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10 IpolieAypa 3a NpUA00MBaHe HA aKaJleMHUYHaTa AJbXXHOCT " AOLEHT"
no Teopusi u ucmopus Ha Kyaimypama,
o6saBeH oT l0roszanaanusa yuusepcurteT "Heodut Pusncku”,
Aospicasen gecmHuk, 6p. 37 ot 7 maut 2021 r.

EIMHCTBEH yYaCTHUK B 00sIBEHUS] KOHKYPC 3a JOLEeHT no Teopus u ucmopus Ha
Kyamypama e rJ. ac. -p JAumutpusa CnacoBa. KanguaaTkara e npeacTaBua BCUYKU
M3UCKyEMU [JIOKYMEHTH, MOJpeJleHU MperjeJHO U ChAbpKally ILsijaTa Heob6XxoAuMa
MHpopMalMs 3a MPOU3HACSHE HAa HAYYHOTO XKypH. HasinuHa e cnpaBKa 3a U3I'bJIHEHHE
Ha MUHUMaJIHUTE HAlMOHAJIHU M3UCKBaHUS 3a 3aeMaHe Ha aKaJleMHU4YHaTa AJbXHOCT
"noueHT" B npodecruoHasHo HanpaBseHue 3.1. Coyuos02us, aHmpono.i02usi U HayKu 3a
Kysamypama. JJUI'bXXHOCTTA, 3a KOSITO NMpeTeHJupa KaHAWUATKaTa, lie 6'bjJie C OCHOBHO
paboTHO MsicTo B KaTepa "Kyatyposorusa” BbB @akysTeTa o uskycrsarta Ha H03Y. Ot
npeAoCTaBeHaTa ClIpaBKa JIMUM, Ye KaTepaTa OCUTYpsABa AJbXKHOCTTA ¢ 10 AUCHUNIIMHA
1o 6aKaJlaBbpPCKH U MaruCTbPCKU NPOrpamMu B NpodpeCUOHATHOTO HallpaBJeHHeE.

['n. ac. g-p Jumutpusa CnacoBa e 3alUTWIa AUcepTalUs MO aKaJeMHU4YHaTa
creLMaaHOCT Ha KoHKypca npe3 2010 r. kaTo pefj0BEH AOKTOPAHT KbM ClIOMeHaTaTa
Kateapa. Ta uma 10-roauliieH cTaX KaTo aCUCTEHT U IJIaBeH acCUCTEHT BbB Paky/iTeTa
no uskKyctBara. OCBeH C TeKyljaTa CU MpernoJiaBaTescka paboTa, TS e aHraXUpaHa U ¢
y4acTHe B Hay4HHU [IPOEKTH, C pPbKOBO/CTBO Ha MaruCTbpcKa Nporpama, € 1oroToBKa Ha
YHUBEPCUTETCKU GOPYMHU U C TepeHHa paboTa B Ipoduia Ha CBOUTE HAYYHH 3aHUMAaHUSI.
Pa6oTaTa 1 CbC CTy[leHTUTE BKJII0YBAa P'bKOBOACTBO HAa UIIJIOMHU Pab0OTH, peasiu3upaHe
Ha CTYAEHTCKU KOH$EPEHI[UH U NMOAT0TOBKA Ha CTYAEeHTCKU GOTON3/10K6U. CHbBMECTHO
c npod. AHK Bacus MapkoB T4 e HayyeH pbKOBOJAUTEJ HA yCHEIHO 3aiuTua npe3 2018
I. IOKTOPAHT C TeMa 3a MeraJIMTHUTe naMeTHULY B Ereiicka Tpakusa. KangugaTtkara e
YyJieH Ha peJaKIMOHHUTE KOJIEeTUM Ha 4YeTHPU MPECTHUKHU HaydHU COOPHUKA OT
MeX/AYHAapOAHU KOHPEepEeHIUM U HA HAKOJIKO aKaJleMUYHH OpraHU3alUu.

[-p CnmacoBa yyacTBa B KOHKypca C J[Be CaMOCTOSTEJHUM MoHorpapuud -
XaOWJIMTALlMOHEH TPY/ Y NyOJMKYBaHa AucepTalUsa HA TeMa "Maruiecku NpakTHUKU OT
O'bJirapckaTa HapoJHa MeaunuHa". M fABaTa akaZleMHUYHU TeEKCTa ca O0OChJEHU B
KaTeJpaTa U cjeJi TOBa MyOJUKYBaHU OT YHHUBEPCUTETCKOTO U3zjaTescTBO Ha HO3Y.
[IpeaMeT Ha aHaA/IU3 B HACTOSAILLOTO CTAHOBUIIIE 1€ O'bJle CaMO XaOUJIUTALUOHHUAT TPY/,
TbU KaTo ¢ Jpyrata MoHorpadus Td Beye e NpUJ00UJIa 06pa3oBaTesHAaTa U HayyHa
creneH "poktop" npeau 11 roaunu. IlpencraBeHu ca U 18 ny6/aMKyBaHU CTaTHUM, OT
KOoUTO 15 ca caMoOCTOsITeNIHH, a OCTaHAJUTE B ChbAaBTOPCTBO. 9 OT CTAaTUUTE ca Ha
aHTJIMMCKUA e3UK, a OCTaHa/IUTe — Ha ObJrapcku e3uk. Bcuuku Te ca oTnmeyaTaHu B
CIMCAaHUs WM COOPHUIM C HaydyHa peJlaKliusl, B HAKOU OT KOUTO ca MyO6JHUKYBaHU
pe3y/JTaTUTe OT HayYHU GOPYMHU — YHUBEPCUTETCKH, HALJMOHAJIHU U MEX/yHapoaHU. B
CIMCDbKa e BKJIYEeHa U eJjHa IJlaBa OT KOJIEKTUBHA MOHOrpadusi, KOSITO NpPeACTOU Ja
n3sJjie3e oT nevat npe3 2021 r. TeKCT'bT He e peACTaBEH U 110 Ta3W NPUYUHA ChIIO HIMA
Jla 6'bZle 06eKT Ha pelleH3UpaHe. B Tab/iMuaTa 3a HAQyKOMEeTPUYHHUTE MOKa3aTesH ca
OTYETEHU U 0CeM LIUTUPAHUs Ha CTaTUM C aBTop A-p CnacoBa, ype3 KOETO ce rapaHTHpa
Cra3BaHeTO Ha 3aKOHOBOTO U3UCKBaHE U M0 TO3U KpUTepul. EfHCcTBEHaTa MU besiexxka
10 JJIOKYMEHTALUsTA € CBbpP3aHa C OTChbCTBUETO Ha SICHO [0iYepTaBaHe KOU OT CTaTUUTeE



Ha aBTOpKaTa ca MO0 TeMaTa JAUCepPTAalMOHHMS TPYA W KOU ca CBbpP3aHU C JPYTUTE U
OCHOBHHM 3aHHMMaHHUs. KakTo e M3BECTHO, CTAaTUMTE MO JHCEepTalUATa Ce MPeACTaBAT
camMo 3a WH}opMalus, HO He W 3a pelleH3WpaHe NPU KaHAWJATCTBAaHe 3a CJieJBallU
Hay4YHa CTeleH UK JJTbXHOCT.

MonorpadusTa "CakpasiHO MIPOCTPAHCTBO U 06peHa cucTeMa. [lo MaTepuasu oT
obpenHaTa Ky/aTypa B lOrozanaaHa bbiarapus” e kiacuyecko eTHOrpadcKo U3caeiBaHe
C eJleMEHTH Ha aHTPOIOJIOTUYHHU U KYJTYPOJOTUYHU aHaIWU3U. To e 6Ga3MpaHO BBPXY
NpOAbJ/KUTE/IHA TEPEHHA paboTa B IOCOYEHHUS pErMOH, KaTo €a M0JI3BaHU U MaTepraIu
OT eKCHeJUIMU B cesa C O'bJIAPCKO HaceJeHUe B MOrPaHUYHUTE palioHU ¢ ["'bpuus.
MeTozi0/10rMYeCKH KOPEKTHO € OYepTaHa CaKpa/HaTa reorpadus Ha ceauuiaTta Io
JloJIMHaTa Ha peka MecTa, BKJ/IIOUBAIlld KAaKTO XPUCTUSIHCKH, TaKa U NPeAXPUCTUSHCKU
TOIMOCH - I'bPKBH, MapakJIKUcH, ob6poyuia neujepu. CakpasiHata reorpadus e oCMUCIeHA
He caMO B HelHUAA QpU3UYECKU CMUCDHJ, HO U B aHTPOIOJIOTUYHOTO N U3MepeHHE KaTO
"oCb3HaTa TEPUTOPUS HA MeCTHATa 0OLIHOCT, Ch3/jaBallla ycellaHeTo 3a cBos 3eMs” (C.
19-20). CunyeTbT HAa HEBUJUMHS NMOKPOBUTEJ — CTOIAH, HA loMa U/WJM CEJHUILETO,
IPUCHCTBALL HEU3MEHHO B MECTHATa TPAAULMOHHA KYJITYpa, € OuepTaH Ha OCHOBATa Ha
TEpPeHHHU JJaHHU OT JleCeTKH ceJla U IPU NPUAbpKaHe KbM yTBbpJeHaTa B HayyHaTa HU
KHI)KHMHA Te3a 3a Bpb3KaTa Ha TO3U apXeTUIleH 06pa3 ¢ "MbXXKaTa MOJIOXKHUTEeJHa
XMIIOCTa3a HA 3Mes-MOKpoBUTE U 3Meebopel” (c. 39). [IpuBeseHu ca 0OUIHU JAHHU OT
GONIKJIOPHU 3allMCU OT JIpyrd aBTOPU M pPErdoHU. Pas3kpuTH ca MpolecuTe Ha
NOCThIATENHO "ChbBMECTSIBaHE" e3U4YeCKUs CTONAaH C peaJMuTe, KAHOHUTE U CBETIUTE
Ha XPUCTUSHCKATa peaurus. B TO3M KOHTEKCT ca pasrbpHaTH M KOHILENTHUTEe 3a
obpesHaTa Tpame3a Ha CToMaHa. PeKOHCTpyupaHa e Bpb3KaTa MeEXAy MNOJAJAbpKaHe
KyJTa KbM CTOMAaHa M O0OOpeJHUTEe OOUKOJKU Ha CAKpPaJHOTO NPOCTPAHCTBO,
BKJIDUUTEJHO U Ype3 0OpeJHU XOpa, U3M'bJHABAHU IMOJ, CBHIPOBOJA HA TOYHO
onpeJiesieHU NMecHU. Peructprupanu ca o6peHuTe X0pa Ha ['eprboBzeH u BenukzieH B
peauIa cesia OT NPOy4YBaHUs peruoH. OnMMcaHu ca peiKM BApUaHTH Ha 06peJia NoKpscmu,
Ype3 KOUTO ce 0OMKaJIsl CHHOpPA Ha UMOTA 32 UMOJIBaHe Ha JIbX/J, U peKoJiTa. BbB BTOpa
rj1aBa Ha MoHorpadusaTa ybeJUTeJHO ca MpeACTaBeHU 0OpeJU C MeTeopoJIorhueH
aclieKT, CBbpP3aHU C BbPXOBe U vepkoBulla. OcCBeH puUTyaldTe, Ca ONUCAHU U
MHUTOJIOTUYHUTE MpPEACTaBU BBbPXYy KOUTO B OGUTYBAT XWJISAJOJETHUTE MPAKTHUKH 3a
YMHUJIOCTUBSIBAHE HA MPUPOJHUTE CTUXHUU U 32 OCUTYpPsIBAHE HA PEKOJITA U JJ0OpYyBaHe.
[lak B JIOHOTO Ha T'bPCEHOTO OT TPAJUIMOHHHUSA YOBEK "pa3bUpaTesiCTBO" C MOI'bIIUTE
CUJIM Ha MpPUPOJATA Ca XapaKTepU3UpPAHU IMPOJIETHUTE MPa3HUYHU pUTyatd. Tyk
aBTOpKaTa BBbBJIMYA 3HAUYUM 06eM (OJIKJIOPUCTUYHU H3CJe/[BAHUS HAa Y4eHU OT
NpeiX0AHUTE HAKOJIKO ITOKOJIEHHUS, KaTO UIKCTpUpPa yOeUTeNHO yTBbPJAEeHHU B HayKaTa
KOHLENTHU C NPUMEpPH, U3BJIeYEHU OT CUCTEMHATa CU TepeHHa paboTta B lOrosamagHa
bbarapus.

XabuaUTanMOHHUAT TpyA Ha A-p CnacoBa MM HampaBd IOJIOXKUTETHO
Blle4YaTJeHUEe C MPOMUCIEHATa CTPYKTypa, NpodecrUoHaJHUs e3UK, OaJlaHCUPAHOTO
Brpak/laHe Ha JJIOOUTHTE OT NPSAK KOHTAKT C UHPOPMATOPUTE JJaHHHU B 001U KOHTEKCT
HA 3HAHUETO 32 CAKPaJIHUTEe MPOCTPAHCTBA BBB PosikIopHATA KyaTypa. [IpuBeeHuTe
IIUTATH ca KOPEKTHH U Jl06pe noJbpaHu. UI0CTpaTUBHUAT MaTepUasl e pa3HooOpa3eH
U Jj06pe 06Bbp3aH ¢ OCHOBHUSA HapaTuB (c. 200-215). [IpuHOCeH Mo CcBOSI XapakTep e
aHa/JM3'bT Ha apxeTUlna ceeweH 6pak, pasrbpHAT B KOHTEKCTAa Ha XPUCTHUsSHCKAaTa



pesuruss ¥ Ha OCHOBaTa Ha JIOKaJHU NpuMepu. KaTo mo-chbuiecTBeH AeduUUT Ha
MOHOrpadusaTa OT YUCTO METOJOJOTHUYECKO eCTEeCTBO CH MO3BOJISIBAM [Jla OTKpOs
JIUIICaTa Ha MOTHUBALMS 3a MpeANOYeTEHUS] TEPMUH CAKpAJHA 2eozpadusi mpen, mo-
IIMPOKO Pa3NpoCTPaHEHUS CAKPA/IHO NPOCMPAHCMEBO.

B cTaTuuTe, npeicTaBeHU 3a yYacTHe B KOHKYPCA, Ce OTKPOSIBAT HAKOJIKO IPYIIH.
[I'bpBaTa OT TAX € CBbpP3aHa C UHTepeca Ha aBTOpPKaTa KbM HapojHaTa MeJHWIIMHA,
HOPOAYKT OT KOWTO € U AUCEePTALMOHHUSAT W TPY/. BTopaTa rpyna ctaTuu ce OTHacAT 0
pe3y/ITaTU OT TePEHHU MPOYYBAHMUS, OCHLIECTBSIBAHU B PAMKHUTE Ha U3CJ€/10BaTE/ICKU
npoektu - ceso Jluasgu (Krocrenguicko), ceno Ilanat, (o6muua CTpyMsiHH), ceJio
bannyan (FonezendeBcko) u gp. YacT oT cTaTUUTe ca NMOCBETEHW HAa MarudecKuTe
NPaKTUKU B TPAJULMOHHOTO 0611[ecTBO. ABTOpKaTa pa3paboTBa U TemMaTa 3a posikiopa
KaTO pecypc 3a pa3BUTHETO Ha KYJTYpHUS Typu3bM. jenTe 1 B TOBa OTHOILIEHHE ca
KpeaTHBHHU, HO 6U TPsIO6BaJIo /ia Ce OCHOBABAT Ha NO-IIMPOKa 6a3a OT JaHHHU, BKJIIOYBALIa
M HSAKOW KYJTYpPHU MPAKTUKU OTBBJ TepuTopusAta Ha lOrozamagHa Bbiarapus.
ETHorpadckaTa ryiefHa TOYKa KbM IPOYYBAHETO HAa METaJUTHUTE KYJTYPU CBhLIO
oboraTsiBa MHTepIHpeTalMsTa Ha Ta3W KaTo LsJO CJ0XKHA TeMa B Objrapckara
XyMaHUTapUucTUKa. [lo Moe MHeHUE, eIUH OT HAaW-NIPUHOCHUTE TeKCTOBe Ha J-p CnacoBa
e cratusAta U "ColMa/iHO HpeANpUeMayecTBO W HalMOHaJeH MaHTaJIUTET", KOSTO
nos3Ba Mozesa Ha XeepT XodcTeZe 3a eMNUPUYHHM HU3C/A€/BAHUS HA KYJTYPHUTE
pasyinyus, 060co6sIBalKU MIECT pa3/IMYHU KYyJATypHU npodusa Ha HauuuTe. Ha ocHoBa
Ha COLMOJIOTUYECKU aHa/M3 Ha O'BbJrapCKUTe peasHOCTH, aBTOpKaTa JOCTUra [0
MOTUBUPAHU 3aK/JKYEHUs, KOUTO OCMMUCIASA B KOHTEKCTa Ha COLIMaJHOTO
npeJnpueMayecTBo.

[leparoruyeckara paboTa Ha KaH/U/AATKaTa, KOSTO ChIIO MO/JIEXU Ha peLeHKa
B HACTOSAILATa NPOLelypa, BKJAYBA pa3paboTBaHETO HA y4eOHU KypCoBe 3a CTY/IeHTH B
cTeneHUTe "GakajaBbp"' M "MarucTbp', BoJleHe Ha JieKLMU U ynpakHeHus B H03Y,
TEpPEeHHU MpPAKTUKU CbC CTYZEHTH, HAay4YHO PBKOBOJACTBO Ha AUIJIOMHU pa6oTu. OT
npejCcTaBeHUTe JJOKYMEHTHU JiM4HY, ye A-p CrnacoBa U3I'bJHSBA 33/ /b/PKEHUSATA CU OT
CIIOMEeHaTUsl KpbI' cTapaTeJHO U npodecuoHasHo. [leHHOCTTa U 10 YHUBEPCUTETCKHU
IPOEKTH ChIL0 NPHU/aBa 3HAaYUMa TeXeCT Ha akaZleMU4YHus 1 npodu. [Ipenopbkata Mu
K'bM I10-HAaTaTbIIHOTO M aKaZleMUYHa pa3BUTHE € Jja pa3liMpy Kp'bra Ha TEPEHHUTE CU
HabJtoJleHus1 OTBbJ npeJenuTe Ha lOrosamasna Bbiarapusi v B mo-mMaska CTeneH Ja
NoAleHsABa Bb3JEeUCTBUETO Ha XWJsSJ0JIeTHAaTa XPUCTHUSIHCKA KYJITypa BbpXY
COLMA/IHUTE OTHOILIEHUS U NMPAKTHUKU B 6'bJrapcKoTo 0611ecTBO U Ha bankaHuTe KaTo
us10. by 6110 06pe fja ce MOJI0XKAT U YCUJIUSA 32 TO-CUCTEMHU HAGJII0/IeHUS U aHAJIU3U
M Ha MIOCIOJIMaHCKUTe o6mHocty B lOrosanagHa bbarapus, kouTo cbLio ca
"npepaboTUan" B CBOSAATA KYyJTypa pUTyald, NPAKTUKU U Bb3TJeJU OT €3UYeCKUTe
enoXHu.

B nasoct, akajeMUyHaTa JeMHOCT U HayYHUTe M3CJeJBaHUA Ha IJ. ac. A-p
Jumutpua CnacoBa cb3AaBaT BlleYaTJ/IeHHWE 33 Cb3HATEJHO, KOMIIETEHTHO U YIIOPHO
pasrpbliiaHe Ha NPOAYKTUBHU YCUJIMS IO IOCOKA Ch3/laBaHe Ha HOBO 3HaHUeE B 06J1aCTTa
Ha couMaJHUTe Haykd. O6pasoBaTesiHaTa M IMOMNyJApU3aTOpCKaTa JeWHOCT Ha
KaHJuJaTKaTa ChbLI0 Ca HA BUCOKO aKaJleMUYHO HUBO. ToBa ca U OCHOBaHMUATA MM 34
[IOJIOKHUTEJ/IHA oueHka Ha KaHAuzaTypaTta Ha . ac. A-p Jumutpua CmacoBa B



KOHKypca 3a jpoueHT mno Teopus u ucmopus Ha Kyamypama kbM KaTezapa
"Kyatyposiorua" B lOrosanagnus ynuepcuteT "Heodut Pusicku”.

Codus,
29 aBryct 2021 npod. 1uH Bepa boHeBa, AHK



OPINION
Re the academic appointment of an Associate Professor in Theory and History of Culture,
announced by the Neofit Rilski Southwestern University (Darzhaven vestnik, issue 37, of May
7th, 2021)

Chief Assistant Professor, Dr. Dimitriya Spassova, is the sole contender in the
competition for the position of Associate Professor of Theory and History of Culture. The
candidate has submitted all due documents, clearly ordered and containing all the information
needed for a body of academic jurors to take a decision on the case. There is a document re the
filfilment of the minimal national criteria for eligibility concerning the academic position
“Associate Professor”, professional line 3.1. Sociology, anthropology, and cultural sciences. The
job which the candidate is seeking will be based mainly in the Chair of Culturology in the Arts
Department of the Southwestern University. It is stated in the submitted reference that the said
Chair shall provide for the position in question 10 disciplines of bachelor and master programs in
the above mentioned professional line.

Chief Assistant Professor, Dr. Dimitriya Spassova has defended in 2010 a doctoral thesis
relevant to the academic specialty of the competition as a regular doctoral student at the Chair
already mentioned. She has worked for 10 years as Assistant Professor and Chief Assistant
Professor at the Arts Faculty. Besides her daily teaching, she is also busy participating in
academic projects, such as managing a master’s program, organizing University fora and doing
fieldwork in connection with her academic research. Her engagement with students includes
tutelage over graduation papers and organization of student conferences and photo exhibitions.
Together with prof. Vassil Markov, DSc (Culture), she was an academic supervisor of a doctoral
student, who in 2018 successfully defended a thesis on megalithic monuments in Aegean Thrace.
Dr. Spassova is a member of the editorial boards that have produced four prestigious collections
of academic papers from international conferences, as well as of the boards of several academic
organizations.

The candidate participates in the competition with two monographs, authored by herself: a
habilitation study and her published dissertation entitled Magical practices from the Bulgarian
folk medicine. Both academic texts have been discussed at the Chair and subsequently published

by the Southwestern University Press. Here | shall analyze only the habilitation study, as the



candidate has already used the other monograph to be awarded the educational and academic
degree Doctor 11 years ago. Also presented are 18 published articles, of which 15 are authored
solely by Dr. Spassova, while the remaining three are co-authored. Nine of these articles are
written in English, the rest — in Bulgarian. All were published in journals and collections that
have undergone academic editorship; in some of them are published the results of academic fora
— at university level, and also national and international levels. Included in the list is also a
chapter from a collective monography, which is due to go to press i 2021. The text of that chapter
is not submitted, and therefore shall not be reviewed here. In the scientometry table are listed
eight citings of articles with Dr. Spassova as author, which fulfils the relevant legal requirements.
My only remark on the documentation is generated by the fact that there is no indication which of
the author’s articles deal with the problematique of her dissertation, and which pursue other
academic interests of hers. As is known, articles on topics of a dissertation are listed for
informational purposes only, and not in order to be reviewed in the process of applying for a
subsequent academic degree or position.

The monograph Sacred space and rites system. On the basis of rites culture in
Southwestern Bulgaria is a classical ethnographic study with elements of culturological and
anthropological analysis. It is founded on long-term fieldwork in the region mentioned, together
with material obtained during expeditions to some villages on Greek territory along the border
with Bulgaria, inhabited by ethnic Bulgarians. The sacred geography of the villages in the Mesta
river valley is delineated methodologically correctly. It includes Christian, as well as pre-
Christian locations, e.g. churches, chapels, rites sites, caverns. The sacred geography is
conceptualized not only in its physical aspect, but also in its anthropological dimension as
“recognized territory of the local community, creating the feeling of common ownership of that
land (pp 19-20). The author is able to create an impression of the unseen protector of the place,
the stopan of home and hamlet, ubiquitous in local traditional culture. That has been achieved on
the basis of field data from dozens of villages. In doing that, Dr. Spassova has adhered to the
notion, established in our academic literature, that the said archetypal image is linked with “the
male positive hypostasis of the serpent-protector and serpent-fighter” (p 39). Copious data is
drawn from folk recordings by other authors and regions. Explained is the process of gradual
“amalgamation” of the pagan stopan with the realia, canons, and saints of the Christian faith. In

that context are elaborated the notions of the ritaualistic feast of the stopan. The link between



sustaining the stopan cult and the ritualistic tour of the sacred locus is demonstrated, including
via a ritualistic horo, danced to the tune of strictly prescribed songs. Several kinds of ritualistic
horo danced on St George’s day and on Easter are registered. Described are some rare variants of
the rite pokrasti, in which the boundaries of the land property are toured in a plea for rain and
rich harvest.

In Chapter two of the monograph there are convincing accounts of meteorologiclal-type
rituals, connected to peaks and church grounds. Besides the rituals, there is a description of
millennium-old mythological ideas aimed at appeasing the elements of nature and ensuring good
harvests and well-being. Spring fete rituals are also seen in the context of the “mutual
understanding” to be established with the awful might of nature, sought after by traditionalistic
man. The author amasses here a considerable volume of folkloristic research by scholars from
several preceding generations, while illustrating established academic concepts with examples
from her own systematic fieldwork throughout Southwestern Bulgaria.

The study of Dr. Spassova has impressed me with its carefully thought-out structure, its
professional language, and its balanced inbuilding of data, obtained through direct contact with
informers, into the general context of knowledge re sacred spaces in folk culture. The citations
are correct and well-picked. The illustrative material is varied and well-tied to the main narrative.
The analysis of the archetype sacred marriage, elaborated in the context of the Christian religion
and based on local examples, is a contribution to academic knowledge. I shall mark as worth
mentioning one methodological deficit of the monograph, i.e. the lack of argumentation for the
choice of the term sacred geography over the more popular term sacred space.

The submitted articles fall into several groups. Articles in the first group result from the
interest of the author in folk medicine, exhibited also in her dissertation. The second group of
articles report and analyze fieldwork, undertaken by the author within the framework of several
research projects: the village of Lilyach (Kyustendil district), the village of Palat (Stroumyani
municipality), the village of Banichan (Gotse Delchev district). Part of the articles address
magical practices in a traditional society. Besides, the topic of folklore as a resource for the
development of cultural tourism is dwelt on. The author exhibits rather creative ideas in this
domain; however, it would be better were they founded on a wider factual basis, including
cultural practices beyond the territory of Southwestern Bulgaria. The ethographical viewpoint

towards the megalithic cultures is also an enrichment of this problematique, which on the whole



has proven complicated for Bulgarian humanity studies. 1 am of the opinion that one of the texts
most contributing to our understanding of such matter is Dr. Spassova’s article “Social enterprise
and national mentality”, which follows the model of Geert Hofstede concerning the empirical
approach to cultural differences, based on six national cultural indicators. Having made a
sociological analysis of Bulgarian realia, the author establishes convincing conclusions,
applicable in the domain of social entrepreneurship.

The candidate’s work as educator, also to be evaluated under the current procedure,
includes the production of education courses for students aspiring for bachelor and master
degrees; giving lectures and conducting seminars in the Southwestern University; fieldwork
training of students; supervision of students’ diploma papers. The documents submitted show that
Dr. Spassova deals with such obligations with diligence and professionalism. Her activity in
university projects contributes significantly to her academic standing. My recommendation here
is that her fieldwork be broadened beyond the boundaries of Southwestern Bulgaria; also, that a
correction of sights re the impact of the millennium-long Christian culture on social relations and
practices in Bulgarian and Balkan societies is needed, for at present that impact appears to be
underestimated. It would also be good to have more systematic observations and analysis of the
Muslim communities in Southwestern Bulgaria, which have also “recycled” in their culture
plenty of rituals, practices and attitudes descended from pagan times.

As a whole, the academic activities and research of Senior Assistant Professor Dr.
Dimitriya Spassova leave the impression of a conscientious, competent and dedicated effort to
produce original knowledge in the social sciences. Her work as educator and popularizer of of
academic knowledge are also of high quality. These are my grounds for a POSITIVE evaluation
of the candidature of Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Dimitriya Spassova in the competition for the
position of Associate Professor of Theory and History of Culture at the Chair of Culturology of

the Neofit Rilski Southwestern University.

Prof. Vera Boneva, DSc (History), DSc (Culturology)
Sofia
August 29", 2021



