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[IpencraBeHoTo qucepTauroHHO U3cienBaHe Ha I1. J[MMKOB 3aema cBO€0Opa3HO MSACTO
B HAIMOHAJIHOTO (uiaocodcko mose: oTBaps B AbJIOOUYMHA M 00XBAaT IMpPOYYBAHETO Ha
ex3ucTeHuuanHara guinocodus Ha K. Scnepc u npoBex/ia cnen(puIHO HHTEPIUCUIIIIMHAPHO
TeMaTh3MpaHe Ha mpolieMa 3a IpaHHYHaTa CUTYyallusi B YOBEIIKOTO ChILIECTBYBaHE BBbPXY
IIMPOKHMST U HM3KIIOYUTENHO IUIOJOTBOPEH JAManor Ha ¢uiocopusnTa, INCUXOJOTUATA U
IICUXOTEpaNUATa W HEBpPOHayKuTe. BriewarnsiBa HCKpEHUSAT @ATOC Ha MPEAJIOKEHOTO
U3CIEBaHE, CIOJENEH OT I'bpBaTa 0 IOCIEJHATA CTPAaHUIA, B ThPCEHE HAa PELICHHE Ha
KUBOTPENTSIINTE BBIPOCH 3a CIPABSHETO HA YOBEKAa B JApaMaTU4YHM, KPU3UCHHU CUTYAlIUH,
KOUTO /12 3a1a3sT HErOBOTO 3/paBe U ISUIOCTHOCT, KaTO OTBOPST NEPCIIEKTUBU, CbOTBETCTBAILIN
Ha OrpOMHHUS TOTEHLMAl Ha 4YOBEKa, NOTEHIMaJ, pa3doupaH B NBIHUS CMHUCHI Ha
UHTEJEKTYalHH, COLMAIHU, JXUTEHCKH CB3UJATEIIHM BB3MOXKHOCTH 3a peanu3auus u
n00pyBaHe Ha TMYHOCTTA. ['0JIIMO TOCTOMHCTBO Ha Mpeaaralus Tpy B YUCTO TEOPETHUECKO
OTHOILICHHE € TMOCTABSIHETO Ha MPECH IUIaH Ha BbBIIpOca 3a 00XBaTa HA TO3M MCUXUYECKU U
MHTEJIEKTYaJlIeH MOTEHIMal Ha YOBEKa M OTTYK 3a KOHIIEMIMSATA 332 Ch3HAHHE U IICUXUKA B
KOpeJaus CbC CTPYKTYpUTE Ha YOBELIKHUS MO3BK KaTO €1H LAJIOCTEH NOoMIe] KbM (peHOMEHa
Ha YOBEIIKHUS Chb3HAHUEB U ICUXUYEH KOHTUHYYM.

JlucepTaliluoOHHOTO M3CJe/IBaHE ChC CBOUTE HAYKOMETPUYHH MapaMeTpH MPEBUIIaBa B
I'BTH U3UCKYEMOTO 3a TakbB THI aucepraius. O6eMbT € oT 526 cTpaHHIM, OPraHU3UpPaH B
Npeun3Ho O00OCHOBaHA BBBEXKIAllla 4YacT, B TpU TIJIaBU M JuTeparypa. JlureparypHure
M3TOUHUIM ca obmo 690, ot kouto 240 Ha OBarapcKu e3uKk ¥ 450 Ha aHTIMICKU U HEMCKH
e3uk. Te neMoHcTpupat epyaupanoctTa Ha 1. JINMKOB ¥ MONOXKEHUT EHUUKIIONEINYEH TPYL
1o 00OCHOBaBaHe, apryMEHTUpAHE U Pa3TpblllaHe Ha TE3UTE U MPOOJIEMHUTE B TEMATHUYHOTO
1oJIe, 3a7aJIeHO OT MHTEPAMCLUUIUIMHAPHUS XapakTep Ha NPeANpHEeTOTO u3cienBaHe. Tyk mie
oT0enexa U BIevaTIsIBaIlIUs 110 Ka4eCTBO, TUII pedeprpaHe U Opoil myOIMKalMOHEH aKTUB Ha
JUCepTaHTa, C KOETO TOW HE caMO IOKpHMBa HAIlMOHAJIHUTE MHUHHUMAIHM HM3UCKBAHUS 3a
JOKTOpCKa CTENEH, HO M I0Ka3Ba CepHO3Ha paboTa IO anmpoOupaHe Ha pe3ylTaTUTE Ha
JUCEPTALMOHHOTO U3CIIEABAHE.

Jucepranusta uMa MHOTOM3MEPHM JOCTOMHCTBA W H3CIEAOBATEICKU pPE3YJITaTH,
3aToBa a3 1€ CE ChbCPEAOTOYAa OCHOBHO BbPXY JIEMOHCTPUPAHETO HA IPUHOCHUTE MOMEHTH U
OTTYK BBpPXY Hali-ChILIECTBEHOTO 3a €AHO AMCEPTALlMOHHO HW3CJEABAaHE — HOBATOPCKUTE



MOMEHTH B Hero. Heka BenHara aa or6enexa — HaIbJIHO CbM ChIVIacHa ¢ (YOpPMYyIHpaHUTE OT
I1. IuMKOB IPUHOCHU MOMEHTH, CIIOpE] MEH Te OMXa MOIJHM Ja ce OO0CIUHAT B MO-00IIH
TEMaTUYHU €AMHCTBA, HO HAl-Ba)KHOTO €, Y€ T€ HE MOCOYBAT UCTUHCKUAT MHOBATUBEH 3apsiji U
pe3yliTaTd Ha TpeUIoKeHaTa IUCepTallMOHHA pa3paboTka. 3aroBa 1€ pa3BHsl CBOETO
CTAaHOBHIIIE CHOOpPA3HO TOBAa, KOETO a3 BWXKJAaM KAaTO HWCTUHCKM 3HAYUMO WU HOBO B
mucepranusata Ha I1. JluMKOB, a TO He € HHMKaK MaJKO M OTBaps 3HAUMMHU NIpobdiieMu B
ChBpEeMEeHHUTE OBbArapcku GuIocoOPCKU U MCUXOIOTUYECKH U3CIIECIBAHUS.

[1. JluMkoB ochllecTBsiBA MalladeH TMperjea M CUCTeMaTu3alus Ha o0ImuTe
¢dbunocodcku Bb3raeaun Ha Kapn Scnepe, KakbBTO JEHCTBUTENHO HE € MpaBeH B ObIrapckara
¢dbunocodusi. Bepxy HenpeBeIeHUTE U HETIO3HATH 3a MIMPOKaTa ayJUTOPUS MPOU3BEACHUS HA
Scnepc U BBpXY coiuaeH oOXxBaT Ha u3cienBanus Bbpxy Scmepc Il. JlumkoB m3rpaxnia
IsulocTHaTa kKaptuHa Ha SlcmepcoBara EXistenzphilosophie, karo s ocHoBaBa BBPXY
KoHIenusaTa Ha Screpc 3a BceoOXBAaTHOTO ¥ HETOBUTE MOIYCH, TIPOCBETIISBAIIN YOBEITKOTO
CBHILIECTBYBaHE, KaTO MOCTaBEHO B o0IaTa CUTYyalusl Ha focturane A0 TpancuenaeHiusaTa. C
TOBa Ha (POKYC MJBa Hal-BaXHUAT BBIIPOC HA JUCEPTALMOHHOTO M3CJEIBAaHE: KOE OTKPHBA
Hal-ChIIECTBEHOTO M MOTEHIUATHO OTKJIOYBALIOTO 32 YOBEKA, KOE€ € OHOBA, KOETO I'0 MPaBU
aBTEHTHYEH M MY OCHTypsiBa JAOCTHI U BT KbM Outuero. II. JIMMKOB akieHTHpa BBPXY
pelIeHreTo B eK3ucTeHInanHaTa ¢punocodus Ha Scnepc: ,,ThpceHe Ha HAI0CTHOCT, TOTATHOCT,
UJeaTHOCT U 3aBbpiieHocT (133) u oTkpuBa JOCThIIA Ype3 ,, TPAHCLUEHIUPAHETO , KOETO €
JIOCTUTAaHE JI0 TPaHUIATa U BH3MOXKHOCT 32 BT U YCET, 38 €K3UCTEHIIUAITHO MIPEKUBSIBAHE Ha
TPAHCIEHJIEHTHOTO, €/IBa M CaMO KOETO MOXE Ja JajJe Ha 4YOBEKAa TOBA 3aBBPIIBAHE U
aBTEHTUYHA IUIOCTHOCT. VIMEHHO 3aToBa M JucepTalusaTa ce€ ChCPEAOTOYaBA BBPXY
IrPaHUYHATA CUTYAIIMs KaTO CUTYyaIUATa, KOSITO AaBa TO3H JOCTHII U peaau3npa NOoTeHIMalIa Ha
yoBeka. Taka ueHtpupana ot II. /luMkoB, rpaHuyHaTta cuTyauus € TBKMO TO3H ,,CKOK,
MPOMSIHA B ISUIOCTHUS CBETOTJIE]] Ha YOBEKa, KOWTO J1a U3BaId HETOBUS MOTEHIUAT U 0COOEHO
— HEOTJIOKHOCTTA YOBEKBT J]a M3M0JI3Ba CBOSITA KPEATUBHOCT, 32 J1a Ch3/1a/l€ HOB CBETOTJIE C
HOBU 1lenu U TeHHOCTH. OdopMsi ce WHOBATMBHA IOJIOKEHOCT Ha KOHIIENTa TpaHUYHA
CUTYaIIHs, KOSITO 1a OTTOBOPH Ha BBITPOCA 33 JOCTUTAHETO JI0 aBTEHTHYHATA I[SUIOCT HA YOBEKA
1 Ha mpolbsiemMa 3a KpeaTUBHOCTTA HA YOBEKAa B HETOBHUS MOTEHIIMAJ, U HA HA4YMHA, 10 KOWTO
TO3HW OCHOBEH XapaKTep Ha MOTEHIINAJIa CE€ OCHIIECTBABA B pa3pa3uiiara ce TpaHMYHA CUTYaIlus,
a u aa ce ohopMAT HOBH UJCH U PEIICHHS 32 Bb3MOKHOCTUTE Ha YOBEKA J1a TH peau3upa, u T0
KaTo Ch3HAHUE U MHTENEKTyalleH pecypc. T.e. 3a0kKeH € ¥ eIUH OIIe MO-AbI00K mpobiem 3a
TOBa KaKBO € pa30MpaHETO HU TOTaBa 3a Ch3HAHHE, 332 NCHUXMKA W 3a HOpMara M300I10 Ha
MICUXUYECKHUS )KUBOT HA YOBEKaA.

Tyx I1. /IuMKOB criofens u3Ls10 TPaKTOBKaTa Ha FpaHUYHATA CUTYyalus, pa3Bura ot K.
SAcnepc, kato apamMaTHYHA, U3ISUI0 HETaTUBHA CUTYaIlWs Ha KpalHU M Pa3ThpCBAIH ICUXUKATa
Ha YOBEKa EMOITMHU U OTKa3 OT BCUYKO BEYE IMO3HATO U MPHUETO, KAaTo ,,KPYIICHHE * Ha MUCHJITA.
B otroBop Ha mocTaBeHHsS H3CIEAOBATEIICKH MPOOJIEM ca TMPEIIOKEHU H3KIIOUYUTEITHO
WHTEPECHU PEIICHUS: TMOAYEPTABAHETO HA OCOOCHUS JOCTBII A0 TpaHCIEHAEHIUATa KaTo
,yceT™ (159), ek3ucCTeHIMaTHO MPEKUBSIBAHE, KOETO € OTBB]] CYyOSKT-O0CKTHOTO OTHOIICHUE,
3aToBa W TpsiOBa Ja ce ompenenu KaTo ,,0e300€KTHO, M KaTO CHUIMHCKO €K3UCTECHIIMATHO,
KOETO III¢ JIOBEJIC JIO €/IHA BayKHA HJIes 3a ,,0€300eKTHA", He-uHTeHIIMoHaMHa (153) HacodyeHoCT
Ha Cb3HAHHMETO, KaTo TMOJIEeBO, KaTo ,,)OHOBO — Te3a, KOSATO € paauKaTHO HOBA KaTO TEOPHs Ha
cb3HaHueTo. [1. JInMKOB HM3cnenBa OCHOBHO ,,MUCTUYHOTO MPEKUBABAHE  KATO TAKBB JTOCTHII



70 aBTEHTUYHOTO M300MIO0 U /10 aBTEHTHYHATA ISUIOCT Ha YOBEKa M OMKCBAa TOBA ChCTOSHUE
Karo ,,cCh3HaHUE 32 AbJI00K 1 Hem3mepuM cMUcha (150), ,,0e3KpaiiHo O6Ja’KeHCTBO, ChbBBPILICHA
scuHota® (151). Karo ocoben By mpexuBsiBaHe TO MMa €K3UCTEHIIMAICH XapaKTep U HauCTUHA
e cnmabo u3cienBaHo ocoOeHO BBB (uiocodusaTa, TO OCTaBa 3aKPUTO OTKBM CH3HATEIHO
WHUIMKPAHE, a Ype3 Hero Cropes JUcepTanTa ce MaHU(ecTupa ThKMO ThPCEHOTO JOCTHTaHE
710 LIeJIOCTTa ¥ aBTEHTHMYHOCTTA HA YOBEKAa M JI0 OTPOMHOTO OOraTrcTBO M 3apsij Ha HETOBHS
noteHnuan. Tyk 3a MEH ocTaBa CIETHUST IpobiieM: TpsaOBa 1M rpaHUYHATA CUTYyalus Ja Obae
SIIMHCTBEHO U ,,BUHATH* 3ape/icHa C OCTPO HeraTUBHU npekuBsiBanus (352), HsMa Jiu rpaHUIHU
CUTYalluu, KOUTO Jia C€ UKUBSIBAT CHC CHIIMS MOTEHLIMAT U CHJIa 33 YOBEKa, HO Te Ja ca
MHUIMKAPAHU IO APYTH MOBOJM U B TIO3UTUBHA EMOLIMOHAIIHA OIIBETEHOCT.

[TocTixenue Ha AMCEpPTaHTa € MOCIEIOBATEIHOTO pas3rphIlaHe Ha JOMUpPHATA 00JIaCT
Ha royierara Ha (punocodusTa, ICUXOJIOTUATA U HEBpOHAYKHUTE. KOMIIETEHTHO U B ITBJIHOTA HA
CHHOIICHCA Ca Pa3BUTH ChbBPEMEHHHUTE BB3TJICAN 33 Ch3HAHHUE U TICUXHKA, 0COOCHO B 00iacTTa
Ha KOTHUTUBHUTE HaykW. B HOBUTE BMXJAHUA 33 CHIIMHCKUTE (PYHKUIMU HA TCHXUKATa U
TEXHUTE MO3BYHU KOpEJaTH Ce pa3BUBAT HAECUTE 32 IIMPOKOOXBATHUTE MO3BbUYHU MPEXKH U
BB3HMKBA MpoOjemMa 3a TEXHUTE AaHalo3d OT CTpaHa Ha TIICUXUYECKUTE CTPYKTYpHU
KOMIIOHEHTH, 3a JIBE OT TpuTe TakuBa Mpeku — Central-Executive Network u Salience Network
— IMUCEPTaHTHT MMa CBOE U3CIICIOBATEIICKO pelieHue: karo anaor Ha Eroro (174). I1. JlumkoB
BBBEXKIA UaedTa 3a ,,OHOBaTa CTPYKTypa Ha Ch3HaHueTo™ (247) u 3a ,,eK3UCTCHIIMAITHU
qyBCTBa“ KaTo ,,()OHOBOTO UYYBCTBO 3a NPUHAMISKHOCT KBbM cBera™ (248), ¢ koero ca
MOTBBPJICHH PEATHHUTE HA TPEKUBSIBAHETO HA IPaHUYHATA CUTyanus. Jlanu Te3u HOBU peaui,
BKJIIOYMTETHO M MHUCTHYHOTO TPEKUBSBAHE, JaBaT OCHOBaHHME Aa ce O(GOpMHU eIuH HOB
KOHIIETIT 32 Cb3HAHUETO M 3a HEroBaTa JbJIOMHHA OCHOBd, THBKMO KOATO aKTUBHUPA HETOBUTE
BB3MOXXHOCTH M COOCTBEHH (DYHKIIUU.

I1. JIuMKOB KOHCTpyHpa MOJIENl HAa TpaHUYHATa CUTYAIHsl, BBTPE B KOATO C€ pasrpblia
KpeaTHBHOCTTA Ha M3MpaBEeHUs Mpen paspelaBaHero il 4oBek. I1. JIuMKOB s pasriexja Kato
n3pa3 Ha o0siBeHata oT B. @paHKbI ,,BOJIS 32 CMHCHII, C KOSITO /1a C€ JOCTUTHE JI0 YHUKATHHS
3a BCEKHW €JMH YOBEK CMHCHI U OTTYK J0 ch3JaBaHe Ha HOB cBeroryen. Cropen I1. Jlumkos
TOBa C€ OCBINECTBSIBA upe3 ,,TPETHUEH MUCIOBEH mporec”, ¢opmyiaupaH Ha Oa3aTa Ha
BbBeJICHUTE OT PpOoii] MbPBUYEH U BTOPUUYEH MUCIIOBEH Ipolec, koiTo 1. JluMkoB aegunupa
Taka: ,['paHHYeH mpolec Ha KOHKpETHa, BboOpaXkaeMa perpe3eHTalusi Ha aOCTpakTHH
noHATus (302). TpkMO B IOTOKAa Ha TO3M TPETHYEH MHCIOBEH IPOLEC CE pealu3upa
KpPEaTHBHOCTTA M CE JOCTHUTa ,,HOOJOTHMYHOTO (IyXOBHO) m3MepeHue™, mo ®Ppanxpa (311),
CIIPSIMO KOETO JIa C€ Ch3/Aa/]1€ HOBUSAT CMHUCHII, EK3UCTEHIIMATHOTO OOSICHEHHE U TaKa ITbJIHOTO
caMmopeann3upaHe Ha YoBeka. IHTepeceH BBIIPOC TYK € KaK W JIaiu ,,(poHOBaTa CTPYKTypa Ha
CH3HAHMETO " yJacTBa B MpoIleca Ha KPEaTUBHOCTTA, U TO KaTO €AMH TPETUYCH MPOIIEC, M KaK
ce pakJa ¥ M3IThJIBa HOBATa [IEHHOCT, a U IEJHUAT CBETOTIIe, KaTo, pa3oupa ce, TpsOBa 1a ce
oruere, KakTo 1. /IuMKOB mocouBa, KOJIKO MAJIKO € U3CJIEBAHO B Ta3H ITOCOKA.

XyMmaHHa U MPOMEHsAIIA camara 0a3a Ha rncuxorepanusTa € tezara Ha I1. /lumkoB 3a
,»IETIPECUBHO-TIECUMUCTHYHUS peau3bM’, pas3rjefaH Karo ,IpaHMYHA CHUTyalnus” Ha
,M30CTPEHA AHAJUTUYHOCT M CKJIOHHOCT KbM pEIIaBaHe Ha TEKKHU >KUTEUCKHU COLMAIHU
npobnemu” (378). Jlopy M B TICHXOMATOJIOTMYHO OTHOIICHHWE Ta3W o0Ia Harjaca ce
yrBbpkaaBa oT Il. JlumMkoB Kkaro (yHKIMOHAJEH OTTOBOP Ha CTpeca M Karo YacT OT
,»aJalITHPAHETO HAa YOBEKA B CHCTOSHHME HA KPU3a U HEOCHIIECTBEH NIPEXO0Jl KbM HOBO



eK3ucTeHuuanHo paBHuile. [logueprana e HEOOXOAUMOCTTa OT TepaleBTUYHA MOJKpena Ha
IIPEKMBSIBAILUSA Sl HOBEK, HE CAMO TOBA, HO M OT €K3MCTEHIIMAIHA aHAJIN3a U JOPU CTUMYJIMpPaHe
Ha YCHENIHO TMpEeXUBSIBAHE HA TpPaHUYHA CHUTyallusi C HU3MEPEHUS Ha MHUCTUYHO
IIMPOKOOOXBATHO MPEKUBSIBAHE, KAKBBTO € CIy4asT Ha IMPEKHUBSIBAHETO, HA30BAHO ,,6KCTAa3HA
aypa“ npu JlOCTOEBCKH, JOCTaBSIIO IbJIHO EK3UCTEHLMAIHO IPEKUBSIBAHE U IOCTABSIIIO
BBIIPOCA 32 MAKCUMAIHUTE Bb3MOKHOCTH Tpe] YoBelkusi MO3bK. OTroBopsT Ha I1. JluMKOB €
B I10COKAa Ha BBH3MOXKHOCTUTE 32 M3KYCTBEHO MHAYLMpaHE Ha TaKOBa CHCTOSIHHE, KaTo eaHa
HOBa Hayka ,,(hapmaxomemagpusuxa® (394), HO OUepTABAIIUTE CE PEIICHHUS BCEC OIIC KPHSIT
MHOTO HEHU3CJIEJBAaHM AaCIeKTH U CIEJO0BAaTENHO SCHU PUCKOBE 32 YOBELIKOTO 31paBe M
OnmarocecTosinue. Te3u BBIPOCH OTBApAT LMIMPOKO ITBTHUINATA 332 M3y4aBaHE M IPUEMaHE Ha
LEJIMSI CHEKTHP Ha YOBELIKOTO, & TaKa U 32 OTKPUMBaHE HAa HOBU ITbTUIIIA 32 IPEBEHIIMS, JIEUEHUE
Y TIOJIKpena Ha MPOOJIEMHHUTE ChCTOSHUS U CUTYAIH B YOBEIIKHS IICUXUYCCKH KUBOT.

[IpencraBenusT aBTOopedepar oTroBaps Ha jaucepranusaTa. Hsmam chbBMeCTHH
MyOJIUKAIUU C TUCEPTaHTA.

[IpenBun u3TbKkHaTUTE OE3CIOPHM HAy4YHM IOCTOMHCTBa Ha aucepranusata Ha I[L
JIMMKOB U M3BEJICHUTE U ApIrYMEHTHUPAHU €BPUCTUYHH TPUHOCHU MOMEHTH B Hesl 1€ TJIacyBam
ybeneHo ,,3A* nmpuckKIaHEeTO Ha oOpa3oBaTenHaTa M Hay4yHa cTeneH ,,/Jokmop* Ha IleTbp
PanoeB /lumkoB 3a HeroBara gucepranus Ha Tema: ,,/lHHAMHMKAa Ha KPeaTHBHOCTTA BbB
(penoMeHa rpaHnyYHa cUTyal M.

7.11.2021 r.

Jou. n-p Cunsus Kpbscrera
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The presented dissertation research of Petar Dimkov occupies a special place in the
national philosophical field: it opens in depth and scope the study of the existential philosophy
of Karl Jaspers and conducts a specific interdisciplinary thematization of the problem of the
boundary situation in the human existence on the broad and extremely fruitful dialogue between
philosophy, psychology and psychotherapy and neuroscience. Impressive is the sincere pathos
of the proposed study, shared from the first to the last page, in search of the solution to the vital
questions to the man’s coping in dramatic, crisis situation that preserve his health and integrity,
opening perspectives corresponding to enormous human potential in the full sense of
intellectual, social, life creative opportunities for realization and well-being of modern human.

The dissertation research with its scientometric parameters exceeds many times what is
required for this type of dissertation. The volume is 526 pages, organized in precisely
constructed introductory part, three chapters and references. There are a total 690 sources, of
which 240 in Bulgarian, 450 in English and German. This demonstrates the erudition of P.
Dimkov and the encyclopedic work on deduction, argumentation and development of theses
and problems in the thematic interdisciplinary field.

P. Dimkov unfolds a large-scale review and systematization of the general philosophical
views of Karl Jaspers, which was not actually made in Bulgarian philosophy. P. Dimkov builds
the overall picture of Jaspers’ Existenzphilosophie, basing it on Jaspers’ concept of The
Encompassing and its modes enlightening the human existence in the general situation of
reaching the Transcendence. With this comes into focus the most important question of the
dissertation: what discovers the most essential and potentially unlocking for human being, what
is what makes him authentic and provides him with the access and a path to the being. P.
Dimkov emphasizes the solution in the existential philosophy of Jaspers: “search for wholeness,

totality, ideality and completeness” (133) and discovers access through “transcending”, which



is reaching the boundary and the possibility of path and sense, for the existential experience of
the transcendent — the only thing that can give human this completion and authentic wholeness.
That is why the dissertation focuses on the boundary situation as the situation that gives this
access and realizes human potential. Thus centered by P. Dimkov, the boundary situation is the
“leap”, a change in the overall worldview of human to unleash his potential and especially — to
use his creativity to create a new worldview with new goals and values. An innovative
positioning of the boundary situation is formed, which would answer the question of reaching
the authentic integrity of human. There is an even deeper problem of what our comprehension
is then of consciousness, of psychics, and of the norm of mental life in general.

Here P. Dimkov shares the conception of the boundary situation developed by Jaspers,
as a dramatic, completely negative situation, as a “crash” of thinking. In response of the
research, interesting and innovative solution has been proposed: emphasizing the special access
to Transcendence as a pure “sense” (159), an existential experience that is beyond the subject-
object relationship, and therefore should be defined as “objectless”, and as truly existential,
which will lead to an important idea of “objectless”, non-intentional orientation of the
consciousness, as a field, as a “background” — a thesis that is radically new in the theory of
consciousness. P. Dimkov mainly studies the “mystical experience” as such access to the
authentic in general and to the authentic wholeness of human and describes this state as
“consciousness of deep and immeasurable meaning” (150). As a special kind of experience it
has an existential character and is really poorly studied, especially in philosophy, it remains
closed by conscious initiation and as a personal achievement.

The achievement of the dissertation is the consistent development of the field of
interaction of philosophy, psychology and neuroscience. The modern views of consciousness
and psychics, especially in the field of neuroscience, have been developed competently and
systematically. In the new views on the true functions of the psychics and their brain correlates,
the ideas of wide-raging brain networks are developed and the problem of their analogues in
psychics reaches its solution. P. Dimkov introduces the idea of the “background structure of
consciousness” (247) and of “existential feelings” as “the background feeling of belonging to
the world” (248), which confirms the realities of experiencing the boundary situation. Do these
new realities, including the mystical experience, give ground to form a new concept of
consciousness and its deep foundation, which activates its possibilities and its functions?

P. Dimkov constructs a model of a boundary situation, within which the creativity of
the person facing its resolution unfolds. P. Dimkov considers it as an expression of the “will for

meaning” announced by V. Frankl, with which to reach the unique meaning for each person



and hence the creation of a new worldview. According to P. Dimkov, this is done through the
“tertiary thought process”, formulated on the basis of the primary and secondary process
introduced by Freud, which P. Dimkov defines as follows: “Boundary process of concrete,
imaginary representation of abstract concepts” (302). It is in the flow of this tertiary thought
process that creativity is realized and the “noological (spiritual) dimension” (in terms of V.
Frankl) is reached. In relation to this whole process the new meaning is created and the self-
realization of the person is fulfilled. An interesting question here is how and whether the
“background structure of consciousness” participates in the process of creativity and as a
tertiary process.

The thesis of P. Dimkov on “depressive-pessimistic realism”, considered as a “boundary
situation” of “sharpened analyticalness and tendency to solve difficult life social problems”
(378), is humane and changing the very basis of psychotherapy. Even in psychopathological
terms, this general attitude is affirmed by P. Dimkov as a functional response to stress and as a
part of the “adaptation” of the person in a state of crisis and unrealized existential transition to
a new existential level. The need of therapeutic support to the person experiencing it is
emphasized, not only that, but with conducting an existential analysis. P. Dimkov propose even
the stimulation of a successful experience of a boundary situation with dimension of a wide-
ranging experience, delivering a complete existential experience and raising the question of
maximum possibilities of human brain. P. Dimkov’s answer is in the direction of the
possibilities for artificial induction of such a state as a new science “pharmacometaphysics”
(394), but the emerging solutions still hide many unexplored aspects and therefore clear risks
to human health and well-being. The questions open wide the ways for the study and acceptance
of the whole spectrum of the human abnormality and normality, for the prevention, treatment
and support of problematic states and situation in the human mental life.

The presented abstract corresponds to the dissertation. | have no co-author publications
with P. Dimkov.

Given the outstanding scientific merits of Petar Dimkov’s dissertation and the derived
and argued heuristic contributions, | will confidently vote with “Yes” for acquisition to Petar
Radoev Dimkov the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” for his dissertation “Dynamics

of Creativity in the Phenomenon of the Boundary Situation”.
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