IOT'O3ANTAIEH YHUBEPCUTET ,,HEO®UT PUJICKH*“
BJIAT'OEBI'PA/]

CTAHOBUIIE

ot ripod. n-pMapus PanieBa, ppKOBOAUTEIN HA KaTeapaTa Mo JETCKO-IOHOIIECKA
NICUXHUATpUsi, Y HUBEPCUTETCKA KJIMHUKA IO TICUXHUATPHUS — Y UAITUIIIE 110
Menuuuna, Yausepcurer ,,CB.CB. Kupun u Metoaunii*, Ckomnue , 4ieH Ha HAy4YHO
KYpHU B KOHKYPC 3a 3a€MaHe Ha akaJieMU4Ha JUTbKHOCT ,,IIpodecop® mo
npodecruonaano HanpasieHnue 3.4. Comuanau aeiincotu (Ilcuxocormanna padora
¢ aena), oonact 3 ConuanHu, CTONAHCKU U IIPaKHU HAYKH, O0SBEH OT
Orozananen yausepcuret ,,Heoput Puicku®, JIB, 6poit 52 ot 02 romu 2019 1.

EnunctBeH ywyactHuk B KoHkypca € jnon. n-p BACKA CTAHYEBA-
I[TOIIKOCTAJIMHOBA. Ts momydaBa gokTopcka cremeH mpe3 1999 r., cuen
3amurta Ha nucepramus  “‘Tlcuxo-conmanHo (QyHKIIMOHMpaHE Ha CEMEHCTBa C
yMcTBeHO u3octanaino aere”. Ot 2005 r. Backa CranueBa-IlonkocraguHoBa 3aema
aKaJieMuyHaTa JUTBXHOCT ,JoneHT B IOrozanmagen ynuBepcuter Heodwur
Puncku®, a or 2014 roaguHa € pbKOBOAWTEN Ha Kareapa ,,MeIuko-colUraIHu
Hayku'. T4 e pa3paboruia U mpenogaBa ciiefHUTE yueOHH Kypcose: [IpeBeHuuns
Ha Hacwiue, [lcuxoxurumeHa u mcuxonpodunaktuka [IpomMoruss Ha MCUXUYHO
3apaBe, ColuanaHo-miearoruyecka paboTa ¢ JMIA, JKEpPTBM Ha HACWIHE,
[Icuxomaronorusi, @amuiiHa KOMyHUKaKUS U agantanus, KivHuka Ha yMCTBEHaTa
uzocraHanoct , IlpunokeHue Ha TOJIUTUKUTE 3a 3aKpuja Ha Jeua  Ha
EBpornelickus cbi03 (JOKTOpPCKa Mporpama).

To3u pa3zHooOpa3eH U BceoOXBaTeH HAOOpP HA MPENoJaBaHU JNUCIUILIMHU U
W3CJICIBaHUS s MPaBU YHUKAJHA 3a NpWIaraHe Ha MojaxojJa Ha OOIIEeCTBEHOTO
3IpaBe M KOMOMHUPAHETO My  C MYJITHAUCHUIUIMHAPHU TEPCIICKTUBH M
MEXIYKYJITYpHU CPaBHEHHS B 00J1aCTTa Ha COIMAJIHATA TICUXUATPUS, TICUXOJIOTHS,

colmagHa paboTa W crenuaigHa mneaaroruka. KanaumaaTbT uUMa W CEPUO3EH



aHTOKUMEHT ¢ 00ydeHHe W PHKOBOJCTBO Ha JoKTopaHu (8). buia € pereH3eHT B
cnucanusta Psychological thought (2013-2019), Journal of Intellectual Disability
- Diagnosis and Treatment (2014) and Psihiatria Danubina. Backa CraHdueBa-
[TonkocTagHOBA € PELIEH3EHT U HAa Hay4YHU JoKiIaau oT 14Tta n 15Ta EBponelicka
koH(pepenus Ha [SPCAN.

buna e roct-pegaktop Ha crnenuaiieH Opou ,,Hacunue u npeneOperBane Ha
nena‘ Ha cnimcanue I Ipaktudecka neauatpus™ (2014 r.) u rocT-penaktop ¢ mpod.
Serenella Besio na crmermuanen Opoi ,Mrpara mpu Jnena ¢ yBpexXIaHHSI-
MHTEPAMCUMIUIMHAPHU TepcrnekTuBu Ha cnucanue Today’s children —

Tomorrow’s parents*.

Backa CranueBa-IlonkoctaguHoBa € ywactBana B 12 mpoekta - 6
MeXIyHapoaHH (Ha 5, OT KOUTO € KoopAuHATop 3a bbiarapus) u 6 HaMOHAIHU |
YHUBECPUTETCKH TMpoeKkTH. KaHaumaThT € mpenactaBun 3a craHoBuie 1
moHorpadusi, 10 myOnukanuu B pedepupaHu U UHIACKCUPAHW W3JaHUS B
CBETOBHHUTE Hay4YHW Oa3u maHHH, 27 CTaTUW W JOKJIaau, MyOJUKYBaHU B
HepedepupaHu COUCAHUS WU KOJEKTHMBHM TOMOBE C Hay4yHa peakius.
TpuHazeceT oT MyOJIMKAIIMUTE Ca CAMOCTOSITEIHH, 25 ca B ChaBTOPCTBO, KAaTO B 5
ot Tax CranueBa-IlonkocTagnHoBa € MbpPBU aBTOp. J(BaJeCT U WIECT MyOIMKAUN
ca Ha aHrauiicku e3uk. Te ca mutupanu IN 50 murara - 26 B MoHOTrpaduu u
KOJIEKTUBHM TOMOBE C HAy4HO peleH3upaHe, 24 B wm3maHus, pedepupaHd H
WHJICKCUPAHU B CBETOBHUTE HAYYHH 0a3H JIAHHHU.

[IpencraBenaTta 3a CTAaHOBHINE Hay4yHa MPOAYKLUHS XapaKTepusupa
KaHJUJaTa KaTO OPUTMHAIEH M3CJIEAOBATENl U KOMIIETEHTEH COIMAJICH YYE€H, C
ITUPOK OOCEr OT MHTEPEeCH W 3HAaUYMM 00eM HaydHa MNpPOAYKIusA. TemaThdHaTa
opueHTanus Ha myosukanuute Ha CtanueBa-IlonkocTagnHoBa MoKa3Ba OTUETINBA

OCIACAOBATCIHOCT M OCIICHACOYCHOCT B U3CJICA0BATCIICKUTC ThPCCHHA.


http://www.lifescienceglobal.com/journals/journal-of-intellectual-disability-diagnosis-and-treatment
http://www.lifescienceglobal.com/journals/journal-of-intellectual-disability-diagnosis-and-treatment

CrpiecTByBa U Bpb3Ka MEKIY HAYUHHUS U NPUJTIOKEH XapaKTEp HA TEMUTE,
KOUTO pa3paboTBa, aMOUIMATA 1a OTTOBAPH HA ChBPEMEHHU MPOOJIeMH B HayKaTa
M couuanHaTa npakTthka. He3zaBUcHMMO OT pa3HOOOpa3zueTo uM, MyOJUKAaLMUTE
Morar Ja ObAarT pa3mpeesieHd B HAKOJIKO TEMaTHYHU OOJACTHU: MCHUXOCOLUATHH
aCIIeKTH Ha YBpEXIaHUA MPHU JIE1a; TPEBECHIMS Ha HACWJIME HAJ JIela U 3aKpuiia
Ha Jiela; OOIIECTBEHO-3/[paBE€H M TICUXUYHO-3[PAaBEH MOJXOJ B COlMaIHaTa
pabora.

IlcuxoconuajHUTEe ACHEKTH HA YBPE/KAAHMATA NPH Jela B MOMEHTa ca
BOJIEIIa H3clIeoBaTelIicka Tema B padorara Ha CranueBa-lIlonmkocTaanHoBa,
npencTaBeHa B 24 oT HEMHUTE TpydoBe. Bbopeku, ye Ta3u TemMa € MHUIMUPAHA
paHo, oumle B HeWHara Hay4YHOHU3CJEIOBaTelCcKa padoTa, MpeacTaBeHa oT
JOKTOpCKaTa jgucepranuss Ha TeMma ,JllcuxoconumanHo (QyHKUMOHUpaHE Ha
ceMeiicTBa ¢ Jella ¢ UHTEJIEKTyaJIHO YBPEXJIaHe , TS MOCTOSHHO ce pa3padoTBa U
paslMpsiBa BbpPXY LENUs CIEKTbp Ha KadyecTBOTO Ha >KMBOT Ha Jelara ¢
YBpeXIaHUsI W TEXHUTE CEeMeWcTBa , KaTo pa3OupaHe U MOANOMAaraHe Ha
CEMEWCTBAa € JeTe C HHTEIEKTyalHO YBpPEKIaHEe , aHAIW3UpPAaHE Ha
KOHTEKCTYaJHUTE pa3HOBHJIHOCTM B ToOJKpenara Ha cemeilictBa B IlIBenus,
CopOus u bwarapus. Urpara npu gena ¢ yBpexaaHus UMa TojsiMa potisi B IO-
KbCHUTEC HayuyHH uHTepecn Ha CranueBa-lIlomkocramuHoBa (mpeacTaBeHn B 6
nyonukanuu). Mrpata ce pasmiexia Karo MHOTO CICHUAieH W HE3aMCHUM
KUTEHUCKH KOHTEKCT 3a HAChpYaBaHE HAa MCTUHCKOTO BKJIIOYBAHE Ha Jelara ¢
YBPEXKJIaHUSI, Thi KaTO MPEIOCTaBs Bb3MOKHOCTU 32 B3aUMOJCICTBUE C JPYTH
X0pa, Bb3 OCHOBa Ha 3a0aBjCHHE W B3aUMHO npueMane. Monorpadusta “Play
Development in Children with Disabilities” na Besio, S., Bulgarelli, D., &
Stancheva-Popkostadinova, V. Penakropu) (2017) 3aema IeHTpaHO MSCTO B
KOHKpETHaTa 00JIacT U € Hali-HOoBaTa Hay4yHa 00JIacT Ha KaHIuJaTa U TS JaBa CBOS

IIPUHOC 4YpE€3 IpejiaraHe Ha  CKCIICPTHU IIO3HAHHUA 3a XapaKTCpUCTHKATa Ha



urpara mpH Jena jaena ¢ pasnuyHu Gpopmu Ha yBpexkmaanus. OCHOBHHST MPUHOC
ceotHacs 10: (1) CucremMaTu3upaHe Ha 3HAYMMH PE3YJITaTH OTHOCHO Bpb3KaTa
MEKIY pas3InyHnTe (GOPMH Ha YBPEXKIAHE U pa3BUTHETO Ha urpara,(2) croupane u
CUCTEMAaTHU3UPAaHE HA CHIECTBYBAIIUTE KOMICTCHIIMM W yMEHUS B oOJjacTTa Ha
urpaTa 3a Jera ¢ yBpeXIaHHWS W pa3NpocCTpaHsBaHE HA HaW-A00pUTE MPAKTHUKH,
MPOM3TUYAIA OT CHBMECTHHUTE YCHJIMS Ha HW3CJIEIOBATEIH, MPAKTUKYBAIld W
MOTPEOHTEN B MEXKAYKYJITYpeH KOHTEKCT. Hskonko myomukanuu (3) oTpassiBaT
untepeca Ha CranuyeBa-IlonkocTaguHOBa KbM MHTEPAUCIUIUIMHAPHATA paboTa 1Mo
WHOBAaTHBHO BHEAPSBAHE HA HOBU TEXHOJIOTHH, IMOANIOMArallyd UrpaTa U UTPUBUTE
JIEMHOCTH Ha JiellaTa C YBPEXKJIaHMsI, MPEANOCTaBKa 3a MPUJIOKEHHUE Ha uUrpara
KaTo oOpa3oBaTejeH MHCTPYMEHT MpU Jella CbC CIEelNUaTIHu MNOTPEeOHOCTH,
MPENpOSKTHpPaHe Ha KOMITIOTBPHW WIPHU 3a Jiella C OTpPaHWYCHH (PU3NYECKH
yYMEHUS, MTHCTPYMEHT 3a UHTEPBEHIIMS Ha YMEHHS, KATO HAaYWH 3a HACJaXK/laBaHe
Ha CBOOOJHOTO BpEME, KaTO HAYMH 3a CONMAIW3aNMs W TPHOOIIaBaHE CpPE.
BPBCTHUIIUTE M B oOmecTBoTo. B o00o00menue: MoHorpadusita u JApyru
nyOJMUMKyBaHM HW3CIEABaHUsA B 00JIacTTa Ha Wrpara NpH Jela C YBPEXKIaHHs ce
OTJINYABAT C TCOPETUIHH, EMITUPUYHU U METOTUUYCCKU TPUHOCH.

IIpeBeHUMATA HA HACHJIMETO HAJ Jiella U 3aKPWJIATA HA Jiela € ChIIo
IITUPOKO TIpe/icTaBeHa obyacT oT m3cheaBanusaTa Ha CranueBa-IlonmkocTaanHOBa,
OoTpa3eHu B 6 HEWHU MyOJIMKaluu, C TPU OCHOBHHM H3CJIENOBATENCKH (oKyca:
aHAIM3 Ha TIOJIMTUKH U TIPAKTUKH 3a TPEBEHIMS HA HACUJIMETO HaJ Jena,;
nedyHUpaHe HA JEHHOCTH 3a 3aKpHWiia Ha JICTETO; MPOYYBAHE HA BH3MOKHOCTHUTE
Ha cHCcTeMaTa 3a HaOJIoJIcHME Ha HACWIME HaJ Jena W IpeHeOperBaHe upes
MHHHMAaJIeH Ha0op oT gaHHu. OT 0coOCHO 3HAYCHHUE € M3CIICABAHETO 3a 0O0XBaTa
HACWJIMETO W MPEeHeOpEerBaHeTo Ha Jera B bbarapus, KakTo U pa3npoCTPaHESHUETO
Ha HEOJAroNPUSATHU MPEKUBSIBAHUS B JETCTBOTO CPENl CTYIAEHTH OT OBJITapCKu

yHuBepcuTeTH. (OuakBa ce€ 3HAYEHHETO Ha pe3yJTaTuTe Ja ObJe OTpa3eHo



ChOTBETHO B HAI[MOHAJIHATA CTPATErWs W IUIAH 3a JICWCTBHE HA JECUHOCTUTE IO
NPEBEHIIMS HA HACWUJIMETO HAJ Jella UM JEWHOCTUTE 3a 3aKpwia Ha JETETO Ha
HaIlMOHAJIHO U PETHMOHAIHO HUBO. MoHorpadusita ,IlpeBeHius Ha Hacuiue Hal
JIeHA-MYJITUAUCIUIUIMHAPHA TEPCHEKTUBA € OT ITbPBOCTEIICHHO 3HAYEHHE 3a
npugoOMBaHe HAa YMEHHS W 3HAHUA MO TeMmaTra Cpel CHEIUAJIMCTUTE OT
nomaramure mpodecun. Camara KaHIHUIATKA € BCEOTHACH 3alIUTHUK Ha IIO-
no0OpaTta cucteMa 3a HaOJIOJICHWE HAa HAcCWIME M MpeHeOperBaHe Ha Jera, upes
muHuManieH Habop ot gaHHu (CAN-MDS), moarorssiiku pbKOBOJCTBOTO 3a
MOJIMTHKA U TIPOLELYPH.

Tperara obmact Ha HaydyHU W MpakTUYecku uHTepecu Ha (CraHuyeBa-
[TonkocTannHOBa, € CBBpP3aHAa C M3rPa)KIaHe HA HUHTEPAMCHUILIMHAPHHU
MOCTOBE M BPb3KH MEXKAY COLHATHATA NMCUXUATPHUSA, IICUXOJOTHS, COIHUATHA
pabdoTa M cHnenUaJiHA TNeJaroruKka, Mpud  U3MOJ3Ba OOIECTBEHO-3/IPABHUST
MOJXO0M, MYJITUIUCUUIUIMHAPHUTE TEPCIEKTUBA U KPOC-KYJTYPHHUTE CPABHCHMUSI.
Te3u TeHAEHIMU ca TPEACTaBeHU B 6 MyOiMKalMU HAa OBJITApCKUA WM aHTJIMCKU
€3UK..

[Tocoyenute mo-rope nmyOJUKaAIUU JOKA3BaT, Y€ YpPE3 CBOMTE M3CIEIBAHUS
no1. 1-p Backa CranueBa-IlonkocTaguHoBa:

1) Cw3aBa ¥ pa3BHBa HOBU IEPCIICKTHBH 3a COIMAlHATa paboTa, Impuiiara
OPUTMHAIIHU CTpaTeruy, IOJXO0IH u METOIH Ha
U3CJIEBAHE;

2) OGoraTsiBa 3HaHUATA B Pa3IMYHM aCIEKTH Ha W3CJICIBAHUTE MPOOJIEMH;

3) JompuHacs 3a IpujaraHe Ha HaydyHUTE IOCTIKCHHS B o0jacTra Ha

colpajgHaTa MCUXUaTpus, CollMaHaTa paboTa U creluaiHaTa mearoruka.

BaxHo € M Jga ce mocour HEMHHUST MHOTO CEPHUO3EH AHTAKUMEHT KbM

npernogaBaHCTO U HACTABHUYCCTBOTO.



3AKVIIOYEHHUE:

EnuHCcTBEeHMAT KaHIuMAaT B KOHKypca 3a mpodecop mo mpodeCHOHATHO
HarpaBinenue 3.4.Comumanam nerinocty (IIcmxocommanna pabota ¢ jgema) Ha
KOrozamanen ynuBepcurer ,Heodutr Pumncku* BACKA CTAHYEBA-
I[TOIIKOCTAAMHOBA e u3cnenoBaren U JIEKTOP C OTKPOSBAIIO CE NPUCHCTBUE
B ropemnocoyeHata obOiacT. Upe3 cBoute MyOJUKAIMU TS C€ MPEACTaBs KaTo
KOMITETEHTEH U 33]IbJI00YEeH MPOoPEeCHOHATUCT, POKYCUpaH BbPXY M3y4aBaHETO Ha
CEpPHO3HU HAay4YHH BBIIPOCH C MPUIOKHO 3HaueHue. OO0eMbT Ha HeilHaTa Hay4dHa
IPOJYKIUSA € JOCTaTh4YeH U ChC 3HAUUTENTHA HAy4YHa CTOMHOCT.

Karo uiien Ha xyputo cbM yOeneHa, ue Backa CranueBa-llonkocTannHoBa
OTTOBapsi Ha YCIOBMSTA 3a aKaJeMHYHA UTHXKHOCT ,.npodecop” B KOrozamanen
yHUBepcuTeT ,,Heobut Puicku” B mpodecronanno nampanieHue 3.4. Couuainu

nerinoctu (Ilcuxocoruanna pabota ¢ Jie1a) u a3 NoAKpEnsIM HEHHUS u300p.

Hara: 23.10.2019 UJieH Ha HAyYHOTO JKYpH.:
[Ipod. n-p Mapus Panesa



SOUTH-WEST UNIVERSITY “NEOFIT RILSKI”, BLAGOEVGRAD

SHORT REVIEW

Prepared by Prof. Dr. Marija Raleva, Head of the Department of Child and
Adolescent Psychiatry, University Clinic of Psychiatry — School of Medicine,
Skopje University “Ss. Cyril and Methodius”, member of the scientific jury in a
competition for occupying the academic position “Professor”, in the professional
field 3.4. Social activities (Psychosocial work with children), area 3. Social,
economic and legal sciences, announced by South-West University "Neofit Rilski"
in the State Gazette, Issue 52 of July 02, 2019

Associate Professor Dr. VASKA STANCHEVA-POPKOSTADINOVA
took part in the above competition. She received her doctoral degree in 1999, at
the Department of Psychiatry, Medical University, Sofia, with a dissertation on
“Psychosocial functioning of Families with Intellectually Disabled Child”. Vaska
Stancheva Popkostadinova holds a position of Associate Professor at the South-
West University "Neofit Rilski", Blagoevgrad since 2005, Faculty of Public Health
and Sport, teaching, doing research work, counselling and delivering courses to
undergraduate and graduate students, and from 2014 to the present she is a Head of
Department of Medical Social Sciences, at the same Faculty. She has been
teaching courses in Prevention of Violence, Mental Health Promotion and
Prevention of Mental Disorders, Social pedagogical interventions for victims of
violence, Psychopathology, Family Communication and Adaptation, Health
Policies of EU, Clinics of Intellectual Disabilities, Neuropsychology,
Implementation of EU policies for child protection in Bulgaria (Doctoral
education, SWU, Blagoevgrad).



This diverse and comprehensive scope of teaching subjects and research
makes her unique to implement public health approach and combine it with
multidisciplinary perspectives and cross-cultural comparisons in the field of social
psychiatry/mental health, psychology, special education and social work.

The strong teaching commitment of the applicant is also emphasized with
the guidance of graduates and PhD students (8 of them), peer-reviewer of the
Journal of Psychological thought (2013-2014), Journal of Intellectual Disability -

Diagnosis and Treatment (2014) and Psihiatria Danubina.

Vaska Stancheva Popkostadinova has also reviewed scientific papers for

th
acceptance at the 14 and the 15™ ISPCAN European Regional Conference on
Abuse and Neglect, held in Bucharest, Romania and in den Hague, The
Netherlands.

She was also a guest-editor of Practical Pediatrics, Issue on “Child abuse and
neglect”, Sofia, 2014 (in Bulgarian) and guest-editor (with Prof. Serenella Besio),

Today’s children — Tomorrow’s parents — Play and Children with Disabilities.

Stancheva-Popkostadinova has participated in 12 projects - 6 international (5
of which she is the head of for Bulgaria) and 6 national and university projects.
The candidate submitted 1 monograph, 10 scientific publications, referenced and
indexed in world-renowned scientific information databases, 27  articles and
reports published in non-refereed scientific peer-reviewed journals or in edited
collective volumes. Thirteen of publications are separate, 25 are co-authored, with
5 of them Stancheva-Popkostadinova being the first author. Twenty six of the
publications are in English. They are reflected in 50 citations - 26 in monographs
and collective volumes with scientific review, 22 in refereed and indexed scientific

journals.


http://www.lifescienceglobal.com/journals/journal-of-intellectual-disability-diagnosis-and-treatment
http://www.lifescienceglobal.com/journals/journal-of-intellectual-disability-diagnosis-and-treatment

The scientific papers that are submitted for this review characterize the
applicant primarily as an original researcher and competent social scientist, with a
comprehensive scope of interests and a considerable volume of scientific
production. The thematic orientation of Stancheva-Popkostadinova's publications
shows a clear consistency and purposefulness in the research searches. There is
also a link between the scientific and the applied nature of the topics being
developed, the ambition to respond to current problems in science and social
practice. Regardless of the variety of studies, the thematic works can be divided
into several areas: 1. psychosocial aspects of disabilities in children; 2. prevention
of violence against children and safeguarding children; and 3. public health and
mental health approach in social work.

Psychosocial aspects of disabilities in children is currently a leading
research topic in the work of Stancheva-Popkostadinova, presented in 24 of her
works. Although this topic is initiated early in her research work, present from her
doctoral thesis on “Psychosocial functioning of Families with Intellectually
Disabled Child”, it has been constantly developed and scaled up on the whole
range of quality of life of disabled children and their families, such as
understanding and helping families with intellectually disabled (ID) child, training
parents, collaboration between professionals and parents in the field of ID, and
analyzing the contextual varieties in support for families of children with ID in
Sweden, Serbia and Bulgaria. Play of children with disabilities has a major role in
Stancheva-Popkostadinova’s latest scientific interest (presented in 6 publications).
Play is regarded as an essential “true for all children, regardless of possible
impairments: all children can in fact play, if environmental and personal factors are
able to accommodate children with disabilities’ particular needs. And play is also a
very special and irreplaceable life context to foster true inclusion for children with

disabilities, since it provides opportunities to interacting with others, on the basis



of fun and reciprocal acceptance”. The monograph “Play Development in
Children with Disabilities” prepared by Besio, S., Bulgarelli, D., & Stancheva-
Popkostadinova, V. (Editors) (2017) is central to the specific field and latest
scientific activity of the candidate and her contribution represents her expert
knowledge of the characteristic of play of children with different forms of
disabilities. It demonstrates her scientific qualities to the greatest extent possible.
The main contribution of the work is: 1) Systematization of significant findings
concerning the relationship between different forms of disability and play
development, 2) collecting and systematizing the existing competences and skills
in the field of play for children with disabilities and disseminating the best
practices emerging from the joint effort of researchers, practitioners and users in a
cross cultural context. Several publications (3) reflect Stancheva-Popkostadinova’s
interest in interdisciplinary work on innovative implementation of new
technologies supporting play and playful activities of disabled children, a
prerequisite for the importance of play as an educational tool in children with
special learning needs, redesign of computer games for children with limited
physical skills intervention tool, as a way of enjoying leisure time, as a way of
socialization and inclusion among peers and in society. In summary, the
monograph work and other published studies in the field are distinguished by
theoretical, empirical and methodological contributions.

Prevention of violence against children and safeguarding children is also
widely represented among Stancheva-Popkostadinova’s further area of research,
reflected in 6 of her publications, with three main research focuses:

1. Analyzing policies and practices for prevention of violence against children;
2.Defining activities for child protection; and 3. Exploring opportunities towards a
Child Abuse and Neglect Surveillance System through Minimal Data Set. Of

particular relevance is the research on the scope of the problem of Child Abuse and



Neglect in Bulgaria, as well as prevalence of Adverse childhood experiences
among Bulgarian university students. The significance of the results is expected to
be reflected accordingly in the national strategy and action plan of the activities for
prevention of violence against children and activities for child protection on
national and regional level. The manual “Prevention of child abuse-
multidisciplinary perspective” is of a paramount significance in acquiring skills
and knowledge of the subject among helping professions. The candidate herself is
a committed advocate for a better CAN Surveillance System, which is applicable
through Minimal Data Set (CAN-MDS), preparing the Policy and Procedures
Manual.

The third area of Stancheva-Popkostadinova’s scientific interest, as well as
practice is through her research and teaching activities to build interdisciplinary
bridges and connections between social psychiatry/mental health, psychology,
special education and social work using public health approach, multidisciplinary
perspectives and cross-cultural comparisons. These tendencies are presented in
eight publications and books published in English and in Bulgarian.

The above-mentioned publications prove that through her research Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Vaska Stancheva-Popkostadinova: 1) Establishes and develops new
perspectives on social work, applies original strategies, approaches and methods of
research; 2) Enriches knowledge in various aspects of the problems studied;
3) Contributes to the application of scientific achievements in mental health, social
psychiatry, special education and social practice. It is also worth pointing out her

very serious teaching and mentoring commitment.

CONCLUSION:
The only candidate in the competition for professor in the specialty "Social

activities (Psychosocial work with children)”, at South-West University "Neofit



Rilski" VASKA STANCHEVA POP-KOSTADINOVA is a researcher and
lecturer with a prominent presence in the above mentioned field. Through her
publications, she introduces herself as a competent and in-depth professional,
focused on the study of serious scientific issues of applied importance. The volume
of her production is sufficient and of considerable scientific value.

As a member of the jury, I am convinced that Vaska Stancheva-
Popkostadinova is eligible for the academic position of "professor" at South-West
University "Neofit Rilski™ in professional direction 3.4. Social activities
(Psychosocial work with children), and | make a positive conclusion about her

choice.

Date: 25.10.2019 Member of the Jury:

Prof. Dr. Marija Raleva



