CTAHOBHIILIE

3a AucepTalMOHHUA TPYA Ha HHUKOJIAH AHTEJIOB IIEHKOB na tema:
wHdOBEKHT-MACA B ChBPEMEHHOTO OBIHIECTBO — CBIIIHOCT H
HOCUJIEJHUIIAN” 3a npuaoduBaHe HA 00pa30BaTeIHATA U HAYYHA CTENEeH
»dokTop”, Ilpodecnonanno Hampasiaenue 2.3 dPunocopus (CommanHa

dunocodus)

Ot npo¢., n¢pun UBanka CTprnoBa

|. Ouenka na kauecmeama na oucepmayuama

[MpennmoxkeHUAT 3a 0OCHXKIAAHE JTUCEPTAIMOHECH TPYA Ha JOKTOPAHT
Hukonait IlenkoB TemaTnuHo ¢Gokycupa mpobdiieMa 3a yoBeka-maca, 0a30BO
noHsiTue ot couuanHata guinocodus Ha Xoce-Oprera-u-I'acer. CMUCIOBUSIT
3apsll, KOMTO KpUE TOBa IMOHSITHE, MPOBOKHpPA MHOKECTBO MUCIMTENU 1A
O00EKTHBUPAT CBOATA MPEJCTaBa W TJIEJHA TOYKA 32 HETOBUSI CMHCHI, B HOBU
TEOpUU WJIM BapUAHTU Ha KIACUYECKUS BB3TJe] 3a YoBeka-maca. (OCHOBHU
OTOpH B W3CIEBAHUATA HA  YOBEKAa- Maca TMPEACTABIABAT MUCIHUTE W
u3BoauTe, Tpenaoxkenn ot Oprtera. ,,Macara € CbBKYHMHOCT OT Xopa 0e3
cnenuanda kBanudukanusa. He 6uBa moj Macu na pa3dbupaMe eIMHCTBEHO HIIH
TJIABHO ,,pa00THUYECKHTE Macu’. Maca ¢ ,,cpemHusAT 4oBek” /ByHTHT Ha
Macute, 1993, ctp.41/. U ome: ,, Maca e oH3U, KOHUTO TOpaau ONpeeaecHN
MPUYUHA HE 1IEHU COOCTBEHATa CH JIMYHOCT, a CE YyBCTBA ,,KATO BCUYKH U HE
Ce MPUTECHSBAa OT TOBa, JOOpPE My € M C€ YyBCTBA €IHAKBHB C OCTAaHAIHTE .
/Tlak Tam, ctp.42/. Hanmcanoro ot Optera mpeau gocTa TOAWHHU OTpa3sBa
MPOIIECUTE W TCHICHIIMUTE OT OHOBA BpEMe, a IOMUHAHTATa B OOIIECTBOTO Ha

CpeHUsl YOBEK, TpaHCHPOPMHUpPAH 3aKOHOMEPHO OT MPOMEHUTE HA COLUYyMa,



JaBa BH3MOXKHOCT Ja C€ MPOCIEAN IBIKCHHETO M HOBUTE IIPUXH, KOUTO CE
n00aBsIT ¥ HACTHIIBAT B 00pa3a Ha CPEIHUS YOBCK.

Jucepranmonnuar tpyn Ha Hukomaii L[eHKOB € MOCBETEH KakTO Ha
KJITAaCUYEeCKUs TeKCT Ha OpTera, Taka U Ha MPOCKIUUATE HA BOJCIIOTO ITOHSATHE
B CBBPEMEHHOCTTAa M  HIOAHCUTE, KOMTO 3aKOHOMEPHO C€ TOSBSBAT KaTO
CIICICTBHE HA TPOMCHHUTE B COIIMyMa. TEKCTHT HaA JUcCepTalsaTa €
pa3paboTeH B V600, mpu enasu, 3axmoyeHue u u3noI36aHa aUMepamypa.
Yeoobm odopMs pamkara Ha Wu3CIEIBAHETO — Gopmyrupa ce yeama,
3a0auume, obexma u npeomema. Dopmyrupanu ca u HAKOIKO PAOOMHU
xunome3su. O1ie OT HAYAJIHUTE CTPAHUIM Ha JucepTanusTa, [[eHKkoB mpaBu He
IIPOCTO UCTOPUYESCKH TIPETJIe] Ha CHIIHOCTTA U XapaKTEPUCTUKHUTE Ha YOBEKa-
Maca, a TPEANOCTaBs CHINECTBYBAHETO MYy H B CHBPEMEHHOCTTa 4pe3
npocieasiBaHe Ha TpolecH W (akTopu, KOWTO Ch3JaBaT U YTBBPXKIaBarT,

IMPOU3BCIKAAT U BB3IMMPOU3BCIKIAAT CPCAHHA YOBCK U JHCC.

Upes BekTOpa, HACOUYEH KbM CHBPEMEHHOCTTA, l[eHKOB mpaBu Temara
Ha JaucepranusATra He 0030pHa W 0O0bpHATA KbM MHUHAJIOTO, a4 aKTyaJlHa U C
M3KIIIOUMTENICH 3apsia. ABTOpbhT Habmsra M Ha (hakTa, 4e MO3HABAHETO Ha
0COOEHOCTUTE HA CHBPEMEHHHS YOBEK-Maca MOXE Jla MOCTYXKHU 3a OTIpPaBHA
TOYKAa B XapaKTEPU3UPAHETO U HA BB3MOXKHUTE CIEACTBHUS OT HETOBOTO
arpecMBHO IPUCHCTBUE.

Axko 3a obexm Ha uscienBaneto LleHKOB ompenens ,,TUTIONOTHUSITA Ha
CHBPEMEHHHS UYOBEK-Maca KaTo COIWalieH W KyiaTypeH (eHoMeH”, To
npedmemsm Ha U3CIEBaHe KOHKpETH3npa (PYHKIIMUTE HA YOBEKA Maca JIHEC —
KaTo MKOHOMUYECKH areHT, KaTo ¢urypa Ha BiIacT M Karo nedopmartop Ha
nH(OpPMAITMOHHATA W KYATypHa cpena. ABTOPBT (QopMynHupa M HIKOJIKO
xunome3u, 4UATO (YHKIMOHATHOCT TOM  TpoBepsiBa B IMpoleca Ha

HU3CJICABAHCTO. CDYHKI_[I/II/ITG Ha 90BCKa-Maca, BbPXY KOHUTO € CbCPCAOTOYCHO



W3CJIEIBAHETO, Ca KIIOYHT 3a MPOCIEASBAaHE HA COLMAIHUTE MOCICAUIU OT
HeoMacoBH3alusITa. Te BOJAAT CHOTBETHO KbM TPHU TOJIEMH TPYNH SBICHUS:
eTaTu3alys, aBTOPUTAPU3HM U ,,IEXYMAHU3AIMS " Ha U3KYCTBOTO.

BbvB Qoxyca Ha nwpsa enasa Jlcuxonocuuecku meopuu 3a yoeexa
Mmaca u macume” ¢ pa3dupaHeTO 3a YOBEKa —Maca KaTo MPOU3BOJHA Ha
camara 4JoBellika rnpupojaa. Criopes Ta3u rpyrna TeOpUH MpOU3X0IbT Ha MACUTE
Kato OOIIECTBEHO SIBJICHWE € 3aBUCUM OT IICUXOJIOTUYECKH (akTopu;
KOPEHUTE Ha YOBEKa-Maca ca TMOJAXpPAaHBAaHU OT WHCTUHKTH, HAroHu U
HECh3HABAHU TCUXUYHMU TMpolecu. TyKk ca HaMepwid MsSICTO BB3IJICAUTE
I'ycrag JIboOoH, ["abpuen Tapa, 3urmynn @porin u Ennac Kanern.

Bmopa enasa ,,Axcuonocuuecku Konyenyuu 3a macume* ce CBbp3Ba C
U3JIM3aHETO OT TICUXOJOTH3UPAHETO MPU UHTEPIPETANUUTE HA YOBEKa-Maca U
opopMsSHETO Ha HOBaTa IIEHHOCTHA TJeAHAa TO4YKa, Cbh3AajcHa oT
COLIMOKYJITYpHUTE  JeTepMUHAHTH.  HamyckaHero  Ha  OTKPOBEHOTO
NICUXOJIOTU3UPAHE W BKIIFOYBAHETO HA OIEHBYHH KOMIIOHEHTH, MPOBOKUpA U
TEPMHUHOJIOTUYHUTE  TpaHchopMalmMu — OT ThINAa KbM Maca. 3a Ja ce
OpUEHTHUpPA CPEIHUS YOBEK KbM BapHaHT Ha YOBEK Maca, TOW TpsOBa na ce
IpeHaMepHu, J1a Ce MPEOTKpHUe B MpaBWiiaTa Ha LIEHHOCTHATa OPHEHTALUS U
BOJICIIIUTE, CHHXPOHHU HAa BPEMETO  COIMAJIHU, MOJUTHYECKH U KYJITYpPHH
npeanoctaBku. BwB Bb3rneaute Ha  Optera, Xana Apent, Epux ®pom u
@pankdyprckaTa IMIKOJIa €€ MPOKPAABAT 3aIJIaXUT€ OT arpecCUBHOTO
HacThIIBAHE HAa YOBEKA Maca, KbJAETO JAOMHUHHpA H3BEJeHaTa N0 CTaHAapT
CPEIHOCT, a BojemnaTa Gurypa € ,,laManaypa’ , CbBKYITHOCT OT IIaMaHIYpH,
TJIACKAHU OT BITHpa U BhIHUTE /ByHTHT Ha Macure, 42/.

Tpema 2nasa ,,Hoeekvm-maca 6 cvépemeHHOmMoO 00uecmeo*, cropen
MEH, € OpUrMHajHaTa, aBTOPCKA M MPHUHOCHA YacT KbM LIEJIOCTTa Ha
nucepranuara. Tyk aBTOpbBT pas3rpblia ,,TBOPUYECKUTE HAMEPEHHS Ha YOBEKa
Maca”’ M CbBpPEMEHHOCTTa. PasrnenaH B mOposBUTE My B TpuU OOJACTU -

HNKOHOMHKA, IIOJIMTHKA MW KYJITypad, aBTOPBT HM3CJICABA OHC3M HAJINYHU



TEHACHITNH, KOUTO MOPAK/IAT, IPOU3BEKAAT U BH3MPOU3BEKAAT XapaKTEPHUTE,
CHIIIHOCTHUTE YEPTH Ha Macara, KOuTo, ocBeH Oprtera, mu3cieaBaT W APYTH
TEOPETHIIM Ha COLMAIHHUTE mpolecu. KoHcymaTopckaTa cTpacT Ha Macara,
pasmojaraiia chC Cpe/CTBa U BpeMe, 3aKOHOMEPHO Ce CIUTUTA C aMOUIIMHTE 32
BJIACT U CUMYJIMPAHETO Ha TIOCTIKEHUS Ha W3KYCTBOTO W KYJITypaTra B €IHH
MMUTATUBCH, KOJIAXEH acIleKT. Macu BCBITHOCT HsSMa, 3all0TO BCHYKH Ca
maca. YoBekbT-Maca riacyBa 3a cebe cu, uzbupa cebenogoOHu.  HoBust
CTaHJapT Ha MHUCJICHE Ha MacoBHsS YOBEK, KOWTO, pa3bupa ce, XpaHU
MHOXKECTBO WIIFO30PHU TMPEJCTaBH, 3aIBJIOOYEHO AaHAIU3UPAHH OIIe OT
KiaacuiuTe. B o0jacTTa Ha M3KYCTBOTO HACTHIIBA TOTAJHA JIEXyMAaHHU3AIUs U
JOMUHAHTa Ha Kymmypama Ha Koaaxca. HacTepmBa BpeMeTro Ha
NPUBUIHOCTUTE - TPUBUIHO OPUTHHAIHO MPOU3BEJICHHUE € caMo Io cebe cu
NpOAYyKT Ha (HE)NpHW3HATO 3aMMCTBaHE WM 3aeMmaHe. KomakHara KynTypa
OoTpHyYa IO CHINECTBO paJUKaTHATa HOBOCT. TBBpAM, Y€ HHUIIO HE €
opurvHaiHO. [IpHHIMITHO CHIECTBYBaHETO Ha YOBEKa-maca € He IMO-Mallko
UMHUTATHBHO.

B Ta3u riaBa meHHUSAT MOMEHT, OCBEH YOCJHUTEIHATA aHAIMTUYHA YaCT,
€ TIPeIyNPEKICHUETO 32 OBJICIINTE IMOCICICTBUSA OT JOMUHAHTATA HA CPEIHUS
YOBEK, Ha yIOOHOTO THP)KECTBO HA Macara HaJ MHCICIINTE U TBOPUYCCKUTE

Xopa.

1. Ouenka na asmopegpepama, npunocu, nyonukayuu

Jokropant Hwukomait I[leHkoB e HAIPaBUII nobpe moapeacH
aBTopedepar /c HE3HAUMTETHU TPEIIKH/, KOWTO TMPEACTaBs H3YEPIATEITHO
IUCEpPTAllMOHHUA TpyA. Aemopegepamvm Ha JIuUcepTalusITa  ClelBa
KOMIIO3UIIMOHHATAa U ChIbpKATEIHATA CTPYKTypa Ha OCHOBHHS TEKCT, KaTo
Ce MPEACTaBAT HUAEUTE B AHOTATUBEH BHUJ, C aKLIEHT KbM HaN-ChIIECTBEHOTO
oT Tekcta. [{ucepranusta e paspadoreHa Ha 286 cTaHAAPTHU MAIIMHOMHMCHU

CTpaHUIH, JIUTEPATYPHUTE U3TOUHUIM ca 157, oT kouto 85 Ha ObaArapcku, 72



HAa  YYXKIU €3UId U 8 WHTEPHET M3TOYHWKA. L[eHKOB € mpemcTaBwil mpu
npuHoca B CBOSITA AUCEpTalysi, KOUTO  OTpa3sBaT pEaTHO TO3UTHBHUTE
KauecTBa HAa TEKCTa: CHUCTEMATHYHOTO TIPEACTABIHE HA TOAXOJUTE KbM
BOJICIITUTE TEOPUHU 3a MACHTE,MHOTOACTIEKTCH aHAIM3 M XapaKTepH3UpaHe Ha
YOBEKa-Maca /KIaCHYECKH BapUaHT U CBBPEMEHEH o0pa3/, MPeaJIOKEHUTE
cormanHopuiaocopcku  pemieHuss B TOCOKa  NPEOAOJsBaHE  Ha
HeoMacU(pUKAIMITA KaTO SBJICHUE B ChbBPEMEHHOTO OOIIECTBO. ABTOPBHT MMa

6 nybaukayuu 10 TEMaTa Ha IUCEPTALIUATA.

1. ITonoswcumennu kauecmea na mexcma

1. JIucepTalluOHHMAT TPYJ aTeCTUpa epyaupaH H3clea0oBaTesl, KOWUTO
OTTOBOPHO € MOJXOJWJI KbM H30paHaTa TemMa W s € pa3paboTui Ha
n00po HayyHO paBHuIle. [IbpBHUTE IBE IJIaBU ca KYJITYPHO MPEICTaBeH
CUHTE3 Ha OCHOBHHUTE TEOPUHU 3a YOBEKa-maca, 0a3upaHu Ha KyJITOBOTO
npousBenenue Ha Oprera.

2. Temara Ha AucepTanuATa € W3KIIOYUTENHO aKTyalHa, B OMMUTA Ja ce
TIOKa)ke HaJU4YuMeTO Ha TMOAXOJdlla XpaHUTEIHAa cpeaa 3a
CBHIIECTBYBAHETO Ha CHBPEMEHHHMS 4YOBEK-Maca. BpblmaneTto Ha
(GyHKIIMOHAIHATA TIPUCIIOCOOMMOCT Ha YOBEKa maca MpPOCTO MOKAa3Ba,
4ye TOM HUKOTa HE € HaIlyCKas YOBEIIKOTO o0IIecTBo. B chBpeMeHHUTE
CH MPOSIBH € MPUI00MIT aJaNTUBHU YMEHHS, Upe3 KOUTO C€ BIHUBA B
0OIIIECTBOTO U CE JISTUTUMHUPA KAaTO a/ICKBaTHATA YacCT.

3. TekcTbT Ha aAmcepTanusATa € HamWcaH Ha pa30upaeM, YETUBEH U
NPAaBWICH €3UK — T0OBP aTecTaT 3a OSTCTBO OT CPETHOCTTA. ..

4. Tpera rnaBa, cnopeJ MEH , € IPUHOCHATA, KPUTUYHATA U C TBOPUYECKH
3apsii — TBPCEHETO Ha CJIEACTBUATA U ,,HA TBOPUECKHS aHTUIOT , CPEILY
JIOMUHAHTUTE HA CPEJTHUS YOBEK.

5. llenusaT aucepTalMoOHEH TEKCT € KOMIIAKTHO HW3CJIe/IBaHE, Pa3rbpHATO

a0 ABTOpCKa IIO3MLMA, C H3Ppa3C€HO TBOPYCCKO KW YOBCHIKO



OE3MOKOMCTBO 3a OBJEHIETO Ha COIUMyMa, NOpeaynpexicHue 3a
orpoMHaTa KpH3a Ha [IEHHOCTHAaTa CHCTeMa W ThPCEHE Ha
ONTUMHUCTHYCH M3XOJl Ype3 peaHUMHUpaHE Ha MCTUHCKHUTE, TBOPUYECKH,

OPUTIHHAJIHHA HCHHOCTHU U TCXHUTC HOCHUTCIIMH...

3AKTIOYEHUE

B mucepranmonnus tpya Ha Hukonaih LleHKOB  yCmemHO € M3IbIHUI
npeABapUTEIHO HaOeNsA3aHUTE W3CJIEAOBATEJICKM L€ W 3ajJadd, a
NPEJI0KEHUTE XUIOTE3U Ca HAMEPWIM J0Ka3aTelicTBaTa CH B Ipolleca Ha
u3clieBaHeTo. B pesynTar € aBTOpPBT € Ch3han TEOpPEeTUUYEH TPYI, C IEHHH
U3BOJIM, TIPETIOPBKA W TPEAYNPEKJICHHS  OTHOCHO  IIEJOCTTa U
(YHKIIMOHAIHOCTTA HAa COLIMYMa, B JIOMHHHpAIaTa Ccpella Ha 4YOoBeKa-Maca.
TpynsT, ciopen MeH, TpsOBa Aa Oble MyOJIUKyBaH KaToO MOHOTpadus U HE ce
ChbMHSIBaM, Y€ 1116 HAMEPU CBOUTE YUTaTeM. KOMIIJIMMEHTH 3a THCEPTAHTA U
HETOBUSI HAYYEH PHKOBOAUTEI.

Ha ocnoeanue na 0oope KoHcmpyupanus OucepmayuoHen mekcm u
uzeparxcoanemo Ha  O0ANAHCUPAHO  6KTI0Y6AHEe HA mMpume Yacmu u
6b30CH06A HA Kauecmeama Ha oucepmauuama /ueau, 3a0a4u, Xunomesu,
aHaAU3U,NPOZHO3U, NPpenopvKu /, yoedeno 2nacysam c /A 3a npucvicoane
Ha ob6pazoeamennama u Hayuna cmenen ,0okmop”, na HHKOJIAH
AHTEJIOB IEHKOB ¢ Ilpogecuonanno nanpagnenue 2.3. Qunocopusn

(Couuanna ¢unocogpus)

12 wnu 2021 npogh.o¢pn Heanka Cmwovnosa






OPINION

Of the Dissertation Thesis
of NIKOLAI ANGELOV TSENKOV
entitled "MASS MAN IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY - ESSENCE AND
CONSEQUENCES"
for Acquiring the Educational and Scientific degree "Doctor",
Professional field 2.3 Philosophy (Social philosophy)

from Prof. DSc Ivanka Stapova

I. Evaluation of the qualities of the dissertation

The dissertation thesis of the doctoral student Nikolay Tsenkov proposed for
discussion thematically focuses on the problem of mass-man, a basic concept of the social
philosophy of Jose-Ortega-y-Gasset. The semantic content carried by this concept provokes
many thinkers to objectify their idea and point of view related to its meaning, in new theories
or versions of the classical view of mass-man. The mainstays in the research of mass-man are
the thoughts and conclusions proposed by Ortega. "The mass is a group of people without
special qualification. Thinking of masses we should not understand only or mainly "working
masses”. Mass is the "average man" /The Revolt of the Masses, 1993, p.41/. And more: "Mass
is the one who, due to certain reasons, does not value his own personality, but feels "like
everyone else” and does not worry about it, he is well and feels the same as the others.” /1bid.,
p. 42/. What Ortega wrote many years ago reflects the processes and trends of his time, and
the dominance in the society of the average person, naturally transformed by the changes in
society, makes it possible to trace the movement and the new features that are added and
occur in the image of the average person.

Nikolay Tsenkov's dissertation thesis is dedicated to both - the classical text of Ortega
and the projections of the leading concept in modernity and the nuances that naturally appear
as a consequence of the societal changes. The text of the dissertation is developed in an
Introduction, three chapters, a Conclusion and References. The Introduction forms the
framework of the research — here the goal, the tasks, the object and the subject are formulated.
Several working hypotheses are also formulated. From the first pages of the dissertation,
Tsenkov offers not only a historical overview of the nature and characteristics of the mass-
man, but presupposes his existence in modern times by tracing the processes and factors that
create and affirm, produce and reproduce the average person today. Through the vector aimed
at the present, Tsenkov makes the topic of the dissertation not an overview which faces the
past, but something very topical containing an exceptional charge. The author also
emphasizes the fact that the knowledge of the peculiarities of the modern mass-man can serve
as a starting point in the characterization of the possible consequences of his aggressive
presence.

If Tsenkov defines as the object of the study "the typology of modern mass-man as a
social and cultural phenomenon”, then the subject of the study specifies the functions of mass-
man today - as an economic agent, as a figure of power and as a deformer of information and
cultural environment. The author formulates several hypotheses, the functionality of which he
tests in the process of research. The functions of mass-man on which the study focuses are the
key to tracing the social consequences of neo-massification. They lead, respectively, to three
major groups of phenomena: state control, authoritarianism, and the "dehumanization™ of art.



The focus of the first chapter "Psychological Theories of Mass-man and the Masses" is
the understanding of mass-man as a derivative of human nature itself. According to this group
of theories, the origin of the masses as a social phenomenon depends on psychological
factors; the roots of man-mass are nourished by instincts, impulses, and unconscious mental
processes. The views of Gustave LeBron, Gabriel Tarde, Sigmund Freud and Elias Canetti are
discussed here.

The second chapter, "Axiological Concepts of the Masses," deals with the departure
from psychologization of the mass-man interpretations and the formation of the new value
point of view created by sociocultural determinants. The abandonment of outright
psychologization and the inclusion of evaluative components provokes the terminological
transformations - from crowd to mass. In order for the average person to orient himself to a
variant of mass-man, he must rediscover himself, to find himself anew amidst the rules of
value orientation and the leading, synchronous to time social, political and cultural
preconditions. In the views of Ortega, Hannah Arendt, Erich Fromm and the Frankfurt School
creep in the threats of the aggressive onslaught of the masses, dominated by the standard, and
the leading figure is the "buoy", a collection of buoys driven by wind and waves /The Revolt
of the Maeses, p. 42/.

The third chapter "The Mass-Man in Contemporary Society”, in my opinion, is the
original, authorial and contributing part to the integrity of the dissertation thesis. Here the
author unfolds the “creative intentions of the mass-man" in modernity. Considering his
manifestations in three areas - economics, politics and culture, the author explores those
available trends that generate, produce and reproduce the characteristic, essential features of
the mass, which, in addition to Ortega, are explored by other theorists of social processes. The
consumer passion of the mass, which has the means and time, naturally intertwines with the
ambitions for power and the simulation of the achievements of art and culture in an imitative,
collage aspect. There are actually no masses, because everyone is a mass. The mass-man
votes for himself, he chooses his peers. The new standard of thinking of the mass-man, which,
of course, feeds on many illusory notions, thoroughly analyzed by the classics. In the field of
art there is a total dehumanization and the dominant culture of collage. There comes the time
of appearances - a seemingly original work is in itself a product of (un) recognized borrowing
or borrowing. Collage culture essentially denies the radical novelty. It claims that nothing is
original. In principle, the existence of the mass-man is no less imitative.

In this chapter, the valuable element, apart from the convincing analytical part, is the
warning about the future consequences of the dominance of the average person, of the
convenient celebration of the masses over thinking and creative people.

I1. Evaluation of the Abstract, contributions, publications

PhD student Nikolay Tsenkov has managed to complete a well-arranged Abstract
/with minor errors/, which presents comprehensively the dissertation thesis. The Abstract of
the dissertation traces the compositional and content structure of the main text, presenting the
ideas in an annotative form, with an emphasis on the most important of the text. The
dissertation is developed on 286 standard typewritten pages, the literary sources are 157, of
which 85 in Bulgarian, 72 in foreign languages and 8 internet sources. Tsenkov presented
three contributions in his dissertation, which reflect the really positive qualities of the text: the
systematic presentation of approaches to the leading theories of the masses, multifaceted
analysis and characterization of mass-man /classical version and modern image/, the proposed
socio-philosophical solutions to overcome neomassification as a phenomenon in modern
society. The author has 6 publications on the topic of the dissertation.

I11. Positive qualities of the text



1. The dissertation attests an erudite researcher who has approached with
responsibility the chosen topic and developed it at a good scientific level. The first two
chapters are a culturally presented synthesis of the basic theories of mass-man, based on the
cult work of Ortega.

2. The topic of the dissertation is extremely relevant, in an attempt to prove the
existence of a suitable nutrient medium for the existence of modern mass-man. The return of
the functional adaptability of man to the mass simply shows that he has always been present
in human society. In his modern manifestations he has acquired adaptive skills, through which
he integrates within society and legitimizes himself as the adequate part.

3. The text of the dissertation is written in understandable, readable and correct
language - a good certificate for escape from the average...

4. The third chapter, in my opinion, is the contribution, the critical and with a creative
charge - the search for the consequences and the “creative antidote™ against the dominants of
the average person.

5. The whole dissertation is a compact study, developed to the point of the author's
position, with expressed creative and human concern for the future of society, warning of the
great crisis of the value system and search for an optimistic outcome by reviving true,
creative, original values and their carriers. ..

CONCLUSION

In his dissertation thesis Nikolay Tsenkov has successfully fulfilled the previously set
research goals and objectives, and the proposed hypotheses have found their evidence in the
research process. As a result, the author has created a theoretical work with valuable
conclusions, recommendations and warnings about the integrity and functionality of society,
in an environment dominated by mass-man. The work, in my opinion, should be published as
a monograph and I have no doubt that it will find its readers. Compliments to the dissertation
and its supervisor.

Based on the well-constructed dissertation text and the construction of a balanced
exposition of the three parts and based on the qualities of the dissertation /goals, tasks,
hypotheses, analyses, forecasts, recommendations/, | strongly vote YES for awarding the
educational and scientific degree ""Doctor’ of NIKOLAY ANGELOV TSENKOQV in
Professional field 2.3. Philosophy (Social philosophy)

June 12, 2021 Prof. DSc lvanka Stapova



