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UsieH Ha Hay4HO JKYpHU 3a MPUCHKIaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTesiHa U Hay4Ha CTeMeH ,,J{okTop*
o npodecruoHanHo HanpasieHue 4.4. ,,Hayku 3a 3emsta’, JOKTOpcKa nmporpama ,,FIkoHoMudecka u
couuainna reorpapus

HoxTopanTt: Bacun Pocenos [Tanaypcku

Tema Ha qucepTanuoHeH TpyA: ,,ConuanHo-aeMorpadcku npouecu B rpaHUYHUTE TEPUTOPUH HA
IOro3zanangnus paiion*

Hayuen pbroBoauren: nou. n1-p Emunusa [Tarapuanosa

Hacrosiiara perien3ust € u3roTBeHo Ha ocHoBanue 3amoBen Ne PJ[-1554 | 17.07.2026 r. Ha
Pexrtopa na KO3V “Heodur Puiicku®, B CbOTBETCTBHE C M3MCKBAHUATA HAa 3aKOHA 32 pa3BUTHE HA
akajgemuuHus cbctaB B Peny6nuka bearapus (3PACPB), IlpaBunHuka 3a HErOBOTO NPUIIOKEHNE
(ITIBPACPB) u un.56 or Bbrpemnure mpaBuia 3a pa3BUTHE Ha akaJIMU4YHHS cbcTaB Ha HO3Y
,Heobut Puncku*.

JlaHHH 32 KaHAUAATA

Bacun [Narmypcku e pomen mpe3 1989 r. [pe3 2016 r. 3aBbpiBa Maructsp 1o ¢punancu B FO3Y
,Heodut Puncku — braroesrpaz. IIpe3 nepuona 2022-2026 1. € 10oKTOpaHT B YHUBEPCUTETA, KaTeapa
,leorpadusi, ekoioruss M omasBaHe Ha okonHara cpega. Ot 2014 . no MomeHTa paboOTH Karo
nperionasaren B [Ipupono-maremarnueckara rumuasust, biaroeBrpaj.

Bnanee aHIImiicKu €3UK.

JlaHHU 32 JUCEPTALHOHHMSA TPYA

[IpencraBeHusT nUcCepTallMOHEH TPyHd € B o0eM OT 245 cTpaHUIM M BKIKOYBA YBOJ, IIECT
IJIaBY, 3aKitoueHue u Ombnmuorpadus. TekcToBUAT Marepuall € WiocTpupan ¢ 55 ¢urypu u 34
tabnuiu. bubnuorpadckara cnpaBka cbabpka 135 3arnaBus Ha ObATapCKu €3WK, 61 HA aHTIMIICKU
e3uk U 50 HHTepHEeT NU3TOYHHKA.

TekcThT HA JUCEPTAMOHHUS TPYX € HAaIMCaH CTETHATO, B JIOTHYECKA MOCIIEIOBATEITHOCT U C
ACHO u3JoXkeHune. ChIbp)KaHUETO Ha OTAEIHHUTE IJIaBU € J00pe OaJlaHCHMpaHO, a CTUIBT Ha
U3JI0KEHHE ChOTBETCTBA HA HEOOXOIMMOTO HayYHO PaBHUIIIE.

B VBO/[A ca pa3rinenaHu akTyaJlHOCTTa Ha TeMaTa, 00EKThT, IPEAMETHT, LeNTa U 3a4a4uTe
Ha U3cJeBaHeTo. APryMEHTHPaHO € 000CHOBaHA HEOOXOAMMOCTTA OT MPOBEXKAAHETO HA MOAOOHO
Hay4YHO u3cienBaHe. TemaTta Ha AUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA € aKTyalHa M OT IVIeJJHa TOYKa Ha HelHaTa
MpaKTHYecKa MPUIOKHUMOCT. Ts MpUTEKaBa BUCOKA HAyYHA M MPAKTHYECKa 3HAYMMOCT TPEIBHI
3a/IbI00YaBaAlUTE CE MPOLIECH Ha JENOoNyjalus, BIOLUIaBaHETO Ha Bb3pacToBaTa CTPYKTypa Ha
HACEJICHHETO, MUTPAIUATA ¥ COIMAITHO-UKOHOMUYECKaTa MoJIsipu3anus B nepuepHUTEe paiioHn Ha
CTpaHara.

SIcHO e mpencTaBeH NpeIMEeThT Ha M3CJIECABAHETO — COLMAIHO-AEMOrpa)CKUTE NMPOLECH B
rpannuHuTe oOmuMHM Ha lOrozamannus paifon. Llenta e KoHKpeTHO ¢opMmyiHpaHa, KakTo MU
YeTUpUTE 3aJa4d 3a HeHHOTO mnocturaHe. PopMmynupaHa € XHUIOTe3aTa, Y€ HEeraTHBHHUTE
aeMorpadcku mpolecu Morar ja ObJaT KOPUTHPAaHU 4pe3 e(EeKTUBHOTO M3IOJI3BaHE HAa MECTHUS
pecypceH MOoTeHIMall ¥ MPUJIaraHeTo Ha CIIeUaIHoO pa3pabOTeHH MOJIEH 3a pa3BUTHE.
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I'eorpadckusT 00XBaT Ha M3CIEABAHETO BKJIKOYBA IPAHUYHU OOIIMHH, KAaTO JOKTOPAHTHT
apryMeHTupa u300pa UM, OT €Ha CTPaHa, C SICHO U3pPa3eHUTE HETaTHBHU JeMOTrpad)CKu MpoIiecH, a
ot apyra — ¢ 6nuzoctra uM 10 P. CeBepna Makenonus, Perryonuka CepOust u Peny6iinka ['bpuusi.

B oppBa  IJIaBa, , TEOPETUYHO-METO/{OJIOTHYHHU  OCHOBH  HA
H3CJIEJIBAHETO. OCHOBEH IIOHATHUEH AIIAPAT®, e nanpaBeH mperjiea ¥ aHaid3 Ha
M3II0JI3BAHUS TOHATHUMHO-TEPMUHOJIOTUYEH amapar. Pa3kpuTu ca ChIIHOCTTA, 3HAYEHHETO U
pa3sBUTHETO Ha JAeMorpadusara, KakTo M OCHOBHHUTE NpOOIEeMH, KOMTO ca OOEKT Ha HEHHOTO
uscienBaHe. JIOKTOpaHTHT oOOpBIIA CHENMATHO BHUMAHHWE HAa pa3IMYHUTE KOHLENIMU 32
HACEJICHUETO U HACEJICHUTE MECTa.

Pasrnenana e KoHIENIUATA 3a ,, democpagcka pesunueHmuocm *, 94pe3 KOSITo ce Ipesiara aa
ObIaT  TOAKPENSHH  TEPUTOPHH,  TPOSBSIBAILM  AJaTUBHOCT  TOCPEACTBOM  3ala3eHa
KH3HECTIOCOOHOCT WM colManHa MoOmm3anus. Ha ta3u ocHOBa TOKTOPaHTHT 000CO0sIBa HAKOJIKO
THTIA OOIIMHH.

PazpaboteHa e joruyecka MakpopaMka, ype3 KOSTO ce apryMeHTHpa Te3aTa, 4e COLUaJIHO-
nemorpadekure siBineHuss B HOrosamaaHus palioH ca B 3HAYUTENIHA CTENEH JIETEPMHHHUPAHU OT
TEXHUTE NPOCTPAHCTBEHH XapaKTEpUCTUKU. V3sicHEHa € METOAOJIOrHATa Ha U3CJIEIBAHETO U ca
IIPEJICTAaBEHU NPUIOKEHUTE KOJIMYECTBEHN U KAUeCTBEHH METO/IH.

JIOKTOPaHTHT M3I0JI3Ba HHTEPAUCIUIUIMHAPEH MOIX0, ChYETaBalll METOIU OT COIMAIHATA U
MKOHOMHYECKaTa reorpadus, naemMorpadusra, CTaTUCTUYECKHs aHAIW3 W TPOCTPAHCTBEHOTO
Mojenupane. OcCOOCHO TMOJIOKUTENTHO BIIEYATIICHUE IPABH M3MOJI3BAHETO HA MaTeMaTHYECKU
WHCTPYMEHTH, BKJIIIOUYUTEIHO paHroBara Kopeianus Ha Cnmpman, kKakTo W npmiarasero Ha ['MC
aHaJIM3 3a IPOCTPAHCTBEHA UHTEPIPETALlUs Ha U3CIIeIBAHUTE IPOLIECH.

ABTOpPBT yOEIUTETHO JI0Ka3Ba, 4ye jJeMorpad)ckara yCTOMUMBOCT HE 3aBUCH €IMHCTBEHO OT
MKOHOMHYECKUTE MMOKa3aTel, a B 3HAUUTEIHA CTENEH Ce ONpeseNs U OT HaJMYUEeTO Ha COLUallHA
MHOPACTPYKTYypa, OOCTBIIa 10 3/paBeolna3BaHe W o00pa3oBaHUE, KAaKTO M OT TPaHCHOPTHATa
CBBP3aHOCT.

ChIIecTBeH NMPUHOC HA AMCEPTAMOHHOTO H3CIICABAHE € 6bBEHCOAHEeMO HA UHOBAMUBEH
BUCOYUHEH MoOel, Ype3 KOWTO ce JJ0Ka3Ba, 4e CHITHO NMPECEYCHUAT TUTAHWHCKH peried aeicTBa KaTo
ecTeCTBeHa Oapuepa, BOJIEIa J0 OCKBIIsIBaHE Ha MHPPACTPYKTypaTa M OrpaHMYaBaHe Ha JOCTHIIA
no 0a3zoBu yciayru. To3um mpolec € HMHTEPIPEeTHpaH TOCPEIACTBOM aBTOPCKATa KOHIICTIIUS 3a
,»KOPETIAIMOHHUTE CIIUpaJIN ‘.

[IpeuioskeHNTE KOHIENIUU Pa3lIMpsBAT aHAIUTUYHUS UHCTPYMEHTApUYyM Ha PErMOHATHUTE
U3CIeIBaHMs U IPEACTaBIsIBAT IPUHOC KbM PAa3BUTHETO HAa ChbBpEMEHHaTa reorpadcka HaykKa.

BovB BTOpa rmama, ,,PAKTOPU 34 PA3BUTHE HA COLHAJIHO-/[EMOI'PAOCKUTE
IIPOLIECH B I'PAHUYHUTE TEPUTOPUU HA FOIO3AIIAJHHUA PAHOH*, noapo6uo ca
aHAJTM3UpPaHU NPUPOTHUTE (HAKTOPH U € HalpaBeHa KIacH(UKAIMI Ha OOIMHHUTE CIIOPEe]] TAXHATA
POJISL B COLMAITHO-TIEeMOTpadCcKOTO UM pa3BuTHe. V3BbpIlieHa € 1 KOMIUIEKCHA MaTpHYHa OIleHKa Ha
CHOTHOIIICHUETO MEXIY IMPHUPOTHHUTE PECypcH W OapwepHuTe Mpel Pa3BUTHETO. YOCIWTETHO ¢
MOKa3aHo, 4Ye MPHUpPOJIHATAa Cpela H3MBJIHABA POJATa HAa BaXKEH pEryjJaTop Ha MNPOTUYALIUTE
HETraTUBHH JeMOTpad)CKH MPOLECH B U3CIEIBAHUTE OOIINHU.

HanpaBena e xapakTepuCTHKa M OLIEHKA Ha CEJIMIHATA MpEeXa, Yype3 KOUTO JOKTOPAHTHT
JI0Ka3Ba Bojemiara poss Ha peneda 3a (GopMuUpaHETO M Pa3BUTHUETO Ha CENMUIIHMS MOJEN Ha
OOmMUHUTE U 00OCHOBaBa HETOBOTO BIIHMSIHHE BBPXY COIMAITHO-MKOHOMHYECKATa TU(EpeHIHAIINS
MEXIy TsIX. Pasrmemanu ca mpormecuTe Ha ypOaHM3amuWs, pypaiu3aius, MceBAoypOaHU3aus U
pypOaHu3aIys, KakTo U TEXHUAT AeMorpadcku eexT.



[TpoeaenusT SWOT ananu3 Ha 14-Te 0O0mMHM JaBa sicHA U CUCTEMAaTHU3UpaHa MIPEICTaBa 3a
TAXHOTO CBCTOSTHUE M TOTEHIMA] 3a pa3BUTHE. AHalu3MpaHa € 3aabiadodaBaiiara ce
BHTPCITHOPETHOHAIHA TOJSPU3AIUs U € YCTAHOBEH 3HAYUTENICH AUcOallaHC 1O OocTa ,,IICHThP—
nepudepus”. Bp3 OcHOBa Ha KOMIUIEKCHUS aHAJIM3 JOKTOPAHTBHT Kiacu(uuupa wu3cIeIBaHUTE
OOIIVHM B IET SICHO 000CO0EHN HKOHOMUKO-IeMOTpadCKu MoJIena:

1. »JIpo Ha yCryruTe*;

2. » Y I3BUMHU TEPUTOPHUU";

3. Mopaen Ha ,,(hanmmuBaTa HHIYCTpUATHU3AIM ;

4, Mopaen Ha yCTOWYUBHTE TPAIUIIUU U PEUHIYCTPUAIA3AIUATA;
5. Mopen Ha MKOHOMUYECKOTO OIYCTHHSIBAHE.

Ta3u kimacupukanuss UMa ChHINECTBEHO 3HAYCHHE 3a PA3KpHUBAHETO HA pa3HuYUATa B
COILIMATTHO-UKOHOMHYECKOTO U JeMOrpadCKOTO pa3BUTHE HA TPAHUYHUTE OONIMHH W Ch3llaBa
OCHOBA 3a pa3pabOTBaHETO HA TU(EPCHIIUPAHH ITOAXOIN U MOJIENH 33 TIXHOTO OBICIIO pPa3BUTHE.
ABTOPBT OT/ENS CIEeNUaTHO BHUMAHUE U Ha TPAHCTPAHUYHOTO ChTPYAHHUYECTBO. AHAIM3UPAHU ca
pa3IMyHU TPOTrpaMHd W MEXaHHW3MH 3a TOJANOMAaraHe pa3BUTHETO Ha T'PAHUYHHUTE OOIIUHH,
BKJIIOUMTEIHO Ype3 pealu3upaHeTo Ha HHQPPACTpyKTypHU mpoekTu. Pasriemana e ponsta Ha
TPaHCTPAaHUYHUTE WHUIUMATUBU KaTO MHCTPYMEHT 3a TMpeoJoJigsBaHe Ha mnepudepHOCTTa,
nmoAoOpsiBaHE Ha CBBP3aHOCTTA W CTUMYJIMpPAHE HA COIMATHO-UKOHOMHUYECKOTO pPa3BUTHE Ha
W3CJIEIBAHUTE TEPUTOPUH.

Tpera rtnaBa, ,JEMOI'PA®CKU I[IPOOU]I HA [I'PAHUYHUTE OBLUHU",
MPEACTABIISIBA CHIIECTBEHA U METOAOJOTUYHO 3HAYMMA YacT OT JAUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPYI, ThU KaTO
M3TpaXkaa eMIMpUYHaTa OCHOBA 3a IOCIICJBAINNTE AHAIMTHYHH W TPUIOKHH H3Boau. Upes
3a1bJI00YEHO H3CiIe/IBaHe Ha JeMorpadckure mporecd B 14-Te rpaHWYHHM OOMIMHU 3a Tepuoja
20012024 r. aBTOPBHT OuepTaBa SICHO OCHOBHUTE TEHACHIIMM HA JEMOMYyJalus, 3acTapsBaHe U
MPOCTPAHCTBEHA AeMorpadcka mosipu3aius.

I'maBata ce orimuyaBa ¢ q00pa CTPYKTYPUPAHOCT, MOCIEIOBATEIHOCT HA M3JI0KEHHUETO M YMENO
ChU€TaBaHE Ha KOJWYECTBEH aHAIM3 C TepurtopuasiHa uHTepnpetanus. [lomoxurenHa oleHka
3acily’kaBa IMHUPOKUIT 0OXBAT HA M3MOJ3BaHUTE JeMOrpadcky mokaszaTtenu — Opoil M I'bCTOTa Ha
HAaCeJICHUETO, €CTECTBEH M MEXaHMUYEH MPHUPACT, KAKTO M BBH3pPacTOBa M 0Opa3oBaTeIHa CTPYKTypa
Ha HaceJIeHWeTo. AHAIU3BT YOSIUTEITHO TTOKa3Ba, Y€ AeMorpadckara Kpu3a B TpaHUYHUTE OOIIUHA
HE MpECTaBIsiBa XOMOTE€HEH IPOIIEC, a CE MPOSABSIBA C pa3IMyHAa MHTEH3UBHOCT B 3aBUCUMOCT OT
MKOHOMUYECKATAa aKTUBHOCT, TPAHCIIOPTHATA AOCTBIIHOCT U CTENEHTa Ha Pa3BUTHE HA COI[MAIHATa
uHppacTpykTypa. OcoOEHO 1IeHEH € aKIIEHTHT BbPXY poJiATa Ha UHOPACTPYKTYPHUTE KOPUAOPH U
TAXHOTO BJIMSIHUE BHPXY MOOMITHOCTTA U 33AbPKAHETO HA HACEICHUETO.

CepllecTBeH MPUHOC HaA TJIaBaTa € TPyNMUpaHETO Ha oOOmuMHUTE, 0a3upaHO Ha KOMILUIEKCHA
HelapaMeTpUYHa PAaHTOBa OIEHKA. T03M MOX0/] TT03BOJISIBA SICHO pa3TpaHWYaBaHe HA PA3TUIHHUTE
nemorpadcku mpodusm Ha M3CIEIBAHUTE OOIIMHM M NPENOCTaBsl aHAJIMTUYHA OCHOBAa 3a
dbopmynupane Ha audepeHIHpaHd TOJMTHKH 3a pPerHoHaaHO pa3BuThe. CrenuaiHO BHUMAaHHE
3acimykaBa U HJICHTU(UIIUPAHETO HAa CHENUGUYHU Cclydau, KaTo aeMorpadckusi mapagokc Ha
CaroBua, KOeTO JOMpHHACS 3a IM0-33AbJI00YEHOTO pa3dupaHe Ha BBTPEUTHOPETHOHATHUTE
paznuyusi.

Hapen ¢ GescrmopHuTe MOCTOMHCTBA Ha TJlaBaTa MOTaT Jga ObJAT OTHPAaBEHU U HSIKOW YMEPEHH
KputuuHu Oenexxku. Ha mbpBO MsACTO, HEOOXOAMMO € yeIHaKBABaHE Ha W3IOJI3BaHATA
TepMuHOIOTUsA. Ha BTOpO MsCTO, aHAMM3BT HA MUTPAIIMOHHUTE MPOIECH, BKIIOYUTETHO Ha eeKTa
ot mangemusara or COVID-19, 6u morea na Obe DOMBIHEH C MO-SCHO pa3rpaHHYaBaHEe MEXITY
KPaTKOCPOYHHUTE U BPEMEHHH MPEMECTBAHUS U YCTOMYMBUTE MHUTPAIMOHHHW TEHJIEHIMU. ToBa Ou
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MO3BOJIMJIO TO-TIPEIM3HA OIIEHKAa Ha PEAJTHOTO BB3JACHCTBUE HA MAHJIEMHYHHUS TEPUOJ BBPXY
nemorpadcekara CTpyKTypa Ha U3CIeABAaHUTE OOLUHY.

JIOIIBTHUTETHO, MaKap €THOKYITYpHHUTE (AaKTOPH Ja ca MOCOYCHH KAaTO 3HAYUMU 32 Pa3IndusTa B
PaBHHUILIETO HA PaXJAAEMOCTTa, TAXHOTO BJIMSHUE OCTaBa CPaBHUTENIHO KpaTko pasriegaHo. Ilo-
3aIBJIO0YEHOTO M3CIICJIBAHE HA KYITYPHHTE, OOpa30BATEIHUTE M COIMATHUTE MEXaHHU3MH, KOUTO
CTOST B OCHOBaTa Ha TE3M pa3auuds, OW 00OTraTWJI0 HWHTEPIpPETAllMOHHATa paMKa Ha
JMCEPTALIMOHHOTO U3CJIEBAHE.

B zakmouenue, Tpema enaéa NeMOHCTpUpPA BHCOKA CTEIICH HAa eMITMPUYHA 3a1bJIO0YCHOCT,
aHATUTUYHA TIOCJEAOBATCIHOCT W HaydyHa CTOHWHOCT. HampaBeHUTE KPUTHYHH OCIEKKH U
MPENOpbKU HMMAT MPEJUMHO YTOUHSIBAIl M JOMBJBAIl XapaKTep W HE MPOMEHAT ISJIOCTHATA
MOJIOKUTETHA OIICHKa Ha pa3paboTkara.

UYersbpra tmnasa, ,AHAJIN3 HA COLHUAJIHUTE I[IPOLECH B I[PAHUYHUTE
OBII[MHH “, 3aema Ba)XHO MSCTO B CTPYKTYypaTa Ha IUCEPTALMOHHMS TPYI, Thil KaTo 3aabI009aBa
aHalM3a Ha COLMAJIHUTE NPOLECH M TAXHOTO BIIMSHUE BBPXY YCTOMUMBOCTTA HA TIPAHUYHUTE
oOmuHu. Ypes nmeraiiHO W3CJICABAaHE HA 3a€TOCTTa, JOXOJIWTE W JOCThIIAa [0 COILHMAJIHA
uH(ppacTpykTypa aBTOPBT YOEIUTENHO apryMeHTHpa Te3aTra, 4e COIHMAIHO-MKOHOMUYECKUTE
yCIOBUSL ca ompeaensn (HakTop 3a 3aIbp>KaHETO WM 3arydbara Ha HaceleHue B nepudepHure
teputopun. ['1aBara ce ornMyaBa ¢ J100pa JOrMYECKa MOCIEIO0BATEIHOCT, aHATUTHYHA SCHOTA U
YCHENIHO ChYeTaBaHE Ha CTATUCTUYECKU JAHHU C IPOCTPAHCTBEHA MHTEPIIPETALIHS.

[TookuTenHa OIEHKA 3aciykaBa aHAIM3BT HA TEPUTOpUATHATA TUEpPCHIHANUS Ha
TpynoBus mazap. OcoOeHO 1IEHEH € MPUHOCHT Ha aBTOpa MPHU Pa3rpPaHUYABAHETO HA Pa3IUYHU
MOJIETIM Ha 3a€TOCT — OT JIOMHHHMpaHaTa OT MYOJWYHHUS CEKTOp ,,0l0/KeTHa HKOHOMHUKA™ B
MUKPOOOIIMHUTE 10 Ma3apHO OPUEHTUPAHUTE MKOHOMHUYECKH CTPYKTYypU B MO-ypOaHU3MpAHUTE
sapa. ToBa 1O3BOJIsBAa MO-MPEIU3HO pa3OMpaHe Ha BHTPCUTHOPETHOHAIHHUTE pA3IMuds M Ha
3aBHUCHMOCTHUTE MEXKIY HKOHOMHYECKaTa 6a3a U colraiHaTa yCTOWYMBOCT.

CeplllecTBEH TPUHOC TMPEACTaBIsBa M aHAIM3BT HA CEKTOpHATa TpaHchopMalus Ha
WKOHOMHKATa, KaKTO W Ha poOJIATa HAa TPyIOBaTa MOOWIHOCT. ABTOPHT YCIEIIHO TOKa3Ba, 4e
QIMUHUCTPATUBHUTE TPAHUIIM BCE TO-YECTO OTCTHIBAT Mpel (DYHKIIMOHATHUTE WKOHOMUYECKU
BPB3KH, a TPyJOBaTa MHUTpAIMs C€ MPEBPBINA B KIHOYOB KOMIIEHCATOPEH MEXaHU3BM 3a YacCT OT
TPaHUYHUTE OOIMIMHU. AHAIM3BT HA COIHAIHATa HMHPPACTPYKTYypa MIOMBIHUTEIIHO 3aCHIIBA
3HQUMMOCTTa Ha U3CIEJBAHETO, KaTO SICHO JEMOHCTpPHpa Bpb3KaTa MEXAY JAOCThIIa [0
3/IpaBeoria3BaHe U 00pa30BaHUE U COIMAIIHATA KU3HECTIOCOOHOCT HA TEPUTOPUUTE.

Hapen c¢ momoxutenHuTe CTpaHM Ha aHaiIM3a MOTraT Ja ObJaT OTIPaBEHH U HAKOU

npenopbku. Te3ara, ye couuanHute aeGUIMTH ca BTOPUYEH TPOAYKT EIUHCTBEHO Ha
MKOHOMHYECKATa CTarHaius, Ou Moria ga Ob/e pasriie/lana ¢ U3BECTHA MPEANa3iuBoCcT. Bp3MoxKHO
€ B OMpeJeIeH! CIIy4an MPUYWHHO-CJIEICTBeHAaTa Bpb3Ka Ja Ob/ie ABYIMOCOYHA, KaTO OTCIabeHara
conuayiHa WHPPACTPYKTypa cama Mo cede CH MONMBJIHHUTEIHO BB3MPENIATCTBA MWKOHOMHUYECKOTO
paszButue. [lo-sCHOTO aklleHTHpaHe BBPXY Ta3W B3aMMO3aBHUCHUMOCT OM 000TaTHIIO aHATMTHYHATA
paMKa Ha U3CJEeIBaHETO.
JIOBTHUTETHO, aHAM3BT Ha He()opMaTHaTa UKOHOMHKA U CHBUSI CEKTOP, KOUTO Ca TOCOYECHU KaTo
3HaYUMHU (PAKTOPH 3a JOXOJHATA CTPYKTypa, OM MOTbBa Ja Obae 3aabibodeH. [lo-koHkpeTHata
OILICHKA Ha TSAXHOTO BIIMSHUE BBPXY MECTHUTE Ma3apy Ha TpyAa O 3acuiinia OOsSCHUTEIHATA CHJIa
Ha HU3CIIEABAHETO.

B zakmiouenue, Yemewvpma enaséa ce oTiMyYaBa ¢ BHCOKAa aHAJIMTHYHA CTOMHOCT, Ao00pa
eMITMpUYHa 00€3MeYEHOCT U CHIECTBEHA MPAKTHYECKA 3HAYMMOCT. | 1TaBaTa mpeicTaBisBa 3HAYUM



IIPUHOC KBbM U3CIIEBAaHMUATA B 00JIaCTTa HA COLMAIHO-UKOHOMUYECKaTa reorpadusi, perioHaJIHOTO
pa3BUTHE U YIPABICHUETO Ha Nepu(epHUTe TEPUTOPUH.

Ilera rnaBa, ,,OCHOBHHUTE IIPOBJIEMH HA I'PAHUYHUTE OBLHUHH.
KOPEJIALIUOHHHU BPB3KU MEJK/]Y COLHAJIHUTE U JIEMOI'PAQCKUTE IIPOLECH*,
3aeMa LEHTPAJIHO MSCTO B JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA, ThH KaTO IPEJICTaBs AHAJUTHUYHUS CUHTE3 Ha
U3CIEBAHETO M  W3BEXKJAa IMPUYMHHO-CIECICTBEHUTE 3aBUCHUMOCTH MEXIY COLUAJIHUTE,
MKOHOMHYECKUTE U JAeMOorpadckure Mpolecu B H3CIeIBaHUTE I'paHUMYHM OOLIMHM. [1aBara ce
oTIMYyaBa ¢ J00pa CTPYKTYpHUPAHOCT, JIOTMYEecKa IOCIEJOBATEIHOCT M CTPEMEX KbM HAaydHO
000CHOBaHA UHTEPIPETALUSA HA EMIMPUYHUTE JaHHU.

[TonoxxuTenHa oLEHKa 3acily’kaBa HPUIOKEHHETO Ha KOe(UIMEHTa Ha PaHroBa Kopesalus Ha
CrnupmaH KaTo OCHOBEH CTaTHUCTUYECKH HHCTPYMEHT 3a YCTAHOBSBAHE Ha BPB3KUTE MEXIY
pa3INYHUTE TPYNHU IOKa3aTeau. M3Mom3BaHusaT METO € MOIXO/IAIN 3a U3CIIeBaHaTa [IpodIeMaTUKa
U TIO3BOJISIBA HAJAEKIHO MPOCIEASBAHE Ha 3aBHCHUMOCTUTE MEXKIY COLMATHUTE (AKTOPH U
neMorpadcekara TuHaMHUKa. Y OeIMTEeNIHO € TI0Ka3aHo, Y€ COLMaHaTa MHPPACTPYKTypa U TOCTHIIBT
10 0a30BU OOLIECTBEHU YCIYr'M OKa3BaT MO-CUJIHO BIUSHHUE BbPXY JAeMorpadckara yCTOWYMBOCT B
CPaBHEHME C YacCT OT UKOHOMHYECKUTE ITOKa3aTelu.

ChlecTBEH MNPUHOC Ha IJlaBaTa € pa3pa0OTBaHETO HA KOHLEMIUATa 3a ,,KOpeJallMOHHHUTE
CHUPATIN‘, Ype3 KOSITO aBTOPHT YCHEIIHO MHTEPIPETHPA MEXAaHU3MUTE HA HATPYIIBAHE U B3aUMHO
yCHUJIBaHE HA HETaTWBHUTE €(eKTH B mepudepHUTe TEPUTOpUU. I pynupaHeTo Ha OOMIMHUTE CHILO
IpeJCTaBIsiBa CHJIHA CTpaHa Ha aHalM3a, Th KaTo JaBa sCHAa IpeJCcTaBa 3a CTENEHTa Ha
TEepUTOpUAJIHA TIOJIAPU3AIMS U 3a poyisiTa Ha reorpadckara M30janus B 3aAbI00YaBaHETO Ha
KPU3UCHUTE MPOLIECH.

Karo mnpenopbka Mo)ke Ja ce IOCOYM II0-3abJI00YEHOTO pas3riekIaHe Ha BBbHIIHU
(bakTopH, KaTo TPAaHCTPAHUYHOTO CHTPYAHUUYECTBO, MUIPALMOHHUTE MOTOLM U BB3JCHCTBUETO Ha
HAllMOHAJTHUTE M €BPOIECHCKUTE IIOJIMTUKH, KOUTO BEPOATHO CBHIIO OKAa3BaT BIIUSHUE BBPXY
JMHAMUKaTa Ha W3CJIEJBaHUTE TEPUTOpUU. BKirouBaHeTo Ha MojoOHU acmekTd Ou oboraTuio
MHTEpIIpeTallMOHHATa paMKa Ha aHaIu3a.

B 3akmroueHue, nema 2naea ce OTAMYaBa C BHCOKAa HayyHa CTOMHOCT, aHAIUTUYHA
3aJIbJI00YEHOCT U 3HAUYMMa MpaKkTU4YecKa MpuioxkumocT. HampaBeHaTa mpenopbka MMa MO-CKOPO
HaArpaXkJall XapakTep M HE HaMmalsiBa OOLIOTO IOJOXKHUTEIHO BIEYATIEHUE OT IPOBEACHOTO
U3CIEeABaHeE.

lecta rnaBa ,,BB3MOKHOCTH 34 [IIPEO/JOJIABAHE HA IIPOBJIEMUTE B
COLUAJIHO-AEMOI'PADCKOTO PA3BUTHE HA I'PAHUYHUTE OBLHHH " npencrasisisa
JIOTUYHO MPOABIDKEHNE M MPAKTHYECKAa KyJIMHHALUsA Ha JUCEPTAlMOHHHUSA TpPYyH, KaTO IPEMECTBA
¢dokyca OT aHATUTHUYHOTO UACHTHUPHUIMpPAHE Ha MpoOJeMHTe KbM (POpPMYIHpaHETO Ha
CTpaTEernyecKy pelleHus 3a MpPeoaossiBaHe Ha HETaTUBHUTE COLIMAIHO-IEMOrpadCcKu MpolecH B
rpaHMYHUTEe OOHMHM. [7aBara ce omIM4YaBa € SCHO M3pa3eHa IMPWIOKHA HACOYEHOCT,
CTpaTErnyecKo MHCIEHE M CTpeMeX KbM (hOopMyiHpaHe Ha KOMILJIEKCHU MOJUTHKH, CbOOPa3eHH ¢
TepUTOpHATIHATA crielM(UKa Ha U3CIIeIBAHUS PETHOH.

[TonoxxurenHa oleHKa 3acily’kaBa UHTETPUPAHUAT MOAXOM, YpE3 KOMTO aBTOPBT Pas3riexia
MKOHOMHYECKUTE, COLUAIHUTE, WHQPACTPYKTYPHUTE M HHCTUTYLHMOHAIHUTE AacleKTH Karo
B3alMHO CBbP3aHHU KOMIIOHEHTH Ha PETMOHAIHOTO pa3BUTHE. APryMEHTHPAHO € 3aIlUTEHa Te3ara,
4ye TPaJUIMOHHUTE MOJIENIM Ha UKOHOMHUYECKA aKTUBHOCT BeUe HE ca JOCTaThUHHU 3a JieMorpadcka
cTaOuian3anus U 4ye yCTOMYMBOTO pa3BUTHE U3UCKBA MOJIEPHU3ALIMS, NHOBAIIMN U BUCOKA J00aBeHa
croiiHocT. Oco0EHO cHiIHA CTpaHa Ha IjlaBaTa € IpeJUloKeHaTa TePUTOpUalIHA CHelMaIu3alus,



KOSITO OTYUTA MPUPOJHO-TEOTPAPCKUTE U COIMATHO-UKOHOMUYECKUTE OCOOCHOCTH Ha OTAEITHHUTE
OOIITIHH.

3HaYMM MOPUHOC MPEACTABISIBAT MPEIJOKEHHUATA 3a MOJAKpENna Ha MAJIKUTE U CPEIHUTE
MPEANPUATHS, PAa3BUTHETO HAa TYpH3Ma U TPAHCTPAHHUYHOTO CHTPYIHUYECTBO KATO MHCTPYMEHTH 32
aKTUBU3UpPAaHE HA MECTHATa WKOHOMHKA. YOEOUTETHO € H3BeAeHA U HEOOXOJUMOCTTa OT
MIPEOCMUCIISIHE HA pEerruoHalHaTa IMOJIMTUKA Ype3 HUHTErPUPaHd TEPUTOPUATHU HHBECTHUIIHUU,
¢buHaHCOBa JELEHTpalu3alysg M HOBU MOJEIM Ha aJIMHUHHUCTPATHBHO ympaBieHue. Bucoxa
MpaKTU4eCKa CTOMHOCT MMAaT M NPEJIOKEHHITa 32 BbBE)KJaHe HAa WHOBATUBHH OOpa30BaTEIHU U
3/IpaBHU MOJENIM, BKJIIOYUTETHO TEJNEeMEIUIMHA, MOOWIHM YCIYyrd M JUTUTATHU pEIICHUs 3a
OTJIaJICYCHUTE TEPUTOPUH.

Karo mpernopbka KbM JTOKTOpPAaHTa MOXKE /1a C€ TIOCOYH, Y€ aHAJTU3BT OM MOI'BJ MO-SICHO Ja
ouepTae poJiAiTa Ha MECTHHTE OOIIHOCTH, T'PAXKIAHCKHSI CEKTOp M YaCTHUTE WHBECTUTOPU KaTO
AaKTUBHU YYaCTHHIIM B IIpolleca HA TEPUTOPHAITHO BB3CTaHOBsBaHe. [logoOHa mepcriekTuBa Ou
oOoraTtuia pa30MpaHeTo 32 MHOTOCTENIEHHOTO YIIPaBIEHUE Ha PETHOHAIHOTO Pa3BUTHE.

B zakmouenue, [llecma enasa ce oTiaMyYaBa C BHCOKAa IPAKTHYEeCKa HACOUYEHOCT U
Mpe/ICTaBiIsiBa JIOTUYEH 3aBbPIICK Ha JucepTauuoHHHUS Tpyd. llpemnoxeHute pemeHus ca
CbOOpa3eHH C YCTAaHOBEHUTE B MPEIXOAHUTE TJIaBH COLMAIHO-IEMOTpa)CKu U TEPUTOPUATHU
0c00EHOCTH Ha M3CIICBAHUTE OOIMHH.

Hayuynu npuHOCH 1O THCEPTAIHOHHUS TPY]

dopMynHpaHUTE JECET TMPHUHOCA OTpa3sBaT OCHOBHUTE pE3YJTaTH, TOCTUTHATH B
n3zcnenanero. Cpen TAX ca MOTBBPKIABAHETO HA NPUIIOKUMOCTTa Ha MoJena ,,IIeHTbp—
nepudepua” KbM HU3CIEIBAHUTE IPAaHUYHU OOUIMHH M yCTAHOBSIBAHETO HAa HM3YepIiaH BHTPEIICH
KalaluTeT 32 CAMOBB3CTAHOBSIBAHE HA U3CIICIBAHUTE TEPUTOPHH.

[Io otHOmeHWMe Ha GOpMyIUpPaHETO HMM OHX TMpernopbyaia TAXHOTO ChKpallaBaHe,
npenusupane U o0eANHSIBaHEe Ha OMU3KUTE MO ChAbpPXKAHHE MPUHOCH, Th KaTO B HACTOSIIHUS CH
BUJI 4aCT OT TSAX C€ MPHUIOKPHUBAT, a IPYrHM UMAT XapaKTep MO-CKOPO Ha OOOOIIEHHS U U3BOJIU OT
MIPOBEJICHOTO M3cieBaHe. ToBa Cb3/laBa U3BECTHA (ParMEHTApHOCT IpPHU MPEACTABSIHETO HM.
[IpuHOCUTE ¢ MOTBBPAUTENEH XapaKTep ChIIO cieaBa Ja ObJaT MpEeleHEeHW OT IJie/lHa TOYKa Ha
CaMOCTOATENTHATa UM Hay4dyHa 3HAYUMOCT U TPH HEOOXOIUMOCT J1a ObJAT BKIIOYEHH B MO-OOIIH
(OpMyJIMPOBKHM, BMECTO J1a C€ MPEACTABIT KaTO CaMOCTOSITEIHU MPUHOCU. Taka Ie ce MOCTUTHE
MO-KOHIIEHTPUPAHO TMPEJICTaBsHE Ha JEHCTBUTEIHO OPUTMHATHUTE aBTOPOBU TOCTIKEHUS H
TAXHATa Hay4yHa U MPaKTUYECKa 3HAYHUMOCT.

Ounenka Ha aBTopedepara

ABTOpedepaThT IpeacTaBs B ChKpaTeH U CUCTEMaTU3UpaH BUJl OCHOBHOTO ChIbp)KaHUE Ha
aucepTaluoHHus Tpyd. Toil € B o6em oT 51 cTpaHMIIM M BKJIIOYBA OCHOBEH TEKCT, CIpaBKa 3a
Hay4YHHUTE MPUHOCH U CIIUCHK Ha MyOJUKAIIMUTE 10 TeMaTa Ha JUCEPTAIIMOHHOTO M3CJIeIBaHE.

CopabpxkaHuero Ha aBTopedepara € CTPYKTYpUPAHO JIOTUYHO U TPEACTaBs OCHOBHUTE
pe3ynTaTd ¥ U3BOAM OT NPOBEIACHOTO H3CieBaHE. SICHO ca H3JIOKEHHM LeNTa U 3a/JaduTe Ha
JUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPY/, U3IMOI3BAaHUTE METOJU, MOJIYICHUTE Pe3ylATaTh U (POpMyIHpaHUTE HAyIHU
Y IPUJIOKHU TIPUHOCH. B TO3u cMUCHT aBTOpedepaThT 1aBa ISII0CTHA MPEACTaBa 32 ChAbPKAHUETO
Y Hay4YHaTa HaCOYEHOCT Ha AUCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPYI.

IMy6aukanuu mo TeMara Ha AUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPY/

[lo Temara Ha [UCEpPTAIMOHHUS TPYyH ca TMpeACTaBeHH oO0mo S5 mnyonukamuun — 4
CaMOCTOATETHH M 1 B CBABTOPCTBO. TpHW OT TAX ca OTHEYAaTaHH B PEPEPHPAHOTO CIIMCAHUE
»International Journal of Digital Research®, vol. 1-2, u ca mpsxo cBbp3aHM C TeMaTHKaTa Ha
JTUCEPTAIIMOHHOTO M3cienBaHe. bposAT u XapakTepbT Ha MyOJHKAIUATE Ca HAIBJIHO JOCTATHYHHU U
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CbOTBETCTBAT HA W3HCKBAaHUATA W KpUTEPUMTE, ONpPENEIeHH B 3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHETO Ha
akajgemMu4dHus cheTaB B PemyOnuka benrapust (3PACPB) u [IpaBuiHiKa 3a HETOBOTO IpUJIaraHe
IIpenopbku u 6esnexKu
KpM mpencraBeHusi TUCEpTAllMOHEH TPYJ HSAMaM ChIIECTBEHH KPUTHUYHU 3a0€IEkKKH.
HanpaBenure OeleXKd M MPENOPHKHA MMAT MPEIUMHO XapaKTep HAa HACOKH 3a JOIMBIHUTEIHO
YCBBBPIICHCTBAHE HA M3CJIEIBAHETO U HETOBOTO MPEJICTaBsHE.

1. PasmmpsiBaHe HA CPABHHUTEJHUSI KOHTEKCT. bu 6110 OJI€3HO CPaBHUTETHUAT aHAIU3 Aa
ObJle JONBJIHEH C IOBEYE MEXAYHApOJAHHU MPUMEPU OT JPYTU E€BPOINEUCKH TIpaHUYHU
PEruoHU, KOETO OU MO3BOJWIIO PE3yNTaTUTE OT U3CJIEIBAHETO Ja ObJaT MOCTaBeHH B IO-
LIUPOK CPABHUTEIIEH KOHTEKCT.

2. IlpeuusnpaHe Ha TeOPeTHYHOTO MpeAcTaBsiHe. B oTnenHM yacTW Ha JAUCEPTALMOHHUS
TPYA C€ M3I0J3Ba CUJIIHO TEPMHUHOJOTMYHO HACUTEH €3MK, KOWTO Ha MecTa 3aTpy/AHsBa
IIPOCJIEIBAHETO HAa OCHOBHUTE U3BOAM. [l0-CHOTO CTpyKTypupaHe M CHHTE3MpaHE Ha
HSKOU OT TEOPEeTUYHHUTE TIOCTAHOBKM U MOJeId OU NOoJ0oOpHI0 HYETHBHOCTTA Ha
U3II0KEHUETO.

3. JombiaBaHe HAa eMNMPUYHATA OCHOBA. Makap KOJIMUYECTBEHUAT aHANU3 J]a MPEACTaBIIsABA
CHJIHA CTpaHa Ha W3CIEeJBAaHETO, BKIIOUYBAHETO HA MOBEYE KAYECTBEHH EMIUPUYHU JaHHU
O0u 000TaTHIIO MHTEPIPETALNATA HA YCTAHOBEHUTE 3aBUCUMOCTH U TIPOIIECH.

4. T'padpuunu matepuanm. ['papuynure matepuanu Omxa MOrIM Aa OBAAT JAOIBIHUTEIHO
pa3paboTeHN M YCHBBPUICHCTBAHM C OIJIE[ Ha IMO-SICHOTO BHU3YaJHO NpPEJCTaBIHE Ha
OCHOBHUTE PE3YJITAaTU OT U3CIIEABAHETO.

[TocoyennTte OeneKKH UMAT U3ISIIO TPAIMBEH XapakTep M HE HaMalsBaT BHCOKATa Hay4YHA U
HAy4YHO-TIPWJIOKHA CTOMHOCT Ha AMcepTalroHHus Tpya. KaTo mpenopbka 3a Obenio pa3BuTHE Ha
M3CIIEIBAHETO MOJKE JIa C€ MOCOYM HEOOXOAMMOCTTa OT MO-KOHKpPETHA OlleHKa Ha (hUHaHCOBaTa U
aMUHUCTPATUBHATA IPUIIOKUMOCT HA MPETIOKEHUTE MEPKH.

3akiioueHnue

[IpennoxxeHusAT AUCEpTAlMOHEH TPYJ € aKTyaJleH W aucepradbuineH. HanpaBeHusaT aHanus u
MIOJIyYEHUTE pe3yJITaTU B JUCEpTalUsATa JI0Ka3BaT, 4e JOKTOpaHThT Bacun Ilannypcku nmpurexasa
HeoOxouMaTa MOJArOTOBKAa M YMEHHMSI 32 CaMOCTOSITENTHO M3IOJI3BAaHE HAa METOAMTE Ha HAyYHOTO
u3cneaBane. JlucepranusaTa chabpkKa HEOOXOIUMUTE HAYYHU U HAyYHO-TIPMWIIOKHM pe3ynraTH. Ha
TOBa OCHOBAHHUE JaBaM IOJIOKHUTEJIHATA CU OLEHKA M MpeasiaraM Ha YBa)KaeMHUTE UJICHOBE Ha
Hayunoto xypu na npuchaar Ha kanauaata Bacun [lanaypcku oOpa3oBarenHaTa U Hay4Ha CTENEH
»JlOKTOp” 0 podecuoHanHo Hanpasienue 4.4. ,,Hayku 3a 3emsta®.

16.09.2026 r.
I'p. Copusn 01 1-p AJjiekcanapa PaBnauka
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Dissertation data

The submitted dissertation has a total length of 245 pages and includes an introduction, six
chapters, a conclusion, and a bibliography. The text is illustrated with 55 figures and 34 tables.
The bibliography contains 135 titles in Bulgarian, 61 in English, and 50 Internet sources.

The dissertation is written concisely, follows a logical sequence, and is presented clearly. The
individual chapters are well balanced in terms of content, while the style of presentation
corresponds to the required academic level.

The introduction discusses the relevance of the topic, the object, subject, aim, and
objectives of the research. The need for conducting such a study is convincingly substantiated. The
topic of the dissertation is also relevant from the perspective of its practical applicability. It
possesses considerable scientific and practical significance in view of the intensifying processes
of depopulation, the deterioration of the age structure of the population, migration, and socio-
economic polarization in the peripheral areas of the country.

The subject of the research is clearly defined as the socio-demographic processes in the
border municipalities of the Southwestern Region. The aim is specifically formulated, as are the
four objectives for its achievement. The hypothesis is formulated that negative demographic



processes can be mitigated through the effective use of local resource potential and the
implementation of specially developed development models.

The geographical scope of the research includes border municipalities, whose selection is
justified by the PhD candidate, on the one hand, by the clearly expressed negative demographic
processes and, on the other, by their proximity to the Republic of North Macedonia, the Republic
of Serbia, and the Republic of Greece.

In Chapter One, “THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE

RESEARCH. BASIC CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK ", a review and analysis of the conceptual
and terminological framework used in the dissertation is presented. The essence, significance, and
development of demography are discussed, as well as the main problems that constitute the subject
of its study. Particular attention is paid to the various concepts of population and settlements.
The concept of “demographic resilience” is examined, through which support is proposed for
territories demonstrating adaptability through preserved viability or social mobilization. On this
basis, the PhD candidate identifies several types of municipalities. A logical macro-framework has
been developed to substantiate the thesis that socio-demographic phenomena in the Southwestern
Region are to a significant extent determined by their spatial characteristics. The methodology of
the research is clarified, and the quantitative and qualitative methods applied are presented.

The PhD candidate employs an interdisciplinary approach combining methods from social
and economic geography, demography, statistical analysis, and spatial modelling. Particularly
positive is the use of mathematical tools, including Spearman’s rank correlation, as well as GIS
analysis for the spatial interpretation of the processes under study.

The author convincingly demonstrates that demographic sustainability does not depend
solely on economic indicators, but is also significantly determined by the availability of social
infrastructure, access to healthcare and education, and transport connectivity.

A significant contribution of the dissertation research is the introduction of an innovative
elevation model, through which it is demonstrated that highly dissected mountainous terrain acts
as a natural barrier, leading to increased infrastructure costs and restricted access to basic services.
This process is interpreted through the author’s concept of “correlation spirals”.

The proposed concepts expand the analytical toolkit of regional studies and represent a
contribution to the development of contemporary geographical science.

In Chapter Two, “FACTORS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC
PROCESSES IN THE BORDER TERRITORIES OF THE SOUTHWESTERN REGION”, the
natural factors are analysed in detail, and a classification of the municipalities according to their
role in their socio-demographic development is provided. A comprehensive matrix assessment of
the relationship between natural resources and barriers to development has also been carried out.
It is convincingly demonstrated that the natural environment plays an important regulatory role in
the negative demographic processes occurring in the municipalities under study.

The settlement network is characterized and assessed, through which the PhD candidate
demonstrates the leading role of relief in the formation and development of the settlement pattern
of the municipalities and substantiates its influence on their socio-economic differentiation. The



processes of urbanization, ruralization, pseudo-urbanization, and rurbanization, as well as their
demographic effects, are examined.

The SWOT analysis conducted for the 14 municipalities provides a clear and systematic picture
of their current condition and development potential. The deepening intra-regional polarization is
analysed, and a significant imbalance along the “centre—periphery” axis is established. On the basis
of the comprehensive analysis, the PhD candidate classifies the municipalities under study into
five clearly distinguished economic-demographic models:

1. “Service Core”;

2. “Vulnerable Territories™;

3. The “False Industrialization” Model,;

4. The Model of Sustainable Traditions and Reindustrialization;

5. The Model of Economic Desertification.

This classification is of significant importance for revealing the differences in the socio-economic
and demographic development of the border municipalities and provides a basis for developing
differentiated approaches and models for their future development.

The author also pays particular attention to cross-border cooperation. Various programmes
and mechanisms supporting the development of the border municipalities are analysed, including
through the implementation of infrastructure projects. The role of cross-border initiatives as an
instrument for overcoming peripherality, improving connectivity, and stimulating the socio-
economic development of the territories under study is examined.

Chapter Three, “DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF THE BORDER MUNICIPALITIES ",
represents a significant and methodologically important part of the dissertation, as it provides the
empirical basis for the subsequent analytical and applied conclusions. Through an in-depth study
of demographic processes in the 14 border municipalities for the period 2001-2024, the author
clearly outlines the main trends of depopulation, population ageing, and spatial demographic
polarization.

The chapter is characterized by good structure, consistency of presentation, and a skilful
combination of quantitative analysis with territorial interpretation. The broad range of
demographic indicators used deserves positive assessment, including population size and density,
natural and net migration growth, as well as the age and educational structure of the population.
The analysis convincingly demonstrates that the demographic crisis in the border municipalities is
not a homogeneous process, but manifests itself with varying intensity depending on economic
activity, transport accessibility, and the level of development of social infrastructure. Particularly
valuable is the emphasis on the role of infrastructure corridors and their influence on mobility and
population retention.

A significant contribution of the chapter is the grouping of the municipalities, based on a
comprehensive non-parametric rank assessment. This approach makes it possible to clearly
distinguish the different demographic profiles of the municipalities under study and provides an
analytical basis for formulating differentiated regional development policies. Particular attention



should also be paid to the identification of specific cases, such as the demographic paradox of
Satovcha, which contributes to a deeper understanding of intra-regional differences.

Alongside the strengths of the chapter, several moderate critical remarks may be made. First,
greater consistency in the terminology used would be desirable.

Second, the analysis of migration processes, including the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, could be supplemented by a clearer distinction between short-term and temporary
movements and sustained migration trends. This would allow for a more precise assessment of the
actual impact of the pandemic period on the demographic structure of the municipalities under
study.

In addition, although ethnocultural factors are identified as significant for differences in

birth rates, their influence is examined relatively briefly. A more in-depth analysis of the cultural,
educational, and social mechanisms underlying these differences would enrich the interpretative
framework of the dissertation.
In conclusion, Chapter Three demonstrates a high degree of empirical depth, analytical
consistency, and scientific value. The critical remarks and recommendations made are primarily
clarifying and complementary in nature and do not alter the overall positive assessment of the
work. The chapter constitutes a substantial part of the dissertation and contributes to research in
the fields of demography, regional development, and spatial analysis of peripheral territories.

Chapter Four, “ANALYSIS OF SOCIAL PROCESSES IN THE BORDER
MUNICIPALITIES ”, occupies an important place in the structure of the dissertation, as it deepens
the analysis of social processes and their influence on the sustainability of the border municipalities.
Through a detailed examination of employment, income, and access to social infrastructure, the
author convincingly argues that socio-economic conditions are a determining factor in population
retention or loss in peripheral territories. The chapter is characterized by good logical consistency,
analytical clarity, and a successful combination of statistical data with spatial interpretation.

The analysis of the territorial differentiation of the labour market deserves positive
assessment. Particularly valuable is the author’s contribution to distinguishing different
employment models — from the public-sector-dominated ‘“budget economy” in micro-
municipalities to market-oriented economic structures in more urbanized cores. This allows for a
more precise understanding of intra-regional differences and the relationships between the
economic base and social sustainability.

Another significant contribution is the analysis of the sectoral transformation of the
economy and the role of labour mobility. The author successfully demonstrates that administrative
boundaries are increasingly giving way to functional economic linkages, while labour migration
becomes a key compensatory mechanism for some border municipalities. The analysis of social
infrastructure further enhances the significance of the study by clearly demonstrating the
relationship between access to healthcare and education and the social viability of territories.
Alongside the positive aspects of the analysis, several recommendations may be made. The thesis
that social deficits are solely a secondary product of economic stagnation could be approached
with some caution. In certain cases, the causal relationship may be bidirectional, with weakened



social infrastructure itself further hindering economic development. A clearer emphasis on this
interdependence would enrich the analytical framework of the study.

In addition, the analysis of the informal economy and the shadow sector, which are

identified as significant factors influencing the income structure, could be further developed. A
more specific assessment of their impact on local labour markets would strengthen the explanatory
power of the study.
In conclusion, Chapter Four is distinguished by high analytical value, sound empirical support,
and significant practical relevance. The recommendations made are primarily clarifying and
complementary in nature and do not alter the overall positive assessment. The chapter represents
a significant contribution to research in the fields of socio-economic geography, regional
development, and the management of peripheral territories.

Chapter Five, “THE MAIN PROBLEMS OF THE BORDER MUNICIPALITIES.
CORRELATIONS BETWEEN SOCIAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC PROCESSES ", occupies a central
place in the dissertation, as it provides the analytical synthesis of the study and identifies the causal
relationships between social, economic, and demographic processes in the border municipalities
under study. The chapter is characterized by good structure, logical consistency, and an effort to
provide a scientifically grounded interpretation of the empirical data. The application of
Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient as the main statistical tool for establishing relationships
between different groups of indicators deserves positive assessment. The method used is
appropriate to the research topic and enables reliable tracking of the relationships between social
factors and demographic dynamics. It is convincingly demonstrated that social infrastructure and
access to basic public services exert a stronger influence on demographic sustainability than some
economic indicators.

A significant contribution of the chapter is the development of the concept of “correlation
spirals”, through which the author successfully interprets the mechanisms of accumulation and
mutual reinforcement of negative effects in peripheral territories. The grouping of municipalities
is also a strong aspect of the analysis, as it provides a clear picture of the degree of territorial
polarization and the role of geographical isolation in deepening crisis processes.

As a recommendation, more in-depth consideration could be given to external factors such

as cross-border cooperation, migration flows, and the impact of national and European policies,
which are also likely to influence the dynamics of the territories under study. Including such
aspects would enrich the interpretative framework of the analysis.
In conclusion, Chapter Five is characterized by high scientific value, analytical depth, and
significant practical applicability. The recommendation made is primarily complementary in
nature and does not diminish the overall positive impression of the research conducted. The chapter
represents a significant contribution to research in the fields of regional development, demography,
and socio-economic geography.

Chapter Six, “OPPORTUNITIES FOR OVERCOMING THE PROBLEMS IN THE
SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE BORDER MUNICIPALITIES ”, represents
a logical continuation and practical culmination of the dissertation, shifting the focus from the



analytical identification of problems towards the formulation of strategic solutions for overcoming
negative socio-demographic processes in the border municipalities. The chapter is characterized
by a clearly expressed applied orientation, strategic thinking, and an effort to formulate
comprehensive policies tailored to the territorial specifics of the region under study.

Positive assessment should be given to the integrated approach through which the author
considers economic, social, infrastructural, and institutional aspects as interrelated components of
regional development. The thesis is convincingly defended that traditional models of economic
activity are no longer sufficient for demographic stabilization and that sustainable development
requires modernization, innovation, and high added value. A particularly strong aspect of the
chapter is the proposed territorial specialization, which takes into account the physical-
geographical and socio-economic characteristics of the individual municipalities.

The proposals for supporting small and medium-sized enterprises, developing tourism, and
promoting cross-border cooperation as instruments for stimulating the local economy represent a
significant contribution. The need to rethink regional policy through integrated territorial
investments, fiscal decentralization, and new models of administrative governance is also
convincingly demonstrated. The proposals for introducing innovative educational and healthcare
models, including telemedicine, mobile services, and digital solutions for remote territories, are of
considerable practical value.

As a recommendation to the PhD candidate, it may be noted that the analysis could more

clearly outline the role of local communities, the civil sector, and private investors as active
participants in the process of territorial recovery. Such a perspective would enrich the
understanding of multi-level governance of regional development.
In conclusion, Chapter Six is distinguished by a strong practical orientation and represents a logical
conclusion to the dissertation. The proposed solutions are consistent with the socio-demographic
and territorial characteristics of the municipalities under study identified in the preceding chapters.
The recommendation made is complementary in nature and does not alter the high assessment of
the applied value of the proposed solutions.

Scientific Contributions of the Dissertation

The ten formulated contributions reflect the main results achieved in the dissertation research.
Among them are the confirmation of the applicability of the “centre—periphery” model to the
border municipalities under study and the identification of an exhausted internal capacity for self-
recovery of the territories under study.

With regard to their formulation, I would recommend shortening, refining, and consolidating
contributions that are similar in content, as in their current form some of them overlap, while others
are more in the nature of summaries and conclusions derived from the research. This creates a
certain fragmentation in their presentation. The contributions of a confirmatory nature should also
be reconsidered in terms of their independent scientific significance and, where appropriate,
incorporated into broader formulations rather than presented as separate contributions. This would



result in a more focused presentation of the genuinely original contributions of the author and their
scientific and practical significance.

Evaluation of the auto-reference

The abstract presents the main content of the dissertation in a concise and systematic form.
It is 51 pages in length and includes the main text, a statement of the scientific contributions, and
a list of publications related to the topic of the dissertation research.

The content of the abstract is logically structured and reflects the main focuses, results, and
conclusions of the research conducted. The aim and objectives of the dissertation, the methods
used, the principal results, and the formulated scientific and applied contributions are clearly
presented. In this respect, the abstract fulfils its purpose of providing an overall overview of the
content and scientific orientation of the dissertation.

Publications on the subject of the dissertation
A total of five publications have been submitted on the topic of the dissertation — four single-
authored publications and one co-authored publication. Three of them have been published in the
refereed journal International Journal of Digital Research, Vol. 1-2, and are directly related to
the subject of the dissertation research. The number and nature of the publications are fully
sufficient and comply with the requirements and criteria set out in the Law on the Development of
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB) and the Regulations for its implementation.

Recommendations and notes
| have no substantial critical remarks concerning the submitted dissertation. The remarks and
recommendations made are primarily intended as guidelines for further improvement of the
research and its presentation.

1. Expansion of the comparative context. It would be useful to supplement the comparative
analysis with more international examples from other European border regions, which
would allow the results of the study to be placed in a broader comparative context.

2. Refinement of the theoretical presentation. In certain parts of the dissertation, a highly
conceptual and terminology-intensive language is used, which at times makes it more
difficult to follow the main analytical conclusions. Clearer structuring and synthesis of
some of the theoretical propositions and models would improve the readability of the
presentation.

3. Expansion of the empirical basis. Although quantitative analysis represents a strong
aspect of the study, the inclusion of more qualitative empirical data — for example, through
interviews with local residents, institutional representatives, and other stakeholders —
would enrich the interpretation of the identified relationships and processes.

4. Graphical materials. The graphical materials could be further developed and improved in
order to provide a clearer visual presentation of the main results of the research.



The remarks presented are entirely constructive in nature and do not diminish the high scientific
and scientific-applied value of the dissertation. As a recommendation for the future development
of the research, the need for a more specific assessment of the financial and administrative
feasibility of the proposed measures may be noted.

Conclusion

The submitted dissertation is relevant and constitutes a genuine dissertation-level research
contribution. The analysis carried out and the results obtained demonstrate that the PhD candidate,
Vasil Pandurski, possesses the necessary academic preparation and skills for the independent
application of scientific research methods. The dissertation contains the required scientific and
scientific-applied results.

On this basis, | give my positive assessment and recommend that the distinguished members
of the Scientific Jury award Vasil Pandurski the educational and scientific degree “Doctor”
in Professional Field 4.4. “Earth Sciences.”

16 September 2026 Assoc. Prof. Aleksandra Ravnachka

Sofia
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