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w/luunocmnu udenmuunocmu, npoghecuoHanrHu poau u pazeumue Ha
npogecuonannama UOEHMUYHOCM: NPeOGAPUMETHOMO O00yueHue Ha
yuumenu ¢ HM3paen” 3a npupoOuBaHe Ha oOpa3oBarejiHaTa U Hay4yHa CTENEH
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AOmunucmpamueen paKypc Kom oucepmauuama

Jucepmayuonen mekcm Ha Jloba Chayukuid, AOKTOpaHT Ha
CaMOCTOSTENIHA MTOATOTOBKA, € pa3paboreH Ha 208 cTpaHMIM, pa3NpeaeIeHH B
YBOJ, YETUPH TIJaBH, 3aKitoueHue u Oudimmorpadus ot 194 u3rounuka Ha
AHTJIMICKU €3UK. Aemopeghepambm TIpeICTaBs B CHHTETUYEH U aHOTATUBEH
BUJl ChIBPKAHUETO M CBIIHOCTTA HA JUCEPTALUOHHUS TEKCT, HO UCTUHCKHUTE
aBTOPOBH TE3M CE pa3KpHBaT B caMaTa JHUCEpPTalH - TOCTaThbYHA KOJUYECTBEHO
KaTo 00eM U MHOTO BakeH (DOKYC Ha MpEJCTaBIHE HAa TE3UTE — OOCTUHSIBAHE HA
TEOPETUYHUTE aHAJIU3M U JIOKa3BAHE HA XUIIOTE3UTE B PEXKHUM Ha MPAKTUYECKO
U3CIIE/IBAHE.

Cnopen U3UCKBaHUSATA ca IOCOYEHU U uemupu 0600uieHu npuHoca Ha
TUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYA: Meopemuyen nPpuHOC, Ype3 KOMTO aBTOpKaTa J0IMbJIBa
U JI0pa3BHBa M3BECTHUTE MOJEIHM 33 Pa3BUTHETO, M3PAaCTBAHETO H
YIBbpK/IaBaHETO Ha  OBJCIIUTE  Y4YUTEIM  KaTo  MPO(PEeCHOHANUCTH.
Memooonozuuen npunoc, 4pe3 KOUTO CE€ YTBBP)KIABA BAXXHOCTTA HA E€IUH
CMECEH, KOHBEpPreHTeH TMOJIXO0Jl KbM M3CJIEABAHETO, KAaTo C€ OTYMTAT
CHILIECTBEHU CTPYKTYPHUPAILM BEKTOPU KaTO BIWSHUE HA TEHACHIIMH, COOCTBEH
KUTEHUCKU U TpodecuoHaNeH onuT. Emnupuunusm npunoc 1pencTaBisBa
00EKTHBEH JOKA3aTeJICTBEH MaTepuall, 4pe3 KOMTO ce yTBbpKIaBa 3HAYUMOCTTa
Ha [eJaroOrHYeCKOTO HACTABHUYECTBO B IpOLiEca HA NEeJaroruyeckara nmpakTuka
U ce 00o011aBa KaTo MHTETpUpaH MPoIieC, a HEe KaT0 OTAENIEH eKCIIEPUMEHT WJIH



ysi3BUMa oOpatHa Bpb3Kal. [IIpakmuueckuam npunoc IPaBUIHO €
(GopMynupaH M aapecupaH KbM CJEIBAIOTO Pa3BUTHE Ha IeAarorunyeckara
IOpPaKTHKa, Ha JOMBJIBAaHE W pasrpbllaHe Ha YYUTEJICKOTO 0Opa3oBaHUE U
YYacCTHETO Ha MEJaroruueCKUTe HaCTaBHUIIY.

ITo Temara Ha qucepTalMATa ca HAIIPABEHU Yemupu nyoauKayuu.

JItooa Cnyykuii TIMCMEHO rapaHTHpa aBTOPCTBOTO HA CBOS TPYX U C TOBa
KaTerOPUYHO OTrOBapsl Ha M3MCKBAHETO 32 €TUYHOCT U 3all[UTa Ha aBTOPCKUTE
mpasa.

Momueupawia pamka udeu Ha u3C1e06aHemo

Hucepranmonnuar Tpyn Ha Jlro6a Cnyuku € mbpBUSIT, C KOHUTO ce
3armo3HaBaM 3a pa3BUTHUETO HAa 0OpazoBaHHeTO B M3paen, akTUBHUTE MOJIETH 3a
ydyacThe Ha TMeJaroru4eckrs HACTAaBHUK B M3rPaXKJIaHETO HAa KAYECTBEHU H
npodecroHaTHu yYUTETH, KOUTO ca M HAYaJOoTO Ha KaueCTBEHO OOIyBaHE C
YUYEHUIIUTE KAaTO MPEKU apecaTy Ha yUeOHUs PoIieC.

B Y600 aBtopkara 3amaBa KOHIENTyallHaTa pelieTKa Ha JUCEPTALMITA.
Tyk ce popmynupa ochoénama me3a Ha M3CIEABAHETO, Ye TEIArOTUYECKOTO
HAaCTaBHMYECTBO IO BpPEME Ha IeJarorudyeckara MPaKTUKA, OMIHOUIEHUAMA
HacmasHuk — O0vlewy yuumes, @QYHKUUOHATHAmMA O00pamHa 6pb3Ka,
8b3MOICHOCIMUME 34 eKChepUMeHmupane, AIMaT 3Ha4rMa M pelaBaiia poss 3a
dopmupanero Ha camoedUKacHOCTTa W TpodecroHaTHaTa HICHTUYHOCT Ha
opaemmTe yuuten. JroboB Cnyukuii, OUeBHUIHO CIOICISWKH M JIMYCH OIIHT,
OajlaHCHpaHO BBBEXKJA TOHATHS, KOUTO ca KpaWbI'bJHU TOUYKH 32
CTPYKTypHpaHe Ha wm3cienBaHeTo. Ilpeomemwvm Ha u3zcnedsane o0001IaBa
MPaKTUKUTE Ha TEAarorm4eckoTo HACTABHUYECTBO, KOWUTO C€ OMHpaT Ha
oOpaTHa BpB3Ka, HaChbpYaBaHE Ha EKCIECPHUMEHTHPAHETO, CaMOHAOIIOJACHUETO
kato 0a3a, 3a Ja C€ TOJyYd Ka4eCTBEH pe3yiTaT BBPXY pPa3BUTHETO Ha
caMoeeKTUBHOCTTa M TMpoQecHoHaTHATa MJICHTUYHOCHT Ha OBbJeHIuTe
yuutenu. Qdekmvm Ha uzciedséane ¢ GHopMupaHe UMEHHO Ha MpodecruoHaTHA
UJACHTUYHOCT U caMoedUKACHOCT. 3alioTOo TMpaKTHKaTa TIOKa3Ba, uYe
KaueCTBCHHUTE TE€Iaro3u Ch3aBaT W W3TPAXKIAT W TMO3UTHBHHU KadecTBa TPHU
yaeHunuTe. B Ta3u Hacoka ce popMylupa u ueima Ha uzciedsaHemo — aHauu3
Ha peakIuATa M TOJX0JIa Ha TEeIarornieckusl HAaCTaBHUK, B YUATO JCHHOCT ce
obOemuHsBa oopamunama 8Pb3Ka, eKcnepumMeHmupaHemo u
CAMOHAONI00eHUemo KaTo ISUIOCTHA TIefarormyecka MaTpuiia, 3a Ja ce



npocieny Jalyd Ta3u TPUaaa JOMPUHACS 332 PAa3BUTHETO Ha camoe(dUKacHOCTTa
U ipodecroHamIHaTa UICHTUYHOCT Ha OBACIIUTE YUUTEIIH.

AKkmyannocmma Ha uzopanama mema CienBa OT W3KIIOYUTEITHATA POJIS
Ha 00pa30BaHUETO B CHBPEMCHHHS CBAT. Korato memarornyecKusT HaCTaBHUK
ycnee ga (GopMupa HECHMHEHH KadecTBa - IICHXOJIOTHYECKH TIPOdmI,
UACHTU(UKAIMOHHN (HaKTOPH KaTO CaMOC(PUKACHOCT, MPOoheCHOHATHN YMCHHUS
U YBEPEHOCT, OBJICHIUAT yYHUTE] HE M3MHTBA JUCKOMPOpPTa HO HECcTaOMIHATA
camoeMKacHOCT U HemoOpe wm3rpajzeHa npodecruoHamHa uAeHTUIHOCT. JIF0O0B
Crnynkuii 3aap1004aBa aKTyaJTHOCTTa Ha TemaTa, KaTO, 0C6eH meopemuyHus
nopmpem Ha npoonema, opmupa u cooCmMEeHO eMRUPUUHO U3C/Ie08AHE.
ToBa e mHTAT 3a NpoOBEpKa Ha TEOPETUYHUTE UEIH, 3aJa4d M XHUIOTE3HU.
N3cnensanero 000011aBa MOMMBAPUAHTHUTE MeJarorndecku mojaenu B Mzpaen,
MYJITUKYJITypHaTa IMeJarorndecka cpefa M, CleI0BaTeIHO, pPa3HOOOpa3HHUTE
MOJIEJIM Ha TeJaroruyecko HactaBHUYeCTBO. [IpaBuiiHO aBTOpKaTa Gopmyaupa
M3BOJIa, Y€ PE3YATATUTE OT U3CICABAHETO UMAT HE CaMO JIOKAJTHA 3HAYMMOCT, HO
ouxa oOunu 0odpa ocHoea u 3a cucmemume Ha YYUMENACKO 00pazoeanue 6
H3paen.

B wuscnenBanero Ha Oucepmanmkama yuacmea cpyna om 34 0voewyu
yuumenu, KOUTo ce 00ydaBaT B pa3jIMUHU MeAarorudecku mporpamu. Taka ce
dbopmupa MOIMBAPUAHTEH TMEIArOTMYECKA MOJCIL NpeoCmassim ce pasiuyHu
npeomemu, PaziuyHU Munose YUuiuwd, paziudHu KOHMeEKCMYAIHU GIUIHUAL.
Taka, BBIIPEKH TrolsIMOTO pa3zHooOpaszue, ce (OKycHpa ynpasisiema u3eaoka,
B KOSITO C€ THhPCHM Yy4YaCTUETO Ha camMoO(UKACHOCTTa W mpodecuoHaTHATa
UJCHTUYHOCT, MPUIaraiiki MHOTOKOMITOHEHTEH METO/I0JIOTHYECKU aHAIH3.

ABTOpKkata GopMmyaupa U UYETHPU XUHOME3U HA U3CAed8aHe, TIPSKO
CBBpP3aHM C II€JITa Ha U3CIIEABAHETO: IMENarortueckoTo HAacTaBHUYECTBO, Upe3
MJIOJJOTBOPHUTE CH KOMIIOHEHTH — oOpaTHa BpB3Ka, EKCIIEPUMEHTHpaHE U
HaOIII0/IeHUE, TMPEACTABIISABA MOJOKUTEICH Moied 3a (hopMUpaHe Ha KayecTBa
y ObJenUTe YUUTENU, Ha U3rpakJaHe Ha caMOeEKTUBHOCT U NpodecruoHaIHa
uaeHTHIHOCT. PopMupaHeTo Ha Mogo0eH paboTer MOoJeT MOXe Aa MOIYYd U
CTPaHWYHH BJIMAHUSA OT AOMBJIHUTEIHH (PAKTOpPH, HO B ISUIOCT CE€ Cbh3/aBa U
yabpka enHa paloTemia megarornyecka mporpama. ToBa ro Joka3BaT H
pe3ynTaTUTe OT U3CieoBaTeNIcKaTa Ipymna, pa3rieaana B U3CIeABaHETO.

Taka odopmeHaTa paMKa Ha M3CJICABAHETO € OOCTOSTEICTBEHO Pa3BHUTA H
JI0Ka3aBa B ciedeauiume 2j1aesu.



Ilvpea znasa ,,Teopemuunu ocnoéu Ha u3cjiedganemo” TPENCTABISBA
U3TPaXKJIAHETO HAa TEOpEeTUYHATa M KOHIIENTyaJdHa paMKa Ha H3CIEBAHETO.
ABTOpKata npeacTaBsi 0a30BU M3CJICABAHUS U aHAJIM3U, CBbP3aHU C Pa3BUTUETO
Ha Obaemure yuyutenud. Tyk OCHOBATENIHO C€ OTAENs CIEHUaHO MACTO Ha
Anbepm banoypa u mezama my 3a A3- epekmusnocmma. llpeBpbiiaHeTo HA
YOBEKa B aKTHBEH (haKTOp 3a Pa3BUTUETO CU, baHaypa mpeasara W 3aliuTaBa
HOBa TIJIeIHA TOYKa B Icuxojorusita. Te3ara Ha baHmypa € mnpekpaceH
METOJIOJIOTUYECKH CTPYKTYypHUpall] KOMIIOHEHT B u3cienBaHeTo Ha Chylkuid,
U3MBIHSABAMKY poOJsiTAa HA ONOpa W MPENANOCTaBKa B ONTUMHU3HPAHETO HaA
nejaroruyeckara npaktuka B M3paen. bangypa BbBelne HOBU MEPCIEKTHBU B
CollMaJIHaTa TCHUXOJIOTHS, KaTo CbCPEJOTOYM HU3CJIEJIBAHUITA BBPXY
KOTHUTHBHUSL PAaKypC MU U CIOCOOHOCTTAa HAa YOBEKa Jla BIUSI€ U MOTHUBHpA
cOOCTBEHOTO CH IIOBEIECHHUE.

B TeopeTnuHHMTE TPEANIOCTaBKM CE€ TPEJACTaBd M TJieHaTa TOYKa Ha
xonanjckusa yueH /lyee beitapo /Douwe Beijaard/ 3a mnpodecuonamnarta
UJICHTUYHOCT Ha YUUTENS, KOAMO € CbUemanue Om HAKOJIKO ¢haxmopa -
npogecuonanna - uOeHmMuYHOCH, neoazozuvecka - ekcnepmuza u
OUOaKmuyecka KomMnemeHmuocm. Y4acTueTO Ha MeJarormndecKus HaCTaBHHUK
€ BakeH (HaKTOp 3a ISUIOCTHOTO M3rpaKJaHe Ha OBJACHIUTE  YUUTEIH H
dbopmupaneTo Ha TPOPECHOHATHOTO UM CAMOYYBCTBUE M HIICHTUYHOCT.

Crnen uw3rpajieHaTa TEOpETUYHA W KOHIICTITYallHa PaMKa, 6b68 6mopa 21a6a
wMemooonozua” aBTOopkaTa O000OCHOBaBa W3MOJI3BAHETO Ha  CMeEcCeHa
METOJIOJIOTHSI, C OTJIe]l Ha CJIOKHOCTTAa HAa KOMITO3UpaHEe Ha M3CieI0oBaTeIcKaTa
rpyna. ExcieprMeHTanmHOTO W3cie[BaHe Ha KOHTpOJMpaHaTa Ipyra YYUTEIH
/34/ mnpenmnoinara BKJIIOYBAHE HA METOJM, AaHAIMTUYHU NPOLEIYpH,
CPaBHUTETHHM, KOMIIAPAaTUBHU TOJAXOAN W CHCTEMHOTO UM CTPYKTypHpaHE B
mpolleca Ha JOKa3BaHE M KOMEHTHpAHE Ha TMOJY4YeHHUTE pe3ynTaTH. Taka
aBTOpKaTa paslojlara He CaMo0 ¢ KOJu4ecmeeHu, HO U ¢ KayecmeeHu,
000CHOBaHM B KOHTEKCTa Ha BOJCIIUTE TEOPETHUYHU TOHATUS  —
camoedextuBHoCT /banaypa/ u npodecuonanna unentuaHocT /berap/.

Tpema znasa ,,Pezynmamu u kKoncmamayuu” OTpa3siBa OINUCATEIIHO
MOJYYEHHUTE KOJIMYECTBEHU U KAYECTBEHU pPE3yJITaTH, JOKATO Yemebpma 21ae6a
wAuckycua” TIpeACTaBisABAa HMHTEPHPETATUBEH MOJEI Ha TMOJYYEHUTE
KOJMYECTBEHU M KaYeCTBEHHU IOKa3aTelau. ABTOpKaTa mpejjara JoKa3aTelicTBa
U aHaJIW3U, 4Ype3 KOUTO Jla MOTBHPAM M3XOAHUTE cu xunore3u. Kak u gamu
MeJarornuyeCKuTe MPaKTUKK JOMPUHACIT 32 Pa3BUTHETO Ha caMOe()PUKACHOCT U
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npodecruonanHa UACHTUYHOCT. [ maBaTta 0000MmaBa BIUSHUETO HA PA3TUIHUTE

(I)&KTOpI/I U BApUATUBHUTC IMPOMCHH, KOUTO BOIAT W OO IMPOMCHIINBHU HM3BOIH,
BIIMAAT BBPXY G(l)CKTa, KBbM KOMTO C€ CTPCMHU IICAArorudcCKara InpakTuKa: 4pc3
KOMIIOHCHTHUTC Ha IICIarorndcCKOTO HACTABHUYCCTBO — 06paTHa BPBb3Ka,

neaaroru4eCKo CKCIICPUMCHTHPAHC U CaMOHa6J'IIOI[eHI/Ie, Ja C€ IIOBJIMAC U

BBPXY MPO(ECHOHATHOTO Pa3BUTHE HA OBJCHINTE YUUTEIH.

THocmuoicenusn u CROJIYyKU 6 Oucepmauuﬂma:

1.

[IpencraBeHUSAT AMCEPTAIIMOHEH TEKCT € AKMYAaIHO MeopemuKo-
eKCHepUMeHmanHo u3zcieosane, c uoesama uzeooume,
HabwoeHuama u aHanuzume O0a NOCAYHCAm aAKMYAIHO 6
npakmuxama. Hanucan unmenuzenmno u c pazoupane, c sicHara
3a/laya M3CIEBAHETO Jla HE OCTaHe CaMO Ha XapTusi, HO Ja ce
MOCTUTHE W TPAKTHUYECKU €(PEeKT — TMpujaraHe Ha H3BOJUTE KbM
relaroruyecKara npakThka.

HecbMHEHa HaxoJka Ha AMCEpTALMATA € MPEACTABIHETO Ha COJUHA
meopemuuna 6a3a W W3IO0J3BAHETO HA IMOCTUTHATOTO, OMHCAHO B
auTepaTypara, B COOCHIBEHOMO €KCHEePUMEHMANHO U3C/1e06aHe -
KaTO U3BOJU, TEXHUKH, U3CIEAOBATEIICKH HHCTPYMEHTAPUYM.

B Ttekcra ce 3abens3Ba u quunomo cvhnpuvacmue Ha Jlioba KbM
yuuTenckara npodecus M KeJaHUEeTo Ja ONTUMHU3Mpa paborara Ha
CBOUTE KOJICTH.

OO6ocHOBaHaTa TEOpeTHYHA TIJjaBa € COJUJHO IIOAKpEIIeHa M OT
dunocogpckus onopen cmva6 — u3cienBaHeTo Ha nMpodecuoHanHaTa
WJICHTUYHOCT HE KaTO 3aCTHUHAJI, TACUBEH M arnaTU4eH IMpoIec, a KaTo
JTWHAMHUYEH, COLIMAIIHO KOHCTPYHUPaH.

OuIocoPCKUIT BEKTOP OOEAUHSBA BET€ KOHCTPYKTUBHH HACOKH —
OHMOJI02UYHaAmMA, CTIOPE]l KOSITO UACHTUYHOCTTA € MPoIleCyaliHa, a He
dbukcupaHa u enuCmemo102udHama — 3HAHUETO,
YCBBBPIIICHCTPAHETO, PA3BUTUETO U B IEJaroruyeckara MmpakTUKa ce
MOCTUTa  4Ype3 JIMYHUSA  OIIUT, JTUAIOTUYHUTE  TTO3UIUH,
MEKTYJIMYHOCTHUTE OTHOILICHHUSI.

Hucepranusita € BaXXHO MOCTHXKEHUE U KAaTO BB3MOXKHOCT HU3BOJIUTE,
aHaJM3UTE, MPEMOPBKUTE, a OBJAT W3MOJ3BAaHU KAaKTO B JIOKAJEH,
Taka U B MO-TJ00aJIeH IUlaH KbM IMEJaroru4ecKUuTe MPaKTUKA B
N3spaen.



3AK/IIOYEHUE

[IpencraBeHUsAT AUCEPTAIMOHEH TEKCT € 3HA4YMMO W3CJIeBaHE Ha
nejarornyeckara TmnpakTuka B M3paen, ¢ akIEHT BbPXY poJisiTa Ha
MeJarornyeckuss HAaCTaBHUK KaTro MEHTOp, Y4YUTeI W 4YOBeK ¢ onuT. Ha
OCHOBAaHHME Ha TMOCTHUTHATUTE aHaJu3M, pe3yJTaTH, JUYHO OTHOIICHHE,
KOHCTPYKTHBHU U3BOJIU U HA 000pe KOHCMPYUPAHUA OUCEPMAUUOHEH MEKCM
U u3zpaxcoanemo Ha  OANAHCUPDAHO  6KI0Y8AHE HA Oseme  Yacmu
/meopemuyHa u eKcnepumeHmanna/ U 6v3 OCHO6A HA Kauecmeama HaA
oucepmayuama /ueau, 3a0aqu, Xunomesu, AHAIU3U,APOCHO3U, NPENOPLKU /,
ybeoeno 2nacysam c /A 3a npucvrycoane Ha oo0pazoeamerHama u HaAyuHa
cmenen ,00kmop”, na JIObBOB CJI YllKHﬁ!

Ilo30pasnenua 3a Hayunus pvkogooumen 0oy. 0-p Aumoanema Hukonoea
u kameopama!

13.08.2026 r.

npod. nbu Uanka CtrioBa
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“Personal Identities, Professional Roles, and the Development of Professional
Identity: The Case of Pre-Service Teachers in Israel”

submitted for the award of the educational and scientific degree of Doctor (PhD) in
the doctoral program “Philosophy” at the Department of Philosophy and Political
Sciences, Faculty of Philosophy, South-West University.

Supervisor: Associate Professor Antoneta Nikolova, PhD
Reviewer: Professor Ivanka Stapova, DSc

Administrative Overview of the Dissertation

Lyuba Slutsky’s dissertation, prepared as an independent doctoral research project,
consists of 208 pages and is structured into an introduction, four chapters, a
conclusion, and a bibliography comprising 194 sources in English. The abstract
presents the content and essence of the dissertation in a concise and well-organized
manner. However, the author’s original contributions become fully apparent in the
dissertation itself, particularly through the successful integration of theoretical
analysis and empirical investigation for the validation of the research hypotheses.

In accordance with the academic requirements, the dissertation outlines four
principal contributions:

o Theoretical contribution: The author expands and further develops existing
models concerning the professional growth, development, and consolidation
of future teachers.

« Methodological contribution: The study demonstrates the value of a mixed,
convergent research approach that takes into account significant structuring
factors such as social trends, life experience, and professional practice.

o Empirical contribution: The research provides objective evidence
supporting the importance of pedagogical mentoring during teaching practice



and presents mentoring as an integrated developmental process rather than an
isolated intervention or fragmented feedback mechanism.

« Practical contribution: The author formulates valuable recommendations for
the future development of pedagogical practice, teacher education, and the
involvement of mentor teachers.

The dissertation topic has also been supported by four scholarly publications.

Lyuba Slutsky has formally declared the authorship of the dissertation, thereby fully
complying with the ethical standards and requirements concerning academic
integrity and copyright protection.

Conceptual Framework and Research Rationale

This dissertation is the first study I have encountered that examines teacher
education and mentoring practices in Israel in such detail. It explores active models
of pedagogical mentoring and their role in shaping competent and professional
teachers capable of establishing high-quality educational relationships with students.

In the Introduction, the author presents the conceptual framework of the study. The
central thesis is that pedagogical mentoring during teaching practice, the mentor—
student teacher relationship, constructive feedback, and opportunities for
experimentation play a decisive role in the development of self-efficacy and
professional identity among future teachers. Drawing, in part, on personal
professional experience, the author introduces and clarifies the key concepts that
structure the entire research project.

The subject of the study focuses on mentoring practices that incorporate feedback,
experimentation, and self-reflection as mechanisms supporting the development of
self-efficacy and professional identity in pre-service teachers. The object of the
study is the formation of professional identity and self-efficacy. The author rightly
emphasizes that highly competent teachers contribute significantly to the positive
development of their students.

Accordingly, the aim of the research is to analyze the role and practices of mentor
teachers, specifically examining how feedback, experimentation, and self-
observation function together as a pedagogical framework and whether this
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combination contributes to the development of self-efficacy and professional
identity among future teachers.

The relevance of the topic stems from the crucial role of education in contemporary
society. When mentor teachers successfully cultivate professional competencies,
confidence, and self-efficacy, future teachers are less likely to experience uncertainty
resulting from unstable professional identities. Beyond offering a strong theoretical
analysis, the author develops an original empirical study that enables a direct
examination of the proposed goals, research questions, and hypotheses.

The research reflects the diversity of pedagogical approaches and the multicultural
educational environment in Israel, highlighting varied mentoring models. The author
correctly concludes that the findings possess not only local significance but may also
provide useful insights for broader teacher education systems in Israel.

The empirical study involved 34 pre-service teachers enrolled in different teacher
education programs. This diverse sample includes participants from various subject
areas, school settings, and educational contexts. Despite this diversity, the author
succeeds in constructing a manageable research sample suitable for a complex
methodological analysis of self-efficacy and professional identity.

The dissertation proposes four research hypotheses, all directly linked to the
study’s objectives. The author argues that pedagogical mentoring, through effective
feedback, experimentation, and observation, serves as a positive mechanism for
developing self-efficacy and professional identity among future teachers. While
acknowledging the influence of additional contextual factors, the study demonstrates
the viability of a coherent and effective pedagogical model, as confirmed by the
empirical findings.

The research framework is systematically elaborated and substantiated throughout
the subsequent chapters.



Evaluation of the Dissertation Chapters
Chapter One: Theoretical Foundations

The first chapter establishes the theoretical and conceptual foundations of the study.
The author reviews major theoretical perspectives related to teacher development,
giving particular attention to Albert Bandura’s theory of self-efficacy. Bandura’s
understanding of individuals as active agents in their own development provides an
appropriate methodological foundation for the dissertation. His contribution to
cognitive and social psychology offers a valuable framework for analyzing and
optimizing pedagogical practice in Israel.

The chapter also discusses the work of the Dutch scholar Douwe Beijaard, whose
conceptualization of professional teacher identity combines professional identity,
pedagogical expertise, and didactic competence. The author convincingly
demonstrates that mentor teachers play a crucial role in fostering both professional
identity and professional confidence among future educators.

Chapter Two: Methodology

In the second chapter, the author justifies the use of a mixed-methods research
design, appropriate to the complexity of the research sample. The study combines
various analytical procedures, comparative approaches, and systematic methods of
interpretation. As a result, the research generates not only quantitative but also
qualitative evidence, interpreted within the theoretical framework established by
Bandura’s concept of self-efficacy and Beijaard’s model of professional identity.

Chapters Three and Four: Results, Findings, and Discussion

The third chapter presents the quantitative and qualitative findings of the study, while
the fourth chapter interprets and discusses these results. Through detailed analysis,
the author provides convincing evidence supporting the initial hypotheses and
demonstrates the positive impact of pedagogical mentoring practices on the
development of self-efficacy and professional identity. Special attention is given to
the interaction of various contextual factors that shape the effectiveness of mentoring
and influence professional growth among future teachers.



Strengths and Contributions of the Dissertation

The dissertation possesses several notable strengths:

It addresses a highly relevant educational issue through a successful
combination of theoretical inquiry and empirical investigation.

The study is thoughtfully written and demonstrates a clear intention to
produce practical benefits rather than remaining solely a theoretical exercise.

A major achievement of the dissertation is the integration of a substantial
theoretical foundation with original empirical research.

The author’s personal commitment to the teaching profession is evident
throughout the work and strengthens its authenticity and practical orientation.

The theoretical discussion is enriched by a solid philosophical perspective that
views professional identity as a dynamic, socially constructed process rather
than a static condition.

The philosophical framework successfully combines ontological and
epistemological perspectives, emphasizing that professional development
emerges through experience, dialogue, and interpersonal interaction.

The findings, analyses, and recommendations have value not only within local
educational contexts but also for broader pedagogical practice and teacher
education in Israel.

Conclusion

The dissertation represents a significant contribution to the study of pedagogical
practice in Israel, particularly regarding the role of mentor teachers as educators,

guides, and experienced professionals. Based on the quality of the research design,

the clarity of its objectives and hypotheses, the depth of analysis, the validity of the
findings, and the well-balanced integration of theoretical and empirical components,

I consider this dissertation to be a substantial and successful scholarly achievement.

For these reasons, | strongly support the award of the educational and scientific
degree of Doctor (PhD) to Lyubov Slutsky.
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