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ABtop: Enenu-Marnanunu Ilantenuc Bacunakaku
Tema: ,,E3UKOBO pa3BUTHE NPHU JI€1[a C MHOKECTBEHU HapYILICHHS

I. Kparku Oumorpa¢uyHu JaHHM 32 KAHAUAATA

Enenn-Marpganunu Ilanrenuc Bacunakaku € peloBeH JOKTOPAHT B Karenapa ,,YIpaBJICHHE HA
o0Opa3oBaHMETO M cheuuanHa nexaroruka“ kpM @akynrera no negaroruka Ha lOroszamagHus
yauBepcureT ,,Heodut Puncku®. 3auncnena e cve 3anosen 730 ot 17.03. 2016 . 1 € oTuncieHa ¢ mpaBo
Ha 3ammTa cbe 3anoBen 965 ot 03.07.2020 r. He3aBucuMo ot nuricara Ha moAapoOHa aBToOnorpadguiaHa
uHpoOpManus B MPEICTABEHUS KOMIUICKT, TeMaTHKara Ha IyOJMKAIWUTe W Ha JUCEPTAHOHHOTO
W3CIe/IBaHE TIOKa3Ba IIOCJIEOBATEIEH MHTEpPeC KbM NPOOJIEMHUTE Ha CIelUalHaTa MeIaroruka,
MHOXECTBEHUTE HAPYIICHHUS, €3UKOBUTE M OOYUUTEITHUTE 3aTPYAHECHHUS U TIeJarornueckara MmoKperna 3a
Jerara ¢ TaKuBa HapylIeHUs.

II. XapakTepucTuKa Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUA TPYA

1. AKTYyaJIHOCT M HaAyYHa 3HAYUMOCT Ha U3CJIeABAHUSA MPoldaIeM

JlucepralluOHHUAT TpyX Ha r-xa Bacuminakaku Ha Tema ,,E3MKOBO pasBuTHE NpPH JeuHa c
MHOKeCTBEHU HapyleHUus1“ € pa3paboTeH B oOnacTTa Ha CHelMaliHaTa MeJaroruka U MOCTaBsl BbB
¢doxkyca cu npobiem ¢ 6e3cropHa colMaita, eJarorniecka u HaygHa 3Hadyumoct. HeoOxomuMocTtra ot
paHHO  WJAEHTH(QULUpAaHE Ha  E3UKOBUTE  3aTPyIHEHMs, KOOpAMHMpaHa palboTa  MeXIy
0011000pa3oBaTeTHN YUYUTENHU, CIEUMAIHU TMeNaro3u, JIOToneau M JPYrH CIEUUaIUCTH, KaKTo U
OCHUTYpPSIBAHETO Ha YCJIOBHUS 3a €(eKTHUBHO NMpHOOIIaBaHE Ha Jelara ¢ MHOXKECTBO HApYLICHHUS ca
BBIIPOCU C HEMOCPEICTBEHO 3HAYEHUE 32 ChbBPEMEHHOTO OOpa3oBaHue. B TO3M CMHCHI TeMaTUYHUST
n300p € HaBpeMEHEH U Mpo(eCcHoHaTHO ONpaB/IaH.

2. TeopeTH4YHAa NOCTAHOBKA U CTPYKTYypa

Jucepranusra € CTpyKTypHpaHa B TEOPETUUHA, METOAOJIOIMYHA U EMIIMPAYHA YacCT, OCIIEIBaHN
OT JUCKYCHSI, 3aKJII0UEHUE, IPETIOPBKU U popMynHupaHe Ha puHocuTe. ABTOpedeparsT nocoysa o0eM
ot 198 crpanunu, 50 Tabauuu, 3 Gpurypu u 2 npuiIoKeHus.

TekcThbT BKIIOUBAa U aOCTPAKT, KOWTO MO MPABUJIO MPUCHCTBA B IUCEPTALIMOHHUTE TPYIAOBE Ha
IPBIKH JTOKTOPAHTH, HO HE € YacT OT M3MCHUCKBAaHUATA B ObJrapckara akageMUyHa OOIIHOCT. YBOIBT
MOCTaBs SICHU 1eJT U OOEKT Ha M3CJe/BaHETO, HO He BKJIIOYBA XUIIOTE3UTE, METOJOJIOTUYHATA paMKa,
M3CJIEJOBATENICKUTE METOIM U METOIUTE Ha ChOMpaHe U aHaJIM3 HA JaHHU, KOUTO ca MPEACTaBEHU BbB
BTOparTa 4yacT Ha Tpy/a.

CunHa cTpaHa Ha TEOPETHMYHHMS 0030p € IIMPOKUAT TeMaTHuYeH IHana3oH. ABTOpKara He
penynupa €3UKOBUTE HapyLIeHHsl 0 €IWH JWarHOCTUYeH Mpodui, a T'W pas3miexaa BbB Bpb3Ka C
pa3nuyHu (POpMH Ha HApYIIEHUE U pa3BUTHE. TOBa € ChIIECTBEHO MPEIBH/I XeTEPOTeHHOCTTA, IPUCHIIA
Ha CaMOTO TIOHSTHE ,,MHOXXECTBEHH HapymieHus ‘. ChIIeBpeMEHHO UMEHHO IIUPOTaTa Ha 0030pa BOAH
Ha MeCTa JI0 U3BECTHO pa3NuisiBaHE HAa TeopeTWdyHus (okyc. B mpencraBenoro uscnensane Ou O6uio
MOJIE3HO TO-ACHO Jla C€ U3BeJe ICUXOJMHTBUCTUYEH MOJE]I Ha €3MKOBOTO PAa3BUTHE, Upe3 KOWTO
€3MKOBUTE paBHMILIA U KOMYHUKAaTHBHOTO ()YHKIIMOHMpaHe aa ObJaT OpraHW3UpaHU KaTo U3MEpHUMHU
KOMITOHEHTH.

3. len, 3anqa4m 1 peasieH NpeaMeT HA eMIIMPUYHOTO H3CJICIBaAHE

Tyk Bb3HHKBA M OCHOBHHUSAT METOAOJOTMYECKH BBIIPOC, KOMTO criopen MeH TpsboBa aa Obne
OTYETEH NPHU OLIEHKaTa Ha TpyZa. 3alNIaBUETO HA JUCEPTALUATA 3asBsABa KaTO HEMIOCPEACTBEH MPEAMET



€3MKOBOTO Pa3BUTHE HA JelaTa ¢ MHOKeCTBeHU HapylleHusl. B emnupuyHara yact o0aue e3MKOBOTO
pa3BUTHE HE € HM3MEPBAHO HemocpeAcTBeHo. Camara aBTOpKa YTOYHSIBA, Y€ IO M3CIEBA 4Ype3
BB3NPUATHUATA U NPO(YECHOHATHUTE OLEHKU HA YYUTEIM U CIIELUAIHU [1€1aro3u, a cpejl NOCTaBEHUTE
3aja4l Ce OTKPOSBAT YCTAHOBSIBAHETO Ha (DAKTOpUTE, CBBP3aHU C E3MKOBUTE M OOYyUUTEITHHUTE
3aTPyAHEHUS U POJIATA Ha yUUTenuTe npu uaeHtuduuupaneto uM. lllectre nzcnenoparencku BbIpoca
CBIIO Ca HACOYCHU KBM POJISATA U CHTPYIHHUECTBOTO MEXK]Y CHEIHATUCTUTE, UACHTU(DHUIMPAHETO HA
YUYEHHUIUTE C HApyLIEHUs, TEXHUTE OOpa30BaTEJHU U COLMAIHHU 3aTPyJHEHMs, €(PEKTUBHOCTTA Ha
CTpaTerMuTe W JOCTBIIHOCTTA Ha pPEeCcypcuTe, MPUOOIIABAHETO M BIUSHHETO Ha AeMorpadckure
XapaKTePUCTUKU BbPXY MHEHMATA HA YUUTEIIUTE.

CnenoBaTeHO peaIHUSIT HENMOCPeACTBEH O00eKT Ha eMIHMPUYHOTO H3CJIeBaHe ca
YYHUTEJCKUTE Bb3NPUATHS, OLleHKH U NPo¢eCHOHAJHHN HAIJIACH OTHOCHO YCJI0BUSATA, (pakTOpHTE U
NPAKTHKHUTE, CBbP3aHU € €3HMKOBHTE W O0OyYHMTEJHHUTE 3aTPyIHEHHUs] NPH Jiela ¢ MHOKEeCTBEHHU
HapyLIeHHMs1, a HE camara JMHaAMMKa Ha €3MKOBOTO Pa3BUTHE Ha TE3H JELa.

ToBa pasrpannuenue He o0e3leHsIBa HAPABEHOTO M3cienBaHe. HanmpoTus, modydeHUTe JaHHU
ca IOJIe3HM UMEHHO KaTo u3cje/BaHe Ha o0pa3oBaTe/iHATA cpela U NMPodeCHOHATHUTE NPEICTABH,
KOMTO MOTaT Jia IOJIoMarar Wid BB3NPENsATCTBAT pPa3BUTHETO Ha ydeHHLMTE. To obadye orpaHuyaBa
00XBaTa Ha 3aKJIIOYEHUATA 3a TAXHOTO HEMOCPEICTBEHO €3UKOBO Pa3BUTHE.

4. MeTtop0J10rusi HA eMIIMPUYHOTO M3CJIeIBaHe

EmnupuuHara yact npescTapiisiBa KOJMUECTBEHO aHKETHO U3CIIEABAHE C U3BaIKa OT 365 yuuTenu
oT 0o0IIOTO W CHEenuaHOTO oOpazoBanue B oOmact lleHTpanmna Makenonus. V3non3BaH € aBTOPCKU
BBIIPOCHUK C 54 3aTBOpEHM BBIIPOCA, Pa3[eJIeHH B TPU yacTu: JemMorpadcka, ChLUIMHCKA U 4acT C
BBIIPOCH, OTHACAIIM C€ KOHKPETHO JI0 YYEHHUIUTE C MHOXKECTBEHHU HapyiueHus. lIpeau ocHOBHOTO
u3cieBaHe € MPOBEJCHO MUWIOTHO NpoyuBaHe ¢ 45 yuutenu. Jlanaure ca oOpadorenu ¢ SPSS karo ca
U3MOJI3BaHU JIECKPUIITUBHU M UH(EPEHIIUAIHN CTaTUCTUYECKU TIPOLETYPH.

Tyk € MOMEHTBT Aa CIOfieNs, Y€ HSAKOJKO M3CIIEOBATEICKU XUIOTE3U ca (OpMYIUpaHU Upe3
TBBPJICHUS 32 MPSKO Bb3AeicTBHEe — HApUMEpP, Y€ ChTPYIHUUYECTBOTO MEXKAY IMEAAro3u W JIOromneau
,,TIOJIOKUTEITHO BIIUsE" BbPXY aKaJeMUYHOTO U COLMATHOTO pa3BuUTHE (cTp. 62) UM Ye OompeaeseHu
nogoOpeHust ,,BOIAT 110 MO-I00pH pe3yiTaTtd. AHKETHO, HEEKCIIEPUMEHTAJIIHO H3CIIe/IBaHE Ha
BB3NPUATUATA HA YUYUTEITUTE MOXKE YOEAMTENIHO Ja YCTAaHOBU TEXHHUTE OLCHKH, YOEXKAEHUs Hu
CTaTUCTUYECKUTE 3aBUCUMOCTH MEXKIY TSAX, HO HE MOXE caMO IO cebe CH Jla JIOKaXe MPUYUHHO
BB3/ICICTBHE BbPXY Pa3BUTUETO Ha J€llaTa. 3aToBa IpHUEMaM IOJYyYEHUTE PE3YJITaTH KaTo JOCTOBEPHO
ONMHCAaHKWE Ha TNPO(PECHOHATHUTE BB3MPUATHUS Ha M3CIEABAHUTE YUYHUTENIU, HO OUX mpernopbyaia
NPUYMHHUTE POPMYITMPOBKH J1a ObJJaT HHTEPIPETUPAHH MO-TIPENA3INBO.

5. AHaJIM3 U MHTepHpeTAlMs HA pe3yJTaTuTe

EmnupuunusT Marepuan e 3HauMTedeH no obem. OtroBopure Ha 365 ywyacTHHIM ca
CUCTEMAaTU3UpaHU M aHAJIM3UPAHU Ype3 MHOKECTBO TEMAaTWYHH MOJYJHU, Karo ca pasrielaHd KakTo
o0IIMTE TEHJEHIIMU, Taka ¥ Pa3IUuMATa B 3aBHCUMOCT OT jAeMorpadckure U npohecuoHaTHUTE
XapakTepucTuku. Te3u pe3ynTaTu UMaT HeCbMHEHa IPAKTUYeCKa CTOMHOCT 3a Cel[MalHaTa [eAaroruka.
Cunara UM € Hail-Beue B TOBAa, Y€ YCTAHOBSBAT XapaKTEPUCTHUKUTE Ha oOpa3oBaTesHaTa cpela —
npodecroHaiHa KOMIIETEHTHOCT, B3aUMOJEHCTBUE MEXAY CHELHATUCTUTE, AOCTBI [0 PECYpCH,
MEXaHU3MH Ha HJIeHTU(ULIMpaHe U mprodIIaBaHe.

Tyk BB3HHMKBa M €IMH, HAa NPBB MOIVIE]l ChAbpIKATEIEH BBIIPOC, CBbP3aH C OajlaHca MEeXay
OIMCAHKUETO Ha pesyararute — 51 crp. (ctp. 72 - 123) u quckycusta — 5 crp. (ctp. 124 - 129). Ha pona
Ha 1ojfo0eH MoapoOeH, BU3yaJeH M OMMCATENIEH aHalu3 Ha pe3yiATaTuTe JUCKYCHsl aT 5 CTpaHUIU
u3Mekaa KpaHO HenocTarbyHa. He ciydaiiHO o0ade MOSICHHX, Y€ BBIOPOCHT CaMO M3IVIEXKIa
cbabpkartenieH. CMstaM, ye TyK cTaBa JAyMa IO-CKOPO 3a TEXHHUYECKO pPELIeHUE, Thi Karo camMuTe
pe3ysITaTi BKIIIOYBAT JAOCTAaThUYHO HAOMIONEHUS, U3BOAN U 00OOIIEHUS, KOUTO J1a ObJaT BKJIIOYEHU KaTo
4acT OT AUCKycusATa. bux mpenopbuaa pu €BEeHTYaIHO ITyOJIMKyBaHE HA JUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYJ TE3U
JIBE 4acTH J1a ce OanaHcupar.



II1. IlyOmukanmu 1o TeMara ¥ Hay4YHa AKTUBHOCT

B aBropedepara ca mocodeHu mer MyONMKAIMM HA TOKTOPAHTKAaTa, Karo YEeTUPH OT TAX ca
HEMOCPEACTBEHO CBBP3aHU C IMO-IIMPOKOTO MpOoOJIIeMHO mojie Ha auceprauusara. [lyOnukanuronHara
AaKTUBHOCT MOKa3Ba TEMaTHYHA IMOCJIEI0BATEITHOCT U CTPEMEXK PE3YJITATUTE U TEOPETUYHUTE THPCEHUS
na ObJIaT MpeACTaBeHHU Mpe]] HayuyHa ayqUTOPHUSL.

IV. OcHOBHM HAYYHU M HAYYHO-NIPUJIOKHU IPUHOCHU

[Ippemam Karo OCHOBEH NPUHOC Ha JUCEPTALIMOHHOTO MH3CJEBaHE CBHOMpPAHETO U
CUCTCMATU3HUPAHCTO HA 3HAYUTCIICH KOPITYC OT AJAaHHU 3a BB3NPHUATUATA HA YUUTCIIU OT O6IJ_IOTO u
CHEIHAIHOTO 00pa30BaHHWE OTHOCHO Jelara ¢ MHOXXECTBEHH HapyUIeHHs] B KOHKPETHUS TPBLKHU
00pa3oBaTeIeH KOHTEKCT.

Camara aBTOpKa IpaBUIHO (GOPMYIHpA €IUH OT IPUHOCUTE KaTO MPEeIOCTaBsSIHE HA EMITUPUYHU
JTIOKA3aTeJICTBA 32 Bb3MPUATHATA HA YUUTEJINTE OTHOCHO €3MKOBOTO pa3BUTHE Ha JIEl[a C MHOXKECTBEHU
Hapyuienus. iMeHHo Ta3u (popMynupoBKa CIiopes] MEH Hall-TOYHO O4YepTaBa JeWCTBUTEIHATA JoOaBeHa
CTOMHOCT Ha CMIIUPUYIHOTO H3CIICABAHEC. bux 6I/IJIa [Mo-BHHUMATECIHA CAUHCTBCHO IIPU TBHLPACHUCTO, Y€
TPYABT caM IO cede CU MPEeA0CTaBs EMINPUYHH T0KA3aTENICTBA 32 €3UKOBOTO Pa3BUTHeE Ha Je1aTa, Thid
KaTo B U3CJIEABAHETO HAMA HETIOCPEACTBEHU €3UKOBH JIaHHH.

V. Kputuunu 0ejie:KK U NPenopbKU

OcHoBHaTa MU IMPEIopbKa IMpou3Thda OT BCUC ITOCOYCHOTO PAaSMHUHABAHC MCKAY HIMPOKOTO
3aryaBuMe Ha JUCEpTalusATa U PeallHusd eMIUupUdeH npeaMer. Hactosmusar Tpyn yOeauTeHo u3ciieaBa
(dakTopuTe, ycjioBuATA U NPOPECHOHATHUTE BbH3NPHUATHS, KOUTO MOrar Aa MOANOMAraTr Wi
BB3NPENSATCTBAT €3MKOBOTO W 00pa30BaTeHOTO (PYHKUMOHHPAHE HA Jela ¢ MHOKECTBEHH
HapywieHusi. ToBa € JETUTUMEH M MPAKTUYECKH 3HAYMM HU3CIEAOBATEIICKU MpeaMeT. Toi obaye He e
TBKJECTBEH HAa HEMOCPEACTBEHO U3CIEABAaHE HA €3MKOBOTO pa3BuTHe. MIMeHHO nmopaau Ta3u npuynHa
OuX Tpernopbyuaia HACTOSIIUAT TPy Ja C€ pa3mIek]a U KaTo 100pa OCHOBA 3a ClIeBaIO0, MO-TSICHO
TICUXOJIMHTBUCTUYHO H3CJE/BaHE, B KOETO €3MKOBOTO pa3BUTHE Aa ObJe HAOMIOAAaBaHO MPSKO TPU
caMuTe Jera.

Bbnpoc kbM J0KTOpaHTKaTa: Ao B OBJAEIIO MPOyYBAaHE CE€ MPEMUHE OT H3CJIEIBaHE Ha
BBINPUATUATA HA YUUTCIIUTE KbM MPAKO IIPOYUBAHEC HA €3MKOBOTO Pa3sBUTUC NTPU ACIA C MHOKCCTBCHU
HapyIIeHUs, KOM TPU €3MKOBU IOKazaTens OWXTe CMETHaNIM 3a Hail-MHPOpPMATUBHM U Kak OMXTe
pazpaboTuiiv Tpoleaypa, CIocoOHa Ja MpOocCieasBa MPOMEHUTE B TSIX BbB BPEMETO MPU CHITHO
XEeTepOreHHa rpymna jaeuna’?

VI. 3akiawuenue

B 3akimiodueHue, MpencTaBeHUSAT TUCEPTALMOHEH TPyH pPa3lekaa aKTyaleH M OOIIECTBEHO
3HaYUM MpoOJIeM B 001aCcTTa Ha CTIeIIMaHATa earoruka. [locoueHnTe MEeToI0JIOTHUYeCKH OTPAHUYCHUS
— MPEeau BCUYKO pPa3TPaHUUYEHUETO MEXIY HEMOCPEJICTBEHO H3CIIE/IBAHE HA €3WKOBOTO pa3BUTHE U
W3ciieBaHe Ha MNPOPECHOHATHUTE BB3NPUATHS 3a (DAKTOPUTE, KOUTO TO TONANOMArar Wid
BB3IPEMATCTBAT — CJe/[Ba 1a ObJaT OTUETEHH MPU MHTEPIPETAIUATA Ha PE3YITaTUTE, HO HE 00e3CHIIBaT
MIPUHOCUTE Ha U3BBPIICHATa padoTa.

[IpenBun akTyamHoCTTa Ha IpobIemMa, obemMa Ha M3BbpIlIeHaTa TEOPETUYHA U eMITupHuyYHa paboTa,
IMOJIYYCHHUTC PE3YITATH U HAYUHO-IIPUJIOKHUTEC MPUHOCH, MPEAJIaraM Ha yBaKa€eMOTO0 HAYYHO KypH
aa npucban Ha Egenu-Marganunu Ilantenunc Bacmiakaku o0pa3oBaresiHaTa M HAYYHA CTeleH
»1OKTOp* B nmpodecnonasno HanpasJjenue 1.2. Ilenaroruka, 1o0KTopcka nporpama ,,Cneuuajna
neaarormka‘,

biaroesrpazn ABTOp Ha CTAaHOBHILIETO:
Hara: 24.08.2026
aou. a1-p Muiiena Jlesyniuesa
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I. Brief Biographical Information about the Candidate

Eleni-Magdalini Pantelis Vasilakaki is a full-time PhD student in the Department of Educational
Management and Special Education at the Faculty of Education, Neofit Rilski South-West University.
She was enrolled by Order No. 730 of 17 March 2016 and was granted the right to defend her thesis by
Order No. 965 of 3 July 2020.

Notwithstanding the lack of detailed biographical information in the submitted dossier, the subject matter
of the publications and the doctoral research demonstrates a consistent interest in the issues of special
education, multiple disabilities, language and learning difficulties, and educational support for children
with such disabilities.

I1. General Evaluation of the Dissertation

1. Relevance and Scientific Significance of the Research Problem

Ms Vasilakaki’s doctoral thesis, entitled ‘Language Development in Children with Multiple Disabilities’,
was written in the field of special education and focuses on an issue of undoubted social, educational and
scientific significance. The need for early identification of language difficulties, coordinated work
between mainstream teachers, special needs teachers, speech and language therapists and other
specialists, as well as ensuring conditions for the effective inclusion of children with multiple disabilities,
are issues of immediate relevance to contemporary education. In this sense, the choice of topic is timely
and professionally justified.

2. Theoretical Framework and Structure

The thesis is structured into theoretical, methodological and empirical sections, followed by a discussion,
conclusion, recommendations and a summary of the contributions. The abstract states that the thesis
comprises 198 pages, 50 tables, 3 figures and 2 appendices.

The text also includes an abstract, which is usually included in the dissertations of Greek doctoral
candidates but is not a requirement within the Bulgarian academic community. The introduction sets out
clear research aims and objectives, but does not include the hypotheses, methodological framework,
research methods, or methods of data collection and analysis, which are presented in the second part of
the thesis.

A strength of the theoretical review is its broad thematic scope. The author does not reduce language
disorders to a single diagnostic profile, but examines them in relation to various forms of disorder and
development. This is essential given the heterogeneity inherent in the very concept of ‘multiple
disorders’.



At the same time, it is precisely the breadth of the review that leads, in places, to a certain dilution of the
theoretical focus. In the present study, it would be useful to more clearly outline a psycholinguistic model
of language development, through which language levels and communicative functioning could be
organised as measurable components.

3. Research Aim, Objectives and the Actual Empirical Object of Investigation

This raises the key methodological issue which, in my view, must be taken into account when evaluating
the work. The title of the thesis states that its immediate subject is the language development of children
with multiple disabilities. In the empirical section, however, language development is not measured
directly. The author herself specifies that she examines it through the perceptions and professional
assessments of teachers and special needs teachers, whilst the objectives set include identifying the
factors associated with language and learning difficulties and the role of teachers in identifying them.
The six research questions also focus on the role and collaboration between specialists, the identification
of pupils with disabilities, their educational and social difficulties, the effectiveness of strategies and the
accessibility of resources, inclusion, and the influence of demographic characteristics on teachers’
opinions.

Consequently, the actual immediate focus of the empirical study is teachers’ perceptions, assessments
and professional attitudes regarding the conditions, factors and practices associated with language and
learning difficulties in children with multiple disabilities, rather than the actual dynamics of these
children’s language development.

This distinction does not detract from the value of the study. On the contrary, the data obtained are useful
precisely as an examination of the educational environment and professional perceptions that may
support or hinder pupils’ development. However, it does limit the scope of the conclusions regarding
their immediate language development.

4. Research Methodology

The empirical part consists of a quantitative survey involving a sample of 365 teachers from mainstream
and special education in the Central Macedonia region. A questionnaire devised by the author was used,
comprising 54 closed-ended questions divided into three sections: demographic, substantive, and a
section containing questions specifically relating to pupils with multiple disabilities. A pilot study
involving 45 teachers was conducted prior to the main study. The data were analysed using SPSS,
employing both descriptive and inferential statistical procedures.

It is worth noting here that several research hypotheses were formulated as statements of direct impact —
for example, that collaboration between teachers and speech and language therapists ‘positively
influences’ academic and social development (p. 62) or that certain improvements ‘lead’ to better
outcomes. A questionnaire-based, non-experimental study of teachers’ perceptions can convincingly
establish their assessments, beliefs and the statistical correlations between them, but cannot in itself prove
a causal effect on children’s development. I therefore accept the findings as a reliable description of the
professional perceptions of the teachers surveyed, but I would recommend that causal statements be
interpreted with greater caution.

5. Analysis and Interpretation of Results

The empirical database is substantial, and the results are systematically organised across a number of
thematic modules. Both general patterns and differences associated with demographic and professional
characteristics are examined.



Among the most relevant findings are the high value attached to interdisciplinary collaboration,
recognition of the major role of special educators and speech and language professionals, and an evident
need for enhanced professional development, assessment resources and specialist support. Teachers
report greater subjective preparedness and more structured planning when working with pupils with
language disorders than when working with pupils with multiple disabilities. The results also highlight
the need for improved assessment tools and professional training in relation to children with multiple
disabilities.

These findings are of clear practical importance to special education. Their strongest contribution lies in
identifying system-level conditions surrounding the child: professional competence, interdisciplinary
cooperation, access to resources, identification procedures and inclusion practices.

I11. Publications Related to the Dissertation

The abstract lists five publications by the PhD candidate, four of which are directly related to the broader
subject area of the thesis. Her publication record demonstrates thematic consistency and a commitment
to presenting her findings and theoretical explorations to an academic audience.

IV. Main Scientific and Applied Contributions

I regard the collection and systematisation of a substantial body of data on the perceptions of teachers in
mainstream and special education regarding children with multiple disabilities within the specific Greek
educational context as the main contribution of this doctoral research.

The author herself correctly identifies one of the contributions as providing empirical evidence regarding
teachers’ perceptions of the language development of children with multiple disabilities. It is precisely
this formulation, in my view, that most accurately captures the actual added value of the empirical
research.

I would, however, be more cautious regarding the claim that the study in itself provides empirical
evidence on children’s language development, as the research does not contain any direct language data.
V. Critical Remarks and Recommendations

My main recommendation stems from the discrepancy, already mentioned, between the broad title of the
thesis and its actual empirical focus. This thesis convincingly examines the factors, conditions and
professional perceptions that may facilitate or hinder the linguistic and educational functioning of
children with multiple disabilities. This is a legitimate and practically significant research topic.
However, it is not synonymous with a direct study of language development.

It is precisely for this reason that I would recommend that this study be regarded as a sound foundation
for a subsequent, more focused psycholinguistic study, in which language development is observed
directly in the children themselves.

Question to the PhD Candidate

If a future study were to move from investigating teachers' perceptions to directly examining language
development in children with multiple disorders, which three linguistic indicators would you consider
most informative, and how would you design a procedure capable of tracking their change over
time in a highly heterogeneous group of children?

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, this dissertation addresses a current and socially significant issue in the field of special
education. The methodological limitations noted—primarily the distinction between direct research on
language development and research on professional perceptions of the factors that facilitate or hinder



it—should be taken into account when interpreting the results, but they do not invalidate the contributions
of this work.

Given the relevance of the issue, the scope of the theoretical and empirical work conducted, the results
obtained, and the scientific and applied contributions, I recommend that the esteemed academic jury
award Eleni-Magdalini Pantelis Vasilakaki the educational and scientific degree of “Doctor” in the
professional field 1.2. Pedagogy, doctoral program “Special Education.”

Blagoevgrad
Date: August 242026

Assoc. Prof. Milena Levunlieva, PhD



