CTAHOBHIIE

Ha 1pod. 1-p Pymen XpucTtoB SIHKOB - WieH Ha HAYYHOTO KypH, ChITIACHO 3aII0BE]] HA
Pexropa na FOrozanaznen ynusepcurtet ,,Heodput Puncku® - bnaroesrpan 1554/17.07.2026 r.,
BBB BPb3Ka ChC 3aIMTATa Ha TUCEPTALMOHHMS TPyl Ha ToKTopaHT Bacun PoceHos
[Mannypcku Ha Tema ,,CornpanHo-aeMorpadcku nporecu B r[paHHYHUTE TEPUTOPUH Ha
IOrozananguus paiion*; [Ipodgecuonanno nanpasienue: 4.4. Hayku 3a 3emsra, Jloktopcka
nporpama: ,,JiIkonomuuecka u counansa reorpadusa’, Hayden ppKoBOAUTEN HA JOKTOpPAHTA!
nou. A-p Emunns [1atapuanosa

JlaHHM 32 JOKTOpPaHTAa U NMpoueayparTa

Kangunater Bacun [langypcku e mpemMuHanm oOy4eHHE KAaTO PEIOBEH JOKTOPAHT B
Katenpa ,Jleorpadwus, ekojgorus MW oOmna3BaHe Ha oOKojHara cpena™ mpu ,IIpupomo-
MaTeMaTH4ecku (GakynTeT . 3a4nciieH € KaTo PEAOBEH TOKTOpaHT mpe3 M. maptT 2022 1. u
oTuucieH mpe3 M. aekeMBpu 2025 r. Cpmmar uma npuaobuta OakanaBbpcKa CTENEH IO
reorpadus u maructThpceka no ¢punancu B FO3Y.

Hucepramusta u aBTopedeparbT Ha JAOKTOpPAHTA ca TMPEICTABEHHW B 3aBBPIICH BH]I.
[Ipunoxxenu ca crpaBka 3a WHIUBUYAITHUTE HAYKOMETPUYHHU IOKAa3aTelld, JACKIapaiuu 3a
JOCTOBEPHOCT W OPUTHHAIHOCT, CIUCHK C MyOJMKAlMM HAa aBTopa IO TeMara Ha
JUcepTanusaTa U Ip. IpuapykaBaiy 1oKkyMeHTd. [1o mpoueaypaTta He OTKpUBaM HapyIIEHUS.

JlaHHU 3a TUCEPTALIMOHHUSA TPY/

HucepranmonHoTo u3cinenBaHe Ha Bacun IlaHaypcku € MOCBETEHO Ha aKTyaJHUTE
BBIIPOCH 3a pa3BUTHETO Ha TpaHUYHUTEe OOuMHM B bbarapus. Tasm akrtyamHocT ce
npenonpenens oT UHTCH3UBHUTE MOJUTHUYECKH, NeMOTrpad)CKh M COLMATHO-UKOHOMHYECKU
MIPOMEHU TIpe3 MOCIEAHUTE HIKOJIKO JAECETUIICTHSI, KOUTO MOCTaBAT B HOBA CBETJIMHA POJIATA
Ha TPAaHUYHUTE TEPUTOPUU B HAIMOHAIHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO. M3cienBaHETO HAa TpaHUYHUTE
paiionn Ha Owarapckusi FOrozaman e 3agada ¢ Ba)XKHO HAYYHO-NIPHJIOKHO 3HAYCHUE 32
PErMOHAIIHOTO PA3BUTHE U FEONOJINTUKATA HA CTpaHaTa.

[IpencraBeHusT TpPyA CHABPXKA BCHUYKH 3aAbIDKUTEIIHH aTpUOyTH Ha IHUCEPTAIUs:
LSJIOCTHO, JIOTUYHO CTPYKTYypUpaHO u3noxenue B 230 cTp., BKIOYBAIIO C YBOJ, LIECT TJIaBU
U 3aKJII0YEHHE, CIIPaBKa 3a MPUHOCHUTE W CHUCHK HAa MU3TOYHULUTE - 196 mureparypuu u 50
WHTEPHET-U3TOUHUIM. B TexcTa uma 34 tabnum u 55 purypu — quarpamu 1 KapTOCXEMHU.

YBoABT pa3KkpuBa METOAOJOTHMYECKUTE OMOpH Ha u3cheABaHeTo. JlepuHupaHu ca
00EKTHT W TPEIMETHT Ha H3CIEIABAHETO, LENTa W OCHOBHATA XWIIOTE3a. ABTOPBHT OTAaBa
MpEeANOYNTaHNEe HAa ONTHUMHUCTHYEH CHEHAapUil, IpU KOWTO HEraTUBHUTE TEHJICHLUUU B
COLIMAJTHO-AEMOrpa)cKOTO pa3BUTHE Ha H3CIEABaHATa TEPUTOPHS, Makap U € MO-rojsMma
IbJI0OYMHA OT TE3M 3a CTpaHara, Morar jJa ObJaT KOpUTHpaHU 4pe3 MOOWIM3UpAHE Ha
MECTHHUTE PEeCypcy U MpUJIaraHe Ha yCHEIIHM MOJENIU Ha YIpaBlIeHHe Ha OOLUIMHCKO HHBO.
[ToHATHIHUAT anapaT U TEOPETUYHUTE OPUEHTHPH ca IOM3SCHEHU B IbpBa riasa. Cieasar B
JIOTUYECKO M3JIOKEHUE TIperiie]] Ha ¢akTopuTe (BTOpa riasa), aemorpadcku npodun Ha 14-Te
OOLIMHY M aHAllU3 Ha COIMAIIHUTE MPOIECH B TAX (TpeTa M 4eTBBPTA I1aBa). MeToandyecka
ChpILIEBUHA Ha M3CJIE/BAHETO € meTa rinaBa. KopemnannoHHata Bpb3Ka MEXKIY UKOHOMUYECKHS
U JeMorpadCKusi paHT Ha OOIIMHUTE CIYXKH 32 O4YepTaBaHE Ha MPOCTPAHCTBEH MOJEN OT
geTrpu Tuma oOmuHU. CHIMAT TOAXOJ CBBp3Ba JeMOrpaCKus paHT M KOHKPETHO
MUTPAalMOHHMS OalaHC ¢ TPAHCHOPTHATa JOCTBIHOCT M ChC couuanHure ycayru. Crensar



W3BOJIM 32 JieMorpadcKaTa yCTOMYUBOCT Ha OOIIMHUTE C BHBEKIAHETO HA JOCTA U3PA3UTEIIHA
TEPMHHOJIOTHS 110 OTHOIICHHUE HA TEXHHs CTaTyC B €llHA WU JIpyra Hacoka — ,,JieMorpadCcKku
KOTBHU, ,,30HM HA CTPYKTYPEH Kojarc®, ,,colaiHa cripaina Ha u3kiatouBaneTo u T.H. lllecra
IJIaBa ChIbpKa AaBTOPCKAa MHTEpIpPETallds Ha BBH3MOKHOCTHUTE W MEXaHM3MHUTE 3a
MPEOI0JISIBaHE Ha MTPOOJIEMUTE — IeMOTpa)CKU 1 COITMAITHH.

3aKII0YEeHNEeTO Ha TUCEPTALUATA € U3KITIOUNUTETHO cOUTO (2 CTp.), MpeABU OYaKBAHOTO
3HaUEHUE Ha M3BOJAUTE OT MU3CIIEIBAHETO U BIIOKEHUTE M3CJIEIOBATEIICKH CPEACTBA, HO TOBA
JOHSAKBJIE C€ KOMIIEHCHUPA OT KOHCTATAIIUUTE B MPEAXOIHUTE TTIaBH.

ABtopedepaTsT oT 51 cTp. oTpa3siBa Hal-CHIICCTBEHHTE MOMEHTH OT ChIBPKAHHETO
Ha TpyJa ¥ TOCTHUTHATUTE I[O3HABATeNHH pe3ynTtatu. [lyOnukamuure Mo TemMara Ha
JTUcepTaIusaTa ca TMeT, YeTUPH OT KOWTO Cca CAaMOCTOSITEJIHM W JIBE€ Ha QHTJIMKACKU €3UK B
MEXITyHapOIHO HAYYHO CIIHCAaHUE.

Hayunu npuHocH Ha qucepTalusiTa

B cnpaBkata ca mnocoyenn 10 HayyHH TpuHOCAa HaA JAUCEPTAUUMOHHUS TPy
MOJIPA3JEIeHH Ha TEOPETUKO-METOJOJOTUYHH, MPAKTUYECKH U MPHUHOCU C MOTBBPIUTENICH
xapakrep. OT elHa JOKTOpPCKA AMCEpTaIUsl HE Ce OYaKBa HEMPEMEHHO (OpMYIHUPAHETO Ha
TEOpUU WIM KOHIEHIMM 3a pPEeruoHaiHoTo pasButue. llo-cabpkaHa caMOOlIEHKa Ha
npuHocuTe OM Omia MoJe3Ha, 3alloTO HE T'M OMalloBakaBa, HO ce (POKycHUpa BBPXY
NEHCTBUTENTHO TIOCTUTHATOTO OT aBTOpa. KaTo 110, mpremMaMm HAIWYUETO Ha TPUHOCH B
EMITUPUYHOTO TMMO3HAHWUE HA TPAHWMYHUTE pAoHW Ha bhirapus, B ampoOuUpaHeTO Ha
ompeJiesieHa M3CIe0BaTeICKa METO/IMKA, KAaKTO W B HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHOTO HaIpaBjeHUE Ha
MecTHaTa W peruoHangHaTa mnoiutuka. OOOCHOBaHM ca Hamp., HM3BOJAUTE, Y€ CaMo
pa3KpruBaHETO Ha pabOTHM MecTa HE € JOCTaThuyHO 3a 3aJbpKaHe Ha HACEJIeHHMETO, 3a
3HAYEHUETO Ha KOHPUTypalusaTa Ha CeTUIIIHATA MPEkKa, COITUAITHUS KalaluTeT U Jp.

3alese:xxkn

[Ipu egna mo-mpemnu3Ha MOCIETHA PEeNaKIus Ha paboTaTa MOXKeIe Ja ce H30sSrHaT
HSKOU JpeOHU, HO BHJIMMHU Tpelikd — (AaKTUYECKH W B O3aryiaBsiBaHHUATA (HA IeTa TJiaBa,
Hamp.). Crmabo e mpuioxkeH KapTorpadckusT MeTol. B cnHChKBT ¢ IuTeparypara He
MPUCHCTBAT HAW-aKTyaTHUTE BEPCHM HAa BAXKHU MyOJIMKAIIMM W JIOKyMCHTH, HAmp. Ha
LAKkoHomuueckute neHrpore Ha MIIM, na HanumoHamHata KOHUENIMS 3a PETHMOHAIHO M
MIPOCTPAHCTBEHO Pa3BUTHE U AP. U3TOUHUIIH.

3akioueHune

B pesynrar Ha IUIOCTHOTO CH 3amo3HaBaHE € JAHMCEpTAllMOHEH Tpyn Ha Bacun
[Mangypcku m3passiBaM KaTerOPUYHO CTAHOBHWIIE, Y€ TOH € OPUTHHAIIHO U 3HAYUMO HAYIHO
W3CIIe/IBAaHE, OCBIIECTBEHO I0J] KOMIIETEHTHOTO PHKOBOACTBO HA HAYy4YHHUS PBHKOBOAMTEIL.
[TocTurHat ca CBHIIECTBEHH HAYYHU PE3YJNTAaTH, KOUTO HAIBJIHO YJOBIETBOPSBAT
M3UCKBaHUATA 32 IPUAOOMBAHE HA ChOTBETHATA CTEIICH.

[IpencraBenata aucepramusi OTroBapsi Ha M3UCKBAaHMATA HAa 3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHE Ha
aKaJEeMUYHUA CBCTaB M CBBP3aHUTE C HETrO NpPaBUIHUIM. M3pas3siBaM MOJOKUTEIHO
CTaHOBHIIE U Il TJIaCyBaM 3a MPUCHKJIAHETO Ha 0Opa3oBaTesIHA M HAy4yHA CTEIEH ,,JOKTOp®
Ha Bacui Pocenos [lannypcku.

apod. a1-p Pymen Sakos
14.09.2026 1. pod. ap Py



OPINION
by Prof. Dr. Rumen Hristov Yankov — Member of the Scientific Jury
Pursuant to Order No. 1554 / 17.07.2026 of the Rector of South-West University "Neofit Rilski" -
Blagoevgrad
Regarding the defense of the dissertation by: Vasil Rosenov Pandurski; Dissertation Topic:
“Socio-demographic processes in the border territories of the Southwest Region”; Professional
Field: 4.4 Earth Sciences; Doctoral Program: Economic and Social Geography; Scientific
Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Emilia Patarchanova; Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics,
Department of Geography, Ecology and Environmental Protection

Data on the PhD Student and Procedure

The candidate Vasil Pandurski has completed regular doctoral studies at the Department of
Geography, Ecology and Environmental Protection at the Faculty of Natural Sciences and
Mathematics. He was enrolled as a full-time PhD student in March 2022 and was disenrolled
with the right to defense in December 2025. He holds a Bachelor's degree in Geography and a
Master's degree in Finance from South-West University "Neofit Rilski".

The dissertation and the auto-abstract are presented in finished, complete form. Enclosed
are a report on individual scientometric indicators, declarations of authenticity and originality, a
list of author publications on the dissertation topic, and other accompanying documents. I find no
procedural violations or irregularities.

Data on the Dissertation Research

Vasil Pandurski's dissertation research is dedicated to topical issues regarding the
development of border municipalities in Bulgaria. This relevance is predetermined by intense
political, demographic, and socio-economic changes over the past few decades, which present
the role of border territories in the national space in a new light. The study of the border regions
of the Bulgarian Southwest is a task of significant scientific and applied importance for regional
development and the country's geopolitics.

The presented work contains all mandatory attributes of a dissertation: a comprehensive,
logically structured exposition across 230 pages, including an introduction, six chapters, a
conclusion, a report on scientific contributions, and a list of sources comprising 196 references
and 50 internet sources. The text features 34 tables and 55 figures — diagrams and cartographic
maps.

The introduction reveals the methodological foundations of the study. The object and
subject of research, the goal, and the main hypothesis are defined. The author favors an
optimistic scenario in which negative trends in the socio-demographic development of the
studied territory, although deeper than those nationwide, can be corrected by mobilizing local
resources and applying successful municipal-level management models. The conceptual
apparatus and theoretical guidelines are clarified in Chapter One. These are followed in logical
sequence by a review of factors (Chapter Two), a demographic profile of the 14 municipalities,
and an analysis of social processes within them (Chapters Three and Four).



The methodological core of the study is Chapter Five. The correlation between the
economic and demographic rank of the municipalities serves to outline a spatial model
comprising four types of municipalities. The same approach links demographic rank and
specifically net migration balance with transport accessibility and social services. Conclusions
follow regarding the demographic resilience of municipalities, introducing expressive
terminology regarding their status in various directions — "demographic anchors," "zones of
structural collapse," "social spiral of exclusion," etc. Chapter Six contains the author's
interpretation of opportunities and mechanisms for overcoming demographic and social
problems.

The conclusion of the dissertation is extremely concise (2 pages) given the expected
significance of the research findings and invested research efforts, though this is somewhat
compensated by the findings in preceding chapters.

The 51-page auto-abstract reflects the essential moments of the work's content and the
achieved cognitive results. There are five publications on the topic of the dissertation, four of
which are independent, and two are in English, published in an international scientific journal.

Scientific Contributions of the Dissertation

The reference report lists 10 scientific contributions of the dissertation, subdivided into
theoretical-methodological, practical, and confirmatory contributions. A doctoral dissertation
does not necessarily entail formulating new theories or concepts for regional development. A
more restrained self-assessment of contributions would be beneficial, as it does not diminish
them but focuses on what was actually achieved by the author. Overall, I accept the presence of
contributions to the empirical knowledge of Bulgaria's border regions, in testing a specific
research methodology, and in the scientific-applied field of local and regional policy. For
instance, well-substantiated conclusions are made regarding the fact that job creation alone is not
sufficient to retain population, as well as the importance of settlement network configuration and
social capacity.

Remarks and Recommendations

With a more precise final editing of the work, some minor but visible errors could have
been avoided — factual and in titling (e.g., Chapter Five). The cartographic method is
underutilized. The bibliography lacks the most up-to-date versions of important publications and
documents, such as the Institute for Market Economics' "Economic Centers," the National
Concept for Regional and Spatial Development, and other sources.

Conclusion

As a result of my thorough review of Vasil Pandurski's dissertation, I express a definitive
opinion that it is an original and significant scientific study, carried out under the competent
supervision of the scientific supervisor. Substantial scientific results have been achieved that
fully satisfy the requirements for acquiring the respective academic degree.

The presented dissertation complies with the requirements of the Law on the Development
of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and related regulations. I express a positive



opinion and will vote in favor of awarding the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" to
Vasil Rosenov Pandurski.

14.09.2026

Prof. Dr. Rumen Yankov
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