PEIIEH3UA

Ha IIPCACTAaBCHUTC TPYAOBC 3a YU4ACTHUC B KOHKYPC 34 dKaICMHUYHATA IJIBKHOCT

JIOLIEHT, o6sBen ot FO3Y ,,Heodut Puncku” B /IB., 6p. 37/07.05.2021 r.

Peuenszent: IIpod. mgun  Banepus  ®on, VYHuBepcurer 10
OubnuoTeko3HaHue W WH(OpPMAIMOHHM  TexHosoruw, HWHCTHUTYT  3a

6ankanucrtuka ¢ LlenTsp mo Tpakonorus - BAH

I'n. ac. g-p AUMUTPUA KOCTAAUHOBA CIIACOBA ¢
€MHCTBEH KaHAUJAT B KOHKYpC 3a 3aeMaHE Ha akaJeMU4HaTa JIbXKHOCT
,,JJOIICHT* o npodecronanHo HampasieHue 3.1. CoruoIorus, aHTPOIIOJOTHS H
Hayku 3a Kkyarypara (Teopuss u  wucropus Ha kynarypara: CakpaiHo
IPOCTPAHCTBO M OOpeIHa cucTeMa OT ObiArapckara HapoJHa KYyJITypa) 3a
nyxaute Ha FO3Y ,Heodut Puncku®, 3anmoBen Ha Pextopa No 1336/18. 06.

2021 r., npotokon Nel/14.07.2021 r. oT mbpBOTO 3aceaHUE HA HAYYHOTO KYPH.

IIpeacraBsine HAa KaHAUAATA U PO ECHOHAJICH ONIUT

I'n. ac. g-p MHumurpus CnoacoBa € 3aBbpIIMJIA  CHEIUATHOCT
»Kynryponorus® B HO3Y ,Heodutr Puncku‘ (2003). Ot 2004 mo 2008 r. e
PEIOBEH JOKTOPAHT MO ,, [eopusi U UCTOpUSA Ha KyiTyparta. J[peBHU KynTypu’
KbM Katenpa ,,Kynryposorus” B cemusa yHuBepcuret. [Ipe3 2010 r. ycnenino
3al[MTaBa JOKTOPCKa Te€3a Ha TeMa ,,/[peBHM Marnyecky MpakTUKU B HaApOJHATa
MenunHa oT IOrozamanna bearapus®. AkajgeMuyHaTa Kaphepa Ha
ka"auaaTkara ce passusa B FO3Y ,,Heodut Puncku®, kpaero ot 2011 r. u cera
3aeMa aKaJIeMUYHUTE JIBXKHOCTH aCUCTEHT U TyaBeH acucTeHT (oT 2014 r.) B
kareapa ,,Kynaryponorus“. Cnenuanusupana e ETpyckonorus u uTanuiicka

AHTUYHOCT B YHUBeEpcUTETA 3a uyxAcHUHU B Ilepymxa, Utanus.



Hayuynute mHTepecu Ha KaHOUAaTKara ca B 00JacTTa Ha €THOJIOTHATA,
CEMUOTHKAa Ha KYyJTypara, KYyJATYpHO HACJEACTBO M KYJITYPHHUS TYpPU3BM.
KypcoBetre u ynpaxHeHusita, KOUTO MpenojaBa, ca B 00XBaTa Ha HAy4YHHUTE U
n3cnensanus. J-p Jdumurpus CnacoBa pbKOBOAM MarucTbpcKaTa Iporpama
»KYJITYpHO HACJIEACTBO U KYJITYpPEH Typu3bM KbM Kartenpa ,,Kynrypomorus
Ha @akylTeT MO WM3KycTBaTra. [ ydyacTBa aKTUBHO B aKaJeMHUYHUS W
aIMUHUCTPATHBEH >KMBOT Ha Kareapara W YyHuBepcurera. Kanpupatkara e
YYaCTHUK B M3CIEIOBATEIICKM MPOEKTHU, KAKTO C€ BIKIA OT MPHIOKECHUTE
nyOJMKalMu W JIOKyMEHTauuara no npouenypara. OT KOHKypca 3a IJIaBEH
ACUCTEHT JI0 cera KaHIuJaTKaTa € y4acTBaJl B MHOXXECTBO HAIIMOHAIHU H
MEXAYHApPOJHU HAy4YHU KOH(GEPEHIMU U TPEJICTABEHUTE OT Hes JIOKIJIaau ca

MyOJIMKYBaHH.

OueHnka Ha Xa0MJIMTALMOHHUS TPY

3a yyacTue B KOHKypca KaHaujaarkara ri. ac. a-p Humutpus Cracosa e
MpeACTaBUIa XaOMJIMTAMOHEH TPy, MOHOTpaduyeH TPy, B YHUSITO OCHOBA €
3alUTeHaTa JOKTOpCKa JucepTalus, aBTopedepaT Ha JTOKTOpCKara Te3a, 4acT
OT KoJieKTuBHa MoHorpaduss u 20 cratuu u goxianad. OT couchka 3a
peleH3npale M3KIYBaM aBTopedepaTa, [BE OT CTaTUUTE, NMyOJUKYBaHH B
roJIMHaTa Ha 3alIuTaTa Ha JJOKTOpCcKaTa Te3a U MyOJMKyBaHaTa JOKTOPCKA Te3a,
ThI KaTo ca MOJOKUTETHO PEUEH3UPAHHU.

[IpencraBeHUAT XaOUIUTAUMOHHMAT TpyA ,, CakpalHO MPOCTPAHCTBO U
oOpenna cucrema. Ilo marepmanu oT HapogHata Kyintypa B FOroszamanna
bobirapus®“ ce cbctom OT yBOA, TpPU IJIaBU M 3aKIIOYEHUE, H3IMOJI3BaHA
TuTEpaTypa, CIUChK Ha mHboOpMaTopuTe, andym, oomro 199 crpanunu Tekct u
16 ¢otoca. B yBoga kannuaarkata ¢popMyivpa IeiTa Ha CBOETO H3CJe/IBaHE,
3alayuTe, METOJAMTE M BHUJOBETE W3TOYHUIIUTE, KOUTO M3MOJ3BA. T4

nmogucpraBa, Y€ CTBhIIBAIKM Ha pPE3YJATATUTC OT HHTCPAUCHUIIIMHAPHUTC



n3cnenBanus Ha lleHThpa 3a npeBHu kyatypu Ha FO3Y HeiiHata nen e na
aHalM3a cakpajgHaTa reorpadguss ¥ CBbp3aHaTa ¢ Hes oOpeaHa cucTeMa B
cenuuiaTa o TeuyeHusTa Ha pekure Mecta u nonHa Ctpyma, miuaHuHuTe Puna,
[Mupun, 3amaguu Poponu, benacuma, Bnaxuna, Manemescka, Orpax/eH,
BKJIFOUMTENHO U 4acTh oT CeBepHa ['bprusi.

AmepukaHckuar ydeH CaiimbT bHYWH KpaTko GopMynHpa CakpalHOTO
MIPOCTPAHCTBO KAaTO CIEHHAIHO MSCTO, KOETO MOXE J1a € €CTECTBEHO WM
CHenuaiHo u3rpajeHo 6e3 (yHkuuu 3a cMbpTHU. ChIVIaCHA CbM C HETrO B
II'bpBaTa 4acT Ha OMNPEIECICHUETO MY, HO CH IO3BOJIABAM J1a HE CE€ ChIJacs C
Hero 3a ¢yHKuuuTe Ha xoparta. buzaeiiku apxutekt npod. CaiimbH bHyuH He
M03HABA KUBa OOPEIHOCT BHB (DYHKIIMOHUPAIIU XHUIIAI0JIETUS TOTIOCH Ha BSIpa,
kouto omnucBa 1-p Jumurpuna CnacoBa. MMeHHO TakuBa HaOIIOICHUS
MOKa3BaT, Y€ T€ ca MeCTara, B KOMTO OOPEIHOCTTa € OCHh3HATO MPHUCHCTBHE,
CETHUBHO U JYyXOBHO MPEKUBSIBAHE WJIU CHIPEKUBIBAME, B 3aBUCUMOCT OT TOBa
Jla]Ti YOBEKBT CaM WJIH B TpyNa s U3BHPIIIBA.

Knurara no cBosTa ChIIHOCT € PETHOHAIIHO KYJITYPOJOTHYHO U3CIIEABAHE
Ha 0azaTa Ha Oorart eTHorpadcku u apxeosiorudecku matepuai. J[-p [. Cnacosa
J'BJITU TOAWHU € YacT OT UHTEPAUCIUIUIMHAPEH €KUIl, KOUTO POyYBa ONMKUCAHUs
no-rope painod. CBouTe HAONIOJCHHS TS CpaBHSBA HE CaMO C MPEIUIIHH
uscienaBanus (eTHorpad)cku, aeMorpadcku, UCTOPUUECKH, apXEOJIOTHUCCKH), a
U3M0JI3Ba U PE3YIATATUTE, 1O KOUTO JOCTUTAT APYTUTE YIECHOBE HA €KUIIA.

W3cnenBaiiku cBeleHaTa reorpadusi Ha ceauuiaTa, aBTopkaTta rpynupa
TEpEHHUsI MaTepuaj B IBETE IbPBU IUIaBH ,,CakpalHO MIPOCTPAHCTBO U CEIUIIHA
cucrtema“ u ,,BppxoBe, depkoBHUIllAa U 00Opeau B MeTeopoorudeH acmekT. Ts
JIOTUYHO TMpOCIIENsiBa pPOJisAiTa Ha Mpupojara 3a (OpMHUpaHE HA CaKpaaHO
MPOCTPAHCTBO W ETHOBPEMEHHO C TOBa OCHUTypsiBamia armocdepara u
CyOCKTUBHUTE XapaKTEPUCTUKU Ha Bsapara. OOpeasT € OCh3HATO MPUCHCTBUE,
CETUBHO M JIyXOBHO IpexkuBsiBane u A-p . CnacoBa e chOpaiia BrieuatssiBaiia

uH(popMaIus 3a BCEKH KOHKPETEH TOTOC Ha BSipa M Ha KOHTEKCTa, B KOWTO €



reorpadcku U BpeMeBO pasnojiockeH. Criopen Hes JOKyMEHTHUPAHWTE Bspa U
0o0OpeaHOCT B MOYUTTA KbM CTOIAHA-IIOKPOBUTEN HA JIOMa, POJA, 3EMIIUILIETO €
ChXpaHEHa JIpeBHA Mpe/cTaBa 3a epodanus. Y CTaHOBSIBAWKH, Y€ 0OpeIHOCTTa
€ KOHIICHTpUpaHa B MECELUTE almpwil — IOHHU, aBTOPKaTa ThPCHU APXETUIHUTE Ha
KOCMOTOHUYHUTE BSIPBaHUS U TH CBBP3Ba C )KEHCKOTO HA4Yajo B IPUPOJIaTa KaTo
TBOpel. CBEMEHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO, CIIOPEA HESl, € MUTOJIOTHUYECKH OCMHUCIICHO
KaTo CBENIeHUs1 Opak, mpo3upall BbB BCAKO €aHO oT Tax. J-p Humutpus
CnacoBa JIOTMYHO M3BEXK/a M3BOJA, Y€ ChXPAHCHUTE PEIUKTOBH BSIpPBAHUSA U
oOpemHOCT, NOKyMeHTupaHu mpe3 19. m nmopu B Havamoto Ha 21. Bek, ca
CJIE[ICTBHE HA €HJIOTaMUsITa ¥ 3aTBOPEHUSI HAUMH Ha KUBOT HA OOITHOCTHUTE.

B tpera rmama ,llponereH mpasHuYeH IUKBI U oOpeaHa cuctema™ e
pasrieaHa Bpb3KaTa Ha BAXKHUTE 32 HACEIICHUETO OT M3CIJICIBAHUTE CEIMIIA
oOpean, KOUTO ca TPYyNUpPaHU B TMEPUOJIa anpui — IOHH, C WHUIUAIMOHHUTE
MPaKTUKU. 32 YYACTHUIIUTE B TAX BCEKH OOpell € C KOCMUYECKH pa3Mepu, B
KOUTO BCEKU YOBEK TPsIOBA XapMOHUYHO J1a HAMEPHU CBOETO MSICTO.

CakpanHuTe NpPOCTPAaHCTBA, KOWUTO OINKCBA KaHAWJATKaTa, ca 4acT OT
npupogHaTa cpega. MHOro 4ecro, KOraro ce HaOioAaBa apXUTEKTYPHO
pa3BUTHE, TO € B CKAJIHO-U3CEUYCHHM W/Miu MeraiutHa (opma. J[okonkoTo B
HSIKOM OT T€3M TOMOCH MPUCHCTBAT MAJKH CTPajy, T€ ca OT HAW-CEMITbJ TUI U
ca pe3ysiTar Ha XpHUCTUSHHU3aUuATa. ABTOpKaTa MOCIEIOBATEIHO MPOCIensBa
BHB BCHYKHU aHAJIM3UPAHU OT HEsl OOEKTH MbPBHUYHOTO MHTYUTHUBHO pa3zOupaHe
3a KocMoca, HeroBuTe puTMHU U CHHXPOHU3UPAHE Ha YOBEIIKUTE C TSIX.

Momnorpadusita BbBek1a B HAy4HO OOpBIIEHUE MHOTO HOBU M3BOPU 3a
donkopHaTa KynTypa, ChbOpaHu JUYHO OT aBTOPCKaTa. T T CHIIOCTABS C BeUe
W3BECTHA M TMyOJMKyBaHa WH(OpManMs W TMpeajiara CBOUTE XHUIIOTE3U H
THJIKYBaHUS 32 000COOCHHUTE CaKpaJHU TEPUTOPUH U MACTOTO UM B IISUIOCTHUS
CBETOIJIE]] Ha HaceleHue. ABTOpKaTa MpociensBa TpaHCPOPMALUUTE B
MUTOJIOTUYHUTE TIPEJCTABU U OOPEIUTE, HO SICHO OTKPOSBA apXETUITUTE, KOUTO

ca B OCHOBAaTa Ha BEYHUTE CBETH MecTa. KHurara e ¢ sscHu IIPUHOCH U € II0JIC3HA



3a Y4YCHH, CTYACHTH HW BCHYKH, KOWUTO IIPOABABAT HHTCPCC TpPpaAWIIMOHHATA

Kkyarypa B FOrousrouna EBpora.

Hyﬁnnkaunn, NMpeacraBeHu 1Mo nmpoueaypara

IloBeueTo OT mpeACTaBeHW 3a KOHKypca CTaTUM Ca AHAJIMTUYHU U ca
BbPXYy TEPEHHHM WU3CJIEIBAHUSA, BBPXY pa3paboTeHH U 0000IIEHH TEeMH,
IOPUCHCTBAIM U B XaOWIUTaUMOHHUS Tpyd. CrnenuanHo OMX OTKpoWJa KaTo
MPUHOCHU MYOJIMKAIIMUTE, KOWUTO AaHAJIU3UPAT JIEYUTEICKUTE IPAKTUKU B
CBETWJIMILA HAa OTKPUTO W ONHCAHUTE W AHAIU3UPAHW PUTYAIHH NPAKTUKU B

CKaJIHOU3CCUYCHHU U MCTAJIMTHHU TOIIOCH.

[IpaBu Bneuarnenue, ye HO3Y (QuHaHCcuUpa ABATOCPOUHU TEPEHHU
U3CIICIBaHUs, KOWTO JaBaT BB3MOXXHOCT HAa CBOWUTE IMpENoAaBaTelid Ja
M3BBLPIIBAT 3aJbJI0O0YCHU U3CIEIBaHUS, KOWUTO JAa ObJaT MpeACTaBsHU Ha
HAIMOHAIHUA M MEXIYHAPOJIHU HaydyHU (popymMu 1 0000111aBaHU B MOHOTpaduu.
Tasu mnoJuTHKa Ha YHUBEpCUTETa AMHAMU3UpA HAYYHOTO H3PACTBAHE W

KapUEPHO pa3BUTHE HA IIPENOAABATEIINTE.

3akioueHue

I'n. ac. n1-p dumurpuss CnacoBa € M3rpajieH y4eH, uMa HeoOXoJIumara
HAaTOBapPEHOCT C MPEMOBATEJICKM YAaCOBE U H3IIO MOKPUBA HAYKOMETPUUYHUTE
M3UCKBAHUSITA 32 MOJYyYaBaHETO Ha aKaJleMUYHaTa JJTbKHOCT ,,JOIIEHT .

[IpencraBeHuTe OT KaHAWJATKaTa NyOJUKAlMM ca C IPUHOCH,
obo0maBamM M ca TMOJIE3HHW 3a CTYJICHTH U u3cienoBaTenv. B HaydHO
0oOpBIlleHHE € BBhBEJICH MHOIO HOB M3BOPOB MaTepHas 3a TOIIOCHUTE Ha Bspa H
donkopHaTa KyATypa Ha peaulia Celuila Mo TeYCHHsTa Ha pekutre Mecta u
nonHa Ctpyma, mianuaute Puma, Ilupun, 3anmagam Pononm, benacuua,
Bnaxuna, ManemeBcka, OrpaxjaeH, BKIouuTeaIHO W Yacth oT CeBepHa

r’bp]_II/IH. H3ka3zanure B HY6HI/IKaHI/II/ITC XHUIIOTC3W M JHWYHHU CTaHOBHIIIA Ca



00OCHOBAHO 3aIIUTEHU OT aBTOPKATA.
B mnpencraBenuTe myOnaMKanuMu 3a y4acTHe B KOHKypca HE OTKpHUX
I1J1arMaTCTBO.

[To npouenypara He ca 1O0IyCHATH HAPYIICHUS.

Karo umam mpenBua ropekazaHoTo TiiacyBaM C ToJiokuTeseH riac (Ja)
3a NPHUCHXKIAHE Ha aKaJeMUYHATa JUIBXKHOCT ,,JJOUEHT® B HPO(PECHOHAITHO
Hanpasienue 3.1. Couuonaorus, aHTpoOINoJIOrusl U HayKu 3a kyntypara (Teopus
n ucropus Ha Kyiarypara: CakpallHO IPOCTPaHCTBO M oOpeAaHa cucTeMa OT

ObJrapckaTa HapoAHa KyJITypa) Ha T ac. 1-p Jumurtpus Cnacosa.

15.08.2021r. [Tpod. nun Banepus ®on



REVIEW

of the submitted works for participation in a competition for the academic
position of ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, announced by SWU "Neofit Rilski" in
SG, issue 37 / 07.05.2021

Reviewer: Prof. Valeria Fol, University of Library Science and
Information Technology, Institute of Balkan Studies with Center for Thracology
- BAS

Chief Assistant Dr DIMITRIYA KOSTADINOVA SPASOVA is the
only candidate in a competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor"
in the professional field 3.1. Sociology, anthropology and cultural sciences
(Theory and history of culture: Sacred space and ritual system of Bulgarian folk
culture) for the needs of SWU "Neofit Rilski", order of the Rector Ne 1336/18. 06.
2021, minutes Nel / 14.07.2021 from the first meeting of the scientific jury.

Presentation of the candidate and professional experience

Ch. Assistant Dr. Dimitria Spasova graduated in Cultural studied at SWU
"Neofit Rilski" (2003). From 2004 to 2008 he was a full-time doctoral student in
"Theory and History of Culture. Ancient Cultures” at the Department of Cultur
studies at the same university. In 2010 she successfully defended her doctoral
thesis on "Ancient magical practices in folk medicine from Southwestern
Bulgaria." The academic career of the candidate is developing at SWU "Neofit
Rilski", where since 2011 and now she holds the academic positions of assistant

and chief assistant (since 2014) in the Department of Cultural Studies. She



specialized in Etruscan Studies and Italian Antiquity at the University for

Foreigners in Perugia, Italy.

The candidate’s research interests are in the field of ethnology, semiotics of
culture, cultural heritage and cultural tourism. The courses and exercises she
teaches are within the scope of her research. Dr Dimitria Spasova leads the
master's program "Cultural Heritage and Cultural Tourism" at the Department of
Cultural Studies at the Faculty of Arts. She actively participates in the academic
and administrative life of the department and the university. The candidate is a
participant in research projects, as can be seen from the attached publications and
documentation on the procedure. Since the competition for chief assistant until
now, the candidate has participated in numerous national and international

scientific conferences and the reports presented by her have been published.

Evaluation of the habilitation work

For participation in the competition the candidate Ch. Assistant Dr
Dimitriya Spasova presents a habilitation thesis, a monograph, based on a
defended doctoral dissertation, an abstract of the doctoral thesis, part of a
collective monograph and 20 articles and reports. From the list for review |
exclude the abstract, two of the articles published in the year of the defense of the
doctoral thesis and the published doctoral thesis, as they are positively peer-

reviewed.

The presented habilitation work “Sacred space and ritual system. Based on
materials from the folk culture in Southwestern Bulgaria” consists of an
introduction, three chapters and a conclusion, used literature, a list of informants,
an album, a total of 199 pages of text and 16 photos. In the introduction the
candidate formulates the purpose of her research, the tasks, the methods and the
types of sources she uses. She emphasizes that based on the results of the

interdisciplinary research of the Center for Ancient Cultures of SWU, her goal is



to analyze the sacred geography and the related ritual system in the settlements
along the rivers Mesta and lower Struma, the mountains Rila, Pirin, Western
Rhodopes, Belasitsa, Vlahina, Maleshevska, Ograzhden, including parts of

Northern Greece.

The American scientist Simon Unwin briefly formulates the sacred space
as a special place, which can be natural or specially built without functions for
mortals. | agree with him in the first part of his definition, but I allow myself to
disagree with him about the functions of people. Being an architect, Prof. Simon
Unwin does not know a living ritual in the millennia-old topos of faith described
by Dr Dimitrina Spasova. It is such observations that show that they are the places
where the ritual constitutes a conscious presence, sensory and spiritual experience

or an empathic one, depending on whether the person performs it alone or in a

group.

The book is essentially a regional cultural study based on rich ethnographic
and archaeological material. Dr D. Spasova has been part of an interdisciplinary
team for many years, which studies the area described above. She compares her
observations not only with previous research (ethnographic, demographic,
historical, archaeological), but also uses the results achieved by other team

members.

Exploring the sacred geography of the settlements, the author groups the
field material in the first two chapters "Sacred space and settlement system™ and
"Peaks, churches and rites in meteorological aspect”. It logically traces the role of
nature in the formation of sacred space and at the same time providing the
atmosphere and subjective characteristics of faith. The rite constitutes a conscious
presence, sensory and spiritual experience and Dr D. Spasova has gathered
impressive information about each specific topos of faith and the context in which

it is geographically and temporally located. According to her, the documented



faith and ritualism in honour of the patron and protector of the home, family, land,
preserve an ancient notion of hierophany. Finding that the ritual is concentrated
in the months of April - June, the author seeks the archetypes of cosmogonic
beliefs and connects them with the feminine beginning in nature as an artist.
Sacred space, according to her, is mythologically conceptualized as a sacred
marriage, visible in each of the beliefs. Dr Dimitriya Spasova logically concludes
that the preserved relict beliefs and rituals, documented in the 19th and even in
the early 21st century, are a consequence of endogamy and the closed way of life

of the communities.

In the third chapter, "Spring holiday cycle and ritual system™ is considered
the connection of the important for the population of the studied settlements rites,
grouped in the period April — June, with the initiation practices. For the
participants in them, each rite has cosmic dimensions, in which each person must

find their place harmoniously.

The sacred spaces described by the candidate are part of the natural
environment. Very often, when architectural development is observed, it is in
rock-cut and / or megalithic form. If small buildings are present in some of these
topoi, they are of the simplest type and are the result of Christianization. The
author consistently traces in all the objects she analyzes the primary intuitive
understanding of the Cosmos, its rhythms and the synchronization of the human
rhythms with them.

The monograph introduces into scientific circulation many new sources on
folklore culture, collected personally by the author. She compares them with
already known and published information and offers her hypotheses and
interpretations about the separate sacred territories and their place in the overall
worldview of the population. The author traces the transformations in the
mythological notions and rites, but clearly highlights the archetypes that



constitute the basis of the eternal holy places. The book has clear contributions
and is useful for scholars, students and anyone interested in traditional culture in

Southeast Europe.
Publications submitted under the procedure

Most of the articles submitted for the competition are analytical and are on
field research, on developed and summarized topics, present in the habilitation
work. | would especially like to highlight as contributing ones the publications
that analyze the healing practices in open-air sanctuaries and the described and

analyzed ritual practices in rock-cut and megalithic topoi.

It is noteworthy that SWU funds long-term field research, which allows its
teachers to conduct in-depth research, presented at national and international
scientific forums and summarized in monographs. This policy of the university

dynamizes the scientific growth and career development of teachers.

Conclusion

Ch. Assistant Dr Dimitriya Spasova is a mature scientist, possesses the
necessary workload of teaching hours and fully covers the scientometric

requirements for obtaining the academic position of "Associate Professor".

The publications presented by the candidate have summarizing
contributions, and are useful for students and researchers. In scientific circulation
Is introduced a lot of new source material about the topoi of faith and folklore
culture of a number of settlements along the rivers Mesta and lower Struma, the
mountains Rila, Pirin, Western Rhodopes, Belasitsa, Vlahina, Maleshevska,
Ograzhden, including parts of Northern Greece. The hypotheses and personal

opinions expressed in the publications are reasonably defended by the author.



| did not find any plagiarism in the publications submitted for participation

in the competition.
No violations were committed during the procedure.

In view of the above, | am voting with a positive vote (Yes) for awarding
of the academic position of "Associate Professor" in the professional field 3.1.
Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences (Theory and History of Culture:
Sacred Space and Ritual System of Bulgarian Folk Culture) to Ch. Assistant Dr.

Dimitriya Spasova.

15. 08. 2021 Prof. Dr.Sc. Valeria Fol



