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B o00sBeHuss koHKypc 3a mpodecop KOHKpPETHO Mo MeauimHcka
ncuxojiorust (HeBporcuxosorus) € mpeAcTaBeH M ydacTBa €IUH KaHAWJIaT,
KOMUTO € ¥ JOIEHT II0 IIOCOYEHOTO HAay4yHO HampapieHue. [{smocTHoTO
npodecronanHo pas3BuTHe Ha joil. lBaHka AceHoBa s oudepTaBa KaTro €IUH
3a1bJI00YEH, IIEJICHACOUYEH U TTOCBETEH Ha MPOOJIEMUTE U3CIE0BATEN, YUEH ChC
CEepHO3HA 3asBKa MO OTHOIIEHWE Ha PAa3rpbIIAHETO Ha MPWIOKHUTE ACIEKTH,
CBBP3aHU C HEBPOIICUXOJIOTUATA U Hali-Beue C MPOOJIEMUTE HA Pa3BUTHUETO HA
Jenara M TMOApacTBAlIUTE, € MpoOJeMUTEe Ha Jerara CbhC cheuupuyHu

oOpazoBarerHu MOTPEOHOCTH.

OT mnpencTaBeHUTE JOKYMEHTH 32 NPEMUHAIUTE €Tanyd Ha OOydeHHe
IpaBM CEpUO3HO BIEUATIEHHE HE caMmMo YycToWuyuBata mpodecuoHaIHa
HAaCOYEHOCT HAa KaHAUAATKATA, HO U OTJIMYHOTO U MPEJACTAaBSHE B PAMKHUTE Ha

camutTe oOy4eHHusl.

Karo 10 IpeacTtaBeHaTa HaydHa IHIPOAYKIMA, KaAKTO WM KOHKPCTHHUTC
IIPHUIIOKHHU ACIICKTH Ha  pcajiu3upaHara HN3CJICA0BATCIICKA pa60Ta €

OpUCHTHpPAaHAa KbM pCulla aKTyaJIHH HpO6JI€MI/I U TAXHOTO IIPCOAOJIIBAHC B



X04Ja Ha ACTCKOTO PAa3BHUTHUC U IIO-KOHKPCTHO HAa I'CHC3MCA HA HAPYHICHHATA Ha

Pa3BUTHETO.

XabunmuranmoHHUAT Tpyn ,,Brain Lateralization and developmental
disorders” Ha aHTTIMIICKH €3WK, OTIIEYaTaHA B MPECTHKHO M3/IATEIICTBO € CIUH
CHUHTE3 Ha JbJIFOTOJIMIIIHUTE IPOYYBaHUs Ha 101 ACEHOBA, KOUTO ca
MIOCBETEHM Ha H3y4YaBAHETO Ha Bpb3KaTa MEXIYy aTUIUYHATAa LepeOpaiHa
JaTepuiIM3alysl U pa3BUTHIIHATA HEBPOMNATOJIOTHATA, KaTO 0A30B €JIEMEHT TYK €
HaJM4YMETO Ha €3MKOBO HapyueHue. Pesynrarure OT NOpoydBaHUATA
MOTBBPKAABAT (HOPMYJIMpPAHATA XMIOTE3a, & UMEHHO NPEIBHI XETEPOTrCHHHUS
XapakTep HAa HEBPOPA3BUTHUIHUTE HAPYILIEHHs, TO T€ IPEACTABISIBAT HOB
acmekT 3a NpOy4YBAaHE Ha MAaTOreHe3aTa Ha HapylIeHUsATa B pa3BUTHETO. B
U3CIIeJOBATENICKaTa YacT Ha IIPEICTABEHUS TPy, B KadeCTBOTO CHU Ha HOBa
U3CIIEI0BATENICKA CTPATETUs € M3MOJA3BAaHETO HA €IMH U CBhII U3CJIEN0BATEICKH
MHCTPYMEHTApPUYM B TMPOYYBAHETO Ha (PYHKIMOHAIHUTE XEMHC(PEPHH
aCUMETpUU MpU CyOTHNOBETE Ha Te3U HapyuieHus. CMmsTaM, 4e JBETE OCHOBHU
MPEANOJIOKEHN, a UMEHHO Y€ MbPBO —BEPOSATHO BCAKO €3MKOBO, PEUYEBO U
CBBP3aHO C OTPaMOTSIBAHETO HAPYIICHHE HA PAa3BUTHUETO ChABP)KAa MOJTHIIL, 32
KONTO arunuyHata IepedpaiHa Jarepajiv3alys € MPUUYMHHO CBBbp3aHa C
MOsiBaTa U MEPCUCTUPAHETO HA PA3CTPOMCTBOTO M BTOPO, Y€ BCAKO HAPYIICHHE
Ha pPa3BUTHETO, KOETO HE € €3MKOBO II0 MPUPOJA, ChAbpP)KAa MNOArpyna c
KOMOPOUTHO €3MKOBO HapyIIEHHE, KOETO MOXKE J]a € MPUYMHEHO OT aTUIIMYHATa
uepeOpaniHa  jatepanusauus.  [lpenBuja — mpuiiokeHWe  HOB  MOJAXOL,
MHTEPIPETATUBHUTE MPEANOI0KEHHE U XUTOTETUYHHU MOJIENHN 32 O0sICHEHHE Ha
HAO0JII0/IaBaHUTE OTKIIOHEHUS B XeMHC(HEPHUTE ACUMETPUU NPHU BCEKU CyOTHUII
Ha U3CJIeIBAHUTE HAPYIICHUs HAa PA3BUTHUETO MPOBOKUPAT OBJEHIN IPOYyYBaHUS,

KaKTO U IICPCIICKTUBHU HACOKH 3d U3CJICAOBATCICKU ThPCCHUA.

Nutepecna u  3ampiaboueHa  myOnukamuss € MoHorpadwusra

,»HEBPOIICUXOJOTUSI” , KOSITO CHopen Aoll. ACeHoBa ,, MpPEACTaBeHaTa B Hed



uHboOpMalMsd M YHUPHUIMPAHO CTPYKTypupaHe’ U3MbIHSABA (PyHKIHUATA Ha
yueOHUK 3a cTyaeHTuTe. To3u MoHOTpaduyeH TPy MpPEeACTaBs aBTOpKaTa KaTto
eIMH 3aIBJIOOYEH CHCTEMATH3aTOp HAa YCTAHOBEHHUTE 10 MOMEHTa €MIHPUYHU
3HAaHUA, KaKTO M Hal-HOBU TOCTMXKEHHs B o0OJacTra Ha HEBpPOHAyKarta,
KOTHUTHBHATA HEBpOHayKa, KJIMHAYHATA HEBPOTICUXOJIOT S u
HEBPOIICUXOJIOTHS, 32 BUCIIUTE MCUXUYHU (YHKIMA U HEBPOICHXOJIOTUYHU
HapymieHus. QPOKyc Ha CBhIBPKAHHUETO Ca OCHOBHHUTE BHUCIIM TCUXUYHU
(YHKIMU ¥ TEXHUTE HEBPOICHXOJOTMYHH HAPYIICHHS, a MMEHHO THO3HMC U
arHo3uM, MPAKCUC U allpPaKCHs, €3WK, ped U adasusi, maMeT aMHe3Usl, BHUMaHNe
¥ HErOBUTE HAPYIICHMsS, HAPYIICHUS Ha YETEHETO W MHUCAHETO, HapyIICHUS Ha

CMATAHCTO U 06pa60TKaTa Ha 49ucia.

B kauecTBOTO cH Ha yUeOHUK € IPEACTaBeH U TPYAbT ,,lIcuxomnaronorus”,
KONTO oOxBamia oOIiara M KJIMHUYHATa rcuxomnarosorus. Tyk aBTopkara ce
crupa Ipeiyd BCUYKO Ha MPEACTABIHETO HA ChbBPEMEHHUTE KIIMHUYHU OMUCAHUS
Ha MCUXWYHUTE HApYLICHMsI KaTo LsjIaTa UH(pOpMaLMsl € aKTyalu3upaHa Crope
MOCIIEAHUTE MPOMEHU B OQUIMAIHUSA AWarHocTHdeH HapbyHUK DSM-5 u e
WIKOCTPUPAHA CbhC ClIy4au OT KJIMHWYHATA NPAKTUKA. B TO3M KOHTEKCT riiaBa
I'bpBa BBBEXJA B HAYYHUS CTAaTyT Ha ChbBPEMEHHATA IICUXOIATOJIOTHs, a IJ1aBa
BTOpa TpeacTaBs KiacuPUIMpaHeTo, Ne(UHUPAHETO U OINUCAHUETO Ha

OCHOBHHUTC IICUXOIIATOJIOTHNYHHU CUMIITOMH OT KIIMHUYHATA IIPAKTHUKaA.

KoMeHTapbT U oIleHKaTa Ha TocieIBaniaTa HayqHa IpoayKIUs, OTpa3eHa
B CTAaTMU U JOKJIagH, cieaBa o00ocoOeHM wu3ciemosBareiicku oOnactu. Ilo
OTHOIIICHUE HA MPOyYBaHE Ha JjaTepajv3amusaTa Ha IepeOpanHuTe QYHKIHH B
MHTAKTHHAS MO3BK M TI0-KOHKPETHO €3MKOBaTa JIaTepalih3alius, KaTo ce
OTYUTAT UHAUBUIYATHUTE PA3IUUUS U TEXHU JIETEPMUHAHTU. B TO3M KOHTEKCT
7011. ACEHOBA M3THKBA KYJITYPHUTE OCOOCHOCTH, KOUTO CIIOpE]] Hesl OMXa MOTJIH
Ja UMaT peaulla WHAWBUIYAHU pa3inyus Ha XemuchepHaTa acUMETpHs 3a

IUXoTHU4Ha (POHEMHA MEPLEMIUS B IETCKa Bb3PacCT.



W3y4enu ca u mpoaHanu3upaHu ca u epexTuTe Ha OM- U MYJITHIMHTBH3MA
BBPXY JaTepaln3anusaTa Ha €3UKOBUTE (YHKIIMHA KAaTO CE€ M3THKBA, Y€ KbCHHSIT
Ou-/MyNTHJIMHTBU3BM /, GOpMUpaH B YCIOBHUSHA HA YUWIMIITHO OOy4YECHHUE CIE
7-Marta rogMHa/ € KaTeTOPUYHO CBBP3aH C JisBOoxeMuc(hepHa JOMUHAHTHOCT Ha
OCHOBHHUSI T. €. MalUWHUS €3UK, JIOKATO PAHHUAT OW-/MyITHIHMHTBU3BM /
dbopmupan B yciaoBuaTa Ha (opmaaHo oOydeHHE OT 3-TOJHUIIHA BB3pacT/ €
dakTop, KOWTO MOXE Ja OTKIYM (OpMUpaHETO HA ATUMHYCH MaTEepPH Ha

I[}ICHOXGMI/IC(l)CpHa C3MKOBAa JTOMHWHAHTHOCT.

Cplll0 Ha e3uKOoBaTa JlaTepaau3aiusi ca MOCBETEHU MyOJIUKaIluu, KOUTO
pasriexaar epekra Ha MHTEH3UBHOTO MY3UKAIHO OOy4YeHHE BBPXY Hed IpH
IOHOIITM, KaKTO M e(eKkTa Ha NMpo(EeCHOHATHOTO PAa3BUTHE Upe3 ICICHacOYCHA
JEWHOCT ,,TpeHUpaHe” Ha MaTeMaTHYeCKH M H300pa3UTEIHU CIOCOOHOCTH
BBPXY €3MKOBaTa Jiarepaiu3aius. 1e3u Hay4YHO-TIPWIOKHHU MPOYyUBAHUS UMAT
CBOUTE BOJICIIIM TIPUHOCH 3a OOYYCHHETO Ha TOJPACTBAIIUTE W FOHOIIUTE U
OMpENEeNIeHO CMsTaM, 4Ye TMOJY4YEeHUTE pe3ylaTatd Ou OWio peaHoTo J1a
MPEACTABISIBAT HWHTEpPEC 3a IMpernojaBaTeii B 00JacTTa Ha MaTeMaTHKaTa,
MY3UKAJIHOTO 00y4eHHE U 00yUYEHHETO MO U300pa3UTEIHO U3KYCTBO, METOAMIIH

B T€3UW 00JIACTH.

B nmyGnukanuuTe, oTpassiBaliy Bpb3KaTa MEXIY PBKOCTTa U €3MKOBaTa
JaTepaau3alusl OCHOBHO C€ YCTAHOBSIBA, Y€ ,,JICHCTBANKN Ype3 MEXAHU3MUTE Ha
HEpBHATa IUJJACTUYHOCT, PAHO 3aMOYHAIOTO CHCTEMHO M MPOABJIKABAIIO
pa3BuTHe Ha nepdopmaHca Ha HEMPEANOYUTAHATA PHhKA MPEAU3BUKBA TTPOMSHA
B liepeOpaliHaTa OpraHu3anus Ha MPaKCUCHUA KOHTPOJ M Ha €3UKa, KaTo Cce
M3THhKBa JI0KA3aTEJICTBEHO OCHOBAaHHME 3a BPbB3Ka MEXAY PBKOCT M €3UKOBa

JaTepanuzanus’.

ITo OTHOILICHUC Ha IMPOYYIBAHCTO Ha Jarcpalim3anusiara Ha
IMPOCTPAHCTBCHOTO BHMMAHHUC M TYK OCHOBCH AaKICHT Ha IIPOYydYBAHC Ca

WHAUBUAYAJIHUTC pPa3JIUYIM. B MpEeaACTaBCHUTE HY6J'II/IK8,I_II/II/I CC IIOTBBpIKAaBa,



Yye pa3JMYHA NAaTepHU HA W3I'BJIHCHHE HA 33Ja4aTa ca TUIWYHU 32 JETCKa
BB3paCT U 3a KbCHA IOHOIIECKA W 3psjla Bb3PACT, KAKTO M Ca MOJYYEHH HOBU
JaHHU 3a pa3noJjioBsBallaTa pbKa M CTUMYJIHHUTE  XapaKTEPUCTUKH/
Pa3IojIoKEeHNEe Ha TUHUUTE B Cpefia, BISBO WJIM BISCHO HA JINCTA/ U TIOBJIASBAT
CBIIECTBECHO MAaTepHa HA U3NBJIHEHUE Ha 3aja4aTta. [[pUHOCHM KOHCTaTaluu ca
YCTAHOBSIBAHETO, Y€ Bpb3KATa € HE3aBHCHMMa OT MOJIa MEXKIYy MaTepHa Ha
M3MBJIHEHWE Ha 3aj7adarta/ KaTo OTpa3sBaill CcTaTyca Ha XEMHC(HEpHHTE
aCHMETPHUH 3a MPOCTPAHCTBEHOTO BHUMaHUE/ M aKaJIeMUYHATa yCTIIEBAEMOCT BbHB
Bb3pactra 10-11 r. Chi10 Taka B MPEACTABUTEIIHO U3CIEBAHE 34 ITBPBU IBT €
u3cieaBaH e(eKThT, KOWTO NpoMsHATa Ha NUIIENaTa pPbKa OKa3Ba BBPXY

BpBb3KaTa ,,pbKOCT-JIaTCpaIN3alnsd Ha 3PUTCIHOTO ITPOCTPAHCTBCHO BHUMaHUE .

Jpyr akTyalieH U3CJIeI0BATENICKH aKIEHT B MpOy4YBaTelHaTa ACHHOCT Ha
no11. 1IB. AceHoBa € Bpb3KaTa MEXIY PbKOCTTA U IMYHOCTTA HA YyoBeKa. 1 Tyk B
pPaMKUTE Ha MPOCTPAHCTBEHO MPOYUYBaHE, KOETO MPAaBU MOJTYUYEHUTE PE3yJITATH
JOCTaThYHO YOENUTETHU IO OTHOIIEHHWE Ha TMpoy4yBaHEe Ha €(PEKTHT Ha
pa3IMUHUTE M3MEPEHUsT W Kilacu(pUKallMM Ha PBKOCTTA BBPXY Bpb3KaTa
»PBKOCT- ekcTpaBepcus”. ChIleCTBEH MIPUHOC HA U3CJIEBAHETO € OUEPTABAHETO
Ha MojieJla Ha PBKOCTTA, KOMTO € Oa3upaH Ha TpUKIAcHATa Kiacuduxaius/
JIECHO-, JIEBOPBHKOCT U CMECEHA PBKOCT/ U CAMOOIICHSIBAHETO C BHIIPOCHUK KaTO
HaW-4yBCTBUTEIICH KbM pa3IMUMATa B EKCTPaBEPCHSTAa MEXIYy TPYIUTE C
paszinyHa pHKOCT. JlaHHUTE TyK MOJAKPENAT Te3aTa, ue U JABETE MPOMEHJIMBU Ha
PBKOCTTa / MOCOKAa M CTENEH/ ca BaXHU M TpsOBa na ObAAT OTUUTAHU TPH

MPOYYBAHETO HA MPOOJIEMHUTE , CBBP3aHU C IepedpasiHaTa JaTepaanu3aims.

OtHocHO KOHKPCTHUTC TIPUJIOKHHW HACOKH, OTpasdBalid HAYYHUTC
MMOCTHIKCHHA W IMPOYUYBAHHUA Ha JOII. HMBanka ACGHOBa, OTHaCAIIM CC A0
I/I3pa6OTBaHCTO Ha TOYHA CpPAaBHUTCIHA CTAaTHCTHUKA 3a Ppa3lpPOCTPpaHCHUETO Ha
KOMYHUKATUBHHUTC HAPYHICHHA KATO YCJIIOBHA 3a IMpaBUJIHATA OpraHMU3alusaA Ha

TCpallCBTUYHATA IMMOMOII Ca JaHHUTC OT IMPOBCACHUTC MaHla6HI/I IMpOy4YBaHUA Ha



CIIMACMHOJIOIUATA HA KOMYHUKATUBHUTC HAPYIICHUS IIPU JI€ATa U BPb3KaATa "

¢ (akTopu Ha OKOJIHATA CpeJa KaTo IISLIO.

B T1pynmoBere cu mom. AceHOBa pasmiexia M cnenudukata Ha
IICUXOJIOTUATa Ha POJUTENIMTE W CEMEWCcTBaTa Ha Jella C HapylleHHe Ha
paszsutuero. KoHcTarupa ce, ye BUABT YUWIMILE IpU OOydYeHHE Ha Jeua ¢
Pa3CTPONCTBO OT AYyTUCTHUYHUS CHEKTHP € (paKTOp OT CHIIECTBEHO 3HAUCHUE 3a
IpOsiBa HA HUBOTO Ha TPEBOKHOCT M HA JIBAaMaTa POJUTENIN KaTO POAUTEIUTE Ha
Jenara, KOMTo ce o0ydaBaT B MacOBO YUYWIMILE IO Iporpama 3a BKJIFOYBAILO
oOydeHue ca MO-TPEBOKHU OT POAMTEIUTE, YUUTO Jela C Pa3CTPOIMCTBO OT
aAyTUCTUYHHUS CHEKTHp ce 00ydaBaT B crienuaiHo yuuiuiie. C 0coOeH NpuHoC €
J0Ka3aTEJICTBOTO, Y€ OTIVIEKIAHETO HA JIeT€ C HAPYLIEHUE HA Pa3BUTUETO €
(akTop, KOWTO NIPOMEHS B3aUMOOTHOLUEHUSATA ,,pOAUTEN-AETE”, KaTo IO-
CBILECTBEHU Ca MPOMEHUTE BbB B3aUMOOTHOIICHHUATA ,,0a11a-1€Te”, OTKOJIKOTO

B3aMMOOTHOIIICHUSTA ,,MalKa-JIeTe’ .

B Hsakonko mnyONMKyBaHM MaTepUalid C€ H3ThKBA IMOBUIIIABAHETO Ha
e(eKTUBHOCTTA Ha TepamusTa Ha HapylleHue Ha pPa3BUTHETO KaTo
EKCIICPUMEHTAJIHO C€ JI0OKa3Ba TOJIOKHUTEITHUAT €(EKT OT IPHIOKCHHETO Ha
EDU-Link cuctemara 3a pa3BUTHETO Ha €3MKOBAaTa KOMIICTCHTHOCT IIPH JCIa C

nucdasus Ha pa3BUTHUETO.

Oco0eHo 11eHHO B pa3paboTKUTE Ha J0o1l. MIBaHka ACEHOBa € U3y4aBaHETO
Ha Te3W M3KIIOYUTEIIHO BAXXKHU U TNPOOJEeMaTHYHU O0JIaCTH B JAETCKOTO
pa3BUTHE, KOETO TSI CBBP3Ba U ThPCU BPBh3Ka C TAKMBA JTUYHOCTOBU (PEHOMEHH U
IICUXUYHU CBCTOSHUS KaTO TPEBOKHOCT. TakaBa BakHa W3CIEOBATEICKA
HacoKa € IIPOy4YBAaHETO Ha Bpb3KaTa HAa TPEBOKHOCTTA C aKaJeMUYHaTa
yCHEeBAEMOCT U MPO(ECHOHATHOTO OPUEHTUPAHE HA IOHOLIUTE. Y CTAHOBSIBA CE
yBeJIMUaBaHE Ha pa3lpOCTPAaHEHUETO HA HEBPOTUYHA cCMMMTOMAaTHKa cpen 3-14
TOJMIIHUTE U HA 3aBHILIEHA U BUCOKA TPEBOKHOCT cpell 8-12 roqumHuTe U Hall-

Beue cpea 15-17 roaumnauTe.



CbC CBIIECTBEH COLMAJICH M TMPHIOXKEH acleKkT € MyOiauKanusTa,
MpescTaBsla pe3yaTaTUTe OT WU3CIeABaHEe Ha JMYHOCTHUSA MPOPUI Ha MailKu-
OCHHOBHTEJKH M OMOJIOTMYHM MalKd, U Ha TexHuTe aena. He ce HalmonaBat

pas3Inuns MEXAY IPYIUTE HA MAUKUTE U TPYIIUTE HA JIeHara.

OO6o00maBaiikl OlleHKaTa CH OT MpeACTaBEeHUTE TPyJoBe Ha jaol. VBaHka
AceHoBa OuWX HWCKajlla Ja W3THbKHA, Y€ HAaydHATa MPOIYKIIHS BIEYATIISABA C
TEeMaTHKaTa Ha W3CleloBaTelCcKaTa M JeHMHOCT, Oe3crmopHaTa MpenoiaBaTesicka
pyTHHA, aBTOPUTETEH HAaydeH PBHKOBOJUTEN HA JOKTOPAHTU U AUIJIOMAHTH,
0€3CMOpPHUTE HAYKOMETPUYHHU MOKa3aTeNM, KaKTO U UUTHpaHus. Bcuuko ToBa
MU JaBa OOEKTHMBHUTE YCJIOBUSI W MblHA TnpodecroHamHa yOeIeHOCT B
MPUCHKIAHETO Ha akaJeMuyHaTa JUTbKHOCT mpodecop Ha jgou. MBanka
AceHoBa MO  Hay4YHa  CHEIUAIHOCT  ,,MEIUIMHCKA  TCUXOJOTUS/
Heponcuxonorus/, npodecuonanto Hanpasienue 3.2. Ilcuxomorus, 3a KoeTo

1€ IrJacyBaM C IbJIHA yIOBJIETBOPEHOCT U YOEIEHOCT.

05.10.2019
Penensenr:

/mpod. nricH Haranus Anekcanaposa/



South-West University “Neofit Rilski”
REVIEW

of the research output submitted to compete for the awarding of the
academic position "Professor" in the scientific specialty “Medical Psychology” /
Neuropsychology /, Professional field 3.2. Psychology, announced in the SG,
Issue 52 of July 02, 2019

Reviewer: Natalia Hristova Alexandrova — Professor Doctor of

Psychological Sciences, International Higher Business School

Candidate: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ivanka Vasileva Asenova - Lecturer at
South-West University “Neofit Rilski”

In the competition for Professor in Medical psychology (Neuropsychology),
one position was announced and one candidate appeared, being an Associate
Professor in the specified scientific field. The overall professional development
of Assoc. Prof. lvanka Asenova outlines her as a thorough, target- and problem-
oriented researcher, a scientist with a serious attitude towards the development of
applied aspects related to neuropsychology, and especially to the problems of
development of children and adolescents and of children with special educational
needs.

From the submitted documents on the completed training stages is evident
not only the sustainable professional orientation of the candidate, but also her
excellent presentation.

In general, the presented research output and the specific applied aspects of

the accomplished research work are oriented towards a number of topical



problems and their overcoming in the course of childhood development, and in
particular, of the developmental disorders genesis.

The habilitation monograph  “Brain Lateralization and Developmental
Disorders” in English, that was published by a famous publishing house,
represents a synthesis of the many-year research of Asenova on the relationship
between atypical cerebral lateralization and developmental neuropathology, with
a basic element - the language-based learning disabilities. The results of the study
support the formulated hypothesis, namely, in view of the heterogeneous nature
of neurodevelopmental disorders, they represent a new aspect to study the
pathogenesis of developmental disorders. In the research part of the work
presented, her new research strategy uses the same research tools in the study of
functional hemispheric asymmetries in the subtypes of these disorders. | think the
two main assumptions, namely: first, that probably any linguistic, speech, and
literacy-related developmental disorder contains a subtype, for which the atypical
cerebral lateralization is causally related to the onset and persistence of the
disorder, and second, that any developmental disorder, which is not linguistic in
nature, contains a subset of comorbid linguistic impairment that may be caused
by atypical cerebral lateralization. Given the new approach applied, the
interpretative assumptions and hypothetical models for explaining the observed
abnormalities in the hemispheric asymmetries in each subtype of developmental
disorders studied provoke future research, as well as prospective research
directions.

An interesting and in-depth  publication is the monograph
“Neuropsychology”, which, according to the Assoc. Prof. Asenova: “The
information presented therein and the unified structuring” performs the function
of a student textbook. This monographic work presents the author as a thorough
systematist of the empirical knowledge established so far, as well as of the latest

achievements in the field of neuroscience, cognitive neuroscience, clinical
2



neuropsychology and neuropsychology, for higher mental functions and
neuropsychological disorders. The contents focus is on the main higher mental
functions and their neuropsychological disorders, namely gnosis and agnosia,
praxis and apraxia, language, speech and aphasia, amnesia memory, attention and
its disorders, reading and writing disorders, number calculating and processing
disorders.

The work “Psychopathology” is presented as a textbook, covering the
general and clinical psychopathology. Here, the author focuses primarily on the
presentation of current clinical descriptions of psychiatric disorders, with all
information updated according to the recent changes in the official DSM-5
diagnostic manual and illustrated with clinical practice cases. In this context,
Chapter One introduces the scientific status of the contemporary
psychopathology, and Chapter Two introduces the classification, definition and
description of the major psychopathological symptoms existing in the clinical
practice.

The commentary and evaluation of subsequent scientific output, reflected in
articles and reports, follows separate research areas. Concerning the study of
lateralization of cerebral functions in the intact brain, and in particular, language
lateralization, taking into account individual differences and their determinants.
In this context, Assoc. Prof. Asenova underlines the cultural peculiarities that,
according to her, could have a number of individual differences in the
hemispheric asymmetry for dichotic phonemic perception in childhood.

The effects of bi- and multilingualism on the lateralization of language functions
are also studied and analyzed, pointing out that late bi- (multilingualism) formed
in conditions of school education after the age of 7 / is strongly related to the left-
hemispheric dominance of the native language or mother tongue, whereas the

early bi- / multilingualism / formed under the conditions of formal education



from the age of 3/ is a factor that can unlock the formation of an atypical pattern

of the right hemispheric linguistic dominance.

In the language lateralization area, publications are devoted to the effects
of intensive music training on it in adolescents, as well as the effect of
professional development through a targeted activity of “training” mathematical
and visual abilities on the language lateralization. This applied scientific research
have its leading contributions to the teaching of adolescents and teenagers, and |
definitely think that the results obtained would be of interest to teachers in

mathematics, music and fine arts teaching, methodologists in these areas.

In the publications that reflect the link between handedness and language
lateralization it is established that “acting through the mechanisms of nerve
plasticity, the early commenced systematic and continued development of the
performance of the unprivileged hand causes a change in the cerebral
organization of praxis control and language, emphasizing the evidentiary basis

for the relationship between handedness and language lateralization”,

In the study of the lateralization of spatial attention lateralization, the main
focus is also placed on the individual differences. The submitted publications
confirm that different task completion patterns are typical of childhood, late
adolescence and adulthood, as well as new data on the half-arm and stimulus
characteristics /placement of the lines in the medium, left or right of the sheet/
and significantly affect the task completion pattern. Findings contribute to the
establishment that gender is independent on the relationship between the task
completion pattern (reflecting the status of hemispheric asymmetries for spatial
attention) and the academic achievement of the 10-11 olds. The study examines
for the first time the effect, which the change of the writing hand has on the

“handedness- lateralization of visual spatial attention” relationship.



Another present research focus in the research activity of Assoc. Prof.
Asenova is the connection between the handedness and the human personality.
Also here, in the framework of a spatial study, which makes the results obtained
sufficiently convincing in relation to the study of the effect of different
dimensions and classifications of handedness on the “handedness - extraversion”
relationship. The study significantly contributes to outline the handedness model,
which is based on a three-class classification (right, left-handedness and mixed
handedness) and self-assessment with a questionnaire as the most sensitive to the
differences in extraversion between groups with different handedness. Data here
supports the thesis that both handedness variables (direction and grade) are
important and should be taken into account when examining problems related to

cerebral lateralization.

The applied specific directions, reflecting the scientific achievements and
studies of Assoc. Prof. Ivanka Asenova, in the creation of accurate comparative
statistics on the spread of communicative disorders as a prerequisite for the
proper organization of therapeutic assistance, contain data from the large-scale
studies of the epidemiology of communicative disorders in children and its

relationship to environmental factors, in general.

In her works, Assoc. Prof. Asenova also examines the specifics of the
psychology of parents and families of children with developmental disabilities. It
was found that the type of school in the education of children with autism
spectrum disorders is a factor essential for the manifestation of anxiety level by
both parents as parents of children attending mainstream school under an
inclusive education program which is greater that of parents whose children with
autism spectrum disorder are educated in a special school. Particularly

contributing is the evidence that raising a child with developmental disabilities is



a factor that changes “parent-child” relationships, with more significant changes

in the “father-child” relationships than the “mother-child” relationships.

Several publications emphasize the increased effectiveness of
developmental disorders therapy by experimentally proving the positive effect of
the use of the EDU-Link system on the language competence development in

children with developmental dysphasia.

Especially valuable in the works of Assoc. Prof. Ivanka Asenova is the
study of these extremely important and problematic areas in the childhood
development, which she connects and seeks association with such personal
phenomena and mental states as anxiety. Such an important research area is the
study of the relationship between anxiety and academic achievement and
adolescent career guidance. An increase in the prevalence of neurotic symptoms
among 3-14 year olds and elevated and high anxiety among 8-12 year olds and

especially, among 15-17 year olds is established.

An important social and applied aspect is the publication presenting the
results of the study of the personal profile of adoptive mothers and biological
mothers and their children. No differences between mothers' groups and

children's groups are established.

Summarizing my assessment of the works presented by Assoc. Prof.
Ivanka Asenova, | would like to emphasize that the scientific output impresses
with the subject of her research activity, the undisputed teaching routine, the
authoritative scientific leader of PhD students and graduates, the indisputable
scientometric indicators as well as the quotations, which provides me with the
objective grounds and full professional confidence that the academic position

“Professor” should be awarded to lvanka Asenova in the specialty “Medical



Psychology” / Neuropsychology /, Professional Direction 3.2. Psychology, for

which I will vote with complete satisfaction and confidence.

05.10.2019 Reviewer:
/ Prof. DSc Natalia Alexandrova/



