMTHPAHETO HA NPeACTABUTEIeH OPoil aBTOPH.

[{uTupanuTe HAy4YHH HU3TOUYHULM Ca MPEICTaBEHH, HU3MBIHIBANKUA (QopMalHUTE
n3uckBanus. Hamune ca mozoBaBaHus U 00cCiie/IBaHE HA JOKYMEHTH, 3aKOHU U INPOLIEIYypH B
nedateH (opMaT u AUrUTaNeH (popMaT ¢ OHJIANH JOCTHII.

[TokazaHaTa 3amoO3HATOCT ChC CHCTOSHUETO Ha pasriiek[aHaTta mpodjemMaruka u

CHOTBETCTBUCTO HA U3IIOJI3BAHATA JIUTCpaATypa NprueMaM 3a pCIICBaHTHH.

Hasmmuue Ha 000cHOBaH M pa3padoTeH TeopeTHYeH Mo/esl HA U3CJIeABAHETO.

B mucepranuoHHUSA TpyZA ca HaIULE TEOPETUYHHM, METOJNOJIOTMYECKH W IPUIIOKHU
IpUHOCH B oOiacTTa Ha akajeMuyHus PR u jnururanHure KOMyHHMKAalMU B COLMAIIHUTE
Mpexu JlOKTOpaHTBT € pa3paOOTHJl MHTErpaTHUBEH TEOPETHYEH MOJIEN, KOWTO 00eIuHsBa
KJlacudyeckutre npuHuuMnu Ha PR ¢ ocobeHocTuTe Ha coOLMATHUTE MpEXH, BU3yaJlHaTa

KOMYHUKAIIUA 1 UHTCPAKTUBHUTC TCXHOJIOT'UH.

ChorBeTcTBHE HAa M30paHATa METOJ0JIOTHSI H METOAMKA HA H3CJeBaHe ¢ NMOCTaABeHATa
1eJ ¥ 321244 HA JUCePTALlHOHHUA TPYA.

JlaBaM TIOJIOKMTEJIHA OLIEHKAa HAa BalUJHOCTTa HA METOAOJOTUATAa  CIIPSIMO
MIPEABAPUTEIIHO IIOCTABEHUTE OT JOKTOPAaHT BelMuKoB Lienu, 3a1a4u U XUnoresu. Hayunusar
MHCTPYMEHTApUyM, HW3MOJI3BaHU B pa3paboTkara, JOKa3Ba M HAJWYMETO HA JOCTaThUHA

KOMIICTCHTHOCT U MMO3HAHHUA Y JOKTOPAHT Benmnukos.

Hanmumne Ha coOCTBeH NMPHMHOC NPH CHOMPAHETO W AHATU3UPAHETO HA eMIIMPHYHHTE
JAAHHH.

B mnpexncraBenust aBTOpedepar ca OTpa3eHH ChIBbPKAHUETO Ha JUcepTalusiTa u
HeoOXoauMaTa MH(OPMAIUA U aKLEHTH OT MPOBEACHOTO M3CJIEIBaHE, KAaKTO M Ca OMHCAHU
IIPUHOCHUTE MOMEHTH.

OnpenensiM  u3cineaBaHeTo  KaTto  aBTopcko.  OOoOmieHusTa,  M3BOJUTE,
UHTEpIpeTallMMTe M AaHAJIW3UTE ca Ha W3MCKBAHOTO HHMBO. COOCTBEHHSAT MPHUHOC Ha

AOKTOpaHTa € HAJIHUIIC.
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Onucanue Ha NIPUHOCHUTE.
[TpuHOCHTE Cca mpeAcTaBeHH MoApoOHO B HAMYHUS aBTOopedepar. [Ipuemam 3asBKara,

JaJ€Ha C TAX.

Bb3aeiicTBUsI HAa AUCePTALMOHHUSA TPY/A BbPXY BbHIIHATA CpeAa.

Hanuue ca 06uio 5 nyOaukanuu — 3 caMOCTOSTENHU IMyOJIHKAIlMKM Ha JOKTOPAHTA, 110
TUCEPTAllMOHHUSA TpyHd, U 2 MyOJuKalMM B ChABTOPCTBO. [[Be OT myOiMKanuuTe ca Ha
aHrMickn e3uk. [lo TO3M HauMH ca H3NBIHEHM M JOPU HACXBBPJICHU (OpMaHUTE
W3MUCKBAaHUS 3a IyOJMKAlLlMOHHA JEHHOCT Ha JOKTOpaHT. ToBa ycuiaue Ha JOKTOPaHT

Bennukos OMpCACIsIM KaTO AOIIBJIBAIIIO OCHOBAHHMEC 3a IMOJIOKHUTCIIHA OLICHKA HAa TpyJda MY.

3akioueHue.

YBaxkaeMH 4JICHOBE HA HAYYHOTO >KYpH, B3€MalKH MPEABUA IMOCOYCHHUTE IOTYK
00CTOSITENICTBA, C HACTOSAIIOTO MPUEMaM MPEJIOKECHUS TUCEPTANMOHCH TPyl HA JTOKTOPAHT
JHumutsp BecenunoB Benuukos, ¢ Tema ,,AkagemMuynusT PR B momepHara meauiiH cpepa:
MH(OPMALIMOHHN M KOMYHUKAIIMOHHU AacCleKTH Ha peajusTa MOTpeOUTeN — COIHAIHU
Mpexu®, u riacyBam c ,,JIA“ cbmuaT ma nmpugoOue oOpa3oBaTenHaTa M HaydHa CTENEH
LIOKTOP B mpodecroHaHO HampaBieHue 3.5. OONIECTBEHHM KOMYHUKAIMH U

nH(popMalMoHHH Hayku, FOro3zananen ynusepcurer ,,Heodur Puncku®, biaroesrpan.

16.08.2026 r. C YBaXKEHHUE:.......eevruveeeeennns
npod. n-p Pocen K. CrostHoB

4/4



REVIEW

by Prof. Rossen Kostadinov Stoyanov, Ph.D.

Professional Field 3.5. Public Communications and Information Sciences
Sofia University ,,St. Kliment Ohridski‘

August 16, 2026

On the doctoral dissertation

of doctoral candidate Dimitar Veselinov Velichkov, with the dissertation topic ,,Academic PR
in the Modern Media Environment: Information and Communication Aspects of the
Consumer-Social Media Relationship®, professional field 3.5. Public Communications and
Information Sciences, Neofit Rilski South-West University, Blagoevgrad.

Advisor: Prof. Dr. Tereza Trencheva, Ph.D.

The dissertation is 264 pages long and consists of a table of contents, an introduction, 3
chapters, a conclusion, contributions, a bibliography, and appendices. This text includes 32
tables and 20 figures. In the preparation of the dissertation, 58 sources in Bulgarian and 161
sources in English were used and cited, as well as 37 online sources.

The research topic is important, a priority, and highly relevant; the doctoral candidate’s
approach is sound, and | accept the conclusions and interpretations. The focus is on the
informational and communicational aspects of the interaction between academic institutions
and their audiences through social media. An analysis of the role of academic PR has been
conducted, emphasizing the importance of strategic information management and effective

communication with the audience for building trust and a sustainable institutional reputation.

In Chapter I, ,,Theoretical Foundations of Academic PR in the Modern Media Environment*,
doctoral candidate Velichkov establishes the theoretical framework for the dissertation
research. Key concepts, models, and approaches related to academic PR are systematized, and
a definition is proposed as a specific form of institutional communication aimed at managing
the relationships between universities and their internal and external audiences.

Chapter Il of the dissertation —,,Academic PR and Digital Communications on Social Media“
— is analytical and model-oriented in nature and builds upon the theoretical framework
through systematic analysis. Social media is examined as a dynamic communication system in

which informational, emotional, and behavioral factors intertwine. This chapter explores the
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process of strategic planning, implementation, and evaluation of campaigns. It emphasizes the
importance of visual content and so-called storytelling.

Chapter 111, titled ,,Academic PR and Modern Technologies in Social Media — Attitudes and
Perceptions®, presents the results of an empirical sociological study aimed at analyzing the
attitudes, behaviors, and perceptions of various audiences toward academic PR in social

media.

Relevance of the Research Topic.

Digitalization and the transformation of communication, the need to view reputation and trust
as strategic assets, as well as two-way communication and audience engagement, and the goal
of changing the expectations of society and students, are the factors that determine the

relevance of research on this topic.

Clearly defined objectives and tasks of the dissertation. Scope and subject of the
research.

Ph.D. candidate Velichkov sets several research objectives covering a broad range — from the
development and evolution of academic PR to the creation of a conceptual model of a PR
strategy for managing academic communication and institutional reputation, applicable in the

contemporary media environment.

The object and subject of the research are clearly defined.

The methodology is presented correctly — through logical-analytical, statistical, retrospective,
normative, teleological, and systemic approaches that correspond to the stated goals and
objectives, combined with comparative analysis; the stated objectives have been achieved.

A hypothesis is posited, namely: ,, The effective implementation of academic PR in the digital
and media environment, including through social media, improves communication between
academic institutions and their audiences, strengthens institutional reputation and trust, and

increases user engagement®. The study’s limitations are also correctly described.

Accuracy in citing a representative number of authors.
The cited scholarly sources are presented in accordance with formal requirements. The work
includes references to and an analysis of documents, laws, and procedures in both print and

digital formats, with online access.
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| consider the demonstrated familiarity with the state of the art in the subject matter and the

appropriateness of the literature used to be relevant.

Presence of a well-founded and elaborated theoretical model for the research.

The dissertation makes theoretical, methodological, and applied contributions to the field of
academic PR and digital communications on social media. The doctoral candidate has
developed an integrative theoretical model that combines the classical principles of PR with
the specific characteristics of social media, visual communication, and interactive

technologies.

Consistency of the chosen research methodology and approach with the stated objective
and tasks of the dissertation.

| give a positive assessment of the validity of the methodology in relation to the objectives,
tasks, and hypotheses previously set by Ph.D. candidate Velichkov. The research tools used in
the study also demonstrate Ph.D. candidate Velichkov’s sufficient competence and

knowledge.

There is an original contribution in the collection and analysis of the empirical data.

The abstract presented reflects the content of the dissertation and the necessary information
and key points from the conducted research, and it also describes the original contributions.
| assess the research as original. The summaries, conclusions, interpretations, and analyses

meet the required standard. The doctoral candidate’s original contribution is evident.

Description of the Contributions.
The contributions are presented in detail in the available abstract. | accept the claim made

therein.

Impact of the Dissertation on the External Environment.

There are a total of 5 publications — 3 independent publications by the doctoral candidate
related to the dissertation, and 2 co-authored publications. Two of the publications are in
English. Thus, the formal requirements for a doctoral candidate’s publication activity have
been met and even exceeded. | consider this effort by Ph.D. candidate Velichkov to be an

additional basis for a positive evaluation of his work.
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Conclusion.

Dear members of the academic jury, taking into account the circumstances outlined above, |
hereby accept the proposed dissertation by Ph.D. candidate Dimitar Veselinov Velichkov,
titled ,,Academic PR in the Modern Media Environment: Information and Communication
Aspects of the Consumer-Social Media Reality*, and | vote ,,YES* for him to be awarded the
educational and scientific degree of ,,Doctor in professional field 3.5. Public
Communications and Information Sciences, Neofit Rilski South-West University,

Blagoevgrad.

August 16, 2026 Sincerely, ...ccccoevveieinnne.
Prof. Rossen K. Stoyanov, Ph.D.
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