CTAHOBUIIE

Ot nou.n-p Exarepuna fumutpoBa MBanosa /Kepemunapcka/ mo KOHKypca 3a 3aeMaHe Ha
aKaJeMUYHATa JUIBKHOCT ,,1o1leHT”’, Haydyna obnact: 3. Coruaiinu, mpaBHU U CTOMAHCKU
Hayk#, [Ipodecuonanno nanpasnenue: 3.1. Conuonaorusi, aHTpOINOIOTHs U HAyKH 32
kynrypata / Teopust u uctopus Ha KynTypara (CakpaiHo IPOCTPAHCTBO U 0OpeIHA cHcTEMa
oT OBJTapcKkaTa HapoJHa KyaTypa), o0sBeH B JIbpkaBeH BecTHHK, Op. 37 ot .07.05. 2021 1.
ot @akynret no u3Kycrsara Ha FOrozanaanus ynusepcutet ,,Heoput Puncku”, Karenpa
Kynryposorus

EnvHcTBEH y4yacTHHUK B 00siBEHMsSI KOHKypc € ri. ac. a-p Humurtpus KocraguHosa
Cnacoga, mpenojgaBaren B karenpara ,,Kynryponorusa” npu @akynrera no ukycrsara B KO3Y
,Heoput Puncku’.

I'n. ac. n-p Jdumurpus CrnacoBa € mpenogaBaTesl B CIEHUATHOCTUTE HAa KaTeapa
Kynryponorust moseue ot 10 rogunu. [Ipe3 2004-2008 roauna e pegoBeH pokTopant mo ~Te-
opus U UCTOpUs Ha Kyiarypara. [peBHu kyntypu” kM kateapa Kynrtyponorus. Ilpes 2010
IOJIMHA 3aIATaBA YCIEIIHO JUCEPTALMOHEH TPy Ha TeMa: “‘/[peBHM Marndecku IPaKTUKU B
HapogHaTta MeguuuHa oT Orozanagna beirapua” B Criennanu3upaHys HaydeH ChBET 110 CO-
LMOJIOT U1, aHTPOIOJIOTUS M Hayku 3a KyaTypaTa npu BAK. Ot 2011-2014 r. e acucreHT B Ka-
tenpara, a or 2014 1o nHec € riaaBeH aCUCTEHT M PBKOBOAMUTEN Ha Marucrbpcka mporpama
,»KYJITYpHO HAcJleICTBO U KYJITYpPEeH Typu3bM~ KbM KaTenpa ~Kynryponorus”, @akyaTeT Mo
uskycrBara, npu KO3V “Heodwut Puncku”, bnaroesrpas.

[Tpenonasa no cnennute quctuminay B OKC ,,6akanasbp”’; [IpoekTrpane Ha TypUCTH-
YeCKM MapuIpyTH U MOATOTOBKA Ha eKCKyp30BoJcKu Oecenu; [lomynsapHa kynTypa; bearapcka
Hapo/Ha KyJITypa KaTo 00€KT Ha KyJITypeH Typu3bM; bbiarapcka HapojHa kynrypa; CeMuoTuka
Ha KynrypaTa; Be3poxkaeHcka kyntypa; Kyntypa Ha Obirapckoro Be3paxkiane karo 00ekT Ha
KYJITYpeH Typu3bM; BcekuaHeBHa KynTypa.

B marucrepckara nporpama ,,KylITypHO HacieICcTBO M KyATYPEH TYpU3bM~ IPENOAABa:
[Ipunoxxna cemuotuka — bpann MeHuKMBHT; KyntypHa anumanus Ha ¢onknopa; bearapcka
HapoJ/iHa KYATYpa U KyATypeH Typu3bM; OOpa3iu Ha Bbr3paxkaaHeTo U KyATypHUS TYPU3bM.

VYyacTBa B crienMain3aliy U KypcoBe 3a MOoBHIlIaBaHe Ha KBanudukauuara: Kypc no an-
ruicky e3uk o npoekT Ha FO3VY/2014 r./; Kypc no MHTepakTHBHH METOAM HAa 00y4YeHUE BbB
Bucuieto yuwiuiie rno npoekt Ha KO3V /2014 r./; Cneunanusupan kype no ETHonorus B YHU-
BepcuTeTa 3a uyxaeHuu B [lepymxka, Mtanus, kato nmpeMHHaBa KypcoBe 110 UTaJIMaHCKa KyJI-
Typa U €3UK.

I'n. ac. 1-p Aumutpus CnacoBa € eJMH OT OPraHU3aTOPUTE Ha CIIETHUTE HAYyUYHU (HOPYyMHU:
2020 r.- Tpetn MexnyHapOAECH CUMIIO3UYM ,,MeraqsuTHU NaMeTHULIM U KYJITOBU MPAKTUKU
2016 -Btopu MexayHapoJieH CUMITIO3UyM MeraauTHU MaMeTHHULIM U KYJITOBH pakTuku”; 2014
r.- MexyHapoieH HaydeH ceMeHap ,,/Jlnonuc B Tpakus. MeranutHaTa KyJatypa B ipeBHa Tpa-
kusa’; 2014 r. — bearapo-uranuancka HaydHa koHpepeHuus” Kynrypa u HKOHOMHKA: ChbBpe-
MEHHU U UcTopuuecku acnekTu ; 2012 r.- [IbpBu MexayHApOIeH CUMIO3UYM ~JIpeBHH KYJI-
Typu B Orousrouna Espona u 3rounoro Cpenuzemuomopue”; 2013 r. — CTyqeHTCKH UHTe-
paktuBeH popyMm "H3kycTBara u KyaTypara Ha bbarapus npes Bexosete”; 2011 r.- CtyneHT-
CKa Hay4Ha cecus ,,E3unure Ha Kynrypara’.

Kangunarst 3a goneHt rir.ac.a-p Jumutpus CnacoBa yyacTBa B KOHKypca ¢ 2 HayYHU
MoHorpaduu, 18 craTuu u JOKIaau, MyOIMKYBaHU B HEpeepupaHu CIUCAHUS C HAYYHO pe-
LIEH3UpaHe OT KOUTO 9 ca Ha 4yX] €3UK. Y4acTBa B 2 HAlMOHAJIHU HAYyYHU U 00pa3zoBaTeHU
npoekty Ha FO3VY, u B 2 Mex1yHapOAHH NIPOEKTA.



Kanpgunatkata nokpuBa HanuoHamHuTe MHUHUMATHM M3UCKBaHUS 3a JOLEHT B
[Ipodecnonannara obmact 3. ConuanHu, CTONAHCKU U MPABHU HAYKH.
XabWIUTaMOHHHUSAT TPY ,,CakpaiHO MPOCTPAHCTBO U 0OpeIHA cucTeMa OT ObJirakara

HapoJiHa KyATypa”~ € CTPYKTYpupaH B 3 OCHOBHHU TJIABH:

IIspBa raaBa ,,CakpaJHO IPOCTPAHCTBO U CENIUIHA CHUCTeMa’ pasriiexkia cakpajiHaTa
reorpadus OKOJIO CeNuInaTa 1o JoJIMHAaTa Ha peka MecTa, u3pa3eHa B ONpeeNICHHETO ~HAILTO
ceno e obrpageHo ot ceeruu’. IlocoyBa ce enjoramusTa Ha HACEIEHUETO B PAMKHUTE Ha
CEJICKOTO 3€MJIMILE U CTPEMEXBT Ha HETOBUTE KUTEJIU Ja 33JJ0BOJISBAT BCUUKUTE CH HYXAU
OT 3aTBOPEHOTO HATYpaJIHO CTOMAHCTBO, KOETO € 0a3a, BbpXY KOSTO CE rpaid OCMUCIISTHETO Ha
TEPUTOPHTA BBPXY LISJI0, OKOJIO KOETO ce 0opMs cakpajieH IPBCTEH OT cBeTi. CakpanHara
reorpadus Ha U3CIEBAaHUTE cenulla € 0a3a , BbpXy KOATO HAMHpAT MPOSBICHUS CaKpaHU
€JIEMEHTH OT 00pa3uTe Ha CTONAaHA-IOKPOBUTEN, BUICHUS 3a CBETLHM U chHUIIA. KypOanute B
CaKpaJIHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO ~YEPKOBHILA™ Ca aHAIM3UPAHU KaTO ChBMECTHA Tparie3a 3a XpaHeHe
Ha MECTHOTO HACeJIEHHE ChC CTONaHa-mokpoBurea. OOperHuTe Xopa OKoJI0 00pOoKa, KaKTO U
oOpenHUTE OOMKOIKM Ha CaKpalHU OOEKTH OKOJO CeNHUIIeTO ca pasliieaHu Karo
JeJIMMUTU3ALIMS HAa YCBOEHATa TEPUTOPHSL.

Bropa raasa ,.BrpxoBe, 4epKkoBuUIlla U OOpeIu B METEOPOJIOTHYEH aCHEeKT’ pas3riiexaa
YEepKOBHUI[aTa [0 BHCOKHUTE BBHPXOBE Ba CENMILETO. BbpXxoBeTe Ha BUCOKaTa IJIaHMHA ca
pasriieaHu KaTo CMMBOJI Ha KOCMHYECKa IUIaHKHA, KOSITO B MO-MalladeH IJIaH ce CBbp3Ba ¢
MOKJIOHHUYECKUTE JBHKeHUs npe3 XIX Bek, NpeBpblIaiiku MOCETUTENNTE UM B IOJOBUH
xamkuu. Ha nokamHo HUBO ce TocoYBa MOYUTAHE U MPa3HyBaHE HA MECTHU CBETIH , KOUTO ca
CBBbpP3aHM C BHCOKHWTE BBPXOBE HaMHpallld ce€ B celckoTo 3emunuie. Ha Tax mecTHOTO
HaCeJIeHHE OT/J]aBa rojisiMa MoYnT. ABTOPBHT PA3Tiek/1a TOBA OTHOIIEHHE KATo 3/IpaBa Bph3Ka ¢
METEOPOJIOTUYEH aCIHEKT.

Tpera raasa ,,O0peneH HUKBI U 00peqHa cUCTeMa’ BKIIIOYBA MPA3HUYHHS KaJeHaap U
MEPUOIUTE, KOUTO ce OPOPMAT Mpe3 MPOJETHUS MPa3HUYEH UK. [Ipe3 To3u mepuon Ha
IIpElEH IJIaH M3JM3aT MECTHUTE TPAJWLUU U MPA3HULM, PEBHOCTHO Ma3€HU WU IOYUTAHU OT
HACEJIEHUETO. 3a Hero Te MMaT MO-TOJISIMO CTOMHOCTHO 3HAa4Y€HHE, B CPAaBHEHHUE C TOJIEMUTE
XpUCTUSHCKU TpasHuuu — Benuxnaen, I'epreoBnen m CnacoBneH. HampaseH e aHanus ¢
(hONKIIOpHUTE PETUKTH Ha apXeTHUIia ,,CBEIeH Opak” U oOpeauTe, CBbp3aHu ¢ MHUIIUALIUY 32
€preH U MoMa Ipe3 MPOJIETHUTE MTPa3HULIY.

B ocnoBara Ha MoHOrpaUUHUAT TPyA Ha 1. ac. A-p Aumutpus CriacoBa CTOu cakpaiaHaTa
reorpadusi 1 HEMHUAT CTPEMEX 3a YCBOSIBAHE HAa HAJIMYHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO, OIPAHUYEHO B
IpaHULUTE Ha CEJICKOTO 3eMIMIlE. B Hero ca pa3nosioxkeHu ¢ KOHKpPETEH penied NpUpPOIHUTE
JaJICHOCTH, KOUTO OT CBOS CTpaHa ONpeeNsaT MOMUHBKA U Pa3HUYHO OOpeHaTa CUCTeMa Ha
HaceJIeHHeTo B JajeHo cenuile. Hapen ¢ 0OEKTUBHUTE acleKTH, 3aJI0)KEHU B YCBOSIBAHE Ha
TEPUTOPUSATA, TIPE3 TPU3MaTa HAa APXETUIIUTE HA HApPOAHATA KYJITypa CE M3BBbPILIBA OCMUCIEHO
OKMBSIBAHE HA MECTHOCTUTE. BbpXy TepUTOpHsITa HA CENUILETO ce 0POPMS CaKpajeH NPbCTEH,
BKJIFOYBAIL CBEILIEHU MECTA, YacT OT KOUTO MMAT XapakTepa Ha BEUHU CBETH MecTa. Te umar
KYJITOBa MPHUEMCTBEHOCT B HACJIarBaHETO HAa MPEIXPUCTUSHCKA U XPUCTUSHCKU BSpPBaHUS,
Npa3sHUYHM 00peau u obuyan. Te3u cakpalHU MecTa Ha CEIMIIETO ca 3apeeH C MarHEeTUYHU
oOpeHU JIEHCTBUS U MOBeACHHE. Te ca CBbpP3aHU C MECTHH KOCMOTOHUYHHU, T€OJOTUYHH U
JIEMOHOJIOTMYHHM BSApBaHMUSA , KOUTO MMAaT CBOE MACTO B TOJUINHATA KaleHIapHO-oOpeaHa
CUCTEMA.

Hapoanara kynaTypa U3uCKBa MOYUT KbM CTONAHMHA-TIOKPOBUTEI Ha CEJIUIIETO, KOSATO CE
u3pas3siBa ¢ KPbBHU M OE3KPHBHU JKEPTBONPHUHOIICHUS U OoOpelHa Tpame3a B paMKUTE Ha
CaKpaJIJHOTO NPOCTPAHCTBO Ha 4YepkoBuieTo. llenta Ha Te3m nelcTBUSA € Ja cHedessT
MIOJIO)KUTETTHO OTHOILIEHUE HAa CTOIAHWHA-IIOKPOBUTEIN, KOETO LIE UM OCUTYPHU ILIOLOPOAUETO
B HOBUS arpapeH IUKbI.



B oOpennuTte OOHMKOJKM Ha YEpKOBUIIETO, MOA (opMara Ha JTUTHWHU IIECTBUS Ha
CaKkpaJlHusl TPBCTEH, Pa3MOJIOKEH Ha CHHOpA, MOAYEpTaBa B CAKPAIHOTO IPOCTPAHCTBO
CUMBOJIMYHMS LEHTHP Ha CEJMINHATA TepUTOpHs. YepKoBHILlaTa 1O BHCOKUTE BHPXOBE Ha
3eMJIMIIETO CE MOYUTAT MPe3 MPOJETHHS MPA3HUYCH [IUKBJI, 3aKJIF0UEH B MUKPOIIEPUOINUTE HA
MIPOJIETHO-JIETHUTE MECELIU — arpui, Maid U toHU. CBETLHUTE — MATPOHU MPE3 T€3U MECELH UMAT
€JIEMEHTH Ha Ce30HEH, OOHOBsBall, MpupoaeH (aktop. Te morar na "rbpMsT, TPEUIAT U Aa
u3Npamar sk, KOUTO IpeMaxBa cylllaTa, 3eMsATa Ce OIUIOKIAa U paxkJa IUIOAOPOJUE U
Oepeket. ToBa € €XKEIHEBHOTO MPOSBICHHUE Ha apXeTUIa ~CBEIIeH Opak” MEXAy 3eMsTa W
HEOECHHUTE CHUITU, CITBHIIETO M1 MUTHYHUTE )KUBOTHH. Te3u HabI0IeHNs ce cpelaT B oOpenHaTa
CUCTEMa, B JIET€HJUTE, OOBHP3aHU C IUIAHUHCKUTE BEPUTH, & B MHKPOACHEKT — Ha HUBO
MECTHOCTH, Pa3MoOJI0KEHN OKOJIO cenuiieTo. CBemeHusT Opak ce OCBIIECTBSIBA B €/IMH OT Haii-
apXauyHHUTE BH3MOXKHU (POPMHU Upe3 OTBIMYAHE HA MOMA OT 3Mei Ha XOPOTO Mpe3 MPOJIETHUTE
npa3Hui. OTBIMYAHETO MMa CaKpajeH XapakTep, a 3MEST Ce sSIBSBA KaTO METEOPOJIOTUYHO
SIBJICHUE, TIOETUYHO MPEICTABEHO B MECEHHUs (POJIKIOP ,, ABAXK PbMHA, TPUXK TPECHA, 3apOCU
poca’.

[Ipa3nunuTe B U3CIEABAHUTE CENUINA Ca CBHP3aHU C MOYMUTAHE HA BUCOKOILTAHMHCKUTE
yepkoBuia. Te ca dYacT OT MPOJIETHO-TIPA3HUYHHUS LMKBJ, 3aKIOUEH B Iepuoja Ha
npa3HuimTe, cBbp3aHu ¢ Bemukaen u Ceeru Jlyx. Tesu nHu ca BpemMeTo Ha BUAMMO
BB3paXk/laHe Ha MpUpoJaTa U Hayallo Ha HOBUS arpapeH ce3oH. YoBelikara OOLIHOCT MpaBU
OIUTH 32 BB3JICHCTBUE BHPXY CTOMAHA — MOKPOBUTEN, OT KOTOTO 3aBUCHU ILUIOAOpOaueTO. Ts
BB3JICHCTBA BBPXY HEro 1Mo OOpeJHO-MarndecKd BT Ype3 OpraHu3upaHe Ha MPa3sHUIM U
Ooratu Tpame3u B HeroBa decT. HOBHAT arpapeH IIMKBJ €XKEroJHO OTKIIOYBA W apXeTuma
,,CBEIIICH OpaK”, KOMTO HaMHUpa OTPAKCHHE B MOMHHCKATA MPOJIETHA OOPETHOCT U Hali-Beue B
JIETCH/INTE M TICCCHHUTE CIOXKETH 33" JI0OCHHUTE OT 3Me Momu™’. Thi KaTo OpakbT € BaKeH
CeMEeeH U MHHUIIMOHEH O0pea B KMBOTa Ha XopaTa MW OOIIHOCTTA, MPOJETHUTE MPa3HUILIUA Ca
HACOYEHU U KbM €preHCcKaTa U MOMHUHCKA WHUIIMAIMS, KOSATO UM JaBa IIPaBOTO 32 BCTHIIBAHE B
OpadeH ChbI03 Mpe3 eceHTa , Ciie]] Mpa3HyBaHeTo Ha JIMMUTPOB/IEH.

W3BoguTe OT aHanM3uTe B TPUTE T[JIaBU ca OOOOIIEHHM B 3aKIIOYCHHETO Ha
XaOWINTAIMOHHUS TPYA, KBIACTO Ca CHHTE3UPAHW U OCHOBHUTE aBTOPOBU TE3H TIO
TUCKyTHpaHaTa MaTepHsl.

Cuutam, Y€ U OCTaHAJIUTE HAYYHH U3CIICIBAHUS, MPEACTaBEHH OT TJI. ac. A-p Jumutpust
CnacoBa 3a peneBaHTHU Ha KOHKypca U MMaT NMpUHOCEH xapakrep. Hamupam aBTocnpaBkaTa
Ha KaH/JMJ1aTa 3a JIOIEHT 32 KOPEKTHA U ChM ChIJIACHA C TIOCOYCHUTE B HESl HAYYHH MPUHOCH.

He ycTanoBsiBaM m1arnatcTBO B MPEJI0KEHUTE 3a KOHKYypca OT Til. ac. A-p Jumurpus
CnacoBa HayYHU U3CIICIBAHUS.

Wmaiiku npeaBu1 BCUYKO TOPEU3II0KEHO0, MpejaraM Ha yBa)KaeMOTO HAYYHO KYypH Ja
npuchau Ha ri. ac. 1-p Jdumutpus KocragunoBa CrnacoBa HaydHOTO 3BaHuE ,,JloneHT B
npodecronanno Hanpasienue 3.1. Counonorus, aHTPOMoIOTHS U HAYKH 3a KyATypara.

2 cenremBpu 2021 ronnna IToamuc:
Hou.n-p Exarepuna Kepemumapcka






STATEMENT
Of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ekaterina Dimitrova lvanova /Keremidarska/

Regarding the competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor”,
Scientific field: 3. Social, legal and economic sciences, Professional field: 3.1.
Sociology, anthropology and cultural sciences /Theory and history of culture
(Sacred space and ritual system of the Bulgarian folk culture)/, published by
South-West University "Neofit Rilski" in the State Gazette, issue 37 of
07.05.2021

Only one participant in the announced competition is Chief Assist. Prof.
Dr. Dimitriya Kostadinova Spasova, lecturer in the Department of Cultural
Studies at the Faculty of Arts, South-West University "Neofit Rilski".

Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Dimitriya Spasova has been a lecturer in the
Department of Cultural Studies for more than 10 years. From 2004 to 2008 she
was a PhD student in Theory and History of Culture. Ancient Cultures at the same
department. In 2010 she successfully defended hers dissertation entitled Ancient
Magical Practices in the Folk Medicine from Southwestern Bulgaria and she was
awarded with the educational and scientific degree doctor by the Higher
Attestation Commission. From 2011 to 2014 she was an Assistant Professor, and
since 2014 she has been Chief Assistant Professor and head of the Master's
program Cultural Heritage and Cultural Tourism at the Department of Cultural
Studies of Faculty of Arts, South-West University "Neofit Rilski", Blagoevgrad.

In the Bachelor's program she teaches Tourist routes and guide preparation;
Popular culture; Bulgarian folk culture as an object of cultural tourism; Bulgarian
folk culture; Semiotics of culture; Bulgarian Revival culture; Bulgarian Revival
culture as an object of cultural tourism; Everyday culture. In the master's program
Cultural Heritage and Cultural Tourism she teaches: Applied Semiotics - Brand
Management; Cultural animation of folklore; Bulgarian folk culture and cultural
tourism; Examples of the Bulgarian Revival and cultural tourism.

She took courses in English language /2014/ and Interactive teaching
methods in higher education /2014/ at South-West University; Etruscan culture
and Italian language at University for Foreigners of Perugia, Italy.

Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Dimitriya Spasova is one of the organizers of the
following scientific forums: 2020 - Third International Symposium Megalithic
Monuments and Cult Practices, 2016 - Second International Symposium
Megalithic Monuments and Cult Practices; 2014 - International scientific seminar



Dionysus in Thrace. The Megalithic Culture in Ancient Thrace; 2014 - Bulgarian-
Italian Scientific Conference Culture and Economy: Contemporary and
Historical Aspects; 2012 - First International Symposium Ancient Cultures in
Southeastern Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean; 2013 - Student Interactive
Forum The Bulgarian Arts and Culture through the centuries; 2011 - Student
scientific session Languages of Culture.

Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Dimitriya Spasova participates in the competition
with 2 scientific monographs, 18 articles and reports (9 of which in English),
published in non-referred journals with scientific review. She has also participated
in 2 national and 2 international scientific and educational projects.

The candidate meets the National Minimum Requirements for Associate
Professor in the Professional Field 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences.

The habilitation thesis Sacred space and ritual system (Based on materials
from the folk culture in Southwestern Bulgaria is structured in 3 main chapters:

The first chapter Sacred space and settlement system deals with the sacred
geography around the settlements along the valley of Mesta river, expressed in
the definition our village is surrounded by saints. The endogamy of the rural pop-
ulation, the satisfaction of all needs from the closed subsistence economy etc. re-
flect on the understanding of the territory and on positioning of sacred ring of
saints around the villages. The sacred geography of the studied settlements is the
basis on which sacred elements ac the images of the patron lord, visions of saints
and etc. are manifested. The sacrifices in the sacred space, known as cherkovishte,
are analyzed as a joint meal between the local population and the patron saint. The
ritual dances around the sacred places, as well as the ritual tours to the sacred sites
around the settlement are considered as delimitation of the utilized territory.

The second chapter Peaks, churches and rites in their meteorological as-
pects is dedicated to the holy places on the high peaks near the villages. The peaks
are considered a symbol of the cosmic mountain. On a larger scale they are asso-
ciated with pilgrimage movements of the 19th century, turning visitors into half-
hadjia At the local level, the veneration and celebration of local saints also asso-
ciated with high peaks are indicated. The local population gives them great re-
spect. The author considers this attitude as a strong connection with the meteoro-
logical aspect.

The third chapter Festive Cycle and Ritual System analyzes the festive
periods, formed during the spring calendar cycle. For the traditional man these
periods are more valuable than the main Christian holidays - Easter, St. George's
Day and Savior's Day. An analysis of folklore relics of the archetype of sacred



marriage and the rites associated with male and female initiations during the
Spring holidays was carried out.

The monograph of Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Dimitriya Spasova is based on
sacred geography and the desire of the traditional man to assimilate the available
space, limited within the boundaries of rural land. The rural land has a certain
relief and natural resources, which in turn determine the livelihood and festive
and ritual system. Along with the objective aspects set in the assimilation of the
territory, through the prism of the archetypes of folk culture a meaningful spiritual
Inhabitation of the area is carried out. The territory of the settlement is encircled
by ring of sacred places, some of which have the character of eternal holy places.
There is a cult continuity in the imposition of pre-Christian and Christian beliefs,
festive rites and customs. These sacred places are filled with magnetic ritual ac-
tions and behavior. They are related to local cosmogonic, theological and demon-
ological beliefs, which have their place in the annual calendar and ritual system.

Folk culture requires respect for the patron saint of the village, expressed
in blood and bloodless sacrifices and a ritual meal within the sacred space. The
purpose of these actions is to achieve a positive attitude of the saint which will
ensure the fertility during the new agricultural cycle.

Ritual processions to the so called cherkovishta — part of the sacred ring
around the villages - emphasizes the symbolic center of the settlement territory.
Holy places at high peaks near the settlements are worshiped during the spring
holiday cycle, locked in the micro-periods within the spring-summer months
April, May and June. The saints who are worshiped during these months have
elements of a seasonal, renewing factor. They can thunder, crackle, and send rain
to removes drought, to fertilizes the earth, and to give prosperity. This is a daily
manifestation of the archetype of sacred marriage between the earth and heavenly
forces, the sun and mythical animals. These observations are found in the ritual
system, in the legends connected to the mountain ranges but also around the vil-
lages. Sacred marriage takes place in one of the most archaic possible forms by
abducting a girl from a dragon during the spring holidays dances. The abduction
has a sacred character, and the dragon appears as a meteorological phenomenon,
poetically presented in songs as exploded twice, cracked three times, dewdrops.

Main holidays in the studied settlements are connected with the veneration
of the high mountain holy places. They are part of the spring-festive cycle, locked
in the period between Easter and the day of the Holy Spirit. These days are the
time of visible revival of nature and beginning of new agricultural season. The



human community attempts to influence the saint on whom fertility depends, in-
fluencing ritually and magically by holidays and rich meals in his honor. The new
agrarian cycle annually unlocks the archetype of sacred marriage, which is re-
flected in the maiden spring rituals and especially in the legends and song stories
about the dragon-beloved maidens. As the marriage is an important family and
Initiation rite in the life of people and society, spring holidays are also focus on
the male and female initiation, which gives them the right to get married in the
fall, after the celebration of St. Dimitar’s Day.

The analyzes in the three chapters are summarized in the conclusion of the
habilitation work, where the main authors' theses on the discussed matter are syn-
thesized.

| would like to point out as well that the other scientific researches pre-
sented by Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Dimitriya Spasova are relevant to the competi-
tion and have a contribution character. | find the self-report of the candidate for
associate professor to be correct and | agree with the indicated scientific contri-
butions.

| do not find plagiarism in the proposed researches.

In view of the above, | recommend to the esteemed members of the
scientific jury to choose Ch. Associate Professor Dimitria Kostadinova Spasova
for folding the academic position of "Associate Professor" in 3.1. Sociology,
anthropology and cultural sienites.

September 2" 2021 Signature:
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ekaterina Keremidarska



