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,Heobut Puncku®, ®unocodcku dakynrert, kareapa ,,Coluomorus

Joktopant fIna ®unesa e 3aunciena Ha 18.07.2023 r. M3nbaHuna € BCUYKHU
neriHoct B WHauBuayanHuss pabOTeH TIUIaH, KMMa TJlacyBaHa TOJIOKHUTEIIHA
aTecTalmusi M OTJIMYHA OILIEHKa Ha palboTata mnpe3 TpUTE TOJWHHU Ha pEeAOBHA
nokropanTypa. Otuucinena ¢ npaBo Ha 3ammra Ha 17.07.2026 r. [JokToparsT €
NpeMUuHall 3aJbJDKUTEIHATa aHTUIUIarMarcka mposepka ¢ Turnitin (31.08.2026
r.). JlokToparhbT € TpeMUHAT W TpeaBapuTeNHO oOcChHkmaHe B Karempa
,Cormonorus“ kpM Dunocodpcku dakynrer Ha IrozamamHus yHUBEPCUTET
,2Heobut Puncku“, nHa 16.09.2026 r. u ¢ HacoyeH KbM IMyOJMYHA 3aIIUTA OT
Qakynretnust cbBeT Ha Dunocodcku Paxkynrer. Ha Gazara Ha npenctaBeHUTE
JOKYMEHTH HMa BCHYKM OCHOBAHUS Jla C€ 3aKiiouM, Y€ TMpoleaypara Io
00sBSIBAHETO Ha 3alIUTaTa € OChIIECTBEHA B MBJIHO CHOTBETCTBUE ChC 3aKOHA 3a

Pa3BUTHETO Ha akKaJeMHU4yHus cbcTaB B PenyOnuka bwarapus, [IpaBunnuka 3a



npuiarade Ha 3aKoHa 3a pa3BUTHE Ha akaJeMUYHUS CbCcTaB B PenyoOnmka buirapus
1 3aKOHa 3a BUCIIETO 00pa3oBaHKe, KakTo U ¢ akTyaiaHaTa Hapenba 3a pa3Butueto
Ha akagemMudaus chetaB B FO3Y ,Heodut Puicku®. JlaneHUAT mo-HaTaTHIIEH X0/
Ha MOpoleaypaTa U3LIIO0 OTrOBapsl Ha M3UCKBAHUATA HA MOCOYEHUTE HOPMATHUBHHU
aKTOBeE.

N3cneaBaHusT B IUCEPTALIMOHHUSL TPYJ OpoOJEeM € aKTyajleH B HAy4YHO U
HAy4YHO-TIPUJIOKHO  oTHomieHue. KoHkpeTHuTe  3amaun, pa3paboTeHH B
W3CJIEIBAHETO €A aJICKBATHU HA MOCTABEHATA LIEJ U Ca PEUICHH YCIEUTHO.

N3bpanara Meronwka Ha wu3cienBaHe — OallaHCHMpaHa KOMOHWHAIIUS OT
KOJIMYSCTBEHHU M KaUu€CTBEHU METOJIM - ITO3BOJISIBA IOCTUTAHETO Ha ITOCTaBeHara 1el
U TOJy4YaBaHE Ha aJIeKBaTE€H OTrOBOP Ha BBIIPOCHUTE, pa3pabOTEHH B JIOKTOpAra.
EMIupUYHUAT COIMONIOTHYECKH MaTepuall € ChbOMpaH B JOCTAaThYeH CPOK 3a Ja
MPOCIIEIA U3CIEABAHNUTE MPOLIECH U ABIEHUA. JJOKTOpaHTKara KOPEKTHO U KPUTUYHO
€ U3I0JI3BAJIa JOCThITHATA aKaJEMUYHA JIUTEpaTypa.

Sna ®dunesa e pazpaboruiia JOKTOpCKaTa CH Te3a, ChoOpa3HO ¢ aKaJeMUYHUTE
CTaHJIapTH, npueTu ot Obirapckara Cormosiorusi. JIorukara Ha CTPYKTypUpaHe Ha
JIOKTOpara € CTpOro MOAYMHEHA HA MOCTAaBEHATA eI U 3aJa4uTe, KOUTO € CIEABAIO
na Obnar pemieHW. J[okTopaHTKaTa BBBEXA IOCJIEIOBATEIHO M AHAJIUTHYHO
KJIFOUOBHUTE 00JIACTU B M3CJEABAHETO. B 1enus TEKCT JUUU CTPEMEXBT KbM SCHO
OIPEJICIISIHE HAa TEPMHUHOJIOTHATA U KOPEKTHOTO M, €THO3HAYHO M3II0JI3BaHe. ToBa €
MMOCTUTHATO C MOJAPOOHO MPEACTaBSIHE HA PA3BUTUETO HA TEOPETUUHHUTE MOJEIU U
HJICUTE 32 aHAIKM3 Ha Obarapckust Hio elpk KaKTo OT 3amaJHu COIMOJI03H, TaKa U OT
OBJIrapcKu yYeHH.

Camusar n360p Ha TemMaTa Ha AUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPY/ Beue € MPUHOCEH, 32 KOETO
MO3/IpaBiBaM HAy4YHUS PBHKOBOJUTEN M JOKTOpPaHTKAaTa. AKaAEMUYHUAT TPYA

CbAbpKa HAYYHO-TCOPCTHYHH, MCETOAOJIOTHUYHHW W HAYYHO-IIPHUIIOKHU IIPUHOCH,



KakTo € nmocoueHo B ABropedepara. [Ipuemam npuHocure, KOUTO € OTKpousa SHa
Qduresa.

JIokTOpaHTKaTa npeAcTaBs 3 CTaTHH, CBbP3aHU C pa3padoTeHara B IOKTOpara
TeMaTuka. Bcuuku Te ca OpUTrHMHAJIHM aBTOPCKH pa3paboTku. ABTopedeparbT €
HallUCaH M Karo CBhIBPXKAHMWE, W KaTo Ka4eCTBO CIIOPEN HW3UCKBAHUATA Ha
ChOTBETHUTE IIPABUJIHULIM. B HEro ca oTpa3eHM KOPEKTHO OCHOBHHUTE PE3YJTATH,
MOCTUTHATHU B IUCEPTALUATA.

JIuCepTalMOHHUAT TPYA ChbAbpP:Ka HAYYHH, HAYYHO-NPUJIOKHH U
NPUJIOKHHU Pe3yJITATH, KOUTO NPEICTABISABAT OPUTHHAJICH IPHHOC B HAYKATA
U OTrOBapsAAT HA BCHYKM W3MCKBaHUS Ha 3aKOHA 3a Pa3BUTUE HAa AKAJCMUYHUS
cbcTaB B PenyOimka bbarapus, IlpaBunHuka 3a MpuiaraHeTto My U ChOTBETHUS
[IpaBunnuk Ha FO3Y ,,Heodurt Puncku®.

JlucepraulMOHHUSAT TPyl MOKa3Ba, 4ye NOKTOpaHTKara flna duieBa npurekana
3aIbJIOOYEHN TEOPETHUYHM 3HAHUS U NPOPECHOHATHM YMEHHUS [0 Hay4yHaTa
cnequanHocT Comuonorusg Karo [JeMOHCTPHMpPa KadecTBa W yMEHMS 3a
CaMOCTOSITEITHO IIPOBEXKAAHE HA HAYYHO U3CIICBAHE.

[Topagu ropensnokeHoTo, yOeIeHO /aBaM CBOSITA MOJIOKHTETHA OLIEHKa 32
MPOBEAEHOTO U3cieaBane ,,ColuanHara npomsiHa cnopen oObarapckus Hio edmk™ u
npeaiaraM Ha NMOYMTAEMOTO HAYYHO KypPHM Ja NPUCHAU o0pa3oBareHATa U
Hay4yHa creneH ,Jlokrop*“ Ha flHa leoprueBa ®uieBa B 00JacT Ha BHUCIIE
oOpazoBanue: 3. ComnuanHW, CTONAHCKA W TMPaBHU HAyKH, MOpOo(eCHOHATHO
HanpasieHue 3.1. Conuonorus, aHTPOIOJIOTUS U HAayKH 3a KyJITypara JOKTOpPCKa

nporpama ,,Conuonorus.

31.10.2026 r. [Ipod. nu Maprapurta Kapamuxosa



OPINION
By: Margarita Nikolova Karamihova, D.Sc., Professor Honoris Causa of Veliko
Tarnovo University St. Cyril and St. Methodius
Regarding a dissertation for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree
of "Doctor" (PhD)
Field of Higher Education: 3. Social, Economic, and Legal Sciences
Professional Field: 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology, and Cultural Studies
Doctoral Program: Sociology
Author: Yana Georgieva Fileva
Topic: ,,Social Change According to the Bulgarian New Age*
Scientific Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Mario Marinov, PhD, South-West University

"Neofit Rilski," Faculty of Philosophy, Department of Sociology

Doctoral candidate Yana Fileva was enrolled on July 18, 2023. She has completed
all activities outlined in her Individual Work Plan; she has received a positive formal
assessment and an excellent evaluation of her work throughout her three years of full-
time doctoral studies. She was graduated from the doctoral program with the right to
defend her dissertation on July 17, 2026. The dissertation has undergone the
mandatory anti-plagiarism check using Turnitin (August 31, 2026). The doctoral
thesis underwent a preliminary review by the Department of Sociology at the Faculty
of Philosophy, South-West University ,,Neofit Rilski*“ on September 16, 2026, and
was subsequently referred for public defense by the Faculty Council of the Faculty of
Philosophy. Based on the submitted documentation, there are full grounds to conclude
that the procedure for announcing the defense has been carried out in complete
compliance with the ,,Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic

of Bulgaria®“, the ,,Regulations for the Application of the Act on the Development of



the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria®, the ,,Higher Education Act*, as well
as the current ,,Ordinance on the Development of the Academic Staff at South-West
University ,,Neofit Rilski“. The subsequent course of the procedure fully complies
with the requirements of the cited regulatory acts.
The problem addressed in the dissertation is relevant from both a scientific and
a scientific-applied perspective. The specific tasks developed within the research are
appropriate to the stated objective and have been successfully addressed.
The chosen research methodology—a balanced combination of quantitative and
qualitative methods—enables the achievement of the stated objective and provides
an adequate response to the questions explored in the dissertation. The empirical
sociological data were collected over a sufficient period to track the processes and
phenomena under investigation. The doctoral candidate has utilized the available
academic literature in a correct and critical manner.

Yana Fileva has developed her doctoral thesis in accordance with the academic
standards adopted within the field of sociology in Bulgaria. The structural logic of
the dissertation is strictly aligned with the stated objective and the specific tasks that
needed to be addressed. The doctoral candidate introduces the key areas of the study
in a consistent and analytical manner. Throughout the text, there is a clear
commitment to defining terminology precisely and ensuring its consistent,
unambiguous usage. This is achieved through a detailed presentation of the evolution
of theoretical models and analytical concepts regarding the Bulgarian New Age
movement, drawing on the work of both Western sociologists and Bulgarian
scholars.

The very choice of the dissertation topic constitutes a contribution in itself—a
point for which | commend both the academic supervisor and the doctoral candidate.

The work offers contributions in the realms of theory, methodology, and practical



application, as outlined in the abstract (summary). | accept the contributions
highlighted by Yana Fileva.

The doctoral candidate presents three articles related to the subject matter
developed in the dissertation. All of these are original works by the author. The
abstract (summary of the dissertation) meets the requirements of the relevant
regulations in terms of both content and quality. It accurately reflects the main results
achieved in the dissertation.

The dissertation contains scientific, scientific-applied, and applied results that
constitute an original contribution to the field and satisfy all requirements of the ,,Act
on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria®, the
,Regulations for its Implementation®, and the corresponding regulations of the
South-West University ,,Neofit Rilski®.

The dissertation demonstrates that the doctoral candidate, Yana Fileva,
possesses in-depth theoretical knowledge and professional skills in the scientific field
of Sociology, while also exhibiting the qualities and abilities required to conduct
independent scientific research.

In light of the above, I confidently provide a positive assessment of the research
titled ,,Social Change According to the Bulgarian New Age* and recommend that the
esteemed Scientific Jury confer the educational and scientific degree of ,,Doctor* to
Yana Georgieva Fileva, within the field of higher education: 3. Social, Economic,
and Legal Sciences; professional field: 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology, and Cultural

Studies; doctoral program: ,,Sociology*.

October 31, 2026 Prof. Margarita Karamihova, D.Sc.
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