CTAHOBHIIE

Ort: npo¢. an Tans Hopaanosa Toxoposa -
YHuBepcHUTET 110 OMOINOTEKO3HAHNE U MHPOPMAIIMOHHU TEXHOJIOTHH

OtHOCHO: JlucepTalmoHEH TPy Ha TEMa
“AxanemnyHusaTt PR B MmogepHaTa meauiina cpeaa: uHGOPMalluOHHU U
KOMYHUKALIMOHHU ACNEKTH HA PeJIalluATa MOoTPpeduTe 1 — COUMAJTHUA MPexu*

ABTOp Ha nuceptanmoHuus Tpya: Aumursp Beceannos Benuukos

L HNudopmauus 3a 10KTOpaHTa

Jumutsp BecenmnuoB BennukoB e mpoBen oOydeHue kaTo penoBeH pokropanT B [TH 3.5.
OOmiecTBeHH KOMYHUKAlMM W WHGOPMAllMOHHM HAyKH, JIOKTOpCKa Imporpama ,.Bpb3ku c
o0miecTBeHOCTTa” KBbM Karteapa ,,Bpws3ku ¢ oOmiectBeHocTTa” mpu HOrozamazeH YHUBEPCUTET
,Heoput Puncku” - bmaroesrpaa. Hayden ppkoBomuTen Ha JokTopaHTa € mpod. a-p Tepesa
Tpenuesa.

J1. Bennukos e 3aBbpini AMepukanckus koiex B Copust. Toii e qummoMupan 6akamaBbp
YW MarucThp B 00JacTTa Ha MEAMHUTE M KOMYHHKAIMUTE OT ,,Epasmyc” Yuuepcutet Porepaawm,
Hunepnanmusa. Kato cryaent e mpoBen cemectbp u B Hammonanen ynusepcurtet ,,ChengChi®,
Tamine, TaiiBan. OOpa30BaTeTHUAT MY ITBT JOTUYHO MPOBOKHPA MHTEPECAa U aHTAKUPAHOCTTA C
npo06iieMaTuKaTa Ha IUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYI.

II. AKTyaJJHOCT M 3HAYMMOCT HA Pa3padoTBAHMSA B IUCEPTALMOHHMS TPYI NMPol.JieM

BHumaTenHUSAT NpoYUT Ha pasriiekjaHara Auceprauus Ha Tema ,,AxkaneMuuHust PR B
MoOJIepHaTa MenuiiHa cpena: WH(OOPMAIMOHHM M KOMYHUKAIIMOHHU AaCIeKTH Ha pelarusaTa
MOTPEOUTEN — COITUATHA MPEXKH * BOJH JIO 3aKJIFOUSHUETO, Ye TeMara € JucepTadmiiHa, aKTyasHa,
u 3HaunmMa. [locturHar e yoenureneH u 3aabpia004eH aHAIU3 HA POJsiTa Ha akageMuyHus PR B
MOJIEpHaTa MEAMiTHA Cpela KaTo € JI0Ka3aHO 3HAYEHHWETO Ha CTPATErHYecKOTO yMNpaBJCHHUE HA
nHpopManuaTa U epeKTUBHATA KOMYHHMKAIIUA C ayJUTOPUATA 32 M3TPAXIAAHETO Ha JIOBEpHE,
aBTOPUTET U YCTOMYMBA MHCTUTYLIMOHAJIHA PEIyTallUs.

AKTyalmHOCTTa M 3HAYMMOCTTa Ha paspaboTkata ce OOOCHOBaBaT 4Ype3 HIKOJIKO
CBHILECTBEHU ACTEKTa: TUTUTATH3AIMATA U TpaHCHOPMAIIMATA HA KOMYHHUKAIHMSTA; PEIyTalusaTa U
JIOBEPUETO KAaTO CTPATErMYECKHM AKTHBH; JBYCTpaHHaTa KOMYHHUKAlMs M aHTAKUPAHOCT Ha
ayIUTOpHSATA; TPOMSHATA Ha OYAaKBAaHWATA Ha OOMIECTBOTO W CTYJIEGHTUTE W Hay4yHaTa |
MpaKkTUYeCcKa MPUII0KUMOCT Ha U3CIIEIBAHETO Ha akajemuunus PR B qurutannara cpena.

ScHo e ompeneneH GOKYyChT Ha M3CICABAHETO: CUCTEMATHUYCH aHAIN3 HA ChBPEMEHHUTE
TEeHJICHIIMW, UTHCTPYMEHTH W MPAKTHKUA B akajeMuyHus PR, chbueTaHO ¢ TEOPETHYHU U3BOAM U
MPAKTUYECKH MPEMOPHKHU 32 €PEeKTUBHA IUTHTATHA KOMYHHUKALIMS, U3TPaXIaHe Ha pemyTanus 1
(dhopMupaHe Ha HUHCTUTYIIHOHAJICH aBTOPUTET.



W3BopoBata 6a3a, BunHa B 6ubimorpadusara U UUTUPAHUATA, € PEJIeBaHTHA, OTPa3sBaIla
MHTEPAUCLUUIUIMHHMS XapakTep Ha npoOiieMaTHKaTa M € W3IO0J3BaHa HaJuiexHo. He Hamupam
MIPHU3HALM 32 TUIaruaTCTBO.

III. Kpartka aHAJMTHYHA XapPaKTEePUCTHKA HA CHAbPKAHMETO M TMOCTUTHATHTE
pe3yJaratu

OOcpxaanuaT Tpyn Ha Tema ,,AkazeMuyHustT PR B Mopepnata wmenuiiHa cpena:
MH(OPMAIIMOHHN ¥ KOMYHUKAllMOHHH aCTEKTH Ha pellanusiTa NoTpeOuTen — COIMaTHU MPEXU’’
uMa CJIEeTHOTO ChIbpPIKAHUE: YBO; TPH TJIaBH ¢ 000COOCHH U3BOIU; 3aKIIOYEHUE; IPUHOCH Ha
JTUCEPTAIMOHHOTO M3CJEBAHE; CIUCHK HAa MU3MOJ3BAHUTE U UUTUPAHU U3TOUHUIIM; CIUCHK
Ha CBHKpAICHHS; CIHCHK Ha TaOJIUIUTE; CHUCHK HA (UTYPHUTE; TPHIOKEHUE, CIHUCHK C
ny0auMKalUKUTE HA aBTOpa IO TEMATa Ha JUCepPTAalUOHHUSA TPpYA. ChabpKAHUETO € pa3padoTEeHO
B 00eM OT 264 cTpaHUIH.

CrpykTypara Ha TpyAa OTroBapsi Ha H3UCKBAHUATA 3a KOMIIO3ULMOHHO CBHPA3MEPHO
pas3MoNIoKEHHE Ha OTIETHUTE YacTHU, OCUTYpEHa € TAXHAaTa JIoThYecka OOBBP3aHOCT M OalaHC B
HAay4YHOTO H3CleaBaHe Ha otTaenHutre npodremu. [locoueHusT obem ot 264 cTpaHunu e
JOCTaThueH, 3a Ja OBJAaT U3JI0KEHH M CHCTEMaTU3UpaHH YOEIUTEIHO TEOPETHUYHUTE,
METOJIOJIOTUYECKUTE M TPUIIOKHUTE BBIPOCH HAa IPOBEICHOTO IIpOydYBaHe. Bb3mpuemam
peanokeHuTe GopMyIUPOBKH HA MPEAMET U OOEKT Ha aucepTannoHHus Tpyd. OCHOBHATA LIeJ
Ha WU3CIEABAHETO € Jia CE€ OCBIIECTBH 3aAbJI00YEH TEOPETUYEH M EMIHUPUYEH aHallu3 Ha
akagemuuHus PR B ycnoBusTa Ha MojepHaTa IurMTagHa MeOuiiHa cpena, ¢ e(eKTHBEH
KOHIIENITYaJI€H MOJEJ 3a YNpPAaBJICHHE Ha aKaJeMHYHAaTa KOMYHHUKAlUs U MHCTUTYLIHOHAJIHATa
penytanus. KonkpeTrHo 0OBbp3aHu ¢ 11eITa ca IOCTaBEHUTE IIECT U3CIEA0BATEICKH 3a1a4u. SICHO
€ M3ACHEHAa KOMIUIEKCHaTa METOJO0JIOTHATa Ha u3cienBaHeTo. IIpeacTaBsHeTo Ha Bb3NPHUETHUTE
orpaHHYeHus € 100pe 000CHOBAHO.

J1. BennukoB dopmynupa cienHata paboTHa xumotesa: ,,E(eKTHBHOTO mpuiaraHe Ha
akagemMuuHuss PR B gururtannata v MeauiiHa cpefa, BKIIOUHUTEIIHO 4Ype3 COLMAIHUTE MPEXKHU,
MoA0OpsiBa KOMYHUKAIMATA MEXKYy aKaJeMUYHUTE WHCTUTYIIUU M TEXHUTE ayJUTOPHHU, YKpETBa
MHCTUTYLMOHAJIHATA PEMyTalys U J0BEPHE U MOBHUILIABA aHTAKUPAHOCTTa HA TOTpeOUTENUTE .

AHanmM3bT HA NPEJICTaBEHUS TPy JaBa OCHOBAHUE J1a C€ 10COYAT OCHOBHU IOJOKUTEITHU
pe3yaTaTH OT HAaIlPaBEHOTO U3CJIE/IBAHE.

B mepBata rnaBa, o3arinaBeHa ,,IeopeTHYHM OCHOBU Ha akajgemuuHusi PR B monepHata
MeJIMiiHa cpefa‘, IUCePTaHThT U3ACHIBA TEOPETUYHATA PAMKA HA JUCEPTALIMOHHOTO U3CJIEABAHE,
KaTo CUCTeMaTU3Mpa OCHOBHU KOHUEMIMH, MOJEIH U MOJAX0U, CBbp3aHu ¢ akagemuunus PR. B
HaIMpaBeHUTE M3BOJAM CE JOKa3Ba, 4e akageMU4HuAT PR e xommiiekcHa, HaydyHO 0OOCHOBaHA U
CTpaTernyecka JeMHOCT, KOSITO U3MCKBA aJanTalys KbM JUTHTaIHaTa MEIUiiHa cpesa.

BbB BTOpaTa rmaBa «AkagemMuyHusAT PR W nurutanHuTe KOMYyHUKAIMM B COIMATHUTE
MpEXU* - COLTMAITHUTE MPEKHU Ca pa3rJIeJaHN KaTO TMHAMUYHA KOMYHUKAallHOHHA CUCTEMA, B KOSATO
ce MperuuTaT MH()OPMAlMOHHU, €MOIMOHAJIHM W MoBeaeHuecku (axrtopu. Jloka3Ba ce, ue
ycnemHuAT akagemudeH PR e uwHTerpupaH, aHaauTH4eH W NPOAKTUBEH W Y€ JUTUTAIHUTE
KOMYHUKAIlUM Ca CTPATerMYecKH pecypc, a He IMOMOIIEH HWHCTpyMeHT. I[locturnara e



3aIBIO0YCHOCT U YOeAUTETHA CUCTEMATHKA 110 3ACETHATUTE TEOPETUIHH BBIIPOCH U € TIPUI00UTO
HOBO 3HaHHUE IO pa3riiekKaaHaTa Tema.

B tperata rnaBa ,,AxamemuueH PR u MomepHM TEXHOJOTMH B COLIMATIHUTE MPEXH —
Harjmacu W BB3OpUATHSA. Pe3ynrath OT eMOUpUYHO U3CIeABaHE”, TOCTIKEHUATA Ha
JUCEPTALMOHHMS TPYJ Ca CBBP3aHU C MPOBEKIAHETO M aHAIM3a HA PE3ydTaTH OT €MIUPHUYHO
COIIMOJIOTMYECKO U3CIIEBAHE, HACOUEHO KbM aHAJIM3 Ha HAIJIACUTE, MOBEICHNUETO U BB3NPUATHSITA
Ha Pa3IMYHU ayJIUTOPUH crpsAMO akageMuuyHus PR B commannute Mpexu. Tyk cTpeMexbT Ha
JTUCEPTAaHTHT € Ja Bajduaupa pabdoTHATa CH XHUIIOTE3a, Y€ IEJIEHACOUYEHOTO U MpodecHOoHAIHO
M3M0JI3BaHe Ha JUruTalHU PR MHCTpymMEeHTHM BOIM [0 MO-BHCOKA aHTaXXUPAHOCT, JOBEpUE U
MOJIOKUTENHA penyTanusi Ha yHuBepcutrerure. KOpPEeKTHO ca ONUCAHU  AHKETHUST
WHCTPYMEHTAapUyM, HETOBOTO MPWIOKEHUE M MOAXOINUTE 3a aHaIW3 Ha nanHute. J[. Benmnukos
JOCTHTa 10 pa3pabOTBAHETO HAa aBTOPCKH KOHIENTyalieH Mozen Ha PR crparerus, koiito
UHTETpUpa ayJUTOPHH, KOMYHUKAIIMOHHU KaHaimu, padoreu uHcTpyMeHTH (PR kxamnanum,
nnpiyencspu, VR/AR), ananmutnuan u Al HHCTpYMEHTH, OYaKBAaHU PEMYTAIIMOHHHU PE3YJITaTH.
ABTOpPCKHAT KOHIIeTITyaneH Mozeln Ha PR cTpaterus 3a Obarapcku yHUBEpCUTET, KOHTO HHTErpUpa
KJIACUYECKUTE NPUHIUNU Ha MyONUYHUTE KOMYHHUKALMM C HM3UCKBAHUATA HAa ChbBpEMEHHaTa
JUTHTAIIHA cpefia € BaXKEH NPUHOC Ha qucepTaioHHus TpyA. [Ipeainoxkena e mpakTuyecka paMka
3a IUIAHMpaHe, peanu3alus, aHalu3 M ONTUMM3alMs HAa KOMYHHKAlMOHHUTE IEHHOCTH Ha
YHUBEPCUTETCKA HHCTUTYLHUS KAaTO € AaKIEHTHPAHO BBPXY AHAIOTMYHOCTTA, ETHYHOCTTA,
M3MOJI3BAaHETO HA aHAIMTUYHU U Al HHCTPYMEHTH U yCTOWYUBOTO YIIPaBJICHUE HA PEIyTaLUATA.

Xurore3ara € IoTBbpJieHa - akageMuuHusaT PR B nmurutanna cpena e kimouoB ¢GakTop 3a
M3rpaXkaaHe Ha JOBEPHUE, aHTAKUPAHOCT M YCTOMYMB MHCTUTYLUOHAIEH MUMUIK. OTKpoeHa €
BaYKHOCTTA OT MEPCOHATU3NPAH, MHOTOIUIACTOB U aHAIMTUYHO YIPABISBaH MOAX0]I, ChOOPa3eH C
Pa3TUYHUTE ayAUTOPUN U TEXHOJIOTUYHH BH3MOKHOCTH. [[. BenmnukoB hopmynupa u nmpakTHIecKu
HAaCOKH U MPENOPHKYU 32 ONTUMU3UPAHE HA KOMYHUKALIMOHHATA MTOJIMTUKA HA BUCIINWTE YUUIINIIA,
BKJIIOYUTENIHO 33 YIPABJICHUE HA OHJIANH pernyTanusara, U3M0JI3BaHETO HA COLMAIIHUTE MPEXHU U
BHEIPSIBAHETO HA WHOBAaTHMBHU KOMYHHKAIIMOHHU (OpMaTH, CHOOpa3eHH C ETHYHUTE U
HOPMaTHUBHUTE M3MCKBAHMS Ha aKaJeMUYHATa Cpeia.

JlucepTaHThT TOYHO ONpEAENsl aapecara Ha HAYYHUTE W NPWIOKHH PE3YJTaTH:
YHUBEPCUTETCKH PBKOBOACTBA, PR M KOMYyHHKanuMOHHM OTAENIH, CHEUUATUCTH [0 JUTUTAIECH
MapKeTUHT U MyOJIMYHU KOMYHHUKAIIUU, KaTO OCHOBA 3a pa3paboTBaHe Ha M0-e()EKTUBHU, €TUYHU
U OpUEHTHpPAHH KBbM ayJUTOpHUSTA KOMYHUKALIMOHHH CTpaTeruu. BemnukoB 000CHOBaBa
3HaueHUeTo Ha wuaeHTudunupanero Ha VR/AR wu wuHbmyeHChpckUTEe MPAKTUKH KaTo
MEePCTIIEKTUBHI HHCTPYMEHTH 3a OBJIEIIO pa3BUTHE HA akageMudHus PR.

Bu3npuemam QopmynupoBkata Ha HAYYHO-TCOPETHYHUTE U  HAYYHO-TIPUIOKHHUTE
MIPUHOCH KAaTO KOPEKTHA ¥ ChOTBETCTBAIIlA HA ChIBPKAHUETO U TIOCTIKCHUSITA HA IUCEPTAIUATA.



ABtopedepaTbT e opopmen criopen n3nckpanusita Ha 3PACPD u [IpaBuinuka 3a HEroBoTo
IIPWJIOKEHNE U OTpa3siBa €AHO3HAYHO ChABP)KAHUETO HA JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA.

[Ty6mukanuuTe Ha J{. BenndkoB ca met Ha Opoii — 3 Ha OBITapCKH U 2 HA aHTJIMHCKHU €3UK
Y ca anmpoOupay pe]| HaydHa ayAUTOPHs aBTOPCKUTE HAOJIIOICHUS U HAXOIKH.

IV. bejexxkku u npenopbKM.

1. [IpomycHato e npu U3SICHSIBAaHETO Ha MPWJIOKEHUTE METOAU MpHU pa3paboTKaTa Ha
JTUCEPTAMOHHUSA TPYJ Ja C€ MOCOYH MPOBEXKIAHETO Ha €MIIMPHUYHO MpOoyYBaHe, Oa3upaHo Ha
aBTOPCKM aHKETEH HMHCTpyMeHTapuyMm. Omle noBeye, ye TpeTaTa IJiaBa € MOCBETeHa Ha TOBA
H3CJICABAHC U HA UHTCPIIPETAMATA HAa TIOCTUTHATUTC PE3YJITATH, KOUTO Ca B OCHOBATA HA HAYyYHO-
NIPWIOKHUTE IIPUHOCH.

2. [IpenopbuBaM  3agbiiOOyaBaHE €  KOHKPETHH  HAYYHOM3CIIEOBATEJICKHU,
oOpa3oBaTeNHu, NMPWIOKHU W TPOCKTHU HHUIIMATUBU B3aUMOACHCTBHETO C MOTEHLUATHHUTE
MOJI3BaTeNIM Ha TEOPETUYHHUTE M MPAKTHKO-TIPHIIOKHU PE3yITaTH Ha M3CJIEBAHETO, OTYUTAUKH
Heroara crenuQuKa U o4epTaHu MEePCIEKTUBU 3a MPOIbIKABAIlAa HAyuyHa AEHHOCT.

V. 3akirouenue.

[lanocTHaTa MM OLIEHKA 3a AMCEPTALMOHHUS TPy, OCHOBaHA Ha HEroBaTa aKTyaJHOCT,
3HAYUMOCT, TEOPETUYHU U MPWIOKHH pE3yNTaTH, € NoJjoKuTenHa. [IpencraBeHoTo n3cienBaHe
MOCTUTA HOBOCT 32 HAYYHOTO 3HAHHE U € C SICHA MPWJIOKHA pedIIeKCHsl.

W3pazsiBaM MOETO TMOJIOKUTEIHO MHEHHME, Y€ JUCEPTAlMOHHUAT TpyA Ha TeMa
»AxanemuaausT PR B MogepHaTa Menuiina cpena: nHOOpPMAIMOHHU U KOMYHUKAITMOHHH aCTIeKTH
Ha penanusaTa MOTpeOuTeNl — comualHu Mpexu ¢ aBtop Humutsp BecenumHoB Benwukon
cpoTBeTcTBAa Ha M3uckBaHusAta Ha 3PACPD mn IlpaBunHuka 3a HEroBOTO NPUIOKEHUE, U HA
[IpaBunnuka Ha FO3Y ,Heodut Puncku®. Jucepranusara nputexaBa HEOOXOIUMHTE HAay4HH,
METOJIOJIOTMYHH Y TPUJIOKHU JOCTOMHCTBA M aBTOPCKU MOCTHXKEHUS, 3a J1a MpUaI00ue HEHHUSAT
aBTop Jumutrep BecenuHoB BenuukoB oOpa3oBarenHara W Hay4yHa CTENeH ,,JJOKTOP™ B
npodecroHanHo HanpasieHue 3.5. O0ecTBeHH KOMYHUKAIIUN U HHPOPMAIIMOHHN HAYKH.

Hara: 27.07.2026 1.

Mpo¢. a1 Tans Hopranosa Tonoposa



OPINION
From: Prof. DSc. Tania Yordanova Todorova -
University of Library Studies and Information Technologies
Subject: PhD Thesis

“Academic PR in the modern media environment: information and communication aspects of
the user-social network relationship”

for obtaining the educational and scientific degree "doctor"
in PF 3.5. Public Communications and Information Sciences

Author of the dissertation: Dimitar Veselinov Velichkov

I. Information about the PhD student

Dimitar Veselinov Velichkov has studied as a full-time doctoral student in the Department of
Public Communications and Information Sciences, doctoral program "Public Relations" at the
Department of Public Relations at the Southwestern University "Neofit Rilski" - Blagoevgrad.
The doctoral student's scientific supervisor is Prof. Dr. Tereza Trencheva.

D. Velichkov graduated from the American College in Sofia. He holds a bachelor's and master's
degree in media and communications from Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands. As
a student, he also spent a semester at the National Chengchi University, Taipei, Taiwan. His
educational path logically provoked interest and engagement with the issues of the dissertation
work.

II. Relevance and significance of the problem developed in the dissertation

A careful reading of the dissertation under consideration on the topic "Academic PR in the
modern media environment: information and communication aspects of the user-social network
relationship" leads to the conclusion that the topic is dissertable, relevant, and significant. A
convincing and in-depth analysis of the role of academic PR in the modern media environment
has been achieved, proving the importance of strategic information management and effective
communication with the audience for building trust, authority, and a sustainable institutional
reputation.

The relevance and significance of the work are justified by several essential aspects:
digitalization and transformation of communication; reputation and trust as strategic assets;
two-way communication and audience engagement; changing expectations of society and
students, and the scientific and practical applicability of the study of academic PR in the digital
environment.

The focus of the study is clearly defined: a systematic analysis of contemporary trends, tools
and practices in academic PR, combined with theoretical conclusions and practical
recommendations for effective digital communication, reputation building and institutional
authority formation.



The source base, prominent in the bibliography and citations, is relevant, reflects the
interdisciplinary nature of the issue and has been used appropriately. I find no signs of
plagiarism.

I11. Brief analytical description of the content and the achieved results

The discussed work on the topic "Academic PR in the modern media environment: information
and communication aspects of the user - social networks relationship" has the following
content: introduction; three chapters with separate conclusions; conclusion; contributions of the
dissertation research; list of used and cited sources; list of abbreviations; list of tables; list of
figures; appendix; list of the author's publications on the topic of the dissertation work. The
content is developed in a volume of 264 pages.

The structure of the work meets the requirements for a compositionally proportionate
arrangement of the individual parts, their logical connection and balance in the scientific study
of individual problems is ensured. The indicated volume of 264 pages is sufficient to
convincingly present and systematize the theoretical, methodological and applied issues of the
conducted study. I accept the proposed formulations of the subject and object of the dissertation
work. The main goal of the study is to carry out an in-depth theoretical and empirical analysis
of academic PR in the conditions of the modern digital media environment, with an effective
conceptual model for managing academic communication and institutional reputation. The six
research tasks set are specifically related to the goal. The complex methodology of the study is
clearly explained. The presentation of the adopted limitations is well justified.

D. Velichkov formulates the following working hypothesis: “The effective implementation of
academic PR in the digital and media environment, including through social networks,
improves communication between academic institutions and their audiences, strengthens
institutional reputation and trust, and increases user engagement.”

The analysis of the presented work provides grounds to indicate the main positive results of the
research.

In the first chapter, entitled “Theoretical Foundations of Academic PR in the Modern Media
Environment,” the PhD candidate clarifies the theoretical framework of the dissertation
research, systematizing basic concepts, models, and approaches related to academic PR. The
conclusions drawn prove that academic PR is a complex, scientifically sound, and strategic
activity that requires adaptation to the digital media environment.

In the second chapter “Academic PR and digital communications in social networks” - social
networks are examined as a dynamic communication system in which informational, emotional
and behavioral factors are intertwined. It is proven that successful academic PR is integrated,
analytical and proactive and that digital communications are a strategic resource, not an
auxiliary tool. Depth and convincing systematics on the theoretical issues involved have been
achieved and new knowledge on the topic under consideration has been acquired.

In the third chapter “Academic PR and modern technologies in social networks — attitudes and
perceptions. Results of empirical research”, the achievements of the PhD Thesis are related to
the conduct and analysis of results of an empirical sociological study aimed at analyzing the
attitudes, behavior and perceptions of different audiences towards academic PR in social
networks. Here, the PhD candidate’s aspiration is to validate his working hypothesis that the



targeted and professional use of digital PR tools leads to higher engagement, trust and positive
reputation of universities. The survey toolkit, its application and data analysis approaches are
correctly described. D. Velichkov reaches the development of an author’s conceptual model of
PR strategy that integrates audiences, communication channels, working tools (PR campaigns,
influencers, VR/AR), analytical and Al tools, and expected reputational results. The author's
conceptual model of a PR strategy for a Bulgarian university, which integrates the classical
principles of public communications with the requirements of the modern digital environment,
is an important contribution of the dissertation work. A practical framework for planning,
implementation, analysis and optimization of the communication activities of a university
institution is proposed, with an emphasis on dialogicity, ethics, the use of analytical and Al
tools and sustainable reputation management.

The hypothesis is confirmed - academic PR in a digital environment is a key factor in building
trust, engagement and a sustainable institutional image. The importance of a personalized,
multi-layered and analytically managed approach, tailored to different audiences and
technological capabilities, is highlighted. D. Velichkov also formulates practical guidelines and
recommendations for optimizing the communication policy of higher education institutions,
including online reputation management, the use of social networks and the implementation of
innovative communication formats, consistent with the ethical and regulatory requirements of
the academic environment.

The PhD candidate precisely defines the potential users of the scientific and applied results:
university management, PR and communication departments, digital marketing and public
communications specialists, as a basis for developing more effective, ethical and audience-
oriented communication strategies. Velichkov justifies the importance of identifying VR/AR
and influencer practices as promising tools for the future development of academic PR.

I perceive the formulation of the scientific-theoretical and scientific-applied contributions as
correct and consistent with the content and achievements of the dissertation.

The abstract is formatted according to the requirements of the LDASRB and the Regulations
for its implementation and unambiguously reflects the content of the dissertation work.

D. Velichkov's publications are five in number - 3 in Bulgarian and 2 in English and have
approved the author's observations and findings in front of a scientific audience.

IV. Critical notes and recommendations.

1. In clarifying the applied methods in the development of the PhD Thesis, it was omitted to
emphasize the conduct of an empirical study based on the author's survey toolkit. Moreover,
the third chapter is dedicated to this study and the interpretation of the achieved results, which
are the basis of the scientific and applied contributions.

2. I recommend deepening the interaction with potential users of the theoretical and practical-
applied results of the study with specific research, educational, applied and project initiatives,
taking into account its specificity and outlined prospects for continued scientific activity.



V. Conclusion.

My overall assessment of the dissertation work, based on its relevance, significance, theoretical
and applied results, is positive. The presented research achieves novelty for scientific
knowledge and has a clear applied reflection.

I express my positive opinion that the PhD Thesis on the topic "Academic PR in the modern
media environment: information and communication aspects of the user - social networks
relationship" with author Dimitar Veselinov Velichkov corresponds to the requirements of
LDASRB and the Regulations for its application, and the Regulations of the Neofit Rilski
University. The dissertation possesses the necessary scientific, methodological and applied
merits and authorial achievements for its author Dimitar Veselinov Velichkov to acquire the
educational and scientific degree "doctor" in the professional field 3.5. Public communications
and information sciences.

Date: 27/07/2026

Prof. DSc Tania Yordanova Todorova
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