Orozamanen yausepcutet ,,Heodput Puncku™

PELHEH3UA

Ha MPEJCTaBEHUTE TPYJOBE 3a YUaCTHE B KOHKYPC 3a aKaJeMHUYHaTa JJIbKHOCT
JOLEHT no oGnact Ha Bucumie oOpazoBaHue 2. ,, XyMaHUTApHU HAYKH ',
npodecronanHo Hampasienue 2.3 ,,Ounocodus™, Hayuna obnact ,,CoruanHa

dunocodus, oossen ot FO3Y ,,Heodut Pucku™ B JIB., 6p. 52 ot 02.07.2019

Peuensenrt: gou. n-p Aaroanera Hukonoa Hukonosa-I'eopruesa

Kangunart: ri. ac. a-p I'eprana Muposto6osa [lonosa

B o0siBeHMsI KOHKYpC 3a JOIEHT IO colthaiHa (unocodus ydyacTBa camMo €IUH
kanauaat — A-p I'eprana IlomoBa ot karteapa ,,OuI0CcOPCKU U MOTUTUYECKHU

Hayku”’, kbM Punocodcku pakynret Ha FO3Y ,,Heodut Pucku®.

l. Kpatku Ouorpaduunu JaHHU 32 KaHAHU1aTa

I'eprana Ilonosa e ponena nipe3 1973 r. [Ipe3 1996 r. 3aBbpiiBa cnennaaHOCT
kynryposorust B Coduiicku ynusepcuter ,,C. Knument Oxpuacku®. 3ammuraBa
noktopcka aucepranus mpe3 2006 r. Ot 2008 1. paboTu KaTo rJIaBeH aCUCTEHT B
03V ,Heodut Puncku“. IlpenomaBarenckara m paboTa € MHOTOCTPAHHA U
oOxBallla PEIOBHOTO M 3aJ0YHO OOy4YeHHWE Ha CTyAeHTH Mo duimocodus.
Jlexunonnute KypcoBe Ha I'eprana IlonoBa ca B cienHuTe 00JIacTU: COLMATHA
dbunocodus, cbBpeMeHHa dusiocodus, humocopus U UCTOPHUS Ha eBpoIlelicKaTa
uaes, TOJMUTHKKM Ha mona, ¢umocopuss wa HoBoTro Bpeme wu p.
[IpenonaBarenckara pabota Ha ['eprana IloroBa € cBbp3aHa ¢ aKTHBHA HAy4YHO-
M3CIIeIOBATENICKA JEHHOCT, 32 KOETO CBUICTEIICTBA TOJIEMUST Opoi ImyOIuKaIuu
B MOCOYECHUTE 00JIACTHU, KAKTO U yYaCTHUETO M B HAIMOHAIHU M MEXIyHAPOIHU
koH(epeHIuu. Ts € U TJIaBeH peIakTop Ha aKaEMUYHOTO €JIEKTPOHHO CITUCAHUE

3a prtocodcku U MOIUTHUIECKH HAYKH ,,HoTabene™.



[l.  XapakTepucTuKa Ha Hay4YHATa U HAYYHO-TIPUIOKHATA MPOAYKIIUS Ha

KaHIugaTa

HayuHo-u3cnenoBatenckata TeWHOCT Ha KaHAMWIAaTa € OpraHU3UpaHa B JBE
OCHOBHM TEMATUYHU JIMHUM: aHAJIU3 HA OCHOBHU TEHJCHIIMHM OT Pa3BUTUETO HA
CBHBPEMEHHOTO OOIIECTBO Mpe3 Mpu3Mara Ha MOJAEPHH (HUIOCOPCKU TEOpUU U
U3CIIE/IBAHUA Ha TSUIOTO U CEKCYaTHOCTTA B €110XaTa Ha ObJITapCKusi COLMAIU3bM
Y TOAMHUTE Ha TTpexo/ia. B koHKypca 3a JOIeHT ca IpeacTaBeHu 29 HayyHu Tpyaa
(24 na OBJITApCKU U S5 HA aHTIIMICKU €3UK). Te BKIIIoYBaT Tpu MoHOrpaduu, e1Ha
OT KOWUTO Ha AaHIVIMICKH €3WK, JBE CTYyIHH, JABE YaCTH OT KOJEKTHUBHU
MOHOrpaduu, e€aHa pelEeH3Us, KaTo OCTaHaJIUTe ca CTaTUM W JOKJIajH,
nyOJUKYBaHU B OBJITapCKU U UY>KJIECTPAaHHU CHHCAHUS C HAYYHO pEeleH3UpaHe
WY MyOJIUKYBaHU B peAaKTUPAHU KOJEKTUBHU TOMOBE. UeTupu OT cTaTuuTe ca
MyOJIMKYBaHU B CIIUCaHUS, pedepupaHd U HWHJEKCUPAHU B CBETOBHOM3BECTHU
0a3u JaHHU ¢ Hay4YHa WHQpOpMaIus. 3aeTHO ¢ HE0OXOoAUMUSI OpOM IUTHPAHUS, TE
MOKPUBAT BCUYKU KOJIMYECTBEHM HAyKOMETPUYHHU MOKa3aTelIM 3a 3aeMaHe Ha
aKaJeMHYHaTa JIIBKHOCT ,,JIOIEHT .

[IpenacraBeHusT xaOumuTanmoHeH TpyA ,,M30paHu Jekiuu 1o coluaiHa
¢unocopus. Kpuzata na EBpona u KpuTHKaTa Ha MOJEPHOTO OOIIECTBO® €
MIOCBETEH HAa KPUTUYECKUTE TECOPUHU BBPXY MOAEPHOTO 00IIeCTBO Ha Xepoept
Mapky3ze, Mumen ®@yko u Kan boapusip, kato ce HabsTa KAKTO BPXY TEXHUTE
OCHOBOTIOJIArallly 3a colMaiHaTa puaocodus uaeu, Taka U BbpXy YSI3BUMUTE UM
Mecta U orpaHudeHus. IIpeAcTaBsSIHETO HA TEOPUUTE HA IMOCOUYEHUTE aBTOPHU
KaHAUJAThT apryMEHTHpa C JBa OCHOBHHU (akTopa: 3HAUYMMOCTTa MM 3a
XYMaHUTAPHUTE U COLMAIIHM HAayKH, KaKTO M HE CaMO TEOPETUYECKUs, HO U
MPaKTUUYECKH PE30HAHC HAa TEXHUTE TPYAOBE B ChBpeMeHHOCTTa. CTaTuuTte
,,Michel Foucault: Sexuality, Power and Resistance*, ,,UoBeKbT - CUMYJIaKpyM —

OpmemieTo Ha YoBeka B mepcrnektuBara Ha bompuap“, ,,MMORPG:



MIPOCTPAHCTBOTO HA BEYHUS KHOEP-)KUBOT" TPOIBIDKABAT ChI[aTa KOHIIENITYaTHa
muHUA. J[pyr TemMaTWdeH KpBI' OT MPEACTABCHUS XaOWIUTAIMOHEH TPYI €
MIOCBETEH Ha TeMaTa 3a kpu3zaTta Ha EBpomna. [loiob6Ha nmpobiemaTuka pasriexaaTt
u craruute: ,,MoTUBBT 3a Kpuzata Ha EBpoma BbB Bb3MieauTe Ha OcBaia
[nenrnep u Xoce Optera-u-I'acet u ,,OcBana llnenrnep u meradopara 3a
»3aye3a Ha 3anana". BeB ananuszute Ha ['eprana Ilonosa ,,kpuszata Ha EBpomna*
OuBa aHanMM3WpaHa HE TMPOCTO KaTo BaXeH mpodiieM BBB (rtocodcko-
UCTOPUYECKH IJIaH, HO U B KOHTEKCTa Ha ChBPEMEHHOCTTA.

Bropata ocHOBHa TeMaTMyHa 00JIaCT, B KOATO € KOHIIEHTpHUpaHa
n3caeaoBaresnckara 1eimHoct Ha ['eprana [lonosa, ca n3cnenBanusaTa Ha TSAJI0TO U
CEKCYaJTHOCTTa 10 BpeMe Ha OBIATapCKUAT cOlHan3bM. Ta3u mpobieMaTuka e
pasrbpHaTa B MOHOTpaduuTe ,, TSI0TO B OKCHMOPOHHUTE Ha colMaan3Ma™ u ,, T he
Cheery Asceticism in the Body Notions and Techniques®, kakto u B peauia
CTaTuH, Cpel KoUuTo: ,,IIpeogonsiBaHeTo Ha T0JIa MPe3 MbPBOTO JECETUIICTUE CIIE
Hesetu cenremBpu 1944 1., | The Creation and Use of the Body-machine in the
First Two Decades of the Communist Rule in Bulgaria®, ,,From the Heroine of
Labour to the Mother-Heroine®, ,,MeTtadgopure Ha 60oecTTa U KOHCTPYHPAHETO
Ha YOBELIKOTO TSJIO MO BPEME Ha KOMYHUCTHYECKHUS pexuM B bbarapus®. B
MOCOYECHUTE TPYJAOBE KaHIWJATKaTa aHaJU3upa OCHOBHU aCHEKTH Ha
COIIMATTUCTUYECKUTE OUOIMOIUTUKH, COI[MATUCTUYECKOTO KOHCTPYHpPAHE Ha
TSJIOTO, PETIPE3CHTAIIMUTE MY B (POPMHUTE HA COLUAITICH U TIOTUTHYECKH KOHTPOII,
yIpaxHsBaH BbPXY HETO, KaTO OTKPOsiBa celu(PUKUTE HA ,,COLTUATUCTUYECKOTO
TSSO, MPEBBPHATO B CPEIOTOUYME HA aMOWBAJECHTHU IOJIUTUKH, TMPAKTUKH,
JUCKYpCH M Ha CBOW pE€J U3JIbYBAIIO HEECAHO3HAYHU MOJIUTHYECKH U
uaeosiorudeck mocianuss. C  ToBa TNPEMJIONKEHUTE TPYAOBE ChueTaBaT
HUCTOPUYECKH MOJATHOCTH Ha ¢uiocopusTa Ha TAIOTO ChC COIHATHO-
bunocopcKUTe U UCTOPUYECKU TeMaTU3AIMHU Ha COI[UATU3Ma.

Kato TpeTn TemaTudeH Kpbr OT HaydHarta AeiHOoCT Ha [ 'eprana [lonosa, morar

na 6b1aT 000C00CHH M3CIIEABAHUATA M BHPXY PA3IMYHH KYJITYPHH PEaIUd, Ype3



KOUTO C€ MPOCHeasBa OBIrapCKus MPexoa OT 00IMECTBOTO HA UCOJIOTHITA KbM
TOBAa Ha HapuMcuU3Ma U KOHcymanuara. B momo0eH acmnekT uHTepec
MpEJCTABISABAT CTATUUTE: ,,OT ,,)KEJIE3HUTE MBXKE KBM ,,KECHTABPUUHOTO  TSIIO —
HCTOPHS Ha MPEX0/1a OT BU3UATA 32 TSAJIOTO HA COUNUAIIUCTUUECKHUS CIIOPTUCT KbM
durypara Ha mocrroraguTapHara ,,MyTpa’, ,,TypUCTHT-MIOKIOHHUK, TYPUCTHT-
noTpebuteln: 1iatdhopmMaTra U NPAKTUKUTE HA OBJITapCKHUs KYITYpeH TypHU3bM
MEXAy UACOJOTHsTa W pa3BiedyeHueTo” u ,,JIUKTaTbT Ha (QaHTazMHUTE —
«HMACATHUTE» 00pa3u, MOJICTUPAHETO Ha «GKEHCKOTO» TS0 U HEOCHIIECTBEHUST

OyHT".

1. OcHOBHM TNpUHOCKM B  HAy4dyHaTa, HAY4YHO-TIPWIOXKHATA U
MPENOIABATEIICKA IEMHOCT HAa KaHIW1aTa!

Hayunure npuHocu B uscienoBaresickara aevMHocT Ha ['eprana Ilomosa ca

0e3CcropHH U Morat Jia Ob1aT 0000IIEHH B CIETHOTO:

KanauaaTtkara He camMo MpeACTaBs aHAIM3U BbPXY aBTOPHU KaTto XepoepT
Mapky3ze, Mumen ®@yko u Xan bonpusip, HO B TpyHOBETE€ CH IpPE3 TEXHUTE
TEOPUU U TIOHSATUS TEMATH3HUpa BAXHU MNPOOJIEMU OT CHBPEMEHHUS >KHUBOT.
OcobeH wuHTEpeC B Ta3ud HAcOKa MpPEJCTaBIISIBAT TEKCTHT 3a boapusp ot
xabunuranmonHust Tpya Ha ['eprana IlomoBa, kakTto u cratusita: ,,JYOBEKBT -
CUMYJIaKpyM — OBJIEHIETO Ha 4YOBEKa B mepcrnektuBarta Ha bompusp. B Tax
TEOPETUZHPAHETO BBPXY ,,CUMYyJIaKpyMa™ HE € caMOllell, a B MEepPCIIEKTUBAaTa Ha
MOHATUATA ,,CUMYyJAlUA W ,,CHMYJaKpyM ca H3CIECABAHU NPOMEHUTE B
nmpeAcTaBaTa 3a 4YOBEKa Mpe3 MOCJICIHUTE IEeCETUICTHs, KaKTo U mpoliemMa 3a
Bb3MOKHOCTUTE M OTPAHUYECHHSATA HA ,,4OBEHIKOTO', CBBP3aHU C MOAEPHOTO
pa3BUTHE HA MEIUIIMHATA, WHPOPMAIMOHHUTE TEXHOJIOTHUH, KUOEpHETHKAaTa,
TEHHOTO MHXKEHEPCTBO W 1p. IIpMHOCEH XapakTep MMa M U3CIEIBAHETO BBPXY
koMmioThpHUTe Urpu ,, MMORPG: npocTpaHCcTBOTO HA BEUHUS KUOEP-KUBOT.
OTHOBO Mpe3 TeMara 3a CUMYyJAlusTa CTaTUATa Pa3reka MpoOIeMaTUIHUS

nponecC Ha CJIMBAHC Ha I[GﬁCTBHTGJ'IHO U BUPTYAJIHO BBB BHJICOIPHUTC, KaATO



M3Ka3Ba XWIMOTE3aTa, Y€ M3KJIYBAHETO HA YOBELIKOTO TSUIO OT Wrpara B
YaCTHOCT, HO M OT BUPTYyaJIHaTa MpeXka KaTo 1510 € MPUYMHA 33 HapylllaBaHe Ha
€K3UCTEHIIMATHO-(DEHOMEHOIOTHYHATa BPb3Ka ChC CBETAa U B TO3U CMHUCHI
MPEACTABISIBA CBIIECTBEH (HaKTOp, OOYyCIaBsIl KAaKTO W3THHIBAHETO Ha
COLIMAJIHUTE BPB3KU B CbBPEMEHHUS CBST, TaKa U IUATHOCTULIMPAHETO HA HOBU
NICUXWYHU Pa3CTPOMCTBA, CBBP3aHU C UHTEPHET MPUCTPACTSIBAHETO.

Jpyr npuHOoceH MOMEHT B TpyaoBere Ha ['eprana [lonosa e npumaranero
Ha TEOPETHUYHHUS HMHCTpyMEHTapuym Ha Mwumen @Pyko 1o OTHOUIEHHWE Ha
TEMaTU3ALMUTE HA OBJITapCKusi COUUAIM3BM, KAKTO U MMOCOYBAHETO HA HETOBUTE
OTpaHUYCHMS] TPU MNoJ00HA ekcTpamosanus. Tyk TpsOBa ga ce moaueprae
MOCJIEI0OBATETHOTO BBBEXKIAHE M HayaraHe oT cTpaHa Ha ['eprana IlomoBa Ha
merapopata Ha Dyko 3a ,TANOTO-MAIIMHA® TIPU  H3CIEIBAHETO Ha
OCHOBOIIOJIaramiaTa 3a paHHusi couuanuszba ot 40-te u 50-Te roauHu TpyAOBa
akTUBHOCT. B MoHorpadusita cu ,,TsS710TO B OKCUMOPOHUTE Ha COIMaIU3Ma‘,
KakTo ¥ B cratuute: ,,The Creation and Use of the Body-machine in the First Two
Decades of the Communist Rule in Bulgaria®, ,,bonecrra cpenty ya0BoJICTBHETO:
ynotpebu Ha Mertadopara Ha OoyiecTTa B IMBbPBUTE JBE JECETUIETHS Ha
KOMYHUCTHYECKUS peKuM B briarapusa®, ,,durypara Ha paOOTHUKA MTPE3 IBPBUTE
JIBE€ NECETUJIETUS cliel 9-TU CeNnTeMBpPU B MEPCIEKTUBATA HA KOMYHUCTHYECKHUS
KOHIleNT 3a TsajoTo-mamuHa* I'eprana IlomoBa pa3paborBa Temara 3a
KOMYHHUCTHYECKOTO TsUIO-MAlllMHA MO OTHOUIEHWE Ha KOMYHHCTHYECKHUTE
TPYJIOBH JIarepu U MOOMJIM3ALIUKM, HOPMATUBHOTO U CUMBOJIHO OOCKTHBHUpPAHE Ha
0e3lienMeTo B TEPMUHU HAa AHTUKOMYHHCTHYECKA JCHHOCT, JUCKYPCHUBHHUTE U
BU3YyAJIIHU pPENpPEe3eHTAllMd Ha YJAPHULUTE W MEAUWHUTE aruTalydd Cpelry
TeXHUTE HeraTuBU. OTunuTaiiku OE3CIIOpPHUS MMO3HABATEJICH MOTEHIIMA Ha TOBa
noHATHe Ha PyKO MO OTHOLICHHUE HA KOMYHUCTHYECKUTE TEXHHKU Ha TSUIOTO,
Hapes ¢ ToBa llomoBa akiieHTHUpa U BBPXY HEMAJIIOBAKHHUTE PA3IUKUA MEXKITY
HETOBUS PAHHOKAMUTAIUCTUYECKH M COLMAIMCTUYECKU BapuaHT U C TOBa

OTKpOABa CHCHI/I(l)I/IKI/ITe Ha COOUATMCTUYCCKUTC TCXHHUKHU Ha TAJIOTO.



B pamMkuTe Ha Te3u U3CIEABAHUS MPUHOCEH XapaKTEp UMa U BbBEJIECHOTO
ot I'eprana IlonoBa monsiTME 3a , KU3HEPATOCTHHUS ACKETU3BM™, UpE3 KOETO
KaHAWJAaTKaTa aHajJu3upa OTHOLICHHUETO KbM CEKCyaJIHOCTTa II0 BpEME Ha
KOMYHHUCTHYECKHUS PEIKHM.

[IprHOCEH MOMEHT € CBIIO TaKa ISIJI0OCTHOTO NPEACTABIHE HA IBH)KEHUETO
OT COIMAJIM3BM KBbM JEMOKpAlMs, BHASHO B ONTHKaTa Ha IMyOJIMYHOTO
MPEJCTaBsIHE HA TEJIECHOCTTA M Pa3IJIeIaHO B TEKCTOBE Kato: ,,OT ,,KEJIE3HUTE
MBKE” KbM ,,KEHTABPUYHOTO ~ TSJIO — UICTOPHUSI HA IPEXOJA OT BU3HSATA 32 TSIIOTO
Ha COLMAIUCTUYECKHUS CIIOPTUCT KbM (PUTypaTa Ha MOCTTOTAIUTApHATA ,,MyTpa”
u ,JluktaThT Ha (aHTa3MHUTE — «UICATHUTE» O00pa3u, MOJEIUPAHETO Ha

(OKCHCKOTO» TAJIO U HCOCBIICCTBCHUAT 6YHT“.

KpuTtnunu 6enexku 1 npenopbKu.
Cwmsaram, ye I'eprana IlomoBa MOTHBHUpPaHO M apryMEHTHPAHO IPEACTaBS H
3allMTaBa WMJAEUTE CH, MPEACTABINKM EOHOBPEMEHHO OTJIWYHA JIMTEpaTypHa

OCBEJIOMEHOCT U OPUTHHAIHU PEIICHUS U PAKYPCHU KbM Pa3UCKBAHUTE TIPOOIEMH.

V. 3akmouenue
B 3axnroueHme Ha MoOeTO M3JIOXKEHUE OWX HCKana jJa orOenexa, 4e Hay4dyHO-
u3cieaoBaTesckara AeiHocT Ha J-p ['eprana IlomoBa e cepuosHa, 3aabi004eHa
U ¢ 0€3CIIOpHU MIPUHOCHU 3a HayKaTa U HEWHOTO npuiioxkeHue. ChIIIeBPEMEHHO TS
€ TBBp/E MHUpOKa 1Mo TeMatuka. Kato ce uma npenBuj Hs10CTHATa HAyYHA U35Ba
Ha 1-p ['eprana IlomoBa oT 3amuTara Ha JOKTOpCKaTa M JAUCEPTAIUs A0 JHEC U
BHUCOKOTpo(ecoHamHaTa 1 MpernoaaBaTesicka AeHHOCT, YOeIeHO IIIe TIacyBaM
MOJIOKUTENTHO M TpejjaraM Ha MOYUTAeMOTO HAy4dyHO KYpPH Ja YAOCTOU I-P

I'eprana [TonoBa ¢ akagemMuyHaTa JJIbKHOCT JOLEHT.

JHara: 09.10. 2019 Pentensent: ArToanera Hukonona



REVIEW

By Antoaneta Nikolova Nikolova-Georgieva, PhD, Assoc. Professor
regarding the materials submitted for participation in the competition
for occupation of academic position ‘Associate Professor’
In South-West University “Neofit Rilski”, Blagoevgrad
in the area of higher education 2. Humanitarian sciences
in Professional field 2.3. Philosophy, scientific field “Social philosophy”
for the needs of Faculty of Philosophy, SWU “Neofit Rilski”,

Blagoevgrad

In the competition for the academic position ‘Associate Professor’,
announced in State Gazette No 52/ 02.07.2019 and on the web-site of South-
West University “Neofit Rilski”, Blagoevgrad for the needs of the Department
of "Philosophical and Political Science” within the Faculty of Philosophy,
Assist. Prof. Gergana Popova, PhD, lecturer in South-West University ‘“Neofit
Rilski”, Blagoevgrad participates as an only one candidate. There are no legal
violations in its implementation.

By Order No 1364/24.07.2019 of the Chancellor of South-West
University “Neofit Rilski”, Blagoevgrad | was appointed as a member of the
Scientific Jury of the competition for occupation of the academic position
‘Associate Professor’ in South-West University “Neofit Rilski”, Blagoevgrad in
Area of Higher Education 2.“Humanitarian science”, Professional field 2.3.
“Philosophy”, Scientific field “Social philosophy”, announced for the needs
of the Department of "Philosophical and Political Science™ within the Faculty

of Philosophy.

1.Brief CVs of the candidate:



Gergana Popova was born in 1973. In 1996 she graduated with a degree in
cultural studies at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski". She defended his
doctoral thesis in 2006. Since 2008 he has been working as a chief assistant at
SWU "Neofit Rilski". Her teaching work is multifaceted and covers the full-time
and part-time study of philosophy students. Gergana Popova's lectures are in the
following fields: social philosophy, contemporary philosophy, philosophy and
history of the European idea, gender policies, philosophy of modern times, etc.
Gergana Popova's teaching is related to active research activity, as evidenced by
the large number of publications in the mentioned fields, as well as her
participation in national and international conferences. She is also the editor-in-
chief of the academic electronic journal for the philosophical and political

sciences of Notabene.

Il. Characteristics of the candidate's scientific and applied
production
The candidate Gergana Popova included a total of 29 scientific works that
can be classified as follows: three monographs, two parts of collective
monographs, two studies and 22 papers. The presented texts are in the field of
social philosophy. Including the presented reference of citations, they fulfil in
total the quantitative science-metric indicators for occupating an academic
position ‘Associate Professor’. The research activity of the candidate is
organized in two main thematic lines: analysis of basic tendencies from the
development of modern society through the prism of modern philosophical
theories and studies of the body and sexuality in the era of Bulgarian socialism
and the years of transition.
The presented habilitation work “Selected Lectures on Social Philosophy.
The Crisis of Europe and the Critique of Modern Society "focuses on the critical
theories of modern society by Herbert Marcuse, Michel Foucault and Jean

Baudrillard, emphasizing both their foundational ideas for social philosophy and



their vulnerabilities and limitations. The candidate argues for the presentation of
the theories of the aforementioned authors with two main factors: their
importance for the humanities and social sciences, as well as not only the
theoretical but also the practical resonance of their works in the present. The
articles "Michel Foucault: Sexuality, Power and Resistance”, "Man -
simulacrum - the future of man in Baudrillard's perspective”, "MMORPG: the
space of eternal cyber life" continue the same conceptual line. Another thematic
field of habilitation work is devoted to the topic of the crisis in Europe. A
similar issue is addressed in the articles: “The motif of the crisis of Europe in the
views of Oswald Spengler and Jose Ortega-i-Gasset” and “Oswald Spengler and
the metaphor for the “downfall of the West ”. These papers presents “crisis of
Europe” not just as an important problem in philosophical and historical terms,
but also in the context of contemporarity.

The second major thematic area in which Gergana Popova's research
focuses is on studies of body and sexuality during Bulgarian socialism. These
issues are objects of analyses in the monographs: “The Body in the Oxymorons
of Socialism” and “The Cheery Asceticism in the Body Notions and Techniques
of Early Socialism”, as well as in a number of articles, including: "Overcoming
Gender in the First Decade after September 9, 1944", "The Creation and Use of
the Body-Machine in the First Two Decades of the Communist Rule in
Bulgaria"”, "From the Heroine of Labor to the Mother-Heroine", "Metaphors of
disease and the construction of the human body during the communist regime in
Bulgaria".

As a third thematic domain of Gergana Popova's scientific work her
studies on different cultural realities, which traces the Bulgarian transition from
the society of ideology to that of narcissism and consumption can be
distinguished.



I11. Main contributions to the applicant’'s scientific, applied and

teaching activities:

The scientific contributions of Gergana Popova's research are indisputable
and can be summarized as follows:

Not only does the candidate present analyzes on authors such as Herbert
Marcuse, Michel Foucault and Jean Baudrillard but through their theories and
concepts she subjects important problems of modern life. Of particular interest
in this regard is the chapter about Baudrillard from the habilitation work of
Gergana Popova, as well as the article: "Man - simulacrum - the future of man in
the perspective of Baudrillard”. In them, theorizing on "simulacrum” is not an
end in itself but in the perspective of the concepts of "simulation" and
"simulacrum®, the changes in the image of man in recent decades, as well as the
problem of the possibilities and limitations of "human" related to modern
development of medicine, information technology, cybernetics, genetic
engineering and more have been explored. Of great importance is the study of
computer games "MMORPG: the space of eternal cyber life". Again through the
topic of simulation, the article examines the problematic process of merging the
real and the virtual in video games, suggesting that the exclusion of the human
body from the game in particular, but also from the virtual network as a whole is
the reason for breaking the existential-phenomenological connection with the
world and in this sense it is a significant factor in determining both the thinning
of social connections in the modern world and the diagnosis of new psychiatric
disorders related to internet addiction.

Another contributing point in Gergana Popova's writings is the application
of Michel Foucault's theoretical frame with regard to the thematizations of
Bulgarian socialism, and the pointing out of its limitations in such extrapolation.
Here, Gergana Popova’s consistent introduction and imposition of Foucault's

metaphor for the "body-machine” in the study of the foundational work of early



socialism of the 1940s and 1950s should be emphasized. In her monograph
entitled: “The Body in the Oxymorons of Socialism”, and in the articles: “The
Creation and Use of the Body-Machine in the First Two Decades of the
Communist Rule in Bulgaria”, “The Illness Against Pleasure: Uses of the
Metaphor of Disease in the first two decades of the communist regime in
Bulgaria"”, "The figure of the worker in the first two decades after September 9
in the perspective of the communist concept of body-machine™ Gergana Popova
elaborates the topic of the communist body-machine with regard to communist
labor camps and mobilizations, regulatory and symbolic objectification of
idleness in terms of anti-communist activities, the discursive and visual
representations of hard-workers and media representations against their
negatives.

Within the framework of these studies, the notion of “cheerful asceticism™
introduced by Gergana Popova, through which the candidate analyzes the
attitude to sexuality during the communist regime, has a positive character.

The movement from socialism to democracy, as seen in the optics of the
public presentation of corporeality, is also a scientific contribution of Popova’s
work. moment, It is seen in texts such as: "From the Iron Men" to the "Centaur"
Body - A History of the Transition from the Vision to the Body of the Socialist
Athlete to the Figure of the Post-totalitarian "mutra” and "The dictate of

phantasms".
V. Critical notes and recommendations:
| think that Gergana Popova presents and defends her ideas in a motivated

and reasoned way, presenting at the same time excellent literary awareness and

original solutions and perspectives to the problems discussed.



CONCLUSION

In conclusion, I would like to point out that the research activity of Dr.
Gergana Popova is serious, thorough and with indisputable contributions to
science and its application. At the same time, it is too broad in scope.
Considering Dr. Gergana Popova's overall scientific stance from defending her
doctoral dissertation to date and her highly professional teaching, | will
confidently vote positive and propose the Honorable Scientific Jury to honor Dr.
Gergana Popova with an associate professor's title in Professional field 2.3.

“Philosophy”, Scientific field “Social philosophy”.

Sofia, Reviewer:
09.10.2019 Assoc. Prof. Antoaneta Nikolova, PhD



