CTAHOBMUIIIE

3a IUCEPTAMOHHUSA TPY L ,,YOBEKBT-MAcCa B CHBPEMEHHOTO OBIIECTRO — CBIIHOCT U
nociemuin” Ha Hukonaii Aurenos Ilenxos 3a npunobuBaHe Ha 0Opa3oBaTeIHATA U HayyHa

CTETICH ,,IOKTOP” B TPO(ECHOHATHO HampaBieHue 2.3. Dunocodpus (Coumanna dunocods)

ot mpog. a-p Xpucro Ilerkos Togopos, Aenaprament ,,Ounocodus U COUHoIOrus’ Ha

HBY

Huceprannonnust tpyx ,,YoBexsT-Maca B CBBPEMEHHOTO OOIIECTBO — CHITHOCT U
nocaemuun” Ha Huxomnait Anrenos LleHkos e ¢ 06emM ot 149 HECTaHJapPTHHU CTPAHUIIH —
TIPEU3TUCIICHO TOBA C€ PaBHABA Ha NPUOIM3UTENHO 238 cTanapTHy cTpanuiy. PaboTara ce
CbCTOM OT YBOJ, TPH IIaBH, 3aKIIOYCHHE U CIIUCHK HA H3MIOJ3BAHATA auTeparypa. B
Gubnuorpadusita ca BKIIOYEHH 3ariaBusTa Ha 155 myOnvKanuy Ha ObIrapcku, aHTTHIACKH,
HEMCKH U (DPEHCKH KAKTO M § MHTEPHET H3TOUHHK.

Hucepranusra na Huxonait L{enkos B3ema 3a cBOst OTIIpaBHA TOYKA KOHIEIIIHUATA Ha
ucnanckust punocod Xoce Oprera-u-Iacer 3a 9JOBEKa-Maca, pa3BUTa B HErOBOTO 3HAMEHHTO
npoussenenue ,.bynTsbT Ha macute (1929). 3anousaiiku ot obmara XapaKkTepUCTUKA Ha
doBeka-maca Ha Oprera-m-I'acer, aBTOPBT CH MOCTABSI 32 38,1244 /1A H3SICHHU C [IOMOIITa Ha
PasIMYHU COUMATHO-IICUXOJOTUYECKH, aHTPOIIOIOTHYHN U COLIHATTHO-(PHIOCO(CKH TEOPHH,
BE3HUKHATM Npe3 XX BeK, ChIIMHATA Ha A6/1eHUemMO Y0BEK-Maca, YCIIOBHATA HA HETOBOTO
Bb3HWKBAHE U Hali-BeYe HEroBaTa HCTOPHYECKA THHAMHKA.

WMsrnexna orpomMuara u HectixBaia MOIIYJISIPHOCT, C KOSITO U 10 JHEC Ce TI0J3Ba
Kornenuuara Ha Oprera-u-I'acer 3a GyHTa Ha MacHTe, ce IBIKM B HAH-TOJISIMA CTEICH Ha
KOMIIIEKCHOCTTA U Pa3HOCTPAHHOCTTA HA CAMOTO HOHSATHE ,,90BEK-Maca‘.

Haii-nanpen ¢ ToBa nonstue ce 0603Ha4aBa UaeaseH THI — He HEIIO HEMOCPEICTBEHO
Ha0JIFO/IAEMO B OIIUTA, & MHTENeKTyaleH KOHCTPYKT, KOWTO MO3BOJISIBA OIUTHT /1A Ce
OPTaHM3HMpa [0 OMPENCIIEH HAYHH U C TOBA MPE BLOPBKEHOTO OKO Ha HAGIIO[aTelist Ja ce
PasKpHAT CBUICCTBEHH CTPaHH OT JEeHCTBUTEITHOCTTA.

Ha Bropo MscTo ,,u0BeK-Maca® e monsTHe OT PErucThpa Ha coLMaTHaTa JUArHOCTHKA
Ha ChBPEMEHHOCTTA — KaKTO y Oprera-u-I'acer, Taka U y HEroBHTE OCIIEA0BATENH TO
(yHKLMOHMpA KaTO HHCTPYMEHT 38 OCMUCTISHETO Ha OHOBA, KOETO CTaBa C HAC CAMUTE B

HaUIeTo COOCTBEHO ChbBpEMHE.



Ha tpeto msacto nonstuero kpue B cebe cu KPUTHIHO-IIONEMHUY€eH 3apsi — OYHTET, a
Hukonait Ilenkos no6ass omme »TPHYMBT Ha MacuTe", KPHST B ce6e CH ONaCHOCTH 1 Oyt
TpeBora. KbM Te3u TpH acnieKTa B 3HAYCHHETO HA HOHSTHETO ABTOPBT N00ABS U €A
TTOCTICACH YCTBBPTH aCIEKT — HCTOPHYECKUAT. BChIHOCT HEroB riasen H3CJIEIOBATENICKH
doxyc e yeunuero na ce pas3bepe KaKBO € CTaHalo C ,,90BeKa-Maca™ or BpemeTo Ha OpTera-u-
Iacet no Hamwm gHwM.

IIbpBata rnaBa e ozarnasena ., [IcHxomOrHuecKy TEOPUH 3a YOBEKA-MACa U MACHUTE".
I'naBuute neiicTramu nuna B Hes ca I'ycras JIboGoH, I'abpuen Tapn, 3urmysn ®poiig u
Emnac Kaneru. Benuku tesu ABTOPH, BCEKH OT TAX CbC CBOH COOCTBEH CBETOTIIENEH 1 Hay4deH
IPO(QHII, Ce CTPEMAT B €THA HIIH Apyra CTCIICH Ja ONMIIAT U OOSICHAT SABIEHHETO MACOB YOBEK
TJIABHO OTKBM 0COOEHATa MOTHBALIMOHHA CTPYKTypa Ha HErOBOTO MOBEZICHUE. ABTOPBT €
H3JIOKHIT BIPHO U C pa3dMpaHe TIaBHUTE MOMEHTH B TEXHUTE KOHIICIINH 32 YOBEKA-Maca.
Io-ocoben ciyuait B Tasu rpyna ABTOPH C OPHEHTALUS U MIOXBATH HA MICUXOJI03H
pencTasiiiba macarenar Ennac Kanern. B ceosta tpynua 3a OIIpEJICTITHE B )KaHPOBO
OTHOLUCHME KHHUra ,,Macu u Bimact KaneTu IIpe/ijiara enna nocta borata heHOMEHOIOrHYHA
KapTHHA Ha MAacCHTe, B KOATO MACUTE U BIACTTA CE PA3TIEkKIAT 10 OTYYXICH U
OesnpucTpacTen HauKMH 10106HO Ha [IPUPOITHA ABNICHUS. B TO3u cMUCHI KOHIenusTa Ha
Kanern camo ¢ yrosopku mosxe 1a nonasae nox pybpuKara ,,ICHX0I0ruuecKa Teopus 3a
MacoBUS YOBEK".

Bropara rnasa e npsiko npoxsimkenne Ha nbpBata. T HocH 3armaBueTo
»AKCHOJIOTHMECKH KOHUENTIHY 33 MacuTe™. KbM TO3H Kiac CIIOpEJ] aBTOpA CriagaT
KoHUenmmute Ha camust Oprera-u-Iacer, Xana Apenr, Epux ®pom u Ha pannara
Opankdypreka mkona. OBIIOTO B TSIX — TOBA & H35CHEHO H 000CHOBAHO MHOIO YOEIHTENHO
— € € Ha IPE/ICH IIaH M3JIM3a COUATHO-KPUTHYHHS 3apsi/l Ha OHSITHETO »4d0BeK-Maca“. Ot
CIMH UM IPYT 3PUTENIEH BI'bJI aBTOPUTE, KOHUTO Hukomaii LlenkoB, e pasrinenan B Tasu riaga
Kaspar, 4¢ OMaCOBABAHETO HA JKMBOTA B HALLIATA €1I0XA KPHE B Ce0e CH OMACHOCTH u Oynu
CTpax # Tpesora. 3awmo? O606IIeH0 OTrOBOPBT Ou 3BYYaJl TaKa: 3ali0TO Ha HCTOPHYECcKaTa
CLCHa Ce € MTOSBUII KOJCKTUBEH aKTHOP Pa3Iojiararl ¢ HapacTsalla CHjia, KOSTO TOH He € B
CBCTOAHME Na U3M0NI3Ba 10 'PaJMBEH HAYKMH Thil KATO HE HCKA j1a IIPaBH HUILO OT U ChC cebe
CH M IIOpa/IM TOBA HsIMA 3HAUMMH LIEJIH.

llocnennara tpera rnapa Hocw 3arnasuero ,» {OBEKBT Maca B ChbBpeMeHHOTO
obrecTBo™. Ha Hest, KakTo H3riexa, ABTOPBT ABPKH Hal-MHOTO. OT Ir7ie/IHAa TOYKA Ha
XapaKTCPUCTUKATA HA MACOBHs YOBEK B Ta3M IJ1aBa BCUYKO KA3aHO B NPEIXONHUTE IIIaBH,

IIOCBCTCHU Ha HJEH U TCOpHUH, € caMO MOATOTOBKA. BonemaTa MHMCBJI Ha aBTOpa TYK €



BIICHAT/ISIBANIA — B HALIM JHU YOBEKbHT-Maca € JOCTUTHAI CBOSI TPUYM(, 3aLII0TO Beue
OTaBHa € 3a0paBeHo, Ye OCBEH YOBEK-Maca HMa i Hello Apyro. Tpu croxkeTa ompenerst
oOmuKa Ha Tasu riasa. [IspBo, moTpeGuTEICKaTa CTPACT M Pa3pacTBAIIATA e pois Ha
AbpKaBaTa B MKOHOMHUKATA. BTOpo, XumepTpodusita Ha HAPOAHUS CYBEPEHUTET B
IIOJIMTUKATA, B KOATO €€ KpUe TCH/ICHIMS KbM aBTOpPUTapu3bM. Tpero, paspyruaBaneTo Ha
KynTypara o bTs Ha HeHHOTO OMoIuIsBaHe. B Ta3u riiaBa yCHemno ca npeicTaBeHn
CJIOKHO MPEIUIETEHU ABJITOTPAiHK TEHAEHIUH B JKMBOTA HA ChBPEMEHHOTO OOIIECTBO, B
KOHTO C€ NMPOsABABAT TEKKH COLIMAIHH IIATOJIOTUH — MMOTPEOUTENICTBOTO B YACTHHS KUBOT HA
MH/IMBUINTE, JOMUHUPAHETO Ha J[bPXKaBaTa B CTONIAHCKHUS KUBOT Ha OOIIECTBATA,
TOCIOJCTBOTO HA yCPEAHEHUTE BB3IJIC/IM HA HENPOCBETEH)S TPAKIAHUH B IEMOKPATHYHATA
TNOJIMTUKA, PA3TyJIa Ha JIOLIHUs BKYC i HEOTPaHUYEHATa BIACT Ha MacoBara Ky/ITypa. B tazu
T1aBa M 0COOCHO B HEHHMS Kpal aBTOPBT MOCTEIICHHO HAITYCKA TO3MIAATA HA HAYIHATA
OE3IPUCTPACTHOCT U 3aII04BA JIa TOBOPU OT CBOE COOCTBEHO MME IO €/I1H [IOAYEPTaHO
aHrXUpaH Ha4yMH. [logBara 1 BB3X0AbT HA MACOBHSI YOBEK — TAKaBa € OCHOBHATA
KOHCTATallMs TYK — IIPEJICTABILSIBAT COIMAJIHA [TATOJIOI |, KOSTO TpsibBa Jia ce neKkysa. B
camus Kpait Ha riasara Hukonaif L{eHKkoB nmpaBu CBOM NpeIOKEHHS 34 JICYEHHE —
peabHIHTALUs HA HEMPUKOCHOBEHOCTTA Ha JIMYHOTO BETPENIHO POCTPAHCTBO HA THYHOCTTA
(..BB3CTAHOBSIBAHE HA OCKBEPHEHATA CaMOTa"), TeHEPHPAHE M yKpEeIBaHe Ha BOJIATA Ha
MHJMBH/IA 32 aBTEHTUYCH CBOOOHO M30paH HUBOT ¥ HaKpas OpMHUpaHE Y HHUBHIATE HA
CrocoOHOCT 1a 00uTyBaT ¢ APYTHsl, BIVKIAHKHA U 3aUATAHKH HETOBATA YHHKAIHOCT KATO
NUYHOCT. M TpuTe ,,JiekapcTBa™ UMAT 34 [1eJ1 IPOMsAHA B HATJIACKTE HA WHIMBUIA KbM
JICHCTBUTENIHOCTTA | IIPE/IIOJIaraT COMMIHA ,,padoTa’ HA MHIUBHANTE BBPXY cebe cn. OHOBA,
KOETO JIMIICBA TYK 00ave, ¢ OTYMTAHETO HA KOJIEKTHBHUTE YCIOBUS HA TAKABA IIPOMSIHA.

Kowmrosuuusra na nucepranuonsust tpya va Hukonait Ilenkos e mperena u
OTroBapsi HAllbJIHO HA HETOBUTE Ieu. Kakpo € mocturaaTo B Hero? MopMyIupaHy ca
NEHCTBUTENHH HAYYHH MPOOTEMH C HECbMHEHa 3HAUMMOCT. [Iprtokenu ca u ca
OCBIIECTBCHHU A/IEKBATHHU OJIX01H KbM TsiX. [TocTaBenu ca aMOuIno3Hy U ChIEBpeMEeHHO
OCBIIECTBUMU M3CJIE/IOBATENICKH LIEJIH, KOUTO Ca PeaTM3HPaHU HAIIBIHO B H3C/IEABAHETO.
Hanpapenu ca 106pe 060cHOBanu u3B0aH. TepPMUHONOTHYHUST e3UK Ha paborara e nperusex
U SICEH.

ABTOpedeparTsT ¢ ¢ 06eM OT 25 CTPAHHIM M OTPa3siBa TOUHO ChIBPIKAHHETO HA TPY/IA.
B mero e nybnuKyBas ciuchk Ha HaydHHTE TPHHOCH Ha Aucepranusra. Tesu npuHOCH ca

ACHCTBUTENHH U ca popMyupanH sicHO. [ocouenu ca u mect nyGanukanuu Ha aBTOpa 10



TCMAaTa Ha qUcCepTanUsaTa. TpI/I OT TAX Ca Ha aHITTMHCKU. B aBTope(bepaTa € BKJIIOYECHA U
JACKJIapanus Ha daBTOpPa 3a OPUTUHAIHOCT Ha pe3yaTaTuTte u IIPHHOCUTE Ha U3CJICABAHETO.
Hsmam CBBMECCTHU HY6JII/IK8.LII/II/I C aBTOpAa Ha AUCEPpTAUUITA U HE CBM B KOH(I)JII/IKT Ha

UHTEPECH.

SAKIIIOYEHHUE: JlucepraipuoHHusT TPyJ ., YOBEKBT-MACA B CHBPEMEHHOTO 001IeCTBO —

CBRINHOCT M nocneuuyn” Ha Hukonaii Anreaos Ilenkos OTTOBAPSI HAITBJIHO HA

HM3UCKBAHUATA 34 NPUAOOMBAHETO HA obpa3zoBarennara M HaY4YHA CTEHEH ,, JOKTOp B

npodecHoHaNHO HampasieHue 2.3, Dunocodus (Conmanya dbumrocodus). Karo wien na

HaydHoto xypu a3 6e3 xonebanue e riaacyBam 3A NpUCHKAAHETO HA Ta3U CTEICH Ha

aBTopa.

(pog. n-p Xpucro I1. Tonopos)
Codus, 17 rouu 2021 r.



OPINION

for the dissertation "Man-Mass in Modern Society - Essence and Consequences"
by Nikolay Angelov Tsenkov
for obtaining the educational and scientific degree "Doctor™ in the professional field
2.3. Philosophy (Social philosophy)

by Prof. Dr. Hristo Petkov Todorov,
Department of Philosophy and Sociology, NBU

The dissertation thesis "Man-Mass in Modern Society - Essence and Consequences”
by Nikolay Angelov Tsenkov has a volume of 149 non-standard pages - recalculated this is
equivalent to approximately 238 standard pages. The work consists of an introduction, three
chapters, a conclusion and a list of references. The bibliography includes the titles of 155
publications in Bulgarian, English, German and French as well as 8 Internet sources.

Nikolay Tsenkov's dissertation takes as its starting point the concept of the Spanish
philosopher Jose Ortega y Gasset ‘man-mass’, developed in his famous work "The Revolt of
the Masses™ (1929). Starting from the general characteristics of the man-mass of Ortega y
Gasset, the author aims to clarify with the help of various socio-psychological,
anthropological and socio-philosophical theories that emerged in the Twentieth century, the
essence of the man-mass phenomenon, the conditions of his origin and especially his
historical dynamics.

It seems that the enormous and undying popularity that Ortega y Gasset's concept of
the revolt of the masses still enjoys today is largely due to the complexity and versatility of
the concept of "man-mass" itself.

First of all, this concept denotes an ideal type - not something directly observable in
experience, but an intellectual construct that allows the experiment to be organized in a
certain way and to reveal to the armed eye of the observer significant aspects of reality.

Secondly, "man-mass" is a concept from the register of social diagnostics of modernity
- both in Ortega y Gasset and in his followers it functions as a tool for understanding what is
happening to ourselves in our own time.

In the third place, the concept contains in itself a critical-polemical charge - the revolt,
and Nikolay Tsenkov adds the “triumph of the masses"; the masses contain dangers and cause
alarm. To these three aspects in the meaning of the term the author adds one last aspect - the
historical one. In fact, his main research focus is the effort to understand what has happened
to the "mass man" from the time of Ortega y Gasset to the present day.

The first chapter is entitled "Psychological Theories of the Mass Man and the Masses."
The main actors in it are Gustave Lebon, Gabriel Tarde, Sigmund Freud and Elias Canetti. All
these authors, with their own worldview and scientific profile, more or less seek to describe or
explain the phenomenon of mass-man, mainly with respect to the special motivational
structure of his behavior. The author has correctly and understandingly stated the main points
in their concepts of the man-mass. A special case in this group of authors with the orientation
and techniques of psychologists is the writer Elias Canetti. In his difficult-to-define genre,
Masses and Power, Canetti offers a rather rich phenomenological picture of the masses, in
which the masses and power are viewed in an alienated and impartial way similar to natural
phenomena. In this sense, Canetti's concept can only be classified as a "psychological theory
of the mass man."

The second chapter is a direct continuation of the first. It is entitled ‘Axiological
Concepts for the Masses.” According to the author, this class includes the concepts of Ortega



y Gasset himself, Hannah Arendt, Erich Fromm, and the early Frankfurt School. What they
have in common - this has been clarified and substantiated very convincingly - is that the
social-critical charge of the concept of "man-mass" comes to the fore. From one perspective
or another, the authors that Nikolay Tsenkov has considered in this chapter say that the
enchantment of life in our age is dangerous and arouses fear and anxiety. Why? In summary,
the answer would sound like this: because a collective actor has appeared on the historical
stage with a growing power which he is unable to use in a constructive way since he does not
want to do anything with himself, nor make anything of himself, and therefore has no
meaningful goals.

The last third chapter is entitled "Man-Mass in Modern Society.” On it, it seems,
Tsenkov places the greatest importance. From the point of view of the characteristics of the
mass-man in this chapter, everything said in the previous chapters devoted to ideas and
theories is only a preparation. The author's leading thought here is impressive - nowadays the
man-mass has reached its triumph, because it has long been forgotten that besides man-mass
there is also something else. Three plots determine the content of this chapter. First, consumer
passion and the growing role of the state in the economy. Second, the hypertrophy of people’s
sovereignty in politics, which hides a tendency towards authoritarianism. Third, the
destruction of culture through its debasement. This chapter successfully presents complexly
intertwined long-term trends in the life of modern society, in which severe social pathologies
are manifested - consumption in the private life of individuals, the dominance of the state in
the private life of societies, the dominance of average views of the uneducated citizen in
democratic politics, the exuberance of bad taste and the unlimited power of mass culture. In
this chapter, and especially at the end of it, the author gradually leaves the position of
scientific impartiality and begins to speak on his own behalf in a markedly engaged way. The
emergence and rise of the mass-man - this is the main finding here - is a social pathology that
must be treated. At the very end of the chapter Nikolay Tsenkov makes his proposals for
treatment - rehabilitation of the inviolability of the personal inner space of the personality
("restoration of defiled loneliness™), generation and strengthening of the individual's will for
authentic free life and finally formation of an ability in individuals to communicate with the
other, seeing and respecting his uniqueness as a person. All three "medicines™ aim to change
the individual's attitudes towards reality and presuppose a solid "work™ of the individuals on
themselves. What is missing here, however, is the consideration of the collective conditions
for such a change.

The composition of Nikolay Tsenkov's dissertation is clear and fully meets its goals.
What has been achieved by him? Actual scientific problems of undoubted significance have
been formulated. Adequate approaches to them have been implemented and carried out.
Ambitious and at the same time feasible research goals have been set, which have been fully
realized in the research. Well-founded conclusions have been made. The terminological
language of the work is precise and clear.

The abstract is 25 pages long and accurately reflects the content of the work. A list of
the scientific contributions of the dissertation thesis is published in it. These contributions are
real and clearly stated. Six publications of the author on the topic of the dissertation are also
indicated. Three of them are in English. The author's declaration for originality of the results
and contributions of the research is also included in the author's Abstract.

| do not have joint publications with the author of the dissertation and | do not have a
conflict of interest.

CONCLUSION: The thesis "Man-mass in Modern Society - Essence and
Consequences" by Nikolay Angelov Tsenkov fully meets the requirements for obtaining the
educational and scientific degree "Doctor" professional field 2.3. Philosophy (Social




philosophy). As a member of the Scientific Jury, | will without hesitation vote FOR the award

of this degree to the author.

Signature:
Prof. Dr. Hristo P. Todorov

Sofia, June 17, 2021



