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OTHOCHO: AMCepTalMOHEeH TPyA 3a NPUCHKIaHE Ha 00pa3oBaTelHa M HaydHa
CTENEH ,JA0KTOP* 10 Hayyna cneyuannocm "VIKOHOMHKA U yIIpaBJiIeHUE
(uagycTpus)", mpodecuoHaTHO HampaBiieHHEe 3.7 AJIMUHHUCTpAIUS WU
ylpaBjieHue, 00sacT Ha Buclie oopa3oBanue 3. ColuanHu, CTOMAHCKU U
IIPaBHU HAYKH.

ABTOp Ha TMCEPTALMOHHHUS TPYA: Panoctnna Emunosa FOneBa-Uyuynaiina

Tema Ha TUCepTallMOHHUS TPYA: "NuoBanuure KaTo dakrop 3a
NOBHILIABAHE HA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha MAJIKUTE U CPEIHU
NPEANPUATUS

OcHnosanue 3a TIpEACTaBSHE HA CTAHOBUIIIETO: YYaCTHE B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO
KYpH TI0 3alIUTa Ha JUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPYJ ChriacHo 3amoBes Ha Pextopa Ha
O3V "Heodwut Puncku" - biaroesrpaa Ne 3160/16.12.2021 .

1. NUndopmanus 3a JucepTanTa

Panoctuna Emunosa FOneBa-Uyuynaiina ce € oOyyaBajia o JOKTOPCKa
nporpama Ha FO3VY "Heodur Punicku" npes nepuona 2018 - 2021 r. [Iputexana
oorat npogeCuoHaJIeH OMMT, BKIIOUUTEITHO KATO XOHOPYBAaH MpenojaBaTel B
YHUBEPCUTETA.

2. O01ma xapakTepuCTUKA HA NPeCTABEHUS TUCEPTANUOHEH TPY

JucepraiMoHHUAT Tpyn € paspadoreH B obem ot 310 crpaHum.
HeroBata cTpykTypa BKIIOUBa YBOJA, TPH TJIaBH, 3aKJIIOYCHUE, HU3MOJ3BaHA
nuteparypa (218 U3TOUHUKA) U IPUITTOKEHUS.

Temata Ha AUCEpTAIMOHHUSA TPYJ € MOCBETEHA Ha IOBUINABAHETO HA
KOHKYPEHTOCTIOCOOHOCTTa Ha MAJKUTE U CPEIHU TNPEANPUSTUHS upe3
YCKOpsIBAaHE HAa WHOBAIMHMTE W AUTHTAIW3anusaTa. [1o TO3W HAYMH ce TBPCAT
BB3MOKHOCTH 32 OICHKa Ha BJIMSHUETO Ha HWHOBAllUUTE  BBPXY
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha MAJKWUTE W CPEIHU MPEATPUITHS, KaKTO U J1a Ce
U3clie/IBa Bph3KaTa MEXKIY JUTHUTAIM3AlMATa, WHOBAIMUTE W MHOBAIMOHHATA
AKTUBHOCT HAa MAJIKUTE U CPEeIHM NpeAnpusTus B P bearapus.



B yBonma nucepraHTkara 0OOCHOBaBa AKTYaJHOCTTa M 3HAYMMOCTTA 3a
VOPABICHCKUTE TEOpUs W TpaKTHUKa Ha W3CIeABaHATa TMPOOIEMATHKA.
IToguepTaBa ce CTPaTErMUYECKOTO MSICTO Ha MAJIKUTE U CPEIHUTE MPEINPUATHS
B MKOHOMHUKaTa Ha cTpaHaTa. [lo-HaTaThK B yBoma ca AcUHUPAHU OOEKTHT,
npeaMEThT, HayyHaTa Te3a, LEJTa W CBbP3aHUTE C HES H3CIEAOBATEICKH
3amaun  (ctp. 7). Hayunara Te3a, d¢opMmynupaHa OT aBTOpKaTa Ha
JUCEPTAllMOHHOTO M3CJEABaHE, € ciienHara: "MHoBauuMWTe MMAT TrojiiMa poJist
3a TIOBUIIIABAHETO Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTAa U KOHKYPEHTHHUTE MIPEIUMCTBA
HA MAaJKUTEe W CPEAHM MNPEANpHUsATHS, a ToBa MOpaxaa HEOOXOIUMOCTTa
MEHHU/KBPUTE J1a IpWiIarart CTpaTerud 3a yBEJIWYAaBAHE HAa MHOBALIMOHHATA
aKTUBHOCT Ha OCHOBaTa Ha qurnraiu3anus." (cTp. 7)

B ngumcepraumMoHHuss ~— Tpynl ~— ca  M3MOJ3BaHU  Pa3HOOOpa3HU
M3CIIEIOBATEICKM METOAM: METOABT HA aHAJIU3 U CUHTE3, CPABHUTEIEH METO/,
METO/i Ha HaOJIIOICHUETO, AHKETEH METOJ, PETPECHOHEH U KOpEJIallMOHEH
aHaJM3M U Jp. 3a 1enTa ca U3IMoja3BaHu Oorata 6a3a OT CTAaTUCTUYECKH JIaHHH,
nyomukyBanu oT HCH, kakTo M pe3yiaTratd OT MPOBEJEHO aBTOPOBO AHKETHO
npoyuBane u ap. [lepuoast Ha ananmu3 € 2016 - 2020 r., kKaTo ce BKJIKOYBAT U
kpuszucHure npouecu npe3 2020 u 2021 r., cBbp3anu ¢ BausgHUETo HAa KoBua-
19.

3. OueHka Ha MOJIyYeHUTE HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJITaTH

IIspBa r1aBa Ha JHUCEPTAIMOHHHUS TPYJ € IMOCBETEHA HA TCOPETHKO-
METOI0JIOTHYECKUTE OCHOBH HAa MHOBAIIMUTE W MHOBAIlMOHHATAa aKTUBHOCT Ha
MaJIKUT€ W CPEIHM TMPENNpuATHs. 3a I1elTa € MOpoydeH TojIsIiM 00em
JUTEpaTypHU W3TOYHUIIM, CBBpP3aHU C TemaTa, M ca CHCTEMaTU3WpaHu
TEOPETUYHUTE TOAXOJIU TPU HU3CJIeIBAHE HA WHOBAIMUTE M WHOBAI[MOHHATA
neriHoct. IlpemioxkeHa € aBTOpoBa Kiacu(uKalus HAa HMHOBAIMUTE M ca
W3CJICIBAHU 3aJbJI00YEHO OCOOCHOCTHTES Ha WHOBAIIMOHHATAa aKTUBHOCT Ha
MAaJIKUTE U CPEAHU TIPEATPUSITHS.

Bropa rjiaBa e IIOCBETEHA Ha KOHKYPCHITUSTA U
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha MAJIKUTE W CpeaHM mpeanpusatus. [IpoBeneH e
KPUTHYEH aHajii3 Ha OCHOBHUTE TEOPETUYHM IIOCTAHOBKH, CBBP3aHU C
KOHKYPEHIIUATA, KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa U (PAKTOPUTE, KOUTO BIUSSAT BHPXY
Hes. B meHTbpa Ha M3II0KEHUETO ca MOCTaBeHU aKTyaJIHH BBIIPOCH B 00JacTTa
Ha  KOHKYPEHTHTE TMPEAUMCTBA U  KOHKYPEHTHHTE  CTpaTerMud Ha
npeanpusatTiero. CrenraiHo MACTO B M3JIOKEHUETO € OTACICHO Ha BIMSHUETO
Ha MHOBAIIMUTE 3a TMOBUINIABAHE HA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha MAJIKUTE U
CpeIHU TIPEATPUITHS.

Tpera riaBa Ha aUCEpPTALIMOHHMS TPYJ € C MPAKTUYECKa HACOUEHOCT.
Tsa e o3arnaBeHa: "Ponsg Ha MHOBAIMOHHATA AKTUBHOCT HAa MAJKUTE U CPEIHU



PEITPUITHS B bearapus 3a MOBHILIABAHE Ha TAXHATa
KOHKypeHTocnocoOHocT'. Bb3 ocHOBa Ha pa3zHoOOpa3Ha CTaTUCTHYECKa
uHbOpMallMs € TpPEICTaBeHAa XapaKTepUCTHKAa Ha MaJKUTe H CPEIHU
NOPENNpUsITHS TI0 JTUHHUS Ha CHJIHU U cJ1a0u CTpaHH, Bb3MOXHOCTU U 3aIlIaXH.
[IpennosxkeHa € METOAOIOTHS Ha U3CIEIBAHETO U HAa Ta3W OCHOBA € MPOBEICHA
OlLIEHKa Ha MHOBAIIMOHHATA aKTUBHOCT HA MAJIKUTE U CPEIHU MPEINpPUATHS C
aKIEHT BbpPXY AMTUTAIU3aIMATa. Brcoka OIeHKa 3acily’kaBaT peajr3upaHOTO
aHKETHO MPOYYBaHE U Pa3pabOTEHHIT OT aBTOpPKaTa MOJIEN 3a MOBUIIIABaHE HA
KOHKypeHTocrnocooHocTTa Ha MCII upe3 yBennuaBaHe Ha HMHOBAIMOHHATA
aKTUBHOCT Ha OCHOBATa Ha IUTUTAINA3ALIUS.

brnaronapenue Ha Oorarara TeOpeTHYHA MOJATOTOBKA JTOKTOpPAHTKAaTa
3allldTaBa MO MOAXOJAL] HAYMH KPUTUYHUTE CHU BB3IJIEAH, CBBP3aHU C
u3clieBaHaTa MpoOJeMaTUKa, U JEMOHCTpHUpa MIMPOKAa HH(POpMaLMOHHA M
HOpPMAaTHBHA OCBEIOMEHOCT. Te3n yMeHHs s mojJromaraT B MOCTUTAaHETO Ha
3aJa/ieHaTa el U YCIIEIHOTO PElIaBaHE Ha M3CIEAOBaTEICKHUTE 3amadn. Ha
Ta3l OCHOBA MOK€ J1a ObJe HAampaBEH WM3BOJABT, YE M3CIIEOBATEIICKaTa Te3a €
JIOKa3aHa 10 KaTErOpUYEH HA4MH.

PenieH3upanusaT qucepTalMoOHEH TPYZ NPUTEkKaBa JIOTMYECKH MPABUIIHO
KOHCTpyHpaHa CTpyKTypa. B pa3paOoTkaTa ce pemiaBa akTyajeH HpodiieM ¢
rojsIMO TPAaKTUYECKO 3HAYCHHUE, CBBbpP3aH C HHOBAIMUTE KaTo (HakTop 3a
NOBMILIABAHE HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa Ha MAJKUTE U  CPEJHH
npennpustud. IlpenBun Buma, obema M Qopmara Ha AUCEPTALIMOHHOTO
u3cnensane Ha Panoctuna EmMunosa FOneBa-Uyuynaiina TpsiOBa a ce HanmpaBu
3aKJIIOYCHHUETO, Y€ TO CHOTBETCTBA HA OOIIUTEC M3UCKBAHMS HA WiI. 27, al. 2 OT
[TI3PACPB.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHHU MPHHOCH
[TpuemaM mmocoueHNTE HAYYHHU U HAYIHO-TIPUIIOKHU TIPUHOCH, @ HMEHHO:

1. Ha 6a3ara Ha HampaBeHO 00OOIIEHUE, CUCTEMAaTU3UpaHe U J10000TaTsIBaHe
HAa HAYYHUTE BH3TJICU 32 MHOBAIIMHUTE Ca U3BEJIEHU OCHOBHUTE AC(UHUIINH,
KJacu(uKaIum, eTanu 1 XapakKTepUCTUKU HAa MHOBAIIMUTE U WHOBAITMOHHUS
MPOIIEC Ha MAJIKUTE U CPETHU MPEITPHUITHS.

2. WzBenenn u o00O0OOIIEHW ca OCHOBHHUTE TCOPETHUYHHM KOHIICHIIUKA 3a
KOHKYPEHIIUATa M KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa, Karo € O0O0OCHOBaHa
B3aMMOBPB3KAaTa MEXKJy WHOBAIMUTE, WHOBAIMOHHATA AaKTUBHOCT U
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha MAJIKUTE M CPEIHU TIPEATIPHUSITH.

3. Pa3paboreHa € MeToAuKa M ca HAMpaBEHU aHAJIM3 U OLICHKA Ha BIUSHHUETO
Ha WHOBAITUUTE u MHOBAIMOHHATA aKTUBHOCT BBPXY
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha MAJIKUTE U CPEIHU MIPEANPHUATHS B bhirapus.



4. W3cnenBaHO M YCTAaHOBEHO € HHUBOTO HAa JAUTHTAIM3ALUS HA MAJKUTE U
CpeaHu TpeAnpusTus B bbarapus m Bpb3KaTa MEXKIy AUTUTAIA3ALUAITA,
MHOBAIIMUTE U MHOBalMOoHHaTa akTUBHOCT Ha MCII B bwarapus.

5. Pa3paboreH € Mojen 3a MOBHIIABAHE HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha
MQJIKUT€ WU CPEIHM MPEANPUSATUS 4Ype3 MOBUIIABAHE HAa WHOBAIIMOHHATA
aKTUBHOCT Ha OCHOBATa Ha JIUTUTAIH3AIHATA.

5. Ouenka Ha MyOJIUKALIMUTE 10 JUCEPTANUATA

[IpeacraBenn ca ocem MyOJMKAaIlMM O TemaTa Ha AMCEpTalusTa, OT
KOMTO €7Ha B CBHaBTOPCTBO. Te oTpa3siBaT CHIIECTBEHU AacleKkTh Ha
pEeLEeH3UpaHus TUCEPTALIMOHEH TPY.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

ABTopedepaTbT € pa3paboTeH ChOOpPAa3HO BB3NPUETUTE CTAHAAPTH.
HeroBute cTpykTypa M ChABpXKaHUE OTpa3sBaT MOCTUTHATUTE OT aBTOpPKaTa
pPE3YNTATH B TUCEPTALUOHHUS TPYA.

7. Kputu4Hu 0eJie:KKH, NPENOPbKU U BbIIPOCH

[IpenopruBam Ha Pagoctuna Emuiosa FOnepa-Uyuynaiina na 3aapa00uu
U3CIIEIBAHUATA CH B 0O0JacTTa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTa C OTJie[
MHTEH3UBHUTE KPU3UCHU MPOLECU Mpe3 MOCIECAHUTE TOJUHHU, Thil KaTO TE3U
BBIIPOCH TMPEACTABISABAT CEpUO3EH (PAKTOP 3a CTUMYJIMPAHE HA PA3BUTHUETO HA
CBBPEMEHHUTE NPEIIPUATHS.

8. 3ak/rouyeHue

HMucepraunoHuusT Tpya Ha Pagoctuna Emunosa FOQaepa-Uyuynaiina
Ha Tema  "Hunosayuume - kamo  ¢axkmop  3a  nosuwasame  Ha
KOHKYPEHMOCHOCOOHOCMma ~ Ha — Maikume U CpeOHu  npeonpusmus’”
HNOTBBPXK/IaBa YMEHHUSTA Ha aBTOpKaTa Jia MPOBEXJa 3aAbJI00YEHO HAy4dHO
M3CIIE[IBAHE HAa aKTyaJIeH M BayKeH MpoOJieM 3a ObJrapckaTta IpakTUKa, CBbp3aH
C TMOBUIIABaHE HA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTAa HA MAJKUTE U CpPEIHHU
MPEANPUATHS.

ToBa MM JaBa OCHOBaHME C TMbJHAa YOENEHOCT Jda MOJKperns
npuckxaasero Ha OHC "nmoktop" mo HayuyHa cnenuanHoct "MIkoHOMUKa U
ynpasiienne (MHIycTpus)", npodecroHanHo HanpasieHue 3.7 AAMUHUCTpALIMS
U ylhpaBlieHHue, 00JacT Ha Bucile oOpa3oBanue 3. ColMallHM, CTOMAHCKUA U
npaBHU Hayku Ha Panoctnna Emunosa FOnesa-UyuynaiiHa.

Codus, 17.01.2022 r. IMoamuc: ......eieiiinenn.
/mpod. n-p M. Ky3zmanosa/



EXPERT OPINION

From: Prof. Dr. Mariana Toneva Kuzmanova,
University of National and World Economy, Sofia
Scientific specialty "Management"

Subject: dissertation for the award of educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the
scientific specialty "Economics and Management (Industry)", professional field 3.7
Administration and Management, field of higher education 3. Social, economic and
legal sciences.

Author of the dissertation: Radostina Emilova Yuleva-Chuchulayna
Topic of the dissertation: "Innovation as a factor in increasing the competitiveness of small
and medium enterprises"

Grounds for presenting the expert opinion: participation in the composition of the scientific
jury for the defense of the dissertation according to the Order of the Rector of SWU "Neofit
Rilski" - Blagoevgrad Ne 3160/ 16.12.2021

1. Information about the Phd Student.
Radostina Emilova Yuleva-Chuchulayna studied for a doctoral program at
SWU "Neofit Rilski" in the period 2018 - 2021. She has extensive professional
experience, including as a part-time lecturer at the university.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation

The dissertation is developed in a content of 310 pages. The structure
includes an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, references (218 sources)
and appendices.

The topic of the dissertation is dedicated to increasing the competitiveness
of small and medium enterprises by accelerating innovation and digitalization.
Thus, opportunities are sought to assess the impact of innovation on the
competitiveness of small and medium enterprises, as well as to study the
relationship between digitalization, innovation and innovation activity of small
and medium enterprises in Bulgaria.

The introduction substantiates the relevance and significance for
management theory and practice of the studied issues. The strategic place of
small and medium enterprises in the country's economy is emphasized. Further



in the introduction, the object, the subject, the scientific thesis, the goal and the
related research tasks are defined (p. 7). The scientific thesis formulated by the
author of the dissertation research is as follows: "Innovation plays a major role
In increasing the competitiveness and competitive advantage of small and
medium enterprises, and this necessitates managers to implement strategies to
Increase innovation activity based on digitalization.” (page 7)

In the dissertation work various research methods are used: the method of
analysis and synthesis, comparative method, method of observation,
guestionnaire method, regression and correlation analyzes, etc. For this purpose,
a rich database of statistical data published by the NSI was used, as well as the
results of an author's survey and others. The period of analysis is 2016 - 2020,
including the crisis processes in 2020 and 2021, related to the influence of
Covid-19.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results

The first chapter of the dissertation is devoted to the theoretical and
methodological foundations of innovation and innovation activity of small and
medium enterprises. For this purpose, a large content of literature sources
related to the topic has been studied, and the theoretical approaches in the study
of innovation and innovation activity have been systematized. An author's
classification of innovations is proposed and the peculiarities of the innovation
activity of small and medium enterprises are thoroughly studied.

The second chapter is devoted to the competition and competitiveness of
small and medium enterprises. A critical analysis of the main theoretical
statements related to competition, competitiveness and the factors influencing
it. At the center of the exhibition are current issues in the field of competitive
advantages and competitive strategies of the enterprise. A special place in the
exhibition is given to the impact of innovation to increase the competitiveness
of small and medium enterprises.

The third chapter of the dissertation is practical. It is entitled: "The role
of innovation activity of small and medium enterprises in Bulgaria to increase
their competitiveness." Based on a variety of statistical information, the
characteristics of small and medium-sized enterprises in terms of strengths and
weaknesses, opportunities and threats are presented. A research methodology
has been proposed and on this basis an assessment of the innovation activity of



small and medium enterprises with an emphasis on digitalization has been
conducted. The conducted survey and the model developed by the author for
Increasing the competitiveness of SMEs by increasing the innovation activity
on the basis of digitalization deserve high praise.

Thanks to the rich theoretical training, the doctoral student adequately
defends her critical views related to the researched issues and demonstrates
wide information and normative awareness. These skills help her to achieve the
set goal and successfully solve research tasks. On this basis, it can be concluded
that the research thesis is proven in a definite way.

The peer-reviewed dissertation has a logically correctly constructed
structure. The development solves a current problem of great practical
importance related to innovation as a factor in increasing the competitiveness of
small and medium enterprises. Given the type, volume and form of the
dissertation research of Radostina Emilova Yuleva-Chuchulayna, it must be
concluded that it meets the general requirements of Art. 27, para. 2 of the Rules
on the Implementation of the LDASRB

4. Evaluation of scientific and scientific-applied contributions
| accept the mentioned scientific and scientific-applied contributions,
namely:

1) On the basis of a summary, systematization and enrichment of scientific
views on innovation, the main definitions, classifications, stages and
characteristics of innovation and the innovation process of small and
medium enterprises are derived.

2) The basic theoretical concepts of competition and competitiveness are
derived and summarized, substantiating the relationship between
innovation, innovation activity and competitiveness of small and medium
enterprises.

3) A methodology has been developed and an analysis and assessment of
the impact of innovation and innovation activity on the competitiveness
of small and medium enterprises in Bulgaria have been made.

4) The level of digitalization of small and medium enterprises in Bulgaria
and the relationship between digitalization, innovation and innovation
activity of SME’s in Bulgaria have been studied and established.



5) A model has been developed to increase the competitiveness of small and
medium enterprises by increasing innovation activity on the basis of
digitalization.

5. Evaluation of the dissertation publications
Eight publications on the topic of the dissertation were presented, one of
which was co-authored. They reflect essential aspects of the peer-reviewed
dissertation.

6. Evaluation of the abstract
The abstract has been developed in accordance with accepted standards.
It’s structure and content reflect the results achieved by the author in the
dissertation.

7. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions
| recommend Radostina Emilova Yuleva-Chuchulayna to deepen her
research in the field of competitiveness in view of the intensive crisis processes
in recent years, as these issues are a serious factor in stimulating the
development of modern enterprises.

8. Conclusion

The dissertation of Radostina Emilova Yuleva-Chuchulayna with topic
“Innovation as a factor in increasing the competitiveness of small and medium
enterprises” confirms the author's skills to conduct in-depth research on current
and important issues in Bulgarian practice related to increasing the
competitiveness of small and medium enterprises. medium-sized enterprises.

This gives me reason to fully support the award of the educational and
scientific degree "Doctor" in "Economics and Management (Industry)",
professional field 3.7 Administration and Management, Higher Education 3.
Social, Economic and Legal Sciences of Radostina Emilova Yuleva -
Chuchulayna.

Sofia, 17.01.2022. Signature: .......cceeveevvieeennnn
[Prof. Dr. M. Kuzmanova/



