IOro3ananen yausepcurer ,,Heodur Puncku”

CTAHOBUIIE
ot nipod. a-p lanuena Jlro6enosa Konera,
YWIEH Ha HAY4YHO )XYpH B KOHKYpC 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akageMuyHara jursxHocT JOLEHT no
npodecroHanHo Hanpasienue 2.2 Mcropus u apxeonorus
10 Hay4yHaTa CHELUANTHOCT [JOKyMeHMAanucCmuka, apxusucmuxa, naieozpaguxa

(Bxi1. UcTropuorpadus 1 u3TouyHNKO3HAHUE (APXUBH Ha )KCHH)),

o6sBen ot FO3Y ,Heodur Puncku” B JIB 6p.37/07.05.2021 r.

OTHOCHO: Hay4HaTa, HAYYHO-TIIPUIIO’KHATA U POPECHOHATHO-aKaIeMUYHATa JEHHOCT U
IIPOYKLIMs, IPEACTAaBEHA OT y4aCTHUYKATa B KOHKypca IUL. ac. A-p Hypue Mexmenosa

Myparosa

I. O600mIeHn JaHHU 32 HayYyHATa MPOAYKIUS U JeHHOCTTA Ha KaHAUaTKaTa

I'n. ac. n-p Hypue MyparoBa y4actBa B KoHKypca 3a poueHt no I[IH 2.2 Hcropus
U apX€eoJIoTHs IO HAayyHaTa CHeUHUATHOCT JJOKYMEeHmManucmuka, apxusucmuka, naieocpapura
(Ucropuorpaduss 1 M3TOYHHKO3HAHWE — apXMBU Ha KEHHU) C XaOWIMTALIMOHEH TPyl —
MoHorpadusara JKenu omewvo apxusa. Hesuoumume ucmopuu Ha odwcenume 6 bwacapus
(bmaroesrpagx: YU “Heodwut Puncku”, 2021, 272 ctp.) u 19 cratum u cTyauu, ce€AeM OT
KOHUTO ca MyOJIMKYyBaHU B HAYYHH U3JIaHUs, peeprpaHy U MHIEKCUPAHU B CBETOBHOM3BECTHH
6a3u nmanHu. Iler oT craTumMTe ca HAa AHTIHUICKH €3HK; CEJleM Ca B ChaBTOPCTBO, KOETO €
OTpa3eHO KOPEKTHO B CIIPABKaTa 3a M3IbJIHEHUE HA MUHUMAJIHUTE HALIMOHAIHU W3UCKBaHUS
32 XyMaHUTapHUTE HayKH M ca IPUIIOKEHHU paslpeAeiauTesHn npoTokonu. [IpeacraBenure
TPYJOBE, KaKTO M aKaJeMH4YHATa JEHHOCT HAa KaHIUAATKaTa, CbOTBETCTBAT Ha TEMaTU4HATa

00J1acT Ha KOHKYpCa.

II. OueHka Ha HAYYHUTE U HA IPAKTUUYECKUTE PE3YITaTH U IIPUHOCH Ha
IIPEACTaBEHATa 332 y4acTHE B KOHKypCa TBOPYECKA MPOAYKIIMS
J-p MyparoBa MMa IBJITOTOJUIIHM W3CJIECNOBATEICKM HMHTEPECH B HAKOJKO
TEMaTUYHH O0O0JAacTU: HMCTOPUS HA HKEHUTE, UCTOPHS HA MAJIMHCTBAaTa U apXHBHCTHUKA.
XpOHOJIOTUYHUTE PaMK{ Ha MPOYYBaHUATA M OOXBamaT MOYTH HEdust XX BEK C aKLUEHT
BBpXY IEPHUOJA HA KOMYHUCTUYECKUS pexuM. [IpencraBeHuTe 3a KOHKypca CTaTUU U CTYIUU

yOeIuTEeHO JEMOHCTPHUPAT HEWHUTE MOCTIKEHUSI BBB BCSIKA OT IMOCOYEHUTE 00JIaCTH: KaKTO



OTKPHUBATEJICTBOTO U BHBEKIAAHETO B HAyYeH 00OPOT HAa HEM3BECTHM Ka3yCH, Taka U TAXHOTO
BHUMATEJHO, 33IbJIO0YEHO U KOPEKTHO ocMHcisiHe. OCOOEHO MHTEPECHU B TOBA OTHOILICHHE
HaMHpaM M3CIIEIBAHUATA BbPXY BHUCIIETO 00pa3oBaHME Ha TYpCKU CTYAEHTH OT bbiarapus B
Azep0aiijpkaH, WHpPBUTE Yy4YacTUs Ha JKeHH (BKI. MIOCIOJIMAHKA) B MECTHUTE H
napiaMeHTapHuTe u3bopu npes 30-te rr., mamerTa 3a neiian Ctpanrdopa u ap. He nmo-manko
NPUHOCHU Ca M OHE3W paboTH, B KOUTO C€ MpHara WHTEPCEKIIMOHATHUAT MOAXO0/, 3a Jla Ce
MOKa)XkKEe JBOMHATa MapruHajiM3alus Ha JXEHUTE OT MAaJIMHCTBAaTa, KakTO M Ha JKCHH,
pernpecupaHd OT KOMYHHUCTHUYECKHS PEeKuUM. B MoHOrpadusTa MOCOYEHHTE IO-TOpPE TPHU
M3CIIEeI0BATENICKH 00JacTH HAMUPAT CBOMTE MPECEUYHU TOYKH, B KOUTO CE OKa3Ba BH3MOKHO
B3aMMHOTO MM o0orarsBaHe. ToBa mpecnyaHe M 00OTaTsABaHE € H3KIIOUUTEIHO BaXKCH
IIPUHOC U M0-HATATHK LII€ CE CIPa [VIABHO BBPXY HETO.

OOmonpuero €, 4e JKEHUTE OTCHhCTBAT OT apXUBUTE MIM ca “‘CKpUTH,
aKo/IIOKOJIKOTO ca TaM. be3 nma ocmopBa TOo3uM TpyusbM, MyparoBa ro aeOaHamu3upa
IIOCPEACTBOM BHUMATENIHO U THPIEIUBO U3IMPBAHE HA BH3MOKHUTE JIOKAIIMM HA JOKYMEHTHU
oT/3a XeHM (BKJI. KEHH OT MAILMHCTBA) B ABPKABHUTE apXuBU. T TpbrBa OT €AHA
(byKOsSIHCKa MOCTAaHOBKA 32 3HAHHETO-BJIACT, HO HE S TEOPETH3UPA MO-HATATHK, @ BMECTO TOBA
u3cienBa MUKpo(pU3MKaTa Ha YIPaXHSIBAHETO HA Ta3W BJIACT Ype3 apXuBa, KaTO pas3riexia
apXUBHUTE MPAKTUKH OT MO3MLMATA HA T10J1a — €JHa HOBAa M MHOBAaTMBHA NIEpCIIEKTHBA. B ToBa
HAa4YMHAHHWE aBTOpPKATa YCIEIIHO aJalTHpa TEOPETUYHHU IOCTAHOBKU OT MOCTKOJIOHUAIHUTE
U3cIeABaHMs, U3CJIEIBaHUATA HA 110JIa U U3CJIEIBAHUATA HA MaIMHCTBaTa. ChueTaBaHETO Ha
MOJIXO/IM OT MOCTIeTHUTE JIBE 00JIACTH, 32 /1a Ce MOKaXKe HACIarBaHETO U B3aUMHOTO yCHUJIBaHE
Ha HepaBeHcTBa (T.Hap. “Marunga edexr’), He € HOBO caMo Mo cebe cu u MyparoBa o
mpwjara CHUCTEMHO B peIuLla CBOM MpEAMIIHM  u3cieqBaHus. VHoBaTHBHa €
KOHTEKCTyalu3alysITa Ha Ta3u MpobieMaThka B MOHOrpadusTa: aBTOpKaTta yOeIuTeTHO
JIEMOHCTpHpa “‘apXMBHATA BJIACT B UCTOpUOrpaduaATa M MOCTaBs IMOJ BBIPOC NMPUBUIHATA
HEYTPAJIHOCT Ha apxuBa. LIeHHU ca M CBIIOCTABKUTE C apXMBH HA JKEHU B HAKOJIKO 3amaJHu
CTpaHHu, KOUTO HE CaMO IOTBBPKJaBaT KOHCTATAIMATAa 32 OTCHCTBUETO WM “HEBUAMMOCTTA’”
Ha XCHUTE B TPAJULMOHHUTE apXHMBH, HO OTHBAT IO-HATaThK B Pa3KpUBAHETO HA Bpb3KaTa
MEX1y pa3BUTHETO HAa COLMAIHUTE IBUKEHHS U )KEHCKUTE IBIKECHMS, MEXAY Bb3XOJa Ha
(EMHHUCTKUTE TEOPHUH M OCMHCISHETO Ha UCTOPUATA HA JKEHUTE, MEXKIY Cb3/1aBaHETO Ha
TpaHCHAIIMOHAIHU W3CJIEIOBATEICKH MPEXH U CICIHaTU3alsITa Ha apXUBHUTE 3a/Ha KCHU.
[IperneabT M aHAMTU3BT HA TAaKWBA apXUBH, Ha TEXHUTE GOpPMH, QYHKIIMM U Pa3BUTHE BOIH
KBbM 3aKJIFOUEHHUETO, Y€ “‘camaTa Mjies 3a apXuB € pasimupena’ (c. 81).

Ta3u KOHCTaTanmuAa JIOTHMYHO BOJU KBM n0-061uaTa T€3a 3a AMHaAMHMKAaTa Ha



IIPOM3BOJCTBOTO HA HMCTOPUYECKO 3HAHHE, KOETO BEUYE HE € M3IIO ONPEACNSHO OT
NOJUTUKUTE Ha JbpKaBHUTE apxXxuBU. ToBa € BalMOHO B YacTHOCT M 3a
MIOCTKOMYHUCTHUYECKHSI KOHTEKCT, KBAETO “apXMBHATa PEBOJIOLHUA , T.€. JOCTHIA 10 apXUBH,
CH3/1aJICHH KaTO TallHU, HO CBHIUIO TaKa ‘“CPyTBAHETO Ha MOHOJMTHOCTTA Ha TPAAHIIMOHHUS
apxuB” (c. 38) u OOpbIIAHETO KbM AITEPHATUBHU M3BOPHU JOMPUHACS 32 MPEOCMUCISIHE Ha
ONMM3KOTO MUHAIO M Haii-Be4e — 3a NMPEOTKpPHBAaHE HAa AaKThOPU HA UCTOpUYECKaTa CIEHA,
OCTaHaJIM JI0cera HEMO3HAaTH M Hempu3HaTH. Beuuko ToBa gaBa ocHOBaHMe Ha MypaToBa ja
KOHCTaTHpa ‘“U3MECTBAHE HA H3CIEAOBATEICKUS NPOLEC OT MSICTOTO HA M3CIEIBAHE KbM
o0eKTa Ha W3CJIEeBAaHE B HErOBOTO BBH3MOXHO MHOrooOpasHo mpexacraBsHe” (c. 35). Ha
EeMIIMPUYHO HUBO HEWHaTa KHUTra (B YaCTHOCT YETBBbPTATa IJlaBa) € MpUMEp 3a TOUHO TaKOBa
M3MECTBAHE U JIEMOHCTPAIUS Ha HETOBHSI MOTEHINAI.

He mo-manko cTOHHOCTHM ca HaOJIOAEHUSATa HAa aBTOpKaTa BBbPXY KYJITYpPHOTO
MIPOM3BOJICTBO HAa HCTOPUYECKO 3HAHUE OT TJIEJHA TOYKAa HAa HETOBHTE H3BOPU — KAKTO
NPOM3X0/a Ha JOKYMEHTHTE, Taka M TAXHATa KOHTEKCTyaau3alus M MHTEpIpeTanus OT
u3cnenoparenure. CKpyMylbO3HUAT HpeEryies Ha OBIrapcKUTe apXWBHU M TAXHOTO pa3BUTHE
1pe3 MOCIEAHNUTE NECETUIICTHS, KAKTO U aHAJIM3BT Ha JEQHUIUTUTE B TAX M0 OTHOLICHHE HA
UCTOpUATA HA JKEHUTE CbC CHUTYPHOCT Ie ObJE 3aIb/DKUTENIHO HAyalo Ha MHOXKECTBO
Opaenm u3cneaBanus. MyparoBa JJoKka3Ba BUCOKATa KyJITypa Ha JOKYMEHTUPAHE B KEHCKHUTE
nBrokeHus npean 1944 r. u o0sicHsIBa TUTICUTE B apXUBHUTE C MOHOIOJIA HA KOMYHUCTUYECKHS
PEeKUM BBPXY HCTOpPHUYECKaTa MaMeT, KaTo AudepeHuupa HIKOJIKO “HUBA Ha CKpHUBaHE”,
00yCJIOBEHH KaKTO OT WICOJIOTHATA, TaKa U OT METOJMKaTa Ha apxuBUpaHe. BcnencTeue Ha
TOBa y HAC, KAKTO U B JAPYTH MOCTKOMYHUCTHUYECKH CTPAHH, “BPB3KATA HCEHCKO OBUINCEHUE —
HCEHCKU apXueu — UCmopus Ha dxceHume™ He ce ocbliecTBsiBa (c. 102).

Taka MypaToBa He camo oOoraTsiBa W3CJIEBaHMATA MO MCTOPHS HA JKEHUTE U
UCTOpUSA Ha MAIIMHCTBAaTa, HO OYepTaBa €JlHa H3CJIEJOBATEIICKAa MporpamMa B MOCOYEHUTE
obnacty, 6a3upaHa Ha KPUTHYHA MIPEOIICHKA M AUBEpCH(PUKALNS Ha U3BOPHUTE, [TO3HABAHE HA
oOCTOsITENICTBaTa TPU CBH3JAaBAaHETO HA JAJEH apXWB, ChOTHACSHE HA JIOKYMEHTa C IIO-
IIMPOKHS COIMAJeH KOHTEeKCT. Hemo moBeue — cbc cBosATa paboTa TS JOKa3Ba

MNPUITOKUMOCTTA U NTPOAYKTHBHOCTTA HA TAa3U IIporpama.

[I. Kputnyau 6eneXKH U MPEenopbKH

Hsamam.



IV. 3axnroueHue

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha U3THKHATUTE IOCTOMHCTBA M IPUHOCEH XapaKTep Ha IIPEICTaBEHUTE
TpyAOBe yOeleHO MOJKpersIM KaHaAuaaTypara Ha 1. ac. 1-p Hypue MyparoBa 3a JOLEHT 1o
ITH 2.2 Vctopust u apXeoJiorus 10 Hay4yHaTa CIEUAIHOCT JJOKYyMeHmanucmuxa,

apxusucmuxa, nanreocpaguxa (VMicropuorpadus 1 M3TOUHUKO3HAHNE — APXUBU HA )KCHH).

Hara: 30.08.2021 r. UiieH Ha KypHUTO:

(lanuena Konesa)



Southwest University ,,Neofit Rilski”

STATEMENT
by Prof. Dr. Daniela Lubenova Koleva,
member of the academic jury for the competition for the academic position “Associate
Professor”, professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology (Documental studies, archive
studies, palacography including historiography and source studies — Archives of women),

announced by the Southwest University in the State Gazette, No 37/07.05.2021

Regarding: the research and academic activities and outputs, submitted by the candidate Dr.

Nurie Mehmedova Muratova

I. General characteristics of the research activities and outputs

Dr. Nurie Muratova has submitted for the competition for the academic position
“Associate Professor”, professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology (Documental studies,
archive studies, palaeography including historiography and source studies — Archives of
women) the following works: a habilitation thesis — the monograph Women beyond the
Archive. Invisible Histories of Women in Bulgaria (Blagoevgrad: Neofit Rilski University
Press, 2021, 272 p.) and 19 scholarly articles, of which 7 are published in refereed academic
journals indexed in top world data bases. Five articles are in English; seven articles are co-
authored, a circumstance which is stated in the reference for compliance with the national
requirements for the humanities, and is confirmed with respective protocols. The works
submitted, as well as the candidate’s academic activities, are in full accordance with the

thematic field of the competition.

II. Assessment of the scholarly and applied results and contributions of the works
submitted for the competition
Dr Muratova’s long-term research interests are in the thematic fields of the history
of women, history of minorities, and archive studies. The chronological frame of her research
covers almost the whole 20th century, with a focus on the period of the communist regime.
The articles submitted for the competition convincingly demonstrate her achievements in each
of these fields: both the introduction of unknown cases to the research community, and their

perceptive and thorough interpretation. In this respect, I find particularly illuminating her



studies of the education of Bulgarian Turkish students in universities in Azerbaidjan, the first
women’s participation in local and parliamentary elections in the 1930s, the memory of Lady
Strangford, etc. No less important are those studies, where the author embraces the
intersectional approach in order to uncover the double marginalisation of minority women, as
well as of women who were repressed by the communist regime. In the monograph, Muratova
has found the points of cross-fertilisation of the three thematic fields, where they feed into one
another. This cross-fertilisation is an important contribution and I shall focus on it in the
following.

It is a matter of general agreement that women are either altogether absent from
the archives or — to the extent they are present — they are ‘hidden’. Without challenging this
truism, Muratova de-trivialises it by a patient and meticulous mining the state archives for the
possible locations of documents by/about women (including minority women). She starts
from the Foucaultian assumption of power-knowledge and develops it in a novel way to
capture the microphysics of the exercise of that power through the archive by examining the
archival policies from a gender perspective. In this endeavour, the author successfully adapts
theoretical insights from postcolonial studies, gender studies and minority studies. The
combination of approaches from the latter fields in order to demonstrate the accummulation
and amplification of disadvantages (the so-called ‘Matilda effect’) is not new in itself and
Muratova has applied it systematically in a number of previous studies. The innovation here
lies in the contextualisation of these themes in the book: the author convincingly shows the
“archival power” in historiography and questions the apparent neutrality of the archive. The
comparisons of the development of women’s archives in a few Western and Balkan countries
are particularly revealing as they not only provide evidence of the absence or the invisibility
of the women in traditional archives, but take a step forward to explicate the links between the
development of social movements and women’s movements, between the rise of feminist
theories and the study of women’s history, between the establishment of transnational
research networks and of specialised women’s archives. The survey and the analysis of such
archives, of their forms, functions and development leads to the conclusion that “the very idea
of an archive has been expanded” (p. 81).

This finding implies a more general thesis about the dynamics of the production of
historical knowledge, which is no longer defined entirely by the policies of state archives.
This is particularly true for the postcommunist settings where the ‘archival revolution’, i.e. the
access to archives deemed to remain secret, but also the “disintegration of the monolithic

character of the traditional archive” (p. 38) and the recourse to alternative sources, have



stimulated a re-assessment of the recent past and a discovery of hitherto unknown and
unrecognised historical actors. Therefore, Muratova is right to observe “a shift of the research
process from the place of research to the matter of research in its possible multifarious
representation” (p. 35). At the empirical level, her own book (in particular Chapter 4) is an
example of such a shift and a proof of its fruitfulness.

No less noteworthy are the author’s observations on the cultural production of
historical knowledge in the aspect of its sources — both their origin, and their contextualisation
and interpretation. Her meticulous examination of Bulgarian archives and their situation in the
past couple of decades, as well we the identification of their deficits in relation to the history
of women will no doubt be a sine qua non for a number of future studies. Muratova
acknowledges the good culture of documenting in pre-1944 women’s movements and
explains the gaps in the archives with the monopole of the communist regime on historical
memory, identifying a few “levels of hiding”, some of them conditioned by the ideology,
others — by the methods of archiving. These findings lend support to her conclusion that in
Bulgariaq as in other postcommunist countries, “the nexus women’s movement — women’s
archives — women’s history” has not been realised (p. 102).

Thus Muratova not only enriches the research on women’s history and the history
of minorities, but also outlines a research agenda in these fields based on a critical
reassessment and divercification of the sources, awareness of the circumstances in which a
certain archive was established (hence the workings of the ‘archival power’), and connecting
the document with the broader social context. More than that — with her own research, she

proves the applicability and the fruitfulness of this agenda.

III. Critical comments and recommendations

None.

IV. Conclusion

Based on the merits and contributions laid out above, I fully support Nurie Muratova’s
election for Associate Professor in Documental studies, archive studies, palaeography
including historiography and source studies — Archives of women (professional field 2.2.

History and Archaeology).

Date: 30.08.2021 Daniela Koleva



