CTAHOBHUIIE

ot aou. a-p Caasu IlumMutpoB
Cromnancku ¢axynrer npu BTY ,,Cs. cB. Kupun u Metoamii®,
YJIeH Ha HAYYHO >KYPH BbB Bpb3Ka C MIPOBEKIAAHETO HA 3alllMTa Ha JUCEPTALMOHEH TPYA 3a
npuckxkaane Ha OHC ,,Jloktop* mo Hay4yHa COENUAIHOCT ,,J IKOHOMHYECKa 1 COLMAJIHA
reorpadus’, npodecnonanto Hampasienue 4.4. Hayku 3a 3emsra, 001acT Ha BUCIIE

oOpasoBanue 4. [IpupoaHu Hayku, MaTeMaTHKa 1 HHPOpPMATHKa

Ocnoeanue 3a npedcmaesane Ha CMAHOBUEmOo: Y4acmue 8 HAYYHO JHCYPU 3a 3auuma Ha
oucepmayuoren mpyo, cvenacho 3anosed Ne 1554 om 17.07.2026 2. na Pexmopa na FO3Y
., Heogpum Puncku“ 3a onpedensne na Hayuno sicypu.

I. O600meHu JaHHU 32 HAYYHATA NPOAYKIMS U AeHHOCTTA HA KaAHAUAAaTa

Bacun Pocenos I[lanaypcku € 1O0KTOpaHT B penoBHa (opma Ha oOydeHHe KbM Karepa
,leorpadusi, €KoJorus M oOla3BaHe Ha OKojHaTa cpena, mpu [lpupomo-maremaTHdecKu
dakynrer Ha FOrozananen ynusepcutet ,,Heoput Puncku®. [IputexkaBa maructbpcka creneH
O CHeUaHOCT ,,duHaHcu" U 0akamaBbpcKa CTemeH 1o ,,I 'eorpadus u yuuten mo reorpapus’.

KannuaatsT uma nwiarorojuiinex mnpodecroHalieH onut B cdepara Ha 00pa3oBaHUETO,
Kato yuuren no reorpadus u ukonomuka B [IMI" ,,Akan. Cepreii Koponbos* — biaroesrpa.

HayunouscrnenoBaTenckure My UWHTEpEeCH ca HACOYEHH CbM HpoOJIeMuTe Ha
PErMOHATHOTO Pa3BUTHE M TPAHCTPAHUYHOTO CHTPYAHMYECTBO. YYacTBAa aKTHMBHO B HAy4YHU
dbopymH, U3CIEAOBATEICKU MPOSKTH U 00YYEHHUs, CBBP3aHH C PA3BUTHUETO Ha aKaJeMUYHUS U
npodecnoHamHus My Mpoduil, KOeTo HaMHpa OTPaKEHHE U B pa3paOOTBAHETO Ha HACTOSIIUS
JUCEPTAIMOHEH TPY/I.

1. O01ma xapakTepucTHKA HA IMCePTALMOHHUS TPYI

IIpennoxkeHusaT 3a pelLEeH3UpaHe AUCEPTALlMOHEH Tpyd Ha Tema ,,ConuaiHo-
neMorpadcky MpolecHd B I'paHMYHHUTE TepuTopuu Ha FOrozamaaHus paiioH™ ce oTjiMuaBa C
[IOYEPTAaH TEOPETUKO-TIPUJIOKEH XapakTep U BHCOKA AaKTyaJHOCT Ha U3CJIe/lBaHaTa
npobiematuka. Temara € HacoueHa KbM €AMH OT Hail-3HAUMMHTE MPOOJIIEMHU CBBP3aHU ChC
COITMATHO-ZIeMOTpad)CKUTE TPOIIECH B TpaHUYHUTE 00mMHN Ha FOro3anagHus paiioH.

JlycepTallMOHHUAT TPYyA € B 00eM oT 245 cTaHIapTHU CTPAaHUIM U € CTPYKTYpHUpaH B
yBOJ, 6 TJIaBH, 3aKJIIOYEHUE U TIprioxeHue. M3nomsBanu ca 196 u3zrounnka, ot kouto 135 Ha
kupuiuia U 61 Ha matuHuna. ToBa CBUAETENICTBA 3a 3abJI00YCHA TEOPETHYHA MTOATOTOBKA U
no0pa OCBEJOMEHOCT Ha aBTOpa IO pasriexkaaHata mnpobiemaTuka. B u3noxeHuero ca
BKJItOueHU 34 tabnuuu u 55 purypu.

W3cneaBanero e M3rpaZieHO BbpXY SCHO (pOpMyiMpaHa HaydyHa Te3a, CIOpea KOSTO
COLIMATTHO-AieMorpadcKkuTe Mpolecy B U3CIeIBaHUS PailoH clieBaT TeHJIEHIUUTE NMPOTUYAIIN
Ha HalMOHAJIHO HHMBO, HO C MHOIO IO-BHUCOKAa JMHAMHUKA U JBJIOOYMHA HA HEraTUBHUTE
NpPOSIBJIIEHUS, a T€ Morar Ja ObJaT KOPUTUPAHU Ype3 MOOMIM3UpAaHE HAa MECTHUTE PECypCcH U
IIpUJIaraHe Ha CHELMAIHO U3TPaIeHN MOJIEH Ha Pa3BUTHE.

W3non3BaHu ca NpOCTPaHCTBEH (XOPOJIOTHYEH ), HHTETPUPaH TEPUTOPUATIEH U HICTOPUKO-
reHeTH4eH (BpeMmeBM) moaxoJ. I[IpuioskeHH ca KOJMYECTBEHM M CTaTHCTUYECKH METOJH,
HermapaMeTpuyeH METOJ] M KopelanuoHeH aHaimu3 (koeduuumeHnt Ha CnupmaH), METOA Ha



MIPOCTPAHCTBEHOTO Teorpadcko Mojaenupane (BUCOYMHEH METOJ), CPaBHUTEITHO reorpadcku
METOJl, JIOKYMECHTAJIeH, HapaTUBEH W CTAaTHCTUYECKHM aHamm3. VI3ciemoBaTeNcKusT
HHCTPYMCHTAPUYM € aJICKBATCH HAa INOCTABCHUTC LCJIIU U 3aaa4U U OCUTYpSABAT HeO6XOI[I/IMaTa
Hay4YHa 00OCHOBAHOCT Ha MOJIyYEHUTE PE3YJITaTH.

Karo msno aucepTanMOHHUST TPYA € pa3paboTeH B CHOTBETCTBHE C AKaJEMUYHHTE
W3MCKBAaHUS 3a HAYYHO H3CJIeIBaHE Ha JIOKTOPCKO HHBO, OTJIMYaBa C€ C JIOTWYEecKa
MOCJIEIOBATEIIHOCT, TEOPETUYHA APIYMEHTUPAHOCT U MPAKTHYECKa HACOUEHOCT.

I11. [Tpenenka Ha ¢popmMaTa U CHABP:KAHUETO HA AUCEPTANMOHHUS TPY/

Temara Ha AUCCPTAIUOHHUA TPYH € aKTyaJlHa U 3HAYMMa KAaKTO OT HaydHa, Taka U OT
MpakTHYecKa riiegHa Touka. HeroBara CcTpyKkTypa € JIOTUYECKH U3bpiKaHa M ChOTBETCTBA Ha
IIOCTaBEHUTE U3CJICOBATEIICKU LIEIN U 3a/1a4l. V3/10)KEHUETO € MOCIIE0BATEIHO U OCUTYpsIBa
IUTABCH MPEXOJ] OT TCOPETHYHUTE TOCTAHOBKM KBbM aHAllM3a Ha COIHMAIHO-AeMOTpadCKu
IIPOLIECH B U3CIJI€/IBaHATa TEPUTOPUSL.

B mppBa ri1aBa ca aHaMM3MPaHU TEOPUUTE U KOHIICTIIIUUTE 33 COIUATHO-TEMOTPaCKOTO
pasButHe, NepUHUPAHN Ca TPAHUYHUTE OOIIMHY U ca OYepTaHU TEXHUTE 0coOeHOCTH. V3sicHeHH
ca MOHATUUHUSAT amapaT, MOAXOAUTE U METOJAUTE HA U3CIIEIBAHETO.

Bropa rnapa pasriexaa reorpadckoTo mojaoxKeHue U MPUPOAHUTE PECYPCH, CEIUIITHATA
Mpeka, ypOaHHU3aIMOHHUTE MPOLIECH B TPAaHUYHUTE OOUIMHH, TAXHATA CEKTOPHA CTPYKTypa U
crenuanu3anus. AHaJIU3UpaHU ca eBpOIeHCcKara, Ibp)KaBHATA U PETHOHAlIHA IMOJIMTUKA 3a
pa3BUTHE HA TPAHUYHUTE TEPUTOPUHU, KAKTO U BB3MOKHOCTUTE 3a TPAHCTPAHUYHOTO
CHTPYIHUYECTBO.

B Tpera rnmaBa e nHampaBeH aeMmorpadcku mpoduia Ha TPAaHUYHHUTE OOUIMHH, KOETO
MO3BOJIIBA TSXHOTO TpyNHpaHE M U3BEXKIaHe Ha (PyHIAMEHTAHU 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH 3a
CBhCTOSIHUETO Ha TpaHUYHUTE oOHM B FOro3anaanus paiioH.

YeTBbpTa TN1aBa BKJIIOYBA aHAIU3 HA ,,COLIMATHHUTE MPOIECH B TPAaHUYHHUTE OOIIMHU.
HampaBeHa € KOMIUIEKCHAa paHrOBa OIEHKA W COIHATHO-HH(PPACTPYKTYPHO TPYyIHpaHEe HA
TPAHUYHHUTE OOIIMHY B YETUPHU COIMAITHO-UH(PPACTPYKTYPHHU KII'LCTEPH.

[Tera rnaBa pasriexaa OCHOBHUTE MPOOJEMH HA TPAaHUYHUTE OOIIMHYU U BIMSHUETO Ha
UKOHOMHYECKUTE (DAKTOPH BBPXY JeMorpadckara TuHamMuKa. V3BeleHu ca KOpeIalMOHHHUTE
BPB3KH MEXKAY COITMATHUTE U IeMOTPa(CKUTE TTPOIIECH.

B mecra rmaBa ca mOCOYEHHM BB3MOXKHOCTUTE 3a IPEOAOJSBAHE Ha MPOOJIEMHUTE B
COLIMATHO-JIEeMOTPa)CKOTO pa3BUTHE HA TpaHWYHUTE OOmuMHH. HampaBena e mporHosa 3a
pa3BuTHE Ha couuamHo-neMorpadckure mpouecu B nepuoaa 2030-2040 r. u ca ouepTaHu
NECUMHUCTHUYCH, PCAITMUCTUYCH U MHAYIHPAH OIITUMHUCTHUYCH CLHICHAPHU.

ABTOpedepaThT KOPEKTHO U ITBIHO OTPa3siBa ChABPKAHUETO HA IUCEPTAUOHHUS TPYI,
HETrOBUTC OCHOBHHU IMOCTAaHOBKHU, PE3YJITATU U IPUHOCH. HpeI[CTaBCHI/I cas HY6J'II/IKaIH/II/I, KOUTO
ca TEeMaTUYHO CBBP3aHU C JUCEPTAIIMOHHOTO U3CIEABAHE U CBHUJICTEIICTBAT 3a TpalHUS HAyYeH
MHTEPEC W aHTAKUPAHOCT Ha JOKTOpaHTa KbM H3cleABaHus mpobiem. He e koHcTatupaHo
TIarUaTCTBO.

IV. Onpenessine M oLeHsIBaHEe HA HAYYHHUTE NPUHOCH B JUCEPTALUOHHMSA TPYA
MoxeMm fa popMmynupaMe eT OCHOBHH ITPUHOCA HAa TUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPY L
v’ IlpunmaraHeto Ha KOMIUIEKCEH METOJOJIOTHYECKH MOAX0[ (PaHTOBH  OIEHKH,
KOpeJaluu, IPOCTPAHCTBEH aHaJIN3, CTATUCTUYECKH METOJU U Jp.) IO3BOJISBA Ja CE€ HAaIpaBU
TUNOJIOTU3anus Ha TpaHuyHuTe oOmmHN B FOro3amamuus paiion. M3BeaeHuTe yeTHpu THIA
IpaHUYHU OOIIMHU: YCTOHYMBHU si/ipa, MEXKIAMHEH TUIN, NepudepHu OOMMHU M OOIIMHU B



CbhCTOSIHUE Ha Kojarc. ToBa MOTBBp)KIaBa 3aIbi0ouaBaliaTa Ce BBTPEIIHO pPErHOHaIHa
MOJIApU3allvsl B XOPU3OHTAJICH acCIEKT: MOela , IIeHThbp-Tiepudepus U BbB BEPTUKAICH —
,»MOJIeJI Ha BEpTUKAJIHA U30Jaus’";

v' TlocpeacTBOM KOpENalMOHEH aHAIU3 € J0Ka3aHo, Y€ COLMAIHO-UH(PaCTPyKTypHATa
cpena e ompexaensma (+0,931) mo orTHomieHue Ha ngeMorpadckara JMHAMUKA, JOKATO
MKOHOMUYECKOTO Pa3BUTHE (3a€TOCT U J10X0J1) uMa ymepeHo Biusaue (+0,466). ToBa Boau
70 TpOMsIHA Ha JOCETAlTHUTE pa30oWpaHus 3a 3HAYMMOCTTa Ha WKOHOMHYECKaTa cpela u
HAJTMYMETO Ha paOOTHU MECTA KAaTo JOCTAThYHU 3a OTpaHUYaBaHE HA JCTIONYIAIUATA;

v 3anpa00dYeHUTe aAHAIUM3M Ha  COLMAIHO-AEMOrpa)CKMTE IIPOLECH, H3BEICHHUTE
pE3yNITaTH ¥ HANIPABEHUTE MPEIOKEHHUS 32 CMEKYaBaHEe HA PETHOHAHUTE AUCOATaHCH MOTaT
Ja HaMepsT IIHPOKO TPUIIOKEHUE TMpH IUTAHWpAHE Ha pErHOHAIIHATA IIOJIUTUKA U
PETHOHATHOTO Pa3BUTUTE B TPAHUYHUTE OOIMHU HA MPOYYBAHATA TEPUTOPHUS,

v Hanpapenara mporsosa 3a ,,00THMHCTHYEH cleHapuii 1o 2040 r., qokassa, 4e upes
KOHIENIUATa 3a ,,3aMecTBaHe Ha Tpyna ¢ uHoBanuu* (Mumyctpus 4.0) u akTuBHa pe-
MUTpAIIMOHHA TIOJIUTUKA, IEMOTPaCKUAT CpUB MOKE J1a Objie OBiIasAH B oOmuuuTe ot Turm |
u Tun Il. Tlpennoxen e crnenudpuyeH OOUIMHCKM MEXaHM3bM 3a 3aJbp)KaHe Ha KaJpu,
BKJIFOYBAII] I[EJICBY CTHIICHINU 32 MJIAJIU CIICIIUAIMCTH U MPUOPUTETEH JAOCTHIT IO OOIUHCKA
KUUIIEeH QoHT B mepudepHUTe 30HU;

v’ JlokasaHo e, dye oomuuute or Tun 1V (30HM Ha KoJarc) Beue ca IPEMUHAINA TOYKaTa Ha
HEoOpaTHMOCT M HE MOTAaT Ja MPEKbhCHAT MOPOYHHUTE IUKIU Ha JeMorpadCcku Kosarc 0e3
JTUPEKTHA BHHIIHA IbP)KaBHA HHTEPBEHIIHU.

V. KpuTtuuHu 0ejie;KKH M NPenopbKH

Hsmame kpuTuuynu O€NeXKH IO OTHOILIEHHE Ha CTPYKTypaTa, ChIbPXKAHUETO U
METOJIOJIOTUATA Ha JAceTalnoHHus Tpya. KaTto mpenopbka MOXke /1a ce MOCOYH pa3iiupsiBaHe
Ha MyOIWKAallMOHHATa aKTHMBHOCT Ha JOKTOpPaHTa 4Ype3 IMOCTaBsHE Ha pe3ylTaTuTe OT
W3CIIEIBAHETO B MEKIYHAPOJIHU HAayYHU W3JAaHus U QOpyMH, KOETO OU TOMPUHECHO 3a MOo-
IIMPOKa HayYyHa BUJUMOCT U IUCKYCHsI Ha IOCTUTHATUTE PE3YJITATH.

V1. 3akiouenue

JucepranmoHHUAT Tpya Ha nJokTopaHT Bacun Ilannypcku oTroBaps Ha MU3UCKBAaHUATA
Ha 3aKoHa 3a pa3BUTHE Ha akaJeMuyHus cbcTaB B PenyOiuka bovarapus (3PACPB) u
[TpaBunHMKa 32 HETOBOTO Mpuiarane. PaspaboTkara 1eMOHCTpUpa 3a1b100UeHa TEOPETUYHA
MO/ITOTOBKA U CIIOCOOHOCT 32 CaMOCTOSITENTHO HAYYHO M3CJE/IBAHE U YMEHHUE 3a (popMyiHpaHe
Ha 000CHOBAaHU U3BOAM U MPAKTUUYECKH MPUIOKUMHU MPETOPHKU.

CbC ChIBPKAHUETO HA JUCEPTALMOHHMS TPYA U CBBP3aHUTE C HEro MyOJIuKaluu
JOKTOPaHThT IOKPUMBA MHMHMMAJHUTE HAIMOHAJHU W3MCKBAaHUS 3a IMpHA00MBaHE Ha
oOpasoBaresHaTa U Hay4Ha CTEIEH ,,TOKTOP ‘.

['opensnoxkeHOTO MM J1laBa OCHOBaHME Ja u3pa3sd TMOJIOKHUTENIHA OIeHKa 3a
MIpe/ICTaBeHus AUCEePTAIlOHEH TPyl U Ja MpernopbuaM Ha yBakaeMuTe uieHoBe Ha HayuHoTo
KYpH J1a B3eMaT pelleHue 3a MPUCHKIaHEeTO Ha oOpa3oBaTeHaTa U Hay4yHa CTETEH ,,JJOKTOp®
M0 HAYYHA CHeHHAJHOCT ,,MKkoHOMHYecKa M comuagHa reorpadgusa®, npodgecuoHATHO
HanpasJjeHnue 4.4. Hayku 3a 3emsra, 00s1acT Ha Buclie oopasosanue 4. [Ipupoanu Hayku,
MaTeMaTHKa U MHH(popmaTuka.

01.09.2026 1. H3roTBui CTAaHOBUILETO:......
/mou. a-p Cnasu JJlumMutpos/



OPINION

by Assoc. Prof. Slavi Dimitrov, PhD

Faculty of Economics at the Veliko Tarnovo University “St. St. Cyril and Methodius”,
member of the scientific jury in connection with the conduct of the defense of a
dissertation for the award of the ESD “PhD” in the scientific specialty “Economic and Social
Geography”, professional field 4.4. Earth Sciences, field of higher education 4. Natural
Sciences, Mathematics and Informatics

Basis for presenting the opinion: participation in a scientific jury for the defense of a
dissertation, in accordance with Order No. 1554 of 17.07.2026 of the Rector of the South-
West University “Neofit Rilski” for the appointment of a Scientific Jury.

I. Summary of the candidate's scientific production and activities

Vasil Rosenov Pandurski is a full-time doctoral student at the Department of Geography,
Ecology and Environmental Protection, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics of
Southwestern University “Neofit Rilski”. He holds a master's degree in Finance and a bachelor's
degree in Geography and Geography Teacher.

The candidate has many years of professional experience in the field of education, as a
teacher of geography and economics at the “Acad. Sergey Korolyov” State University of
Education - Blagoevgrad.

His research interests are focused on the problems of regional development and cross-
border cooperation. He actively participates in scientific forums, research projects and trainings
related to the development of his academic and professional profile, which is also reflected in
the development of this dissertation.

I1. General characteristics of the dissertation work

The dissertation work proposed for review on the topic “Socio-demographic processes
in the border territories of the Southwestern region” is distinguished by a pronounced
theoretical-applied nature and high relevance of the researched issues. The topic is aimed at one
of the most significant problems related to the socio-demographic processes in the border
municipalities of the Southwestern region.

The dissertation work is 245 standard pages long and is structured in an introduction, 6
chapters, conclusion and appendix. 196 sources were used, of which 135 in Cyrillic and 61 in
Latin. This testifies to the author's in-depth theoretical preparation and good awareness of the
issues under consideration. The presentation includes 34 tables and 55 figures.

The study is based on a clearly formulated scientific thesis, according to which the
socio-demographic processes in the studied region follow the trends occurring at the national
level, but with a much higher dynamics and depth of the negative manifestations, and they can
be corrected by mobilizing local resources and applying specially constructed development
models.

A spatial (horological), integrated territorial and historical-genetic (temporal) approach
were used. Quantitative and statistical methods, non-parametric method and correlation
analysis (Spearman coefficient), method of spatial geographic modeling (altitude method),



comparative geographic method, documentary, narrative and statistical analysis were applied.
The research tools are adequate to the set goals and objectives and provide the necessary
scientific justification of the results obtained.

Overall, the dissertation work was developed in accordance with the academic
requirements for scientific research at the doctoral level, is distinguished by logical consistency,
theoretical reasoning and practical focus.

I11. Assessment of the form and content of the dissertation work

The topic of the dissertation work is relevant and significant from both a scientific and
practical point of view. Its structure is logically sound and corresponds to the set research goals
and objectives. The presentation is consistent and provides a smooth transition from theoretical
statements to the analysis of socio-demographic processes in the studied territory.

The first chapter analyzes the theories and concepts of socio-demographic development,
defines border municipalities and outlines their features. The conceptual apparatus, approaches
and methods of the study are clarified.

The second chapter examines the geographical location and natural resources, the
settlement network, urbanization processes in border municipalities, their sectoral structure and
specialization. The European, state and regional policy for the development of border
territories, as well as the opportunities for cross-border cooperation, are analyzed.

In the third chapter, a demographic profile of the border municipalities is made, which
allows their grouping according to their demographic profile and the derivation of fundamental
regularities for the state of the border municipalities in the Southwestern region.

The fourth chapter includes an analysis of the “social processes in the border
municipalities”. A complex ranking assessment and socio-infrastructural grouping of the border
municipalities into four socio-infrastructural clusters are made.

The fifth chapter examines the main problems of the border municipalities and the
influence of economic factors on demographic dynamics. The correlations between the social
and demographic processes are deduced.

The sixth chapter indicates the possibilities for overcoming the problems in the socio-
demographic development of the border municipalities. A forecast for the development of
socio-demographic processes in the period 2030-2040 is made and pessimistic, realistic and
induced optimistic scenarios are outlined.

The abstract correctly and fully reflects the content of the dissertation work, its main
premises, results and contributions. 5 publications are presented, which are thematically related
to the dissertation research and testify to the doctoral student's enduring scientific interest and
commitment to the research problem. No plagiarism was found.

IVV. Determination and evaluation of scientific contributions in the dissertation
work

We can formulate five main contributions of the dissertation work:

v The application of a complex methodological approach (ranking estimates,
correlations, spatial analysis, statistical methods, etc.) allows for a typology of border
municipalities in the South-West region. The four types of border municipalities derived: stable
cores, intermediate type, peripheral municipalities and municipalities in a state of collapse. This
confirms the deepening intra-regional polarization in a horizontal aspect: the “center-periphery”
model and in a vertical — “vertical isolation model”;



v Through correlation analysis, it has been proven that the socio-infrastructural
environment is decisive (+0.931) in terms of demographic dynamics, while economic
development (employment and income) has a moderate influence (+0.466). This leads to a
change in the previous understanding of the importance of the economic environment and the
availability of jobs as sufficient to limit depopulation;

v The in-depth analyses of socio-demographic processes, the results derived and
the proposals made for mitigating regional imbalances can be widely used in planning regional
policy and regional development in the border municipalities of the studied territory;

v The forecast made for an “optimistic scenario” until 2040 proves that through
the concept of “replacing labor with innovation” (Industry 4.0) and an active re-migration
policy, the demographic collapse can be controlled in Type | and Type Il municipalities. A
specific municipal mechanism for retaining personnel is proposed, including targeted
scholarships for young specialists and priority access to municipal housing stock in peripheral
areas;

v It has been proven that Type IV municipalities (collapse zones) have already
passed the point of irreversibility and cannot break the vicious cycles of demographic collapse
without direct external state intervention.

V. Critical remarks and recommendations

We have no critical remarks regarding the structure, content and methodology of the
dissertation work. As a recommendation, we can indicate the expansion of the doctoral student's
publication activity by placing the results of the research in international scientific journals and
forums, which would contribute to broader scientific visibility and discussion of the achieved
results.

V1. Conclusion

The dissertation work of doctoral student Vasil Pandurski meets the requirements of the
Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LAADRB) and
the Regulations for its implementation. The development demonstrates in-depth theoretical
preparation and ability for independent scientific research and the ability to formulate justified
conclusions and practically applicable recommendations.

With the content of the dissertation work and the publications related to it, the doctoral
student meets the minimum national requirements for acquiring the educational and scientific
degree “PhD”.

The above gives me reason to express a positive assessment of the presented dissertation
work and to recommend to the esteemed members of the Scientific Jury to make a decision on
the awarding of the educational and scientific degree “PhD” in the scientific specialty
“Economic and Social Geography”, professional field 4.4. Earth Sciences, field of higher
education 4. Natural Sciences, Mathematics and Informatics.

01.09.2026 Signed by:..................
(Assoc. Prof. Slavi Dimitrov, PhD)



