FOrozananen yausepcuret ,,Heodur Puncku”

CTAHOBMUIIE

Ot npod. n1-p PYMAHA BOXXMMHOBA

I/IHCTI/ITYT 3a U3CJICIBAaHC HAa HACCIICHHUCTO 1M YOBCKA - BAH

CraHOoBHILIETO € YacT OT Mpolleaypara Ha KOHKypca 3a mpodecop 1o
HayyHa crenuanHocT ,MenuuuHcka mncuxosorusa”  (Hespomcuxonorus),
npodecruonanno Hanpasienue 3.2. Ilcuxonorus, o0sBeH B IOroszanaaen
yHuBepcuteT ,,Heobutr Puicku* — bnaroesrpan, ®unocodcku dakymnTer,

Karenpa ,,IIcuxonorus®, JIB 6p. 52 ot 2.07. 20019 1.

B ropenocodeHus KOHKypC ydacTBa €IWH KaHAMAAT — JAOW. A-pP IO
ncuxoJioruss UBanka BacuneBa AcenoBa. T4 e nmoixyuyuna obpasoBareiiHaTa U
Hay4yHa cTeneH ,,JJoKkTop™ mpe3 1999 r. ¢ aucepraumoHeH Tpyd Ha Tema
,JJ3cnenBane Ha xemucdepHara creudanu3alus 3a JAUXOTHYHA (POHEMHA
nepueniuss Opu pa3dyHu TUMNOBE 3aekBaHe”, 3amurteHa npu BITN/IO3Y
,Heoput Puncku‘ brnaroesrpan.

NBanka AcenoBa 3aema jrbxkHoctTa Jo1eHT B FO3Y “Heodut Puncku®,
brnaroesrpag mo HayuHa cnenuaiHocT MeauuuHcka ncuxosorusi ot 2006
roguHa. Ts peanusupa mnpemnojaBareickaTa cU JEHHOCT B 0OakalaBbpCKUTE
nporpamu  Ha crnenuanHocture Ilcuxonorus, Jloronmemus, Crneunanna
nexaroruka, [lyOonnuna agmunuctpanus, Kunesurepanust cbc /7 OTIETHH Kypca
U B MaruCThPCKUTE MPOrpamMu MO KpPUMHHAJIHA TICUXOJIOTHUS, TCUXOJIOTHS Ha
YIOPABJICHUETO, (PUIIoCOPUS U MCUXO0aHANIK3a, CIIEHUATHA ICUXO0JIOTHSI, BPB3KHU C
OOIIECTBEHOCTTa, JIOTONEIUYEeH MEHU/DKMBHT, KIMHHYHA Jjoromeaus ¢ 15

JekiuoHHu Kypca. Jloi. AceHoBa e xoHopoBaH mpenogaBaren B HBY, Codus



npe3 2013-2016 rommna B Maructbpcka mnporpama Mo JIOTONEaus C JiBa
JIEKIIMOHHU Kypca.

[ToguepTaHo cepro3HaTa MpeEnoAaBaTesiCka aHraKUPAHOCT HAa KaHAHWAATa
€ CBIPOBOJCHA M C PBKOBOACTBO HA JUIUIOMAHTH WU JOKTOPAaHTH, Hay4dHa
penaxkuus, peleH3upaHe Ha HAyYHU U3JaHus U Jp.

Jlon. AceHoBa y4yacTBa B OCEM MPOEKTH — 2 MEKIYHApOJIHU U 6 C
YHUBEPCUTETCKO (HUHAHCHUpaHE, Ha JBa OT KOUTO TSI € PHKOBOJUTEIL
EnHoBpeMeHHO ¢ TOBa € eKCIepT-00y4YuTeN B JIBa HAIMOHAIHU 00pa30oBaTEIHU
MPOEKTA U aKaJEMUYEH HACTABHUK B MPOEKT ,,CTyIEHTCKH MPAKTUKH .

Kangunatkara e npencraBuia 3a pelieH3upane 69 HaydHU MyOIUKAIUU.
Te BrirouBaT 2 MoHorpaduu, 1 yHUBEpCUTETCKU YUEOHUK, 9 cTaTUU U TOKIIAIH,
nyOJIMKyBaHU B pedepupaHyd U MHIACKCUPAHU HAYYHU M3JIaHUs U ST CTaTHH,
CTYIMU W JOKJaAH, MyOJMKYyBaHM B HepedepupaHu CHUCAHUA C HAYYHO
pelLeH3upaHe WIN B PEAAKTUPAHU KOJEKTUBHU TOMOBE. CamMocCTOSTENHH ca 25
OT MPUJIOKEHUTE MyOnuKamnuu, 44 ca B CbaBTOPCTBO, Kato mpu 31 OT TAX J01I.
AceHoBa e mBpBU aBTOp, 13 OT MyOJIMKAaMUTE Ca HAa AHTJIUHCKA €3UK
(BKJITFOUMTENTHO XaOmmuTamoHHus TpyA). Te ca oTpazenu B 83 mutupanus — 69
B MOHOTpauu U KOJEKTUBHU TOMOBE C Hay4HO pelieH3upaHe, § B pedepupanu
U WHACKCUPAHW HAay4YHW W3JaHus U 6 B HepedepupaHu CIHUCAHUS C HAYYHO
peLeH3upaHe.

[IpencraBeHuTe HaydyHU  TPYNOBE  OINPEIEICHO  XapaKTepU3UpaT
KaHAUAaTa KaTo OpUTHHAJIEH U3CJIeI0BATEN U KOMIIETEHTEH YUY€H, C IUPOK KPbT
WHTEpPECH U 3HAuMTeNleH o0eM HaydHa MpoayKuus. TemaTMuHaTta OpUEHTALUS
Ha MyOJIMKaIMUTe Ha J0I. ACEHOBa MOKa3Ba SICHO M35BEHA MOCJIEI0BATEITHOCT U
LEJICHACOYEHOCT B M3CJIEI0BATEIICKUTE ThpceHusa. Hanuiie e chiio oOBbp3aHOCT
Ha HAyYHHUSI C PUIIOKHUS XapaKTep Ha pa3pabOTBaHUTE TEMH, aMOULIMsITA /1A Ce

OTTOBOPHM Ha AaKTyaJIHW 3ada HAyKaTa MW COHOHAJIHATA IIPAKTHUKA HpO6HeMI/I.



He3aBucuMo oT pa3zHooOpa3ueTo Ha H3CIeIBaHUATa, TEMAaTHYHO TPYAOBETE
MOTaT Jja C€ pa3npeesaT B HAKOJIKO 00JacTH:

Mo3vunama namepanuzauyua u HAPYUWIEHUAMA HA pPA36UMUEMO €
BOJICIIA HAYYHO M3CJEN0BATENCKA MpOOJIEeMAaTHKAa B TBOPYECTBOTO Ha JOII.
AceHoBa, mpeincraBeHa B 16 or TpymoBere M. MoHorpadusta ,,Brain
Lateralization and developmental disorder (2018) 3aema 1ieHTpasHO MSICTO B
KOHKpETHaTa 00JIacT M B IJIOCTHATA Hay4yHaTa JIEWHOCT Ha KaHIUJaTKaTa U B
Hall-royisiMa CTENeH IpencTaBs kayecTBaTa M. ChlecTBEH MPUHOC Ha paboTaTa
ca: 1) CucremaTuzupaHeTo Ha 3HAYUMUTE OTKPUTHUSA, OTHACAIIM CE JI0
B3aMMOBpB3KAaTa MEXKAY aTUMUYHATA IlepedpaiHa Jarepaiv3alus U Hau-
CpEIllaHUTEe HApYIICHUS Ha Pa3BUTHETO (3a€KBaHE, JUCIICKCHSI, HHTEICKTyalHa
HEJIOCTAaThYHOCT U PAa3CTPOMCTBO OT ayTUCTUYEH XapakTep), 2) OpUruHaIHUTE
U3CIIEIOBATENICKU PE3YyJITaTH B KOHKpETHATa MpoOsieMHa 00J1acT, IPeAnocTaBKa
3a HOBM HHTEpIpETalM Ha 3HAaYMMOCTTa Ha LepeOpasHaTa JaTepanu3alus
OTHOCHO pEIulla pPa3BUTHMHU €3WKOBH M HE €3WKOBH HApYIICHHS, 3)
[Ipunoxenata MHOBAaTWBHA CTpATErvs Ha W3CJIEIBAHE — IOCIEHOBATEIHOCT B
NpWIaraHuss WHCTPYMEHTapUyM B peaju3upaHaTa Nopeauiara IpOoy4BaHUS.
O600u1eHO MOHOTpaUUHUAT TPYH, U APYTH MyOJIMKYBaHU U3CJIEABAaHUS B
OoCOYEHaTa 00JIaCT ce OTIMYABAT C TEOPETHUEH, EMIIMPUYEH U METOJOJOTUYEH
PUHOC.

Jlamepanuzayua na yepedopainume QyHKyuu 6 UHMAKMHUA MO3BK €
CBHIIO LIMPOKO 3aCThIIEHA OT /101 ACeHOBa MpobJieMHa 00JacT ¢ TP OCHOBHH
uszcinenoBarenicku  (Qokyca: 1. Esuxoea namepanuzayus — uHOUBUOVATHU
pazuuus U mexumume oOemepmMuHaHmu, OTpa3eHu B oceMm nyOnukanuu. C
nojuepTaHa MPWIOKHA 3HAYMMOCT Ca YCTAaHOBEHUTE 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH BbHB
BIUSIHUETO Ha: 1) eTuHMYeckatTa M KyJTypHa NPUHAIISKHOCT, 2)
OW/MyNTUIUHTBU3MA, 3) MY3UKaIHOTO OOydeHHe, eeKTa Ha ABIATOCPOYHOTO

TPEHUpPAHE HA MAaTEMAaTUYECKH U U300pa3uTEIHU CIOCOOHOCTH, 4) HA PHKOCTTA,



2. Jlamepanuszayus Ha NpoCMPAHCMBEHOMO BHUMAHUE — UHOUBUOVAIHU
paznuyus u mexuume oemepMuHaHmy € TeéMa, YUeTO MPOYUYBaHE € OTPa3eHO B
ceZieM OT MPUJIOKEHUTE MmyOauKaruu. Te npeacTaBsaT ChIIECTBEHU Bh3PACTOBH
U TIOJIOBU pa3/Inyusi, KOHKpETHU3WpaT edekra Ha PBKOCTTA, HA CHUCTEMHOTO
My3UKagHO oOydeHue, Ha MpOMsHATa Ha MHIIeniara pbka, 3. Pwvkocm —
cnocobnocm — JauyHocm € TIOJ00JIacT CbhCc ceneM myOnukaruu. HHTepec
MIPE/ICTaBIISIBA YCTAHOBEHATA IO-TOJSIMA YECTOTa HA JIMYHOCTHA TPEBOXKHOCT
Cpea JICBOPBKUTE WHIWBHIM, KAaKTO M TO-T00POTO pa3BUTHE HA CIIOPTHUTE U
MY3UKaJHUTE UM CIIOCOOHOCTH. B 3akiodeHue TpyaoBeTe W B TPUTE IO
00JIaCTH JIOIIBIBAT HAJIWYHHUTE IO3HAHWS, HO T€ CE€ OTJIMYaBAaT OCHOBHO C
noJ4epTaHa MPUJIOKHA 3HAYUMOCT.

Ilpuoooumume napywieHus Ha KOZHUMUGHUmME  (QYHKUUU  —
HeBPONCUXO0JI02UYHU ACneKmu ca TPEACTaBeHU B MeT myoiukanuu. Tyk ce
CIEIUAIHO MACTO 3aeMa MoHorpadguuHus Tpyn ,.Heporcuxomorus®. Toii
peasTHO € BHEJPEH B akaJeMHYHATa MPaKTHKAa KaTO YYCOHWK 3a CTYACHTH |
HApBYHUK 3a M3CIeA0BaTeId M TNPAKTUKyBalld B CBHOTBETHAaTa 00JacT
cnenuanucTi. EQEeKTUBHOTO My MPUJIOKEHHWE B 3HAYMTENHA CTEIICH CE JTBJDKU
Ha AaKTyaJIM3UPAHOTO CHIMKJIOMEIUYHO TI0 XapakKTep TpPEICTaBsSHE Ha
KJIACHYECKUTE HEBPOIICMXOJIOTUYHU CHHIPOMH KaTO MBPBU TPy OT TO3U THUII B
ctpanata. OT CBIIECTBEHO 3HAYCHHWE € CBINO OpHCHTAHMATA MYy KBbM
MPEoJOJIIBaHEe Ha JHCTAHIUATA MEXIYy HEBPOIICUXOJIOTHYHATA TEOPUS M
JMMarHOCTUYHATA M KIMHUYHA MpakTuka. CrenuaieH MHTEpeC C HayYHUs CH U
MIPWIOKEH MMPUHOC MPEACTARISIBAT U MyOIMKAIIMUTE BBPXY HACTBHIIBAILIUTE CIIE]
WHCYJIT JIMYHOCTHHU TIPOMEHHU M TSAXHATa 3aBUCUMOCT OT CTpaHaTa Ha MO3bYHATa
yBpela W TOJKperara Ha pa3OHMpaHETo, Y€ HWHCYJTHAaTa OOJECT IMPOBOKHpPA
MOBEYE MCUXOJOTHYHO U TTO-MaJIKO HEBPOJITHYHO Oa3MpaHu MIPOMECHH.

Hapymienunsita Ha pa3BUTHETO — NCHUXOJOTHYHH, TUATHOCTHYHU M

TepaneBTHYHH ACMEKTU Ca OTPa3eHH B JIEBET MyOnuKanuu. Te pa3kpuBaT



CHIIIECTBEHU TEHJICHIIMA HA COLMUAIHUTE M EMOIMOHAIHHUTE MpOOJEMHU MpU
3a€KBally Jiela, CIelu(UUIHOCT HA TEMIIEPAMEHTOBUTE XAapAKTEPUCTUKHU MPU
Jena C  HapylIeHWss Ha BHUMAHUETO U €K3EKyTUBHHUTE  (DYHKIIUH,
ENUJIEMHUOJIOTHATa HAa KOMYHHUKATUBHUTE HAPYIICHUS, TICUXOJIOTHSI Ha
poautenuTe Npu aAena ¢ HapymieHus. I[locturHature B Tasu  oOJacT
U3CIICJIOBATEJICKU PE3YATaTH Ca ChC ChHINECTBEH IMPUHOC IO OTHOIIECHUE Ha
KOHCYJTUPAHETO, KOHKpETHATa Tepamnus, MNOoJ00psiBaHe Ha coluajHaTa W
dusnyecka cpelra Ha JIETETO, KAKTO M IO OTHOIICHHE Ha IJI0CTHATa
OpraHu3alys Ha TepareBTUYHATA TOMOIII.

IlcuxoJsiorusiTa HA JJUYHOCTTA € MpeacHaBeHa ¢ 13 myonukanuu. Te
ca JOMUHHUpPAHH OT HM3y4aBAaHETO B PAa3JIMUYCH AaCHEKT Ha TPEBOXKHOCTTA U
HEBPOTUYHOCTTA CpeJl ObJIrapcka JeTCKa U IOHOIIEeCKa MOMyJalus, B JUHAMHUKa
U B 3aBUCUMOCT OT ToJyia. Pa3kpuTu ca ¥ 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH Ha Bpb3KaTa Ha
TPEBOXKHOCTTA C YUYWIUIIETO, AKaJEMUYHHS YCIIEX, Bb3HUKBAHETO HA YUWJIHMIIIHA
ne3ajanTanus, ¢ Noa4epTad MPUIIOKEH MIPUHOC.

Jlpyrn o0JjiacTH Ha NCHUXOJIOTHAITA Ca MPEACTAaBEHU 4Ype3 MEeT OT
NPUIOKEHUTE MmyOnukamuu. Te ole BEeAHBX  HWIIOCTPUPAT  IIUPOKO
npoOjieMHaTa  aHTaXUpPaHOCT Ha Jou. AceHoBa. CrnenuanHO BHUMAaHUE
3aciy’kaBa Ch3JIaJicHUusl OT Hes y4eOHuK 1o ,,[lcuxomartonmorus‘, opueHTUpaH
KbM CTYJCHTUTE OT HEMEIUIMHCKHU CIEIUATHOCTH. YYEOHUKBT C€ OTIMYaBa C
n00Bp MOTEHIIMAN 32 BbBEXK/IAHE HA CTYJCHTUTE B KOHKpETHATa MUCIUILIMHA,
KaKTO U 3a MOJI3BAHETO MY OT CIIEIUATIUCTU B 00JIaCTTa HA TICUXUYHOTO 3/IpaBe.

OtpaxeHnue Ha TOTPEOHOCTUTE HAa YHUBEPCHUTECKAaTa IIPaKTHKa Ce
pa3KpuBaT M OT CTaTUATA Ha JOIL. ACEHOBAa BBPXY PE3YyATaTH OT €MIUPHUYHA
BepuduKalus Ha TCUXMETPUUYHUTE XapaKTEepPUCTUKU HaA TecT ,,leopuu 3a

JugHOCTTa* (CH3/1aJICH 32 CaMOOOYyUYEHUE).



ChInHOCTTAa HA KPUMUHAIHATA HEBPOIICUXOJIOTHS B TEOPETUYEH IUJIaH €
oOchlieHa B camocTosiTenHa myOukanusi. ChoTBeTHaTa paboTa € MPOBOKMpaHa
OT HYXJIUTE Ha ChICOHOMETUIIMHCKATA 1 KPUMHUHOJIOTUYHA MTPAKTHKA.

KbM TemaTHuHOTO pa3sHOOOpa3ue Ha Ta3W 4acT CE€ OTHACA U ITyOJIMKAIlHs
BbPXY JOMUHHUpAIIUTE B OOIIECTBOTO HAriagd KbM BB3pACTHUTE XOpa U
CHhOTBEHTHS TICUXOJIOTHUYEH e(heK BBPXY TIX, KOETO ce o4YepTaBa KaTo MpoodiieMm
OCBEH C MHJMBH]IyaJlHA U C ONPE/EJICHa COlMaTHa 3HAYUMOCT.

Bunumo noctuxenusTa B Ta3u 00JaCT CBUAETEICTBAT 3a MPUIIOKEHHUE HA
HAayYHUTE W3CIEABaHMS B IEJaroruyeckara, TepaneBTUMHATa U COIMajiHaTa
MIPAKTHKA.

*

[Ipocnenenute mo-rope myOIMKalMK JOKa3BaT, Y€ C M3CIIe0BaTEICKaTa
cu pabota nom. Acenosa: 1) V3Bexaa u nmpoBepsiBa HOBU XHUIIOTE3HW B 00JIacTTa
Ha HEBPOIICHXOJIOTHATA, MpUJIara OPUTrMHAIHUA CTPATEruy, MOAXOAU U METOIU
Ha uscnensane; 2) O0OoraTsBa 3HAHMATA B Pa3IMYHU ACMEKTH HA M3y4aBaHUTE
oT Hes pobsiemu; 3) JlonpuHacs 3a NPUIIOKEHUETO Ha HAYYHUTE TIOCTUKEHHUS B
nearornyeckaTa, AMArHOCTUYHATA, TEpalieBTUYHATA W COLMATHA MPAKTHKA.
3acmykaBa CBIIO Ja Ce MOJYepTac M MHOTO CepHO3HaTa il MperojaaBaTeicKa

AHT'A’KUPAHOCT.

3AKVIIOYEHMUE:

EnvHCTBEHHAT KaHOUAAT B KOHKypca 3a Mpodecop MO CHEIUaTHOCT
,2Menumuacka  ncuxonorusa  (HeBpomcuxonorusi) mnpu  FOrozanagen
yauBepcuteT ,Heobutr Puncku“ MBAHKA BACWJIEBA ACEHOBA e
u3cleIoBaTeNl W TpenojaBarel € BUIMMO TMPUCHCTBUE B o00JacTra Ha
HeBporcuxoiorusita. Ype3 cBouTe MNyOIMKAUMU TA CE€ TPENCTaBsl KaTo
KOMIIETEHTEH U 3aJIbJI00YEH MPOo(ECUOHATIUCT, OPUEHTUPAH KbM H3yyaBaHE Ha

CEpUO3HU HAyYHH NPOOJEeMU C TPUIOKHA 3HaUMMOCT. OO0eMbT Ha HelHarta



MPOAYKIUS € JIOCTaTh4YeH M C MoJuepTaHa HaydyHa cToWHOCT. Karo uneH Ha
XKYpUTO CbM yOezeHa, ue MiBanka BacuneBa AceHoBa OTroBapsi Ha yCIOBHUSATA 3a
3ae€MaHe Ha HayyHaTa JUIBXKHOCT ,,Jipodecop” B nmpodecnoHamIHO HaIpaBIICHHUE
3.2 Ilcuxonorus, Hay4yHa CHEHUATHOCT ,MEIMIMHCKA  ICUXOJIOTUSA

(HeBpormcuxoorus), u JaBaM THOJIOKUTEITHO 3aKITIOUCHHE 32 HEHHUS U300p.

3.10.2019 1. UneH Ha HAYYHOTO KYpHU:

[Mpod. n-p Pymsna boxxunosa /



South-West University “Neofit Rilski”

ASSESSMENT STATEMENT

From Prof. Dr. RUMYANA BOZNINOVA

Institute for Population and Human Research - BAS

The opinion is part of the competition procedure for the professor in the
scientific specialty "Medical Psychology" (Neuropsychology), professional field
3.2. Psychology, announced at South-West University "Neofit Rilski" -
Blagoevgrad, Faculty of Philosophy, Department of Psychology, SG No. 52 of
2.07. 20019

One candidate - Associate Professor of Psychology IVANKA VASILEVA
ASENOVA - participated in the above competition. She received her doctorate
degree in 1999 with a dissertation on “Investigation of hemispheric
specialization for dichotic phonemic perception in different types of stuttering”,
protected at VP1/ NEU "Neofit Rilski" Blagoevgrad.

Ivanka Asenova holds a position of Associate Professor at the South-West
University "Neofit Rilski", Blagoevgrad in the scientific specialty Medical
Psychology since 2006. She teaches undergraduate programs in the fields of
Psychology, Special Education, Public Administration, Kinesitherapy with 7
separate courses and in Master programs in Criminal Psychology, Management
Psychology, Philosophy and Psychoanalysis, Special Psychology, Public
Relations, clinical speech therapy with 15 lecture courses. Asenova is a part-
time lecturer at NBU, Sofia in 2013-2016 in a Master's Program in Speech

Therapy with two lecture courses.



The strong teaching commitment of the applicant is also emphasized with
the guidance of graduates and PhD students, scientific editorial board, peer-
reviewed scientific publications and more.

Asenova participates in eight projects - 2 international and 6 with
university funding, two of which she is the head of. At the same time, he is an
expert trainer in two national educational projects and an academic mentor in
the Student Practices project.

The candidate submitted 69 scientific publications for review. These
include 2 monographs, 1 university textbook, 9 papers published in refereed and
indexed scientific journals, and 57 articles, studies and reports published in non-
refereed journals of peer-reviewed or in peer-reviewed collective volumes.
Twenty-five of publications are separate, 44 are co-authored, with 31 of them
Assenova being the first author, 13 of the publications are in English (including
habilitation work). They are reflected in 83 citations - 69 in monographs and
collective volumes with scientific review, 8 in refereed and indexed scientific
journals and 6 in non-refereed journals with scientific review.

The submitted scientific papers definitely characterize the applicant as an
original researcher and competent scientist, with a wide range of interests and a
considerable volume of scientific production. The thematic orientation of
Asenova's publications shows a clear consistency and purposefulness in the
research searches. There is also a link between the scientific and the applied
nature of the topics being developed, the ambition to respond to current
problems in science and social practice. Regardless of the variety of studies, the
thematic works can be divided into several areas:

Brain lateralization and developmental disorders is a leading research
topic in the work of Asenova, presented in 16 of her works. The monograph
"Brain Lateralization and Developmental Disorders” (2018) is central to the

specific field and overall scientific activity of the candidate and represents her



qualities to the greatest extent possible. The main contribution of the work is: 1)
Systematization of significant findings concerning the relationship between
atypical cerebral lateralization and the most common developmental disorders
(stuttering), dyslexia, intellectual disability and autistic disorder), 2) Original
research results in the specific problem area, a prerequisite for new
interpretations of the importance of cerebral lateralization on a number of
developmental linguistic and non-linguistic disorders, 3) Applied innovative
research strategy - consistency in the toolkit applied in the series of studies
completed. In summary, the monograph work and other published studies in the
field are distinguished by theoretical, empirical and methodological
contributions.

Lateralization of cerebral functions in the intact brain is also widely
represented by Asenova problem area with three main research focuses:

I. Linguistic lateralization - individual differences and their determinants,
reflected in eight publications. Of particular relevance are the established
patterns in the influence of: 1) ethnic and cultural affiliation, 2) bi/
multilingualism, 3) music training, the effect of long-term training in
mathematical and visual abilities, 4) handiness; II. Lateralization of spatial
attention - individual differences and their determinants is a topic whose study
is reflected in seven of the annexed publications. They represent significant age
and gender differences, specify the effect of handwriting, systematic music
training, change of writing hand; III. Handiness - ability - personality is a
subdomain with seven publications. Of interest is the higher frequency of
personal anxiety among left-handed individuals, as well as the better
development of their sports and musical abilities. In conclusion, the works in the
three sub-areas complement the available knowledge, but they are mainly

distinguished by their applied importance.



The acquired disorders of cognitive function - neuropsychological
aspects are presented in five publications. A special place here belongs to the
monograph work "Neuropsychology”. It is actually embedded in academic
practice as a textbook for students and a guide for researchers and practitioners
in the relevant field. Its effective application is largely due to the updated
encyclopedic characterization of classical neuropsychological syndromes as the
first labor of its kind in the country. Also important is its orientation toward
bridging the distance between neuropsychological theory and diagnostic and
clinical practice. Of particular interest with their scientific and applied
contributions are publications on stroke-related personality changes and their
dependence on the side of brain injury and support the understanding that stroke
causes more psychologically and less neurologically-based changes.

Developmental Disorders - Psychological, diagnostic and therapeutic
aspects are covered in nine publications. They reveal significant tendencies of
social and emotional problems in stuttering children, specificity of
temperamental characteristics in children with attention disorders and executive
functions, epidemiology of communicative disorders, psychology of parents in
children with disorders. The research results achieved in this area have made a
significant contribution in terms of counseling, specific therapy, improvement of
the child's social and physical environment, as well as the overall organization
of therapeutic assistance.

Personality Psychology has been presented with 13 publications. They are
dominated by the study in different aspects of anxiety and neuroticism in the
Bulgarian child and adolescent population, in dynamics and depending on
gender. The patterns of the relationship between anxiety and school, academic
success, the emergence of school maladaptation, with a marked contribution, are

also revealed.



Other areas of psychology are presented through five of the attached
publications. They once again illustrate widely the problematic involvement of
Asenova. Particularly noteworthy is the textbook she created in
Psychopathology, which is geared toward non-medical students. The textbook
has good potential for introducing students to the specific discipline as well as
for its use by mental health professionals.

Reflections on the needs of university practice are also revealed in the
article by Asenova on the results of empirical verification of the psychometric
characteristics of the test "Personality Theories" (created for self-study).

The essence of criminal neuropsychology is theoretically discussed in a
separate publication. The relevant work is provoked by the needs of forensic and
criminological practice.

The thematic diversity of this section is also the publication of the attitudes
towards older people and the corresponding psychological effect on the elderly
in society, which emerges as a problem apart from individual and social
importance.

Apparently, the achievements in this field testify to the application of
scientific research in pedagogical, therapeutic and social practice.

*

The above-mentioned publications prove that through his research Assoc.
Prof. Asenova: 1) Draws and tests new hypotheses in the field of
neuropsychology, applies original strategies, approaches and methods of
research; 2) Enriches knowledge in various aspects of the problems studied; 3)
Contributes to the application of scientific achievements in pedagogical,
diagnostic, therapeutic and social practice. It is also worth pointing out her very

serious teaching commitment.



CONCLUSION:

The only candidate in the competition for professor in the specialty
"Medical Psychology" (Neuropsychology) at South-West University "Neofit
Rilski" IVANKA VASILEVA ASENOVA is a researcher and lecturer with a
prominent presence in the field of neuropsychology. Through her publications,
she introduces herself as a competent and in-depth professional, focused on the
study of serious scientific issues of applied importance. The volume of its
production is sufficient and of considerable scientific value.

As a member of the jury, I am convinced that Ivanka Vasileva Asenova is
eligible for the academic position of “"professor" at South-West University
"Neofit Rilski" in professional direction 3.2. Psychology (Medical Psychology

(Neuropsychology)), and | make a positive conclusion about her choice.

Date: 05.10.2019 Member of the Jury:

/ Prof. Dr. Rumyana Bozhinova /



