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CTAHOBHIIE

3a nucepraunoHeH Tpya Ha SIHa I'eoprueBa ®dunesa
»COIIUATTHATA IMTIPOMSIHA CIIOPE] BbJITAPCKHSA HIO EH K«
3a npuckxaane Ha OHC ,,/lokrop*
o npodecroHanHo Hanpasienue 3.1. Counonorus, aHTPOIIOIOTHS M HAYKH 3a KyJITypaTa,
Hoxktopcka mporpama ,,Counonaorus

ot npo¢. x1-p bopuc Puannos Manos
(FO3Y ,,Heodur Puncku”, xatenpa ,,&unocopcku v NOIUTUIECKH HAYKH )

CTaHOBUILIETO € U3TOTBEHO B CHOTBETCTBUE C M3uckBanuaTa Ha 3PACPB, IIII3PACPb
u cerinacHo 3amoBex Ha Pexropa nHa IOroszamanen ynuBepcurer ,,Heoput Pumcku® Ne
1865/23.09.2026 r. CTaHOBHIIETO € BBH3JIOKECHO C PEIICHUE Ha WICHOBETE HAa HAYYHOTO KYPH
3a MPOBEXKJaHe Ha 3alUTAaTa.

Jexmnapupam, 4e HE CbM CBBP3aHO JIMIIE 10 cMUCHIa Ha § 1, 1.5 ot JonbiaHuTEnHUTE
pasnopenou Ha 3PACPE ¢ nokTopanTKaTa, KakKTO M Y€ HIMaM YaCTeH HHTEPEC, KOUTO OU MOT'BJT
Jla BIUsie BbPXY O€3MPUCTPACTHOTO U OOEKTUBHO M3MBIHEHUE HA paboTaTa MU KaTO 4JEH Ha
YKYPUTO TIO Ta3H 3allUTa.

1. O6001menn NaHHHU 3a AUCEPTALMOHHMSA TPY

JucepranmoHHusT TpyA Ha flHa ®@unea ,,ConuanHara IpoMsiHa CHOpea ObJIrapCKus
Hro Efimx* cpabpxka: YBoa, uetupu riaBu (Penurusta kato ¢akTop 3a coldaiHa MpoMsHa,
Mopdomnorus Ha 3anagHata Hio Eimpk myxoBroct, Mopdomorus na 6wnrapckara Hro Eifmk
nyxoBHocT, ConmanHata excnpecus Ha Obarapckata Hio Eix gyxoBHOCT), 3akiroueHue,
bubnmnorpadus, mect Ilpunoxenus, [Ipunocu Ha goktopckata aucepTanus U CHUChK Ha
MyOMUKAIMUTE 110 TeMaTa Ha JOKTOpCKaTa JUucepTaIusl.

JlucepTalmoHHUAT TPY € ¢ 0011 o0em ot 458 cTp., oT kouTo 381 CcTp. OCHOBEH TEKCT;
BkioyBa 44 tabmuim u 129 durypu. bubmmorpadusra obxsama 148 3armaBus (67 Ha
ObArapcky, 3 Ha MakeJOHCKH, 8 Ha pycku U 70 Ha aHIVIMHUCKU €3HK).

ABTOpKaTa ompesens KaTo 00eKT Ha aucepTaroHHus Tpya Obarapckus Hio Eimk, a
KaTo MpeAMET ColMaiHaTa mpoMsiHa criopes; Obarapckus Hio Efmxk.

Lenra Ha AucepTallMOHHUS TPY/I € 1a YCTaHOBU JIajiy MOCiaHusATa Ha Obarapckute Hio
Eiimx 0GIIHOCTH KBbM TOCTIEAOBATENNTE MOTaT Jja ObaT cCUCTeMaTU3UpaHu KaTo UEONIOTHs,
HacoueHa KbM colLHMaiHa npomsiHa. DopMymupaHu ca IIEeCT 33Ja4yd U TPU XHUIOTE3H.
MeTtononorusara BKJIOUBa KaUECTBEHU U KOJIMYECTBEHU METOIU.



JloktopckaTta Te3a e, ye ObarapckusT Hio Eijk e WHKIy3uBHO peBailBalMCTHYHO
JYXOBHO JABM)KEHHE, KOETO CE pasrphlia KaTo I'Pa)1aHCKa PEJIUTHSL.

N36poennTe eneMeHTH Ha YBOJA OCHUTYpSBAT HATMYHETO HAa BCUYKH 33BIDKUTCITHH
ChCTaBHU YacTH Ha eHa aucepranus. OCBeH TAX, aBTOPKATa € MOCOYMIa ETUYHU U3MEPEHUS U
OTpaHMYECHUS HA WU3CIIEIBAHETO, KOUTO J1aBaT 3aBbPILICHA MPEICTaBa 3a 3pEI0CTTa HA HEUHMS
Hay4eH TpyA.

[IspBa rnasa ,,Penurusta kato ¢akTop 3a colMaiHa MpoOMsHA MpaBU 0OCTOCH aHAIU3
Ha CHIIECTBYBAIIUTE COIMOIOTUYECKU TEOPUH 32 POJIATA HA PEIUTHUATA B OOIIECTBOTO C aKIIEHT
BBPXY COLIMAJIHATA IIPOMSHA.

Bropa rnaBa ,,Mopdonorus Ha 3anmannata Hio Eipx myxoBHOCT® pasriexnaa Haii-
ABTOPUTETHUTE 3allaJIHA y4eHU 110 BbIpocute Ha Hro ENmk nyXxoBHOCTTa M odepraBa Hau-
Ba)KHUTE NMPOOJIEMH B Ta3u Hay4yHa 00JIacT.

Tpera rnasa, ,,Mopdonorus Ha 6barapckata Hio Eifpk myXoBHOCT® pasriexaa KakTo
aBTOPH, KOWTO ca TpeacTaBuTeNd Ha Obiarapckata Hio Eimpk myXOBHOCT, Taka M MHOTO
MAaJKOTO OBJATrapcKu aBTOpH, u3ciuensanu Hio Eipk oT Hay4Ha riieHa Touka.

YerbpTa rinaBa ,,CounmanHaTta ekcrnpecusi Ha Owiarapckara Hrio Eimx gyxoBHOCT
npecTaBs 00CTOCH aHAINU3 Ha COOCTBEHU aBTOPOBU EMITUPUYHH U3clieBaHus Ha SIHa DuneBa
C KQUeCTBEHU U KOJMUYECTBEHU METO/M, KOUTO OTKPUBAT U aHAJIM3UPAT HOBU HAYYHU (AKTH.

B 3axmioyeHneTo ce kas3Ba, 4Ye B ChbBPEMEHHOTO OBJITrapcko OOIIECTBO ce€ Mpecuyar
JyXOBHOCTTA, MMAMETTAa U €TUYHOTO Ch3HaHue. biarogapenne Ha rmobanuzanusita, Hio Eimk
JlyXOBHOCTTA BHACS CBEYKA CHEPIrus, KOATO CTUMYJIUPA TPAAULIHOHHATA PEIUTHO3HOCT B HOBU
U MOJIEpHHM TMpOSBIIEHUS. ABTOpKaTa Ce€ aHrakupa ¢ OOOCHOBAHO MHEHHE, 4e ,,HOBaTa
JTyXOBHOCT*“ II€ C€ pa3pacTBa.

II. OneHka Ha HayYyHHMTe M Ha NPAKTHYECKHTe Pe3yJTaTH U NPHHOCH HA
AUCepTalusTa

B npeacraBcHara Jucepranusa Morart aa 6’I)I[aT OTKPOCHHU CJICAHUTC OCHOBHH ITPHUHOCHU:

OcHOBHUAT TPOOJIEMEH KpBI' € CBBbp3aH H3cieaBaHeTo Ha Owarapckus Hro Eimk —
Pa3KpHUBaT C€ HErOBATa CHIIHOCT, IPOSIBU, ACIIEKTH HA TEOPETU3UPAHE B CbBPEMEHHOTO HAYYHO
MIPOCTPAHCTBO, pa3npocTpaHeHneTo My B bbirapus. Tyk KaTo ChIIECTBEHU XapaKTEPUCTHKU
Ha MMOCTUTHATOTO OT PuieBa MOTar Ja ce ONPEAENsT CIIEIHUTE MOMEHTH:

a/ TeopeTnyHaTa ,,00e3MmeueHOCT  Ha U3cleABaHuATa. Te ce OCHOBABaT HA MTO3HABAHETO
Y M3M0JI3BAHETO HA MOCTWXKEHUATA Ha AaBTOPU MO3HATU M YTBBPJAWIM CE€ B ChBPEMEHHATa
commosiorusi kato Xanerpad, bapkwp, Kemonws1, Xwuitnac, [xuceynu, Yyaxen u ap. Hapen ¢
toBa duyieBa NUTUPAa ¥ MHOTO MAJKOTO OBJTapCKU aBTOPH B Ta3u 00JacT Kato MapuHOB,
TonueBa, ManoBa, Tpoesa. JIo6poTo mo3HABaHE Ha JIUTEpaTypara € MoKa3aTes 3a CEPHO3eH
M3CJIEIOBATEIICKH TTOIX0/I, KOWTO ChYETaH ChC CTpEMEkKa 3a ,,COOCTBEH MPOUYUT, MPEACTABAT
Slna duneBa kKaTto aBTOpP, KOWTO 3aJbJOOYCHO II03HABA CHBPEMECHHHTE IOCTHIKCHHS B
n3ciaensanuaTa Ha Hro Eimk.

0/ BTOpUSAT BaXE€H MOMEHT € CBBbp3aH ChC cOOCTBeHHUTE Te3u Ha SlHa dunesa, KOSATO
000CHOBaBa JOKTOpCKaTta Te3a, ye Obirapckuar Hio Eifk e MHKITy3MBHO peBailBaJIMCTHYHO
JIyXOBHO [IBIJKEHHME, KOETO C€ pas3rpblla KaTo TrpaxaaHcka penurus. [loka3BaHeTro Ha



coOCTBEHa JOKTOPCKA T€3a € apryMEHTUPAHO C MHOTO J0Ka3aTelICTBA U apryMEHTH, KOUTO ca
U3JI0KEHU POPECUOHATHO U METOIUYHO.

B/ TpGTI/I CBIIMHOCTCH MOMCHT B I[HCCpTaIII/IHTa c OPHFI/IHaJIHaTa CMHI/IpI/I‘-IHa Hay‘-IHO-
n3cleoBareckaTa paboTa Ha JOKTOpaHTKara. Ts chueTaBa KAueCTBEHU W KOJUYECTBEHU
METOJI B €JIHAa HEeH3CIIeABaHa Jocera 00JIacT Ha HAyIHOTO IMO3HAHNE U OTKPUBA HOBHU (DaKTH,
KaTo HampuMep HM3BEXKJIaHe HAa SMIMPHUYHA 3aBUCUMOCT MEXIy Opos iora cryawa u Opos
XpUCTHSHU TIO oOyiact B bwirapus; nokasBaHe Ha ,,[IpaBOC/IaBHATa HICHTUYHOCT Ha
,»JAyXOBHUTE" Obarapu. OrpaHuYeHHsITa Ha CTAHOBUIIETO HE MM IO3BOJSBAT Jla Ce€ cIpa
MOOTACIIHO ¥ Ha NIPYTUTe M3BOAU. BakHO € &a ce momdeprae, 4e eMIupuyHaTa pabora e
JIOTHYCCKU 06B1;p3aHa C TeOpeTI/I‘-IHI/ITC HOCTYHaTI/I 1 IIOCTUXKCHUATA HA I[pyFI/I aBTOpI/I, YUECTO
3a16JI004€HO MMO3HaBaHe Oellle U3THKHATO.

B o0oOmienue, mnenta M 3ajayuTe Ha JUcCepTalsaTa ca MOCTUTHATH, €MIUPUYHHUTE
W3cleBaHus ca OTMTMHAIHU U HH()OPMATHBHU; XUIIOTE3UTE ca JOKa3aHU U TIOKTOpCKaTa Te3a
e 000cHOBaHa. AHTa)XKHpaM ce C MHEHHUETO, Y€ TUCEPTAMOHHUAT TPy Ha SIHa dunesa He caMo
MOKPHBA U310 BCUYKY 3aKOHOBU U3HUCKBaHUS, HO OMPEAENICHO HAIXBbPIIs pAMKHUTE Ha €HO
JOKTOPAHTCKO M3CIeBaHE.

[Mpuemam dopmynupanuTe MeT MPUHOCA, HANMCAHM OT aBTOpKAaTa Karo 4acT OT
CaMOOILIEHKAaTa Ha IPUHOCUTE B IOKTOpCKaTa JUCEepTaLusl.

[IpunoxxeHnure KbM Jucepranusita TpU MMyOJUKalMKM ca CBBbp3aHUM C TeMara Ha
JUcepTanusaTa U MOKpUBAaT HOPMATUBHUTE N3UCKBAHUS.

ABTopedepaThT npencTaBs OCHOBHUTE MPUHOCHU MOMEHTH Ha JUcepTalusTa.

TexcTbT Ha JucepTanusiTa € MpPEeMUHAN Tpe3 3aIbDKUTENIHATa IpoBepKa 3a
aHTHUIUIaruaTcTBo ¢ Turnitin ¥ mpeacTaBisiBa COOCTBEH aBTOPCKH TeKcT. He cbM OTKpui
HaJM4YWe Ha MJIaruaTCTBO B MPEACTaBEHUS TUCEPTAMOHEH TPy Ha SlHa Duesa.

I11. ITpenopbku

Karo nmam npeasua TBopueckute uHTEpecu Ha SlHa duieBa OMX npenopbyal, KakTo
Mopajy akTyaJdHOCTTa Ha mpobiieMa, Taka U MOpaJM HEropara MpaKTHUYecKa 3HAYMMOCT Ja
MPOJBDKM  TIO-TIEJIEHACOYeHO paboTara CH MO aHajdu3upaHe W ocMucisHe Ha Hio Eifmk
JYXOBHOCTTA M BpBb3KaTa i ¢ MOJUTUKATA M COLMATHUTE MPOIECH B ChBPEMEHHUTE 00IIeCTBa,
KaKTO U J]a HACOYM YCHJIMATA CH KbM 3abJI00OYaBaHE HA TEOPETUYHATA KOHIICTITyaln3alus Ha
TE3U MPOOIJIEMHU.

Cnbc 3amuTara Ha Hactosmara aucepramus Karenpa ,,Comnuonorus® BB @uinocopcku
¢dakynrer Ha FO3Y ,,Heodut Puicku® 3a mopeneH mbT A0Ka3Ba, Y€ MOIIOMAara u3pacTBaHETO
Ha CBOMTE BB3MUTAHUIM OT I'BPBUTE CTBHIKU B OaKaJaBbPCKOTO OOy4YEeHHME 10 3allMTa Ha
JOKTOPCKA CTENEH U MO-HAaTaThIIHOTO UM MHTErpHpaHe B HayyHaTa oOmHocT. Ckopo Osax B
KYpH 3a JIOLEHT B ChIllaTa KaTeapa, KbAETO KaHIuAaTKaTa Oelle mpeMHHajga OT HauyajaHaTa
CTereH Ha o0y4yeHHe J0 XaOWIuTanus U ToBa € caMO €IMH OT MHOTOTO ImpuMepu. ToBa naBa
OCHOBaHHE /1a Cce Ch3aBa COOCTBEHA IIKOJA ¢ Kaapu, oOydyeHu Ha mscTo. Mmaiiku mpensun
cnenupuIHAS UHTepeC B KaTeapara KbM COIMOJIOTHS HA PEIUTUsiTa U HOBUTE PEIUTHO3HU
JIBIDKEHUS], KOETO HE ce Ha0JltoJaBa Ha JPyro MsCTO B OBJIrapckaTta COILHOJIOTHs, HAacTOsIIaTa



3alIKTa 3a ColMaiHaTa mpomsiHa criopes obirapekus Hio Eifk 1mie nage HOB TIAaChK Ha Ta3H
MHOT'O ITOJIOKUTEIHA TCHIACHIINS.

JlmuHUTEe MU BIIEYATIICHUS OT AOKTOpaHT SlHa duieBa ca CTPUKTHOTO M3ITBJIIHEHHE HA
MHIUBUIYaTHUS I pabOTeH IUIaH M PEJOBHOTO JOKJIAJIBaHE W MPEACTAaBSHE Ha TPUMECCYHH
JTOKTOPAHTCKH OTYETH. TS PEIOBHO ydacTBalle B HAyYHUTE KOH(EpEHIMH, OpraHU3UPaHN OT
dunocodeku GakynTer.

1V. 3aknouenue

Karo umam npeasua U3J10)KEHOTO B MPEACTABEHUS JUCEPTALUOHEH TPYJ C JIOKa3aHU
OpUIr'MHaJIHU HAyYYHW W HAYYHO-IPWIIOKHU IIPUHOCH, CMATaM, 4YC TOM OTTroBaps Ha
n3uckBanusTa 3a OHC ,,Jlokrop* cerinacuo 3PACPB, [IpaBuiHuka 3a HErOBOTO MpuUjIaraHe u
BbTpenHuTe npasmwia Ha FO3Y ,,Heodut Puncku®.

Ha ocHoBara Ha HampaBeHHWTE W3BOJM KATO WIEH HAa HAYYHOTO KYPH IO HACTOSIIHUS
KOHKYpC III€ TJIacyBaM ,,3A* U mpejuiaraM Ha yBa)KaeMOTO Hay4HO >KypH Jla OJIKPENH Aa ce
MpPUCHIU 00pa30BATEIHO-HAYYHATA CTEIICH «IOKTOP MO couuojorus» Ha flua I'eopruesa
®uieBa B npodecnonanno HanpasJenue 3.1. ,,Connonorus, aHTPONOJIOTUsI M HAYKH 32
KyJTYypaTra®.

V. Jlexaapanus
Honynoamucanust mpod. na-p bopuc MaHoB aexnapupaM, dYe U3IIBIHSIBAM
MUHUMAaJTHUTE HAIIMOHAIHYA U3MCKBAHMSI 32 3a€MaHe Ha akaJieMUYHaTa JUIbXKHOCT ,,lipodecop®.

02.11.20267r. IMoamnuc:
I'p. biaroesrpaz [Ipood. n-p bopuc Manos



TO
THE CHAIR OF THE SCIENTIFIC JURY

For the defense of a dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific degree
"Doctor" (PhD) in Professional Field 3.1. at the South-West University "Neofit Rilski"

OPINION

on the dissertation of Yana Georgieva Fileva
"SOCIAL CHANGE ACCORDING TO BULGARIAN NEW AGE"
for the award of the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" (PhD)
in Professional Field 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology, and Cultural Sciences,

Doctoral Program "Sociology"

by Prof. Boris Filipov Manov, PhD

(South-West University "Neofit Rilski", Department of Philosophy and Political Sciences)

This opinion has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Act on the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ADASRB) and its
Implementing Regulations, and pursuant to Order No. 1865/23.09.2026 issued by the Rector of
the South-West University "Neofit Rilski". The preparation of this opinion was assigned by a
decision of the members of the scientific jury appointed for the defense.

I hereby declare that I am not a related party to the doctoral candidate, within the meaning of §
1, item 5 of the Supplementary Provisions of the ADASRB, and that I have no private interest
that could influence the impartial and objective performance of my duties as a member of the
jury for this defense.

1. Summarized data about the Dissertation

Yana Fileva’s dissertation, "Social Change According to Bulgarian New Age," consists of an
introduction, four chapters ("Religion as a Factor for Social Change," "Morphology of Western
New Age Spirituality," "Morphology of Bulgarian New Age Spirituality," and "Social
Expression of Bulgarian New Age Spirituality"), a conclusion, a bibliography, six appendices,
a section on the contributions of the doctoral dissertation, and a list of publications related to
the dissertation topic.



The dissertation has a total length of 458 pages, 381 of which constitute the main text; it
includes 44 tables and 129 figures. The bibliography comprises 148 entries (67 in Bulgarian, 3
in Macedonian, 8 in Russian, and 70 in English).

The author defines the object of the dissertation as the Bulgarian New Age, and its subject as
social change according to Bulgarian New Age.

The purpose of the dissertation is to determine whether the messages conveyed by Bulgarian
New Age communities to their followers can be systematized as an ideology oriented toward
social change. Six objectives and three hypotheses have been formulated. The methodology
employs both qualitative and quantitative methods.

The doctoral thesis posits that the Bulgarian New Age is an inclusive, revivalist spiritual
movement that unfolds as a civil religion.

The elements outlined in the Introduction encompass all the mandatory components of a
dissertation. Furthermore, the author addresses the ethical dimensions and limitations of the
study, providing a clear indication of the maturity of her scholarly work.

Chapter One, "Religion as a Factor for Social Change," offers a comprehensive analysis of
existing sociological theories regarding the role of religion in society, with a specific focus on
social change.

Chapter Two, "Morphology of Western New Age Spirituality,”" examines the work of leading
Western scholars in the field of New Age spirituality and outlines the key issues within this
area of study.

Chapter Three, "Morphology of Bulgarian New Age Spirituality," discusses both authors who
are representatives of the Bulgarian New Age movement and the very few Bulgarian authors
who have examined the New Age phenomenon from a scholarly perspective.

Chapter Four, "The Social Expression of Bulgarian New Age Spirituality," presents a thorough
analysis of Yana Fileva’s own empirical research — conducted using both qualitative and
quantitative methods — which uncovers and analyzes new scholarly findings.

The Conclusion states that spirituality, memory, and ethical consciousness intersect within
contemporary Bulgarian society. Thanks to globalization, New Age spirituality introduces a
fresh energy that stimulates traditional religiosity, leading to new and modern manifestations.
The author puts forward a well-founded argument that this "new spirituality” will continue to
grow.

II. Assessment of the Scientific and Practical Results and Contributions of the Dissertation

The following main contributions can be identified in the submitted dissertation:

The core subject matter concerns the study of the New Age movement in Bulgaria—exploring
its essence, manifestations, theoretical aspects within the contemporary academic landscape,
and its spread throughout Bulgaria. Key features of Fileva’s work include:



a) A solid theoretical foundation. The research draws upon the work of established authors
in contemporary sociology, such as Hanegraaff, Barker, Campbell, Heelas, Gisevich,
and Woodhead, among others. Furthermore, Fileva makes references to the limited
number of Bulgarian scholars active in this field, including Marinov, Toncheva,
Manova, and Troeva. Her thorough command of the literature demonstrates a rigorous
research approach; combined with her pursuit of an "original interpretation," this
establishes Yana Fileva as an author with a profound understanding of contemporary
developments in New Age studies.

b/ The second significant aspect concerns Yana Fileva’s own arguments; she
substantiates the central thesis of her doctoral dissertation — that the Bulgarian New Age
movement is an inclusive, revivalist spiritual movement which manifests as a civil
religion. This thesis is supported by a wealth of evidence and arguments, presented in a
professional and methodical manner.

¢/ A third essential component of the dissertation is the candidate’s original empirical
research. She combines qualitative and quantitative methods within a previously
unexplored field of inquiry, uncovering new facts — such as the identification of an
empirical correlation between the number of yoga studios and the number of Christians
across different regions in Bulgaria — and demonstrating the "Orthodox identity" of
"spiritual" Bulgarians. Due to the limitations of this opinion, I cannot discuss the other
conclusions individually. It is important to emphasize that the empirical work is
logically integrated with the theoretical postulates and the contributions of other
scholars — a body of work with which the candidate has demonstrated a thorough
familiarity.

In summary, the purpose and objectives of the dissertation have been achieved; the
empirical research is original and informative; the hypotheses have been proved, and
the doctoral thesis is well founded. It is my considered opinion that Yana Fileva’s
dissertation not only fully meets all statutory requirements but also clearly extends
beyond the typical scope of doctoral research.

I accept the five contributions formulated by the author as part of her self-assessment of
the contributions made in the doctoral dissertation.

The three publications appended to the dissertation are relevant to its subject matter and
satisfy the regulatory requirements.

The abstract (autoreferat) presents the key contributions of the dissertation.

The text of the dissertation has undergone the mandatory anti-plagiarism check using
Turnitin and constitutes original work. I have found no evidence of plagiarism in the
dissertation submitted by Yana Fileva.

III. Recommendations

Given Yana Fileva’s research interests — and considering both the topicality of the
subject and its practical significance — I would recommend that she continue her work
with a more focused approach. Specifically, she should further analyze and
conceptualize New Age spirituality and its relationship to politics and social processes
in contemporary societies, while also directing her efforts toward deepening the
theoretical conceptualization of these issues.



With the defense of this dissertation, the Department of Sociology at the Faculty of
Philosophy of the South-West University "Neofit Rilski" once again demonstrates its
commitment to fostering the development of its students — from their initial steps in
undergraduate studies through to the defense of a PhD and their subsequent integration
into the academic community. I recently served on a jury for an associate professor in
the same department, where the candidate had progressed from the initial level of study
all the way to habilitation—just one of many such examples. This provides a solid
foundation for establishing a distinct academic school, built upon scholars trained
within the institution itself. Given the department’s unique focus on the sociology of
religion and new religious movements — a specialization not found elsewhere in
Bulgarian sociology — this defense, which explores social change according to
Bulgarian New Age, will provide fresh momentum to this highly positive trend.

My personal impression of doctoral candidate Yana Fileva is that she has diligently
adhered to her individual work plan, consistently providing updates and submitting
quarterly progress reports. She regularly participated in the academic conferences
organized by the Faculty of Philosophy.

IV. Conclusion

In view of the content presented in the dissertation, which demonstrates original
scientific and applied scientific contributions, I consider that it meets the requirements
for the educational and scientific degree of "Doctor" (PhD) in accordance with the Law
on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB), the
Regulations for its implementation, and the internal rules of the South-West University
"Neofit Rilski".

Based on the conclusions reached, and in my capacity as a member of the Scientific
Jury for this procedure, I shall vote “IN FAVOR?” and propose that the Scientific Jury
support the awarding of the educational and scientific degree of ""Doctor in Sociology"
(PhD) to Yana Georgieva Fileva, within the professional field 3.1. "Sociology,
Anthropology, and Cultural Sciences."

V. Declaration

I, the undersigned Prof. Boris Manov, PhD, declare that I meet the minimum national
requirements for holding the academic position of "Professor."

2 November 2026 Signature:
Blagoevgrad Prof. Boris Manov, PhD
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