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1. O0ma xapakTepuCTHKA U AKTYAJHOCT HA AUCEPTAIUOHHUSA TPY]

[IpencraBeHusT 3a 3amuTa AUCEpTaloHeH Tpyn Ha Bacun Pocenor [lanmypcku e mocBeTeH
Ha aKTyaJieH ¥ OOIIECTBEHO 3HAYUM IpoOJIeM, KOWTO MMa SICHO U3Pa3eHO HAyYHO M HAYYHO-
MPUIOXKHO 3HAYCHHE — COIMATHO-IEMOrpa)CKOTO Pa3BUTHE HA TPAHUYHUTE TCPUTOPHH HA
Orozanaanus paiion.

AKTyaJTHOCTTa Ha TeMara MPOU3THYA OT 3a]IbJIO0OYABANIUTE CE MPOCTPAHCTBEHH PAa3IUYMsl B
IeMOTpa)CKOTO M COIMATHO-MKOHOMUYECKOTO pa3Butue Ha boarapus. [lpomecure Ha
JEToNyanus, IeMorpad)CcKo ocTapsiBaHe, MHUTPAIMs W KOHIICHTpAIMs Ha HACEIICHUETO U
WKOHOMHYECKHATE JIEHHOCTH B OTPaHWUYCH OpOW IICHTPOBE TMOCTaBIAT TNepudepHUTe U
IPAaHUYHUTE TEPUTOPUH B OCOOCHO YsA3BMMa MO3MIMSA. VIMEHHO TE3W TPOIECH ONMPEACIST
HEOOXOIMMOCTTA OT 33AbJI00UEHHN MPOCTPAHCTBEHU M3CJIEIBAHUS, KOUTO J]a THPCAT HE CaMO
MPOSIBJICHUATA HAa JeMOrpaCKUTe MpoOJIeMH, HO U MPUUYNHHO-CIEJACTBEHUTE 3aBUCHMOCTH
Mex Iy AemMorpadcekara TMHAMUKa, MKOHOMHYECKOTO pa3BUTHE, MHPPACTPYKTypaTa, J0CThIIA
10 YCIIYTH Y PETHOHATTHHUTE TIOJTUTUKH.

B TO03u cmucen cumram wu30paHaTa TeMma 3a aKTyajHa, AWCEpTaOMiIHA W 3HaYUMa 3a
ChBpEMEHHATa HKOHOMUYECKA U COITHANTHA reorpadusi.

[IpencraBeHusT TPy € B 00eM OT 245 cTpaHMIIM U ChIbPIKA YBOJ, IECT IJIaBU, 3aKIIOUYEHUE,
Hay4YHH TpUHOCH M OmoOimorpadus. ABropedepaTsT € B o0eM oT 51 cTpaHuIM U oTpassiBa
OCHOBHHUTC pPC3YJITATU U IPUHOCUTC HA JTUCCPTALUOHHOTO U3CJICIBAHC. Hpe,Z[CTaBeHI/I ca u 11eT
myOJIMKaNY, TEMATHYHO CBBP3aHU C JUCEPTALUATA.

2. OneHKa HA CHABPKAHUETO U METOA0JIOTUATA

CrtpykTypata Ha JAMCEpPTAlMOHHUS TpPyJA € JOrMYHa U TO3BOJISIBA IOCIEA0BATEITHO
INPEMHHABaHEe OT TEOPETHUKO-METOJOJOTMYHUTE MOCTAHOBKM KBbM aHaIM3a Ha (aKTOpHUTE,
IeMorpadCKUTE M COLMAIHUTE MPOIECH, YCTAHOBSIBAHETO HA B3aMMOBPB3KUTE MEXAY TAX U
(bopMyIupaHeTO Ha MPAKTHUECKH HACOUYCHH MPETI0KEHUS.

[TonoXUTETHO OLEHsBaM CTpeMeXa Ha JOKTOpaHTa Ja pas3riexaa AeMorpadckure
MPOLIECH HE KaTO CaMOCTOSITETHO SIBIICHHE, a KaTO YacT OT CJIO0KHA TEPUTOPHATIHA CHCTEMa, B
KOSITO  B3aMMOJEHCTBAT HMKOHOMMYECKH, COLMATHH, WHQPACTPYKTypHH, CEIHILIHH,
MHCTUTYIIMOHAIHU U MPOCTPAaHCTBEHH (akTopu. VIMEHHO TO3M MOIX0 MpuaaBa reorpad)cku
XapakTep Ha M3CJIEIBAHETO M MO3BOJSABA Ja OBJAT OTKPOCHHU cHenu(uIHUTE MpoOIeMH Ha
nepudepHUTe ¥ TpaHUYHUTE MpocTpaHcTBa. [logoOHa KOMITIIEKCHA KOHIETIIIUS € OTYETeHA U
B IIPE/ICTaBEHATa PELEH3US.

Oco0eHO cuiaHA CTpaHa Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYZ € HeroBaTa eMIHMpHYHAa 00e3MeueHOCT.
ABTOPBT U3I0JI3BA 3HAYUTEJICH CTATUCTUYECKH MAaTEpUal U U3BBPIIBA CPABHUTEIIHU aHATH3H
U TPOCTPAHCTBEHH THIIOJOTH3AMKM HAa H3CIeABaHNTE OOMMHHU. JlemMorpacKuaT aHamu3



MO3BOJISAIBA SICHO JIa C€ pa3rpaHUyaT TEPUTOPHH C Pa3IHyHa WHTECH3MBHOCT M XapakTep Ha
nemorpadcKuTe mpooIeMH.

ChILECTBCHO 3HAYCHHE HMMa M AHAIM3bT HA COIMAJIHHUTE MPOIECH, BKIIIOYBAI 3a€TOCT,
Oe3paboTHiia, J0XOIW, COLMAIHHU YCIIyTH, 3/ApaBeona3BaHe, 00pa3oBaHUE, TPAHCIOPTHA
UH(PACTPYKTypa U COIUATHA TONMUTHKA. [10JI0KUTETHO OLICHSIBAM OIUTA TE3U MOKA3aTeNn J1a
ObIaT UHTETPUPAHU B KOMIUIEKCHA OLIEHKA Ha TEpUTOpHATHATA Ar(epeHIINAIIHS.

3a MeH 0coOCHO WHTEpecHa € IeTa IJiaBa, B KOSTO M3CJICABAHETO IPEMHHABA OT
NPEUMYIIECTBEHO OMUCATENICH KbM OOSCHHUTENEH XapakTep. M3moa3BaHeTo Ha KOpelalMoOHeH
aHa M3, AHAJMTHYHU MATPUIM M TMPOCTPAHCTBEHH MOJEIM TaBa BB3MOXKHOCT 1ga ObaaT
TBPCEHHU 3aBUCUMOCTH MEXAY WKOHOMMUYECKUTE, WHQPACTPYKTYPHUTE M COLUATHUTE
XapaKTEePUCTHKH, OT €HA CTpaHa, U JeMorpadckara JMHAMKUKA — OT ApyTa.

3. HayyHu 1 HayYHO-NIPHJIOKHH IPHUHOCH

[IpueMaM OCHOBHUTE HAyYHH U HAYYHO-IIPUJIOKHU IPUHOCH HA TUCEPTALUOHHUS TPY.
Cpen Tax OMX OTKpOMJ TMpeld BCHYKO OINUTa 33 KOHUENTyaJlu3UpaHe M EeMIHUPHYHO
apryMEHTHpaHe Ha CeUU(UYHU 3aBHCHMOCTH B Pa3BHTHETO Ha INepu(epHUTE TpaHUIHU

TEPUTOPHH.
WuTepec mpencraBnsBaT popMyIMpaHUTE OT aBTOpa ,,[1apaJOKC HAa HKOHOMUYECKHS (akTop®,
MOJIENBT ,,CeIUIIHA CTPYKTypa — YCIyrH — jaeMorpadus’ u ,BUCOUMHHHMAT MOJEN Ha

n3onanua’. TsAXHaTa CTOMHOCT BMXKIAM IPEAM BCUYKO KaTO ONHWT 3a CUCTEMATHU3UPAHE U
00sICHEeHHE Ha yCTAaHOBEHUTE MPOCTPAHCTBEHU 3aBUCMOCTH B U3CJI€IBaHATA TEPUTOPHUSI.
Oco0eHo BHUMaHUE 3acilyaBa KOHIIETILHUATA 32 ,,KOPETallMOHHUTE CIIMpaJId Ha ynaabka“®. Ts
npeacTaBs aAeMorpadckus ynaabK HE KaTo pe3yiTaT OT €lIWH JOMUHHUpall (akTop, a KaTo
CaMOIIOJICHJIBAILIA C€ CUCTEMA, IIPU KOSTO OIPAHHYEHHUAT JOCTHII 10 YCIYyTH, MHTPALUATA,
MKOHOMHYECKOTO OTciabBaHe M JemorpadckuTe 3aryOM B3aWMHO YCHJIBAaT CBOETO
BB3/ICHCTBHE.

HayuHo-npmiio)kHa CTOHHOCT MMaT pa3pabOTEHHUTE THUIIOJOTMM M MPOCTPAHCTBEHU
IpyNypaHds Ha TPaHUYHUTE OOIMIMHU M HJISHTHU()UIMpPAHETO Ha pa3IMYHU MOJETU Ha
COLMAJIHO-ZIeMOrpadcka yCTOHYMUBOCT U YS3BUMOCT.

[lonoxxurenHO oOuUEHSABaM M IpaKkTUYecKaTa OpueHTauus Ha Tpyaa. llpeanoskeHusita
3a,,TEXHOJOTMYHA KOMIIEHCAalus Ha nepudepusara™, HHTErpUpaHU  TEPUTOPHUATHU
MHBECTULIUH, POAKTUBHI MECTHU MMIPALMOHHU TOJUTUKU U MOA0OpsSBaHE HA JOCTHIA JIO
3paBHU, O0Opa30BATEIHM M COLMAJIHM YCIYyTH I[IOKa3BaT CTPEMEX pe3yJTaTuTe oOT
U3CJIEIBAHETO Ja OBbAaT CBBP3aHM C pEATHUTE HWHCTPYMEHTH Ha peruoHajHata u
nemorpadckaTa moJIMTHKA.

3aciayxaBa BHUMaHUE M pa3paOOTEHHST MPOrHOCTUYEH XOpH30HT 10 2040 r., upe3 KOHUTO
aBTOPBT CE ONUTBA Ja OLEHHU OBAEHIOTO pa3BUTHE HA U3CIIEIBAHUTE MPOLIECH U BB3MOKHHUTE
e(eKTH OT LIeJIeHACOYCHN UHTEPBEHIINU.

4. Kputuunu 0eJiesKKH U NPenopbKH

Hapen ¢ Ge3criopHHUTE JOCTOMHCTBA HA TUCEPTALIOHHUS TPy MOTaT J1a ObAaT HalpaBeHU U
HSKOM OeNIe)KKH, KOUTO He HaMaJIsiBaT HEeropaTa oO11a MoJ0KUTETHA OIICHKA.

Ha mepBO MsACTO, JMTEpaTypHHAT 0030p OM CIEYenwa OT MO-IIMPOKO IPHUCHCTBHE HA
CBhbBPEMEHHU MEXIYHApOJHU H3CIICABaHUSA B 00JIaCTTa HA MPOCTpPAHCTBEHATa AeMorpadus,
nepudepu3anuaTa, rpaHUYHATE TEPUTOPHUH, JeMorpadcekara yCTOHYNBOCT W perHOHATHATA
pe3WIMEHTHOCT. B mpenctaBeHust Tpya mpeodianaBaT OBITapCKUTE H3TOYHUIM, IOKATO
MEKIYHAPOAHNUTE HAYYHH JUCKYCHH Ca O-OIPAHUYEHO 3aCTHIICHH.

Ha BTOpO MsICTO, HAKOM OT (hOpMyITUpPAHUTE MOAETH UMAT IMOTEHIUAI J]a ObAaT Pa3BUTH OTBbB]L
KOHKPETHHUSI PETHMOHAJCH Ka3yc. 3a Ja ce apryMeHTHpa TsIXHara MO-IIUPOKa TEOPETHYHA
NPUIOKUMOCT 00ade, Ou 010 HeOOXOMMO Te 1a ObAAT anpoOUPaHU BEPXY APYTU TPAHUYHU



U nepudepHu TepuTOpuu Ha bbarapus M eBeHTyalHO BbPXY CXOJHM TEPUTOPUHM B JIPYTU
eBPONEHCKH IbpKaBH. ToBa MO-CKOPO OIpENeNsiM KaTo MEePCIEeKTHBA 3a ObJemaTa HayYHa
paboTa Ha JOKTOpaHTa, OTKOJIKOTO KaTO HEIOCTAaThK Ha HacrosmaTa auceprauus. [lonoOHO
OrpaHMYEHUE Ha BB3MOXKHOCTTA 3a TEHEpaJU3UpaHEe HAa MOJEIUTE € II0COYEHO M B
IPeJOCTaBeHaTa PeLEeH3Hs.

Ha Tpero MsicTo, B OTAENHM YacTW Ha TpyJa MO-TOJSIMO CHUHTE3UpPAaHE Ha pe3ysTaTuTe Ou
noJo0pUI0 TPOCIEeNIBaHETO Ha MPUYMHHO-CIEJICTBEHUTE BpPB3KM U OM  HAIPaBUIIO
U3JI0’KEHUETO OIlI€ MO-KOHLENTYaJTHO KOHLIEHTPUPAHO.

Te3u Oenexku UMaT Ipeu BCUUKO MIPENOPbUNTENICH XapakTep U MoraT Aa ObaT MOJe3HU IpU
OBICIIOTO MyOIMKAIIMOHHO PAa3BUTHE HA PE3YJITATHTE OT AUCEPTAIMOHHOTO U3CIIEIBAHE.

5. Bbipocu KbM IOKTOPAaHTA

B®B Bpb3Ka ¢ MpeIcTaBeHus: AMCEPTALMOHEH TPy OUX MOCTaBUJI Ha JOKTOPAHTA CIETHHUTE
7IBa BBIIpOCA:

1. Koii ot ycTaHOBeHUTE B AucepranusaTa ¢pakTopu cnopes Bac nma Haii-royissM noteHuuan aa
MIPEKBCHE ,,KOpEJTAl[MOHHATA CIIMpalla Ha yrnabKa* B r(paHUYHUTE OOLIMHN — NKOHOMHYECKaTa
aKTHUBHOCT, TPAHCIIOPTHATA JOCTBITHOCT, JOCTBITBT 10 MyOJINYHU YCIIyTH WK LIeJIeHacOYeHaTa
neMorpadcka MmoJIMTHKA, U 3a110?

2. Jlo kakBa cremneH pa3zpaboTeHuTe oT Bac mozenu — M 0coOEHO MOJENBT ,,CENUIIHA
CTPYKTypa — yCIyTH — ieMorpadus™ u ,,BACOYMHHUAT MOJET Ha U30JAIHs* — MoraT J1a Obaat
NPUIOKEHH KbM Jpyrd nepudepHH W TIpaHUYHU pailoHn Ha bearapus m kak Ouxre
OpraHU3UPaIH MOJOOHO CPABHUTEIHO HU3CIIeABaHE?

6. 3akr04ueHue

[IpencraBeHusT AucCepTalMOHEH TPY[ ,,ColuanHo-aeMorpagcki Mpouecd B TI'paHUYHHUTE
teputopun Ha lOrozamagHus paiioH“ peACTaBisABa 3aBbPILICHO U CAMOCTOSITEIHO HAY4YHO
M3CJEIBAHE 10 aKTyalleH po0JieM Ha MKOHOMHUYECKAaTa U COLMalIHATa reorpadusl.

Bacun Pocenos ITannypcku JEMOHCTpUpA CrocoOHOCT Ja bopmymnmpa
Hay4YHOM3CJIEOBATEJIICKM  IpoOjeM, Ja  M3M0J3Ba  MOAXOJAIL  METOAOJOTMYEH
MHCTPYMEHTapuyM, Ja 00paboTBa W MHTEPIPETHpa 3HAUYUTENCH eMIIMPUYeH MaTepuall U aa
JOCTUra 10 apryMEHTHUPAaHU HAy4YHH M Hay4yHO-IIPUJIOXKHM pe3yinratu. [IpenocraBeHara
pEeLIeH3Us ChINO 3aKII0YaBa, Y€ TUCEPTAHTHT MPUTEKaBa HEOOX0IUMAaTa IMOATOTOBKA M YMEHHS
3a CaMOCTOSATEJIHA Hay4YHOM3CIIEI0BaTeNCKa paboTa.

Cunram, Ye AMCEPTAMOHHUAT TPYyJ OTroBaps Ha M3HCKBaHMATA 3a NPUAOOMBAaHE Ha
oOpasoBaresHaTa U Hay4YHa CTETICH ,,TOKTOP .

Bb3 0ocHOBa Ha ISUIOCTHATa MM IOJIOKUTEJIHA OLIEHKAa HAa JAMCEPTALlMOHHUS TPYJ, HEropara
aKTyaJIHOCT, METOJI0JIOTHYHA OOOCHOBAHOCT, IMOJIyYEHUTE HAYYHU pE3yITaTH U HAYYHO-
NPUIOKHM TpHUHOCH, yOeneHo mie riacyBam ,,3A“ mpuckxknaHero Ha Bacun Pocenos
[Tanmypckn Ha oOpaszoBarenHatra W HaydyHa crenen L, JIOKTOP“ B mpodecuonamno
Hanpasnenue 4.4. Hayku 3a 3emsra (MkoHOMUYecka U coruaiina reorpadus).

23.09.2026r.
rp. Codust
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1. General characteristics and relevance of the dissertation work

The dissertation submitted for defense by Vasil Rosenov Pandurski is dedicated to a current
and socially significant problem that has a clearly expressed scientific and scientific-applied
significance - the socio-demographic development of the border territories of the Southwestern
region.

The topicality of the topic stems from the deepening spatial disparities in the demographic and
socio-economic development of Bulgaria. The processes of depopulation, demographic aging,
migration and concentration of the population and economic activities in a limited number of
centers place peripheral and border territories in a particularly vulnerable position. It is these
processes that determine the need for in-depth spatial research that seeks not only the
manifestations of demographic problems, but also the cause-and-effect relationships between
demographic dynamics, economic development, infrastructure, access to services and regional
policies.

In this sense, I consider the chosen topic to be relevant, discursive, and significant for
contemporary economic and social geography.

The presented work is 245 pages long and contains an introduction, six chapters, a conclusion,
scientific contributions and a bibliography. The abstract is 51 pages long and reflects the main
results and contributions of the dissertation research. Five publications thematically related to
the dissertation are also presented.

2. Content and methodology assessment

The structure of the dissertation is logical and allows for a consistent transition from theoretical
and methodological statements to the analysis of factors, demographic and social processes,
the establishment of the interrelationships between them and the formulation of practically
oriented proposals.

I positively assess the doctoral student's aspiration to consider demographic processes not as
an independent phenomenon, but as part of a complex territorial system in which economic,
social, infrastructural, settlement, institutional and spatial factors interact. It is this approach
that gives the study a geographical character and allows the specific problems of peripheral
and border areas to be highlighted. A similar complex concept is also taken into account in the
presented review.

A particular strength of the dissertation work is its empirical support. The author uses
significant statistical material and performs comparative analyses and spatial typologies of the
studied municipalities. The demographic analysis allows to clearly distinguish territories with
different intensity and nature of demographic problems.

The analysis of social processes, including employment, unemployment, income, social
services, healthcare, education, transport infrastructure and social policy, is also of great
importance. I welcome the attempt to integrate these indicators into a comprehensive
assessment of territorial differentiation.



For me, the fifth chapter is particularly interesting, in which the research moves from a
predominantly descriptive to an explanatory nature. The use of correlation analysis, analytical
matrices and spatial models allows for the search for dependencies between economic,
infrastructural and social characteristics, on the one hand, and demographic dynamics, on the
other.

3. Scientific and applied scientific contributions

I accept the main scientific and applied scientific contributions of the dissertation work.
Among them, I would highlight, above all, the attempt to conceptualize and empirically argue
for specific dependencies in the development of peripheral border territories.

Of interest are the "paradox of the economic factor", the "settlement structure - services -
demography" model and the "altitude isolation model" formulated by the author. I see their
value primarily as an attempt to systematize and explain the established spatial dependencies
in the studied territory.

Of particular note is the concept of “correlated spirals of decline.” It presents demographic
decline not as the result of a single dominant factor, but as a self-reinforcing system in which
limited access to services, migration, economic decline, and demographic losses mutually
reinforce their impact.

The developed typologies and spatial groupings of border municipalities and the identification
of various models of socio-demographic resilience and vulnerability have scientific and applied
value.

I also positively assess the practical orientation of the work. The proposals for "technological
compensation of the periphery", integrated territorial investments, proactive local migration
policies and improving access to health, education and social services show an aspiration to
link the results of the study with the real instruments of regional and demographic policy.
Also worthy of attention is the developed prognostic horizon until 2040, through which the
author attempts to assess the future development of the studied processes and the possible
effects of targeted interventions.

4. Critical notes and recommendations

Along with the undeniable merits of the dissertation, some remarks can be made that do not
diminish its overall positive assessment.

First of all, the literature review would benefit from a wider presence of contemporary
international research in the field of spatial demography, peripheralization, border territories,
demographic sustainability and regional resilience. The presented work is dominated by
Bulgarian sources, while international scientific discussions are more limited.

Secondly, some of the formulated models have the potential to be developed beyond the
specific regional case. However, in order to argue for their broader theoretical applicability, it
would be necessary for them to be tested on other border and peripheral territories of Bulgaria
and possibly on similar territories in other European countries. I define this as a prospect for
the future scientific work of the doctoral student rather than as a shortcoming of the present
dissertation. A similar limitation of the possibility of generalizing the models is also indicated
in the provided review.

Thirdly, in some parts of the paper, a greater synthesis of the results would improve the tracing
of cause-and-effect relationships and would make the presentation even more conceptually
concentrated.

These notes are primarily of a recommendatory nature and may be useful in the future
publication development of the results of the dissertation research.

5. Questions to the doctoral student



In connection with the presented dissertation, I would ask the doctoral student the following
two questions:

1. Which of the factors identified in the dissertation do you think has the greatest potential to
break the "correlation spiral of decline" in border municipalities - economic activity, transport
accessibility, access to public services or targeted demographic policy, and why?

2. To what extent can the models you have developed — and especially the “settlement structure
— services — demography” model and the “altitude isolation model” — be applied to other
peripheral and border regions of Bulgaria and how would you organize such a comparative
study?

6. Conclusion

The presented dissertation "Socio-demographic processes in the border territories of the
Southwestern region" represents a completed and independent scientific study on a current
problem of economic and social geography.

Vasil Rosenov Pandurski demonstrates the ability to formulate a research problem, to use
appropriate methodological tools, to process and interpret significant empirical material and to
reach reasoned scientific and scientifically applied results. The review also concludes that the
dissertation candidate possesses the necessary preparation and skills for independent research
work.

I believe that the dissertation meets the requirements for acquiring the educational and
scientific degree of "doctor".

Based on my overall positive assessment of the dissertation work, its relevance, methodological
soundness, the scientific results obtained and scientific and applied contributions, 1 will
confidently vote "FOR" the awarding of the educational and scientific degree "DOCTOR" to
Vasil Rosenov Pandurski in the professional field 4.4. Earth Sciences (Economic and Social
Geography).

23.09.2026
Sofia

Prepared the opinion: ..o,
/Prof. Dr. Kliment Naydenov/
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