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I. CTpykTypa 4 OCHOBHM NPO0JIEMHO-TEMATHYHH 110J1€TA B TUCEPTANMOHHUS TPY/

Hucepranmsita Ha Hwukonaii IleHKOB € mOCBeTeHa Ha TeMaTa 3a €BEHTyaJlHaTa
MacuuKanus Ha CbBPEMEHHHUS YOBEK OT Kpas Ha XX u Haudanoto Ha XXI Bek. llenta nHa
JMCepTAIMOHHUA TPY/ € J1a JOKa)ke HaJM4YMeTO Ha YOBEKa-Maca B HACTOSIIETO, KaTo aKIEHTHpa
BbPXY CXOJICTBaTa MEKJIy MacOBHS YOBEK, [OCTaBEH B IEHTbPAa Ha MHOXECTBO 3HAYMMHU
TEOpeTU3allMd OT MHUHAIMS BEK, U HEroBHUs CHBPEMEHEH aHaJlol M OTTaM Ja aHalu3upa
HACTOSIIIIUTE M3MEpPEHUs Ha YOBEKa-Maca, KaKTO M Ja pa3KpHe HOBH COIHAIHO-(PHIOCO(CKH
ACMeKTH Ha MOCJIEIUIUTE OT JHEIIHATa HeoMacupUKalus.

JlucepTalilmOHHUAT TPyA € B 00eM oT 286 CTaHIapTHU CTPAHUIU U C€ CHCTOU OT YBOJI, TPU
TJIaBH, 3aKJIIoueHue u Oubnuorpadusi, KosITo BKIOYBA noBede oT 150 u3rouHuka, rojasma 4acT
OT KOUTO Ha aHTJUICKHU €3UK.

B VYBoga ce Habmsira BppXy akTyaJlHOCTTa Ha U3CJEBAHETO, MPEACTABEHU Ca LIETHTE,
3amaunTe, OOCKTa W MeToAMTe Ha Tpyda. Tyk e dopmynupaHa W paboTHaTa XWIIOTE3a Ha
JTUCEepTALMATa, pa3rbpHaTa OT JOKTOpPaHTa B TPU OCHOBHHU MOATE3U — @ UMEHHO, Y€ OCHOBHUTE
MpUYMHUA 3a OE3MOKoMcTBaTa HA HACTOSIIETO TpsOBAa Ja ce€ TBhPCAT B  SBICHUETO
,2HeoMacu(puKaus, 4e B HAIIETO BPEME CE€ pa3BUBAT XapaKTEpPHU 3a BH3X0Ja Ha YOBEKa-maca
OT TMPEIUIIHUS BEK COLMAIHU MPOLECH M SABJICHUS KaTo eTaThu3Ma, aBTOpUTApU3MA U
JNeXyMaHU3ausATa Ha U3KYCTBOTO M € J0 roJisIMa CTEMEH YOBEKbT-MACa € U3MECTUI COLUATHUTE

CJINTHU, KOCTO KPpUC CHUICCTBCHU PUCKOBC 3a 6’B,Z[GIJ.ICTO.



N3noxenure XUnoTe3u ca pa3BUTH U apryMEHTHPAHU B TPUTE IJIaBU HA JUCEPTALIUSATA.
[IvpBa rnaBa aHanu3upa MCUXOJIOTHUYECKUTE — WM aHTPOIIOJIOTMUYECKH — TEOPUHU BbPXY MAaCHUTE,
KaTo C NOHATHSATA ,,JICHXOJIOTHYECKU U ,,aHTPONOJIOTMYECKHU JOKTOPAHTHT THUIOJOTU3UPA
KOHIICTIIINH, KOUTO PA3IJICKIAaT YOBEKa-Maca KaTo aHTPOTIOJOTUYEH KOHCTPYKT, MPOU3TUYAI] OT
camara 4OBelIKa MPUPOJa, U THPCAT MPOM3X0Ja HA MAaCUTE B TCHXOJIOTUYECKU (DAKTOPH KaTo
WHCTUHKTH, HATOHU W HECh3HABAaHU NCUXHWYHHU MpOLeCcH. B Ta3u rpyma ca BKIIOYEHU TEOPUUTE
Ha ['ycraB JIbo6oH, ["abpuen Tapn, 3urmyna @poiin u Enuac Kanern.

Bropa riaBa e mocBereHa Ha ,,aKCHOJIOTUYECKUTE' TEOPUH BBPXY doBeka-maca. C To3u
TEPMUH JOKTOPAHTHT JAehUHUPA UHTEPIPETAIIUUTE BbPXY MACOBHUS YOBEK HAa MHUCIUTEIN KAaTO
Xoce Oprera-u-I'acetr, Xana Apent, Epux ®pom, Xepbept Mapkyze u Teonop AZOpHO, KOUTO B
reHe3rca Ha MacUTe BIDKIAT CUMIITOM 3a MaTOJIOTHUTE B PA3BUTHETO HA MOJIEpHATa enoxa. Tyk
TpsiOBa 1a ce€ TMOCOYM, Y€ JOKTOPAaHTHT HE TPEACTaBs JBaTa THIA TEOPUU KAaTo
B3aMMOM3BKITIOYBAIIM CE, & B KOHTEKCTa HAa TEXHUTE CJIOKHHU TPETUIMTAHUS MpoOIeMaTusupa
BBIIPOCAa KAKTO 3a YCTOMYMBHUTE YepTH, Taka MU 3a TpaHchopmalMuTe Ha YOBEKa-maca B
KOHKPETHKAaTa Ha ChbBPEMEHHATa COLIMAJIHA PEATHOCT.

be3cropHo mpHHOCHATa 4YacT OT AMCEpPTALMATA IPEACTaBlisABa TpeTa riasa: ,,JOBEKbT
Maca B CBHBPEMEHHOTO o0OmiecTBO“. B Hes Hail-Beue mpe3 mpu3Mara Ha KIACHYECKOTO
npousBenenne Ha Xoce Oprera-u-lI'acer ,,byHThT Ha Mmacute LleHKOB mpokapBa xumoTe3aTa 3a
HacTosiusl TpuyMd Ha Macute B cdepara Ha MKOHOMHKATa, TMOJUTHKATa M KyaTypaTta. B
I'bPBUTE JBa Maparpada Ha riasara: ,,YoBekbT-Maca B MKOHOMHUKaTa*“ u ,,JOBEKbT-Maca KaTo
¢durypa Ha Biact™ TOW aHAJIM3MpA CHbBPEMEHHUTE TEHACHIIMM KbM €TaTHU3bM B MKOHOMHKATA U
aBTOPUTAPU3BM B IOJUTHUKATA, KOHCYMATHBHOTO OTHOILIEHHWE KbM CBETa, T'OCIOJACTBOTO Ha
TEXHUKATa M TEXHOJOTHMYHUS CBETOTJIE], MOJAMSHATa Ha LIEHHOCTUTE B IIOJIMTUKAaTa C
MOJUTUYECKM MHUTOBE M Kiumera. W ako pascexaeHusita Ha LleHKOB 1O OTHOIIEHHE Ha
MKOHOMHUKATa M MOJIMTUKATa c€ MPUAbPKAT KbM aKUeHTUTe Ha Oprera, OTKpUBAKU aHAJIOTHHU
MEXK]ly OIMCaHaTa OT Hero cuTyanus B EBpomna oT Ha4aJloTO Ha MUHAJIMS BEK U HAIIETO BpPEME,
TO yacTTa ,,YoBekbT-Maca: AepopmaTop Ha nHHOPMALIMOHHATA U KyATypHA cpelia’ IeMOHCTpUpa
OpUTHHAJIEH aBTOPCKU TOJXOJ MpU 0OrOBapsHETO HA XapaKTEPHU 32 ChBPEMEHHOCTTA SIBJICHHS
OT poja Ha (alIIMBUTE HOBUHU, MTOHATHETO MOCT-UCTUHA, KOJIAXKHATA KYITYypa, U34e3BaHETO HA
OPUTMHAJHOCTTAa U TBOPYECTBOTO B M3KYCTBOTO. BbBEKJaHETO HA TEMUTE 3a Pa30MarbOCBaHETO

Ha C€3HMKa, 3a I/IH(I)OpMaI_II/IOHHOTO NpCHACUIIAaHC, KOHHOCUTYAJIU3UPAHO OT HOOKTOpPAHTa 4YpE3



TEpMUHA HA ,,yHUBEPCATHOTO MBJIYaHUE™, 32 KYJITypaTa Ha JIbXxara, JepUHIpaHa KaTo KyJaTypa
Ha OTCHCTBAIl]a MCTHHA W TPEJICTABSIHETO HAa TE€3M COLMATHH (PEHOMEHH KaTO CHUMITOMHU Ha
JHEIIHAaTa HeoMacU(UKalus MPEACTaBiIsiBa OCHOBHO M 3HAYUMO IOCTM)KEHHE Ha
JcepTalMOHHUA TpyA. B moakpena Ha Te3ara cu 3a €THOBpPEMEHHATa YCTOMYMBOCT Ha KOHIENTa
,,dOBEK-Maca““, HO M 3a ONAacHHUTE TpaHc(opMalyyu Ha HETOBUTE NMPOCKIHHA B CHBPEMEHHOCTTA
IlenkoB TBBpAU cienHOTO: ,,IIpe3 mo-roasimata yacT oT 20-TM BEK KOMYHUKAIIMOHHUSAT MOJYC,
KOWTO JIbprKellle MacuTe B HEBEJCHHUE U TOBA I'M IPaBelle JIECHU 32 MaHUITYJIHpPaHe, CE ChCTOEIIEe
B JedunuTa Ha WH(OpPMAaLMsS U OTpaHMYEHUTE CIIOCOOM 3a HEWHOTO MpelaBaHE U MpUEMaHe.
JlHemHuAT neH obade cperia ChIIOTO SBJIEHHE, HO C 00paTeH 3HaK — XurnepuHdopmanusTa u
HeuzueprnaeMuaT HaOoOp OT METOJM U amapaTh J0BeJoXa 0 KacupaHe Ha CIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha
a/IeKBaTHO BB3NPUATHE U OLIEHKA. 3a]] BCsIKa ,,MICTUHA™ CTOU Jpyra ,ucTuHa®. (c. 118)

II. HayyHu NpUHOCH HA AUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYI

C ornen Ha Ka3aHOTO KaTo MPUHOCHM Ha W3CIEABAHETO MOra Ja OIpenels
aKTyalM3UpaHETO Ha €HAa OT Hali-BIMATEIHUTE KOHLENIMM B 00JacTTa Ha COLMAIHATA MHCHI
Ha 20. Bek — Ta3u Ha Oprera-u-I'acer BbpXy MacoBHUSI HYOBEK — M JHArHOCTHUIMPAHETO HA
ChbBpEMEHHATa COLIMAJIHA PEaNHOCT 4pe3 Hed. Tyk € HeoOXoIuMo Ja ce MOCouH, 4ye MOJ0OHO
eKCTparorpaHe Ha TeopusTa Ha Oprera KbM HallaTa CbBPEMEHHOCT HE IPEJCTABIIABA CAMOLIEIL.
Upes pedekcunte cu BbpXy YOBEKa-Maca U (PaKTOpUTE, KOMTO F€HEpUpaT TO3U YOBELIKU THII,
JOKTOPAHTHT HE IPOCTO HpPEJCTaBs MpeodiasaBallluTe Harjacu Ha CbBPEMEHHOCTTA, HO U —
nofoOHo Ha Oprera — aHauu3upa TPEBOTUTE U HENOCTAThLUTE Ha HallaTa eroxa,
Ipeaynpex/iaBa 3a OMAaCHOCTUTE, KOUTO CTOST Hpei Hesl M He Ha IMOCIEIHO MACTO Habems3Ba
BB3MOKHHU pEIleHHs 3a MPeoJoisiBaHe Ha HeOMAacU(UKAIUATA KaToO SIBJIEHUE B ChbBPEMEHHOTO
00111eCcTBO.

II1. Bbiipocu u penopsbKu

KBM nO0KTOpaHTa IMaM CIIETHUTE BBIIPOCH:

1. B 3axiroueHueTo cu Toi TBBPAM CIETHOTO: ,,byHTBT Ha enuTuTe* ce okas3a eqHa
MHTENeKTyallHa eKBUIMOpucTuka™, Bce mak OMX ro momoiuia Ja KOMEHTHpa Te3aTa Ha
Kpucrodsp Jlam, u3pasena B Heropata KHUra, HapeueHa UMEHHO ,,byHTBT Ha eIMTUTE", KOSTO
TBBPAM, Y€ B MOCJIEIHUTE JBE JAeceTwieThs Ha 20 B. yKpenBa BIUSHUETO Ha HOBHU
npo(heCHOHAIHU U MEHHMUKBPCKU €JUTH, KOUTO ca HaJHALMOHAIHU W NOpajad TOBA HAITBJIHO

AUCTAHIIHUPAHU OT 06IJ_IHOCTHI/I$I JKUBOT U CKIIOHHHU A YIIPAKHABAT BJIACTTA CHU IIO 6C3OTI‘0B0pCH



HAYMH KbM OOLTHOCTHTE, KOUTO MpEeTeHANpar 1a pbkoBoasaT. [lomoOHa Te3a 3acTbnBa u bayman
B “I'mobGanmm3amusra®, oHariieieHa dpe3 Qurypure Ha ,,0TCHCTBAIIMS 3EMEBIAJENIEI” U
»Typucta® Jlopu u Ja u3berHem ynorpedara Ha MOHSATUETO ,,€JIUT Ta3W MPOCIOiKa HUTO B
MKOHOMHUYECKO ¥ TMOJHTUYECKO OTHOIIEHHE MOXe Ja ObJie CBEACHA [0 TEHICHIMHUTE KbM
€TaTu3bM U HalMOHANu3bM, Kouto Hukonail LleHKOB aHanmu3upa, HUTO KaTo CTHJI Ha YKUBOT T
ce 1o0ImXKaBa JI0 TO3H Ha ,,ypaBHEHOTO MHO3UHCTBO.

2. Bropusar Bwnpoc e mponbmkeHue Ha mepBus: B maparpada ,Komaxnara
KyJlTypa® JOKTOPAHTHT NpeacTass KoHuenuuure Ha Posman bapt u Mumen ®@yko 3a ,,cMbpTTa Ha
aBTOpa“ Karo eauH OT (haKTOpUTE 3a TeHEe3Hca Ha ChbBpPEMEHHATa KOJakHa KylnTypa. B To3m
CMHCBHJI KaKBa € OTTOBOPHOCTTA Ha UHTEIEKTYaTHUTE €JINTH, aKO MOKEM Jla TOBOPHUM 3a TaKWBa,
3a ChbBpEMEHHHUSI TpUyM( Ha MacHTe.

IV. Ouenka Ha my0Jukauuure U apropedepara

3a BpeMeTO Ha CBOATA JOKTOPAHTYPA TUCEPTAHTHT € MyOJIMKYBaJl 8§ CTAaTHUH, TPU OT KOUTO
Ha aHIJIMHCKH €3UK B UYXIECTPaHHM U3JaHud. Ta3u HaydyHa NpOAYKIMUS 3HAUUTEIIHO HAIXBbPJIs
MUHHMAaJHUTE U3UCKBAHUS 3a 3alIMTa Ha 00pa3oBaTelHaTa U HayyHa CTETEH ,,JJ0KTOp .

ABTopedepaTbT OTroBapsi Ha HM3UCKBaHMATA 3a 00eM M ChIbpXKAaHHE U aJEKBaTHO
MPEACTaBSI OCHOBHUTE NPUHOCHU MOMEHTH.

V. 3aki0ueHue

B 3axmrouenne mMora ga kaxka, 4ye IUCEPTALMOHHUAT Tpy., NpemioxkeH oT LleHkos, e
aKTyalieH, aHaJIUTH4EeH, ¢ 1o0pe GopmynupaHu u aprymeHTHpaHu Te3u. OTIUYHO BIEUYaTICHUE
MPaBU CbHILO SICHUS M €IHOBPEMEHHO BHUCOK TEOPETUYEH CTHJI Ha JUCepTalusaTa, KakTo M
epyaunusTa, kosto Hukomnaii [leHkoB AeMOHCTpUpa HEe caMO MO OTHOIIeHHe Ha (unocodcekure
M3TOYHMIIM TI0 TeMaTa CH, HO M B 00JacTTa Ha XyJOKECTBEHaTa JUTEpaTrypa U HU3KYCTBOTO.
3aroBa H3pa3siBaM KaTETOPUYHOTO CHU YOEKIeHHE na My ObJe MpUchAeHa oOpa3oBaTeliHATa U
Hay4yHa cTeneH ,JJOKTop” Mo mnpodecuoHanHo HamnpasieHue — 2.3 Punocodus (Coumanna

¢wmtocous) u mpenopbuBaM Ha wieHoBeTe Ha HayuyHOTO XypH Jia ri1acyBat 1o ChIIUS HAYHH.

05.06.2021 r. Hou. n-p I'eprana Ilonosa



OPINION
ON THE DISSERTATION THESIS OF NIKOLAY TSENKOV
"THE MASS MAN IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY —ESSENCE AND
CONSEQUENCES"
FOR AWARDING THE DOCTOR'S EDUCATIONAL AND
SCIENTIFIC DEGREE, PROFESSIONAL FIELD 2.3. PHILOSOPHY
By Gergana Popova, PhD, Assoc. Professor

I. Structure and main problem-thematic fields in the dissertation

Nikolay Tsenkov's dissertation is devoted to the possible massification of contemporary
man from the end of the XX and the beginning of the XXI century. First, the dissertation aims to
prove the existence of man-mass in the present, emphasizing the similarities between the mass
man, placed at the center of many significant theorizations of the last century, and its
contemporary analog. Hence it aims to analyze the present dimensions of man-mass and reveal
new socio-philosophical aspects of the consequences of today's neo-massification.

The dissertation is 286 standard pages long and consists of an introduction, three
chapters, a conclusion, and a bibliography, which includes more than 150 sources, most of which
are in English.

The Introduction emphasizes the study's relevance and presents the goals, object, and
methods of work. In the Introduction, the working hypothesis of the dissertation is defined. It is
formulated by the doctoral student in three main sub-theses. The first is that the main reasons for
the current concerns must be sought in the phenomenon of 'neomassification’. The second states
that in our time, social processes and phenomena such as statism, authoritarianism, and the
dehumanization of art which are characteristic of the rise of the mass man of the previous
century, are developing. The third is that, to a large extent, the mass-man has displaced social
elites, which poses significant risks for the future.

The presented hypotheses are developed and proved in the three chapters of the
dissertation. The first chapter analyzes the psychological - or anthropological - theories on the

masses. Trought the terms "psychological™ and "anthropological," the doctoral student typologies



conceptions that consider the mass man as an anthropological construct derived from human
nature itself and look for the origin of the masses in psychological factors such as instincts, and
unconscious mental processes. This group includes the theories of Gustave Lebon, Gabriel
Tarde, Sigmund Freud, and Elias Canetti.

The second chapter is devoted to "axiological” theories on man-mass. With this term, the
doctoral student defines the interpretations on the mass man of thinkers such as Jose Ortega y
Gasset, Hannah Arendt, Erich Fromm, Herbert Marcuse, and Theodor Adorno, who consider the
mass man as a product of a particular era and specific socio-cultural and economic factors. It
should be noted that the doctoral student does not consider the two types of theories as mutually
exclusive. Instead, in the context of their complex intertwining, he problematizes both
sustainable features and transformations of man-mass in the concreteness of contemporary social
reality.

Undoubtedly, the contributing part of the dissertation is the third chapter. In it, mainly
through the prism of the classic work of Jose Ortega y Gasset, "The Revolt of the Masses,"
Tsenkov puts forward the hypothesis of the current triumph of the masses in the field of
economics, politics, and culture. In the first two paragraphs of the chapter: "The man-mass in the
economy" and "The man-mass as a figure in power," he analyzes the current tendencies towards
etatism in the economy and authoritarianism in politics, the consumer attitude, the dominance of
technology and technological worldview, the replacement of values in politics with political
myths and clichés. Tsenkov's reflections on economics and politics adhere to Ortega's accents,
finding analogies between the European situation described by Ortega at the beginning of the last
century and our time. The third part, however, demonstrates an original author's approach in
discussing contemporary phenomena such as fake news, the concept of post-truth, collage
culture, the disappearance of originality and creativity in art. The implementation of the topics of
language disenchantment, information saturation, conceptualized by the doctoral student through
the term "universal silence", the culture of lies, defined as a culture of absent truth, and the
presentation of these social phenomena as symptoms of today's neo-massification is a significant

achievement of the dissertation.

II. Scientific contributions of the dissertation



Because of what has been said, | can define as the contributions of the research the
actualization of one of the most influential concepts in the field of social thought of the 20th
century - that of Ortega y Gasset on the mass man - and the analysis of contemporary social
reality through it. It is necessary to point out here that such an extrapolation of Ortega's theory to
our time is not an end in itself. Through his reflections on the mass man and the factors that
generate this human type, the doctoral student not only presents the prevailing attitudes of
modernity but also - like Ortega - analyzes the worries of our age, warns of the dangers facing it
and not lastly, he gives possible solutions for overcoming neomassification as a phenomenon in

modern society.

I11. Questions and recommendations

I have the following questions for the doctoral student:

1. In the Conclusion, he states the following: "The revolt of the elites turned out to be an
intellectual equilibristics.” However, | would ask him to comment on Christopher Lasch's thesis,
expressed in his book called The Revolt of the Elites and the Betrayal of Democracy. Lasch
argues that in the last two decades of the 20th century, the influence of new professional and
managerial elites has grown. These elites are supranational and therefore completely distanced
from community life and inclined to exercise their power irresponsibly towards the communities
they claim to lead. Bauman advocates a similar thesis in "Globalization,” illustrated by the
figures of the "absent landowner" and the "tourist."”

2. The second question is a continuation of the first: In the section "Collage culture,” the
doctoral student presents the concepts of Roland Barthes and Michel Foucault about the "death
of the author" as one of the factors for the genesis of modern collage culture. In this sense, what
is the responsibility of intellectual elites, if we can speak of such, for the recent triumph of the

masses.

IV. Evaluation of publications and the abstract
During his doctoral studies, Nikolay Tsenkov has published eight articles, three of which
has been published abroad (in English). This scientific production significantly exceeds the

minimum requirements for awarding the educational and scientific degree "Doctor."



The abstract meets the requirements for volume and content and adequately presents the

central contributing moments.

V. Conclusion

In conclusion, I can say that the dissertation proposed by Tsenkov is analytical, with
clearly formulated and well-argued theses. The clear and, at the same time, high theoretical style
of the dissertation as well as the erudition that Nikolay Tsenkov demonstrates on philosophical
sources on his topic and in the field of fiction and art also makes an excellent impression. What
has been said so far on the dissertation thesis "The Mass Man in Contemporary Society —
Essence and Consequences” provides me with good reason to recommend without hesitation to
the scientific jury to award its author Nikolay Angelov Tsenkov the educational and scientific

degree "Doctor™ in the professional field 2.3. Philosophy.

June 5, 2021 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Gergana Popova
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