










South-West University „Neofit Rilski“ 

 

ASSESSMENT STATEMENT 

 

From Prof. DSc Georgi Stoyanov Karastoyanov, professional direction 3.2. 

Psychology, Military Academy „G.S. Rakovski“, member of the scientific jury 

in a competition for occupying the academic position PROFESSOR, announced 

by South-West University “Neofit Rilski” in State Gazette #52/02.07.2019 

 

Regarding: the scientific, scientifically-applied and professional-academic 

activity and research output, presented by the participants in the competition. 

 

 

The review was prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Law for 

Academic Staff Development of the Republic of Bulgaria (LASDRB), the Rules 

for the implementation of the LASDRB and the Internal Rules for Development 

of the Academic Staff at South-West University “Neofit Ritski” and was 

entrusted with a decision of the members of the scientific jury to conduct the 

procedure – Protocol No. 1/09.09.2019. 

I declare that I am not a related party of the candidate participating in the 

competition for professorship as per the meaning of § 1, item 5 of the 

Supplementary Provisions of the LASDRB, and that I have no private interest 

that could affect the impartial and objective performance of my duties as a jury 

member in this competition. 

    

I. Summary data on the applicant's research output and activities   

Associate professor Dr. Ivanka Vasileva Asenova is the only candidate for the 

position in the announced competition. I believe that the formal requirements for 

occupying the academic position "Professor", as defined in Art. 29 of the Law 

for Academic Staff Development of the Republic of Bulgaria have been 



followed. The Candidate has a Ph.D. degree and has held the academic position 

of Associate Professor for more than two years. The habilitation work presented 

meets the legal requirements for a monograph and does not repeat the works 

submitted during the procedures for obtaining the educational and scientific 

degree “Doctor” and for acquiring the academic position of "Associate 

Professor" (Asenova, I. V. (2018). Brain lateralization and developmental 

disorders: A new approach to unified research. London and New York: 

Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group. (pp. 180).  It should be noted that the text 

was published in one of the most prestigious scientific literature publishers in 

the field of social sciences, thus the candidate's book has become available to the 

worldwide scientific community. In order to participate in the competition, 

another (1) monograph, one (1) textbook and nine (9) articles and reports were 

published, referenced and indexed in world-renowned scientific information 

databases, fifty-six (56) articles and papers were published in non-refereed peer-

reviewed journals or in edited collective volumes and one (1) study was 

published in an edited collective volume. A total of sixty-nine scientific papers 

have been submitted, which were published after obtaining a doctoral degree 

and acquiring the academic title of Associate Professor and they do not repeat 

the works that have participated in these two procedures.  

The research output of the applicant significantly exceeds the minimum 

state requirements set out in the LASDRB and the Rules for its implementation. 

I have not encountered any plagiarism in the submitted scientific papers and I 

am not aware of the existence of any legally confirmed plagiarism in the 

candidate's scientific papers. 

Assoc. Prof. Asenova has an impressive academic experience. She has 22 

years of teaching experience at SWU "Neofit Rilski", and has also taught at New 

Bulgarian University and Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski". 

She teaches 7 courses in bachelor level programs and 15 courses in master level 

programs, 7 of which are in taught in English. She has passed through all levels 

of the academic career path. She is well-respected among her students and 



colleagues in all academic units. Between 2009 and 2018 she has been the 

academic adviser of 73 diploma works in Bulgarian language for undergraduate 

and master degree students and 37 diploma works in English language for 

master degree foreign students in Psychology and Special Pedagogy. She has 

been a research supervisor and reviewer of candidates for habilitation, doctoral 

students and graduate students. 

 

II. Evaluation of the scientific and practical results and contributions of the 

personal research output submitted for participation in the competition  

The scientific papers proposed by the only candidate Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ivanka 

Asenova reflect the thematic direction of the competition - professional field 

3.2. Psychology (Medical Psychology (Neuropsychology)) and may be accepted 

for assessment. Due to the rich and diverse content of the candidate's overall 

research, a number of significant contributions of scientific and practical nature 

can be identified in several problem areas - brain lateralization and 

developmental disorders, lateralization of cerebral functions in the intact brain 

(with emphasis on language lateralization, lateralization of spatial attention, 

hand - ability - personality), neuropsychological aspects of acquired disorders of 

cognitive function, developmental disorders and personality psychology. 

Undoubtedly, the most significant scientific contributions that are clearly stated 

to the worldwide scientific community in the field are within the scope of the 

habilitation work of the candidate "Brain lateralization and developmental 

disorders", in which the author has the courage to examine the discussion 

problem about the role of atypical lateralization in the genesis of developmental 

disorders. The monograph provides an in-depth systematic review of existing 

literature. Based on this and in combination with its own original research, it 

also proposes and presents arguments for a new approach to the study of the 

problem, presenting empirical evidence. I highly value the textbook 

“Psychopathology” for non-medical students (it is especially useful for 

psychology students) as it is well-organized and adapted to students' preliminary 



preparation needs and provides an opportunity to understand and absorb 

sufficient knowledge in general and clinical psychopathology. 

 

III. Critical notes and recommendations 

I have no critical notes or recommendations. 

 

IV. Conclusion  

The documents and materials presented by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ivanka Vassileva 

Asenova fully comply with the requirements of the Law for Academic Staff 

Development of the Republic of Bulgaria (LASDRB), the Rules for the 

implementation of the LASDRB and the Internal Rules for Development of the 

Academic Staff at South-West University “Neofit Rilski”. The candidate has 

submitted a sufficient and quite a significant number of scientific papers which 

have been published after she has acquired the academic position of Associate 

Professor. There are many innovative scientific and applied contributions in the 

works of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ivanka Asenova that have received national and 

international acclaim. Part of the works presented have practical relevance and 

are directly related to academic work. The applicant's scientific and teaching 

qualifications are beyond doubt. The results achieved by the applicant in her 

academic and scientific research activities exceed the standards of the academic 

community. 

After getting acquainted with the materials and scientific works presented 

in the competition, an analysis of their importance and their scientific, 

scientifically-applied and practically applied contributions, I consider it 

appropriate to give my positive assessment and confident recommendation to the 

Scientific Jury to prepare a report-proposal to the Faculty Board for the selection 

of Ivanka Vassileva Asenova at the Academic Position "Professor" at South-

West University "Neofit Rilski" in professional direction 3.2. Psychology 

(Medical Psychology (Neuropsychology)).   

 



I, the undersigned Prof. DSc Georgi Karastoyanov, declare that I fulfill 

the minimum state requirements for occupying the academic position of 

"Professor". 

 

September 14, 2019       Member of the Jury:  

          /Prof. D Sc G. Karastoyanov/ 

   


