CTAHOBUIIE

ot ipo¢. a1-p UBanka BiaeBa
IOro3zananen ynusepcurert ,,Heopur Puacku*
3a KaHAUAaTypara Ha ri. ac. 1-p Aumutpusa KocragunoBa Cnacosa
10 KOHKYPC 32 aKaJleMUYHA JJIbXKHOCT ,,/lomenT*
npodgecuonaqHo HanpasjeHue 3.1 Co1uo/iorus, aHTPONOJIOTUsl ¥ HAYKH 32
kyJarypara. Teopusi u ucropust Ha KyJarypara (CakpajaHo NPOCTPAHCTBO U
o0peaHa cUCTEMA OT OBJITrapcKaTa HAPOJAHA KYJITYpPA)
o0siBeH ot IOrozananen ynusepcurer ,,Heoput Puiickn®
B ,,JIbp:kaBen BecTHUK® 0p. 37 / 07.05.2021 .

B o00siBeHMs KOHKYpC ydacTBa €AMH KaHaujaT — TJ. ac. A-p dumutpus
KocragunnoBa CrnacoBa — mjareH mnpernogasaren KbM DakynaTeT mo HM3KyCTBaTa,
karenpa ,,Kynryponorus® npu FO3Y ,Heodutr Puncku“. [dokymeHTamusta 1o
KOHKypca € B CbhOTBETCTBHE ¢ wu3uckBaHuaTa Ha 3PACPbL. IlpencraBenure
JEHHOCTH OTTOBapsAT HA MUHUMAJHUTE HAllMOHATHU HAYKOMETPUYHM IOKa3aTelln
3a 3a€MaHE€ Ha aKaJeMHUYHATa JIBXHOCT ,,JloneHT mo ,,Teopus u ucropus Ha
kyatypata (CakpallHO IPOCTPAHCTBO U OOpeIHa cUCcTeMa OT ObJrapckaTa HapoIHa
KyJaTypa)®.

Huvmutpuss CnacoBa € YTBBPAEH IMpEnojaBarell, KyJATypoJor C
IBJITOTOAMILIEH ONUT, MHOTOCTPAHHA aKTHUBHA JAEHHOCT M BUCOKO MPO(ECHOHATHO
npu3HaHue. 3a HACTOSIIMA KOHKYpPC TS TMPEACTaBs MHOIO IIMPOK 0O0eM OT
Hay4YHOU3CIIEIOBATENCKA, TPOEKTHA U MpenoaaBaTencka AeitHoctu. Te3u aeitHocTr
ca CHUCTEMAaTHU3MpPAHM B HAKOJIKO Ipynu nokazarenu: A) JucepraumoHeH Tpyn
,»J|pEBHA Marnuecku MpakTUKU B HapojHaTta meaumHa ot KOrozanagna bearapus”
3a TpUCHXKIaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTelHa W HayyHa cTeneH ,Jlokrop“. B)
Xabunutarmonen Tpyn ,,CakpaaHO TMPOCTPAHCTBO U oOpemHa cucrema’
(bnaroeBrpan: YHuBepcHTETCKO U3AaTeiacTBo ,,Heodur Puwicku®, 2021, 216 c¢.) I')
[Iy6nukyBano 1 wu3pganume Ha OaszaTta Ha 3alllUTEH JIUCEPTAllMOHEH TPy 3a
MpUCHXKJIaHe Ha oOpazoBaTenHa W HayuHa crereH "Jlokrop"; 18 crartum,

nyOIuMKyBaHM B CHEIUAIM3UPaHU uW3daHus 3aenHo ¢ 1 rimaBa ,,CakpaiHo

1



IPOCTPAHCTBO M HApoOAHA BApa“ OT KOJEKTHBHAa MoHorpadus ,MeranutHu
ceetwuimia ot FOrozamamna bearapusa“ (bnaroeBrpan:  YHuBeEpcHUTETCKO
n3natenctBo  ,,Heodpur Pwicku®, 2021). JI) IlocoyeHm ca IUTHpaHUS B
MOHOTpauu ¥ KOJEKTUBHU TOMOBE C HAy4YHO peElleH3upaHe — 3, B HepeepupaHu
CIMCaHUs ¢ Hay4yHoO peueH3upane — 6. F) Yuactue B HayuyHu u oOpazoBaTesHU
MPOEKTU — 2 HAIMOHANIHU, 2 MexayHapoauu. [I-p CrnacoBa € e1uH OT OCHOBHHTE
npenoaaBarenu B kareapa ,Kynryposorus”. Ilpe3 mnocinenHara akajgeMu4yHa
rojauHa npenojasa 10 AUCIMIIUHY, HO € pa3paboTBajia U MHOTO APYTU JEKIIMOHHU
KypCOBE€ BBB BPB3Ka C NPOMEHH B CBHIIECTBYBAIIU WJIM 332 HOBHU CIIEHHAIHOCTH.
KbM Te3u neliHOCTH ce NpuOABAT: PHKOBOACTBO Ha MAarucTbpcKa Iporpama,
OpraHU3MpaHe HAa HAIMOHAJIHU M MEXIAYHAapOJHU HayyHU (POpyMH, ydacTHe B
aKaJleMUYHM KOMHUCUM M HAyYHH OpraHU3allMd, MHOIO AaKTHUBHA JEWHOCT I10
nporpama 3a MeXAyHapojHa MOOWIHOCT ,,Epa3zbpM+”, pbKOBOJACTBO HA JUILJIOMHU
paboTH, padoTa ChC CTYAICHTH U JOKTOPAHT U JIp.

[IpencraBeHOTO 3a KOHKypca KOJMYECTBO M KayeCTBO Ha HAy4YHUTE
peanu3anuu Ha T ac. A-p Jumutpus CnacoBa, KakToO U HEWHATa MEeIaroruiyecka u
npoekTHa JeiiHocT e pecnektupamio. Cpen TsaX ca MoHorpaduu, CTaTHH,
OpraHu3alMsl M y4acTHUE€ B IPOEKTH, B HALMOHAIHU W MEXKIYHAPOJHH HAYYHU
dopyMH, NECEeTUIETHU TEPEHHU H3CIICBAHUS, HAYyYHO-NPAKTUUYECKH CEMHHApH,
(poTonznoxkou, eKcrepTHa AEHHOCT, KaKTO U IPENOAABaTENICKU OMUT ¢ OaKaliaBpH,
MarucTpu M JOKTOpaHTH. YCHeXuTe, KOMTO HKMa B Te3u obiactu, ca
3aCBUETEIICTBAHN B MHOYKECTBO ChbBMECTHHU M34BH C HEMHU CTYJEHTHU (CEMUHapH,
(doTon3noxkOu, NPOEKTH, MPE3EHTALMH, Ap.), 3a KOETO HMaM JIMYHH MHOTO
MOJIOKUTEITHA BIECYATIICHUS.

[Ile ce cmpa mo-cmenualHO HAa Hay4dyHO-M3CJeOBaTelickata paboTa Ha
Humutpus CnacoBa, 3allOTO TS € COJUAHA OCHOBA, BBPXY KOATO CE OMUPAT
IpenojaBaTeiickaTa, MPOEKTHATA W HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHATa M JeuHoctu. Te ca
CUHTE3UpPAHU B MOCOYEHHUTE IMO-TOpE JBE aBTOPCKM MOHOTrpaduu M y4acCTHETO B
konexktuBHa MoHorpadus. Illle nmocoua goctwxkenusara Ha Humutpus CnacoBa B

2



HSKOJIKO HampaBlieHWs. EIWH OT OCHOBHUTE TPUHOCH € CBHOpaHHAT U
cucteMaTuszupan Ooratr tepeH matepuan oT KOrozamanna bbiarapus. — OCHOBHO B
nonuHara Ha peka Mecta. Toll mpeacraBs HEM3BECTHH WIIM MAJIKO MO3HATH JTaHHU
3a MecTHaTa obpenHa KyaTypa. C Hero ce JOKyMEHTUpAT BSpBaHUS U apTedakTH,
KOWUTO CBbXpaHABaT JPEBHHU Tpaauluu. I[IpMHOCHM ca HEHHWTE aHaIu3u |
CpaBHEHHUS TIPU OUYEpPTaBaHE HAa CaKpaiHaTa Teorpadus Ha Pa3IMYHHA CEJHINA B
mozena ,, Haui’'mo ceno e 3acpadeno 6ce cvc ceemyu!“, criopeq BOJaYUTE Ha
TepeHa. Tyk 1e rnocoya JAeTailIHUSL aHAJIM3 HA KOMIUIEKCH OT YePKOBUIIA U CBETIH,
C KOUTO T€ Ca CBBbp3aHH, BSPBAHUATA M OOpeAUTE B TIXHA YECT, aHAIU3 Ha
chOpaHus Marepuan 4Ype3 apXeTHnu BbB (oJkiopHarta KyiaTtypa. Baxno e
OCMHUCJISIHETO Ha CakpaJHM MeCcTa B TSAXHATa KyJTOBA MPUEMCTBEHOCT U
HUCTOPUYECKU TpaHCPOpMaIMU KaTo ,,KUBU CBETHIMINA®. [[pyr ChIIECTBEH MPUHOC
€ M3CJICIBAHETO HA HA-BaXXHUTE IMPA3HUIM B PETHMOHA B MEPHOJA alpUII-IOHU U
MPaKTUKUTE 3a >KEHCKa U MbXKa uHuImanus. Ille orbenexa ChIIO JMYHUTE
HAOJIIOICHHS HA aBTOpa B TPAHCTPAaHUUYEH OBITapO-TPBIKU paliOH BbPXY O0Opeau ¢
KOHHU Haa0srBaHMs (KOHCKU KYIIHMH) M XUIIOTE3a 32 ChbXPAHECH PEJIMKT OT JAPCBHU
npakThky. Ollle BaXXHU MPOYYBAHUS, aHAIM3U M TOTBBPXKICHUE 3a 3ala3eHu
PAKTUKH, CUYMTAHM 33 W3YE3HAIM, JOKYMEHTHUpaT obOpena ,,CcTOMaHoBa rosda‘.
Cpen npUHOCHUTE ca W M3CJIEIBaHUS 3a Maru4ecku JE€YeOHM TMPaKTUKU C
IIPOBHPAHE MPE3 CKAITHU MPOLENH U upe3 0aeHe. MHOTO CHIECTBEH € MaTepUalbT
OTHOCHO OOpEIHUTE XOpa W MECHU, MICTOTO Ha My3HMKaTa M TaHIla B 00peauTe u
Mpa3HUYHUTE CHOUTHUA Ha OOIIHOCTUTE B PETHMOHA, WM3MOJ3BAHUTE MY3UKATHU
WHCTPYMEHTH M KOHTEKCTa Ha ymnorpebute um. MHpopManusTa 3a TIX HE €
CIICIMAJICH aKIEHT B M3CJEJBAaHMATA, HO JlaBa IIEHHO 3HAHUE 3a MY3UKaJIHO-
TaHIIOBaTa KapTHUHA B JIOKAJIHATA OOpEJHA CUCTEMa — TOBA Ca Pa3JIMYHU CUTYaIlNH
P U3M0JI3BaHe Ha ecHH u xopa. [lle mocoya chino crOpaHus BaxkeH MaTepual 3a
MacKapaJaHu UTPU MO BpeMe Ha BenuklieH, KOUTo ca TUIIMYHU UMEHHO 3a CEJIMINA

oT HaOtoaBanus pervuon Ha Oro3zamanna bearapus.



[TpenoppuBam Ha dumutpusi CnacoBa na cbOepe 3amMCaHUTEe UHTEPBIOTA C
uHpopMaTopu, Oecenrd Ha TEPEH, BUAEO3AIUCU U Ja TM IyOJIMKyBa B OTIEIHO
W3/IaHHEe, 3all0TO T€ JaBaT MHOTOCTPAaHEH MbPBUYEH MaTepHall 3a CIleABallu
U3CJIEeIBaHUS B pa3JIMYHU HAyyHU 00JacTH U MOKAa3BaT pa30MpaHeTo 3a TpaJAuLusaTa
OTBBTpE.

B 3akmioueHne Bbpxy 0azara Ha Bede M3JI0KEHOTO 3asBSIBAM, Y€ HAYyUYHUTE
nyONMKalMu U MHOTOCTpaHHAaTa JEHHOCT, IPEJCTAaBEHU 3a KOHKYpCa, HAITbIHO
OTroBapsAT Kato o0eM U chabpkanue Ha u3nckBanusita Ha 3PACPB u IITI3PACPE.
Te ca cBUIETENCTBO 3a BHUCOKA KBaM(UKAIUi U YTBBpAEHA MpodecuoHaiHa
Ho3ulusi B chOTBeTHaTa obsact. [locoyeHute mnpuHOCH, ISUIOCTHATA HAy4dHA,
MIPOEKTHA U MPENoJaBaTesicka JEHHOCT Ha KaHIuJaTa ca OCHOBaHHE yOEJEeHO Ja
npeqioxka Ha yBaxkaemoro Haywuno xypu na uzbepe ri. ac. a-p Hdumutpus

Kocragunora CracoBa 3a akajieMU4Ha JIbXKHOCT ,,Jl01eHT*.

21 aBryct 2021 T. yieH Ha HayuHo xypu:

npod. n1-p MBanka Brnaesa



OPINION
by Prof. Ivanka Vlaeva, PhD
South-West University “Neofit Rilski”
about Chief Assistant Professor Dimitria Kostadinova Spasova, PhD
for selection of an academic position of Associate Professor

in a professional field 3.1 Sociology, anthropology and cultural studies. Theory
and history of culture (Sacred space and ritual system of Bulgarian folk culture)

announced by South-West University “Neofit Rilski”
in the State Gazette No. 37 / 07.05.2021

One candidate participates in the announced competition — Chief Assistant
Professor Dimitria Kostadinova Spasova, PhD — a full-time lecturer at the
Faculty of Arts, Department of Cultural Studies at the SWU “Neofit Rilski”. The
documentation on the competition is in accordance with the requirements of
ZRASRB. The presented activities correspond to the minimum national
scientometric requirements for the academic position of Associate Professor in
“Theory and history of culture (Sacred space and ritual system of Bulgarian folk

culture)”.

Dimitria Spasova is an well-known lecturer, culturologist with many years
of experience, multifaceted active work and high professional recognition. For
the current competition, she presents a very wide range of research, project and
teaching activities. These activities are systematized in several groups of
indicators: A) PhD thesis “Ancient magical practices in folk medicine from
Southwestern Bulgaria for a Doctoral research degree. C) Habilitation work
“Sacred space and ritual system” (Blagoevgrad: University Publishing House
“Neofit Rilski”, 2021, 216 p.). D) 1 book on the basis of a dissertation for a
Doctoral research degree; 18 articles published in specialized editions together

with 1 chapter “Sacred space and folk faith”, part of the collective monograph
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“Megalithic sanctuaries from Southwestern Bulgaria” (Blagoevgrad: University
Publishing House “Neofit Rilski”, 2021). E) Her publications are cited in
monographs, collective volumes and journals with peer-review — 9. F)
Participation in scientific and educational projects — 2 national, 2 international.
Dr. Dimitria Spasova is one of the main lecturers at the Department of Cultural
Studies. During the last academic year she has taught 10 subjects, but she has
also developed many other lecture courses in connection with changes in
existing or new programs. Other activities are: management of a master's
program, organization of national and international scientific forums,
participation in academic commissions and scientific organizations, many
activities in the frame of the Erasmus+ mobility program, supervising of

diploma theses, work with undergraduate, graduate and PhD students, etc.

The quantity and quality of the scientific work of Dr. Dimitria Spasova, as
well as her pedagogical and project activities is respectful. Among them are
monographs, articles, organization and participation in projects in national and
international scientific forums, decades of field work, scientific and practical
seminars, photo exhibitions, expert work, as well as many years of teaching
experience with bachelors, masters and doctoral students. Her success in these
areas has been witnessed in numerous joint events with her students (seminars,
photo exhibitions, projects, presentations, etc.), for which | have my personal

excellent impressions and opinion.

I will focus in particular on the research work of Dimitria Spasova,
because it is an important fundament on which her teaching, project and
research activities are based. They are synthesized in the above mentioned two
author's monographs and a chapter of a collective monograph. | will point out
the achievements of Dimitria Spasova in several directions. One of the main
contributions is the collected and systematized rich field work material from
Southwestern Bulgaria — mainly in the valley of the river Mesta. This material
presents unknown or little known data about the local ritual culture. It
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documents beliefs and artifacts that preserve ancient traditions. Her analyzes and
comparisons in outlining the sacred geography of different settlements in the
model “Our village is surrounded by saints!” (according to the informants) are
contribution to the existing knowledge on the topic. Here | will point out the
detailed analysis of complexes of sacred places (cherkovishta) and saints with
which they are connected, the beliefs and rites in their honor, the analysis of the
collected material through the archetypes in the folklore culture. It is important
that the sacred places are explored in their historical continuity and
transformations as “living sanctuaries”. Another significant contribution is the
study of the most important holidays in the region in the period April-June and
the practices for female and male initiation. Here | will point out the personal
observations of the author in a cross-border Bulgarian-Greek region on rituals
with horse races (konski kushii) and a hypothesis for a preserved relic of ancient
practices. Other important studies, analyzes and confirmation of preserved
practices, which have been considered extinct, document the rite of the so called
“stopanova gozba”. Among the contributions is the research on magical healing
practices by passing through rock holes and by magical words and acts (baene).
The material about the ritual dances and songs, the place of music and dance in
the festive events of the communities in the region, the musical instruments and
the context of their uses is very important. The information about them is not a
special topic in the research, but it gives valuable knowledge about the music-
dance picture in the local ritual system. | will also point out the important data
collected about masquerade games during Easter, which are peculiarities for

settlements in the observed region.

| recommend Dr. Dimitria Spasova to collect the recorded interviews with
informants, field work talks, videos and publish them in a separate issue,
because they provide versatile source for further research in various scientific

fields and show important knowledge about the traditional culture from inside.



In conclusion, based on what has already stated, | declare that the
scientific publications and multilateral activities submitted for the competition
fully meet the scope and content of the requirements of the Law (ZRASRB) and
corresponding documents. They show high qualification and an established
professional position in the respective field. The mentioned contributions, the
overall scientific, project and teaching activities of the candidate are grounds to
convincingly propose to the Scientific Jury to choose the Chief Assistant
Professor Dr. Dimitria Kostadinova Spasova for the academic position of

Associate Professor.

21 August 2021 Prof. Ivanka Vlaeva, PhD

a member of the Scientific Jury



