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I. O0ma onenka Ha KaHaAMAATA

Pagoctuna IOneBa - UyuynaiiHa € JOKTOpaHT B peioBHa ¢popMa Ha oOyueHue 1o
JOKTOpCKa nporpama MkoHoMuKa U yripaBiieHue (MHIYCTpusi) B KaTeapa ,,MeHUIKMbHT
n Mapketunr B Cromanckus ¢akynrer Ha HO3Y “H. Puncku” - brnaroesrpan.
[IpencraBeHusT OUCEPTAIMOHEH TPy W CBBP3aHUTE C HEro MyONHMKAaluy JaBaT
OCHOBaHHE Jla c€ HampaBHM OOOCHOBaHMS M3BOJ, Y€ OT €AHAa CTpaHa, JOKTOPAHTBHT
IpPUTEXaBa JIOCTATbUYHM M 3aJbJIOOYEHU TEOPETUUYHM 3HAHUSA M T03HABa B JIETAlIM
npobiemMaTukara, IMOCTaBeHa Ha pas3TJekIaHe B IMCEPTALMOHHUS TPyI U, OT Jpyra
CTpaHa, pas3mojara ¢ HEOOXOAMMHS KalalUTeT 3a MPOBEXKIAHE HAa CAMOCTOSTEITHH
HAayYHM U3CJeBaHUsA. 3a TIOCTUIaHETO HAa  HAyYHUTE W MPUIIOKHHU Pe3yITaTH
CBIIECTBEHO 3HAaueHHE UMa M (aKThT, Y€ B TEepHoJa Ha JOKTOpaHTypaTa CH TOW e

XOHOpPYBaH IpenojaBarell B Karenpa ,,MeHUHKMBHT U MapKETHHT .

I1. O6ma xapakTepuCTHKA HA JMCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA



B®B (okyca Ha qucepTallMOHHUA TPYJ € MOCTABEH MHOI'O Ba)XKEH U aKTyaJIeH 3a
MKOHOMHYECKOTO pa3BUTHE Ha CTpaHaTa MpoOJieM, CBbP3aH ¢ MHOBALMHUTE KaTO (akTop
3a MOBHIIABaHE HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha MAaJKHUTE W cpeaHu npeanpustus. C
orJieJi Ha 3HAYCHHWETO HA TE3W MPeNnpuaTds KaTo (akTop 3a yCKOpsBaHE Ha
MKOHOMHYECKHUS PACTeX B bbiarapus 3HauMMOCTTa Ha TO3M BBIIPOC II€ HapacTBa BCE
nopeye M B Objeme. B oOm migaH wu3cielBaHETO ce IOCTaBd B KOHTEKCTa Ha
3abpJI00UYEHUS] aHAJIM3 Ha B3aUMHATa BpPb3Ka M 3aBUCHMOCT MEXJy HHOBAIUUTE H
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa  Ha  HpPEANpusATHiATa. B CTPYKTypHO  OTHOLICHHE
JIUCEPTALMOHHUAT TPYZA € JOIMYECKU H3JbpXKaH - BKJIKOYBA YBOJ, M3JI0)KEHUE B TPHU
TJIaBU, 3aKIIOUYEHHE W JIUTEpaTypHH HM3TOYHUIM B 00m obem ot 312 cranmaptHu
TEKCTOBH CTpaHMud. KbM mucepTannoHHUs Tpyd uma 6 mpuioxenus B obem ot 17
crpanunu. B Tekcra ca BriaroueHu 32 tabmuiy, 80 ¢urypu, a B mpuimoxkenusra - 20
TaOJIUIIN.

B nucepranusra xopekTHO ce pedepupa kbM 218 nurepaTypHH H3TOYHHKA,
BKJIIOYBAIM HAYYHU TPYJOBE M IYOJUKAIMK HAa OBITApCKA U YYXKAECTPaHHU aBTOPH,
HOPMATHBHU JOKYMEHTH, CTpaTerud u Jp. JOKTOPaHTBHT 3aIbJIOOYCHO € POy,
cUCTeMaTU3Mpall U aHAJIM3Upall JOCTaThYHA 0 00eM 1 00XBaT Juteparypa. M3non3BaHu
ca M CTaTUCTHYECKH JaHHM, myonukyBaHu oT HCH; aHaiuTHYHM JOKJIagu Ha
MUuHHCTEPCTBOTO HA UKOHOMHUKATA; aHAJIMTUYHH MaTepuanu Ha EBponeiickara KOMUCHs;
€BPOIEHCKY U HAllMOHAJIHU CTPAaTEerMYeCcKy JOKYMEHTH 3a nporpamuute nepuoan 2020 u
2030 roamHa; pe3yiaTaTH OT HM3BBPUIEHW OT JOKTOpAaHTa AaHKETHH IMPOYUYBAaHUS Cpel
MEHWJUKbPH HAa MaJKd U CPEAHM NpEANpHsATHS Ha TepuTopusta Ha bearapus. Tosa
JOTIPUHACS 32 MIOCTUTAHE Ha MOCTaBEHUTE LEJN U 33/1a4H Ha M3CIICABAHETO.

OO0eKTBT, MpeAMETHT, OCHOBHATA HAayYHA T€3a M IIEITa Ha TUCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPY/L
ca ompeJesieHu MpaBuiHO. JlepuHupaHuTe 3aauu NMPOM3TUYAT OT MOCTaBeHaTa LeNl U
TAXHOTO pellaBaHe OW MO3BOJWIO HEWHOTO mocTuraHe. POpMyIHpaHUTE OCHOBHHU
W3CIIEIOBATENICKH 3aJ]add HAacOoYyBaT BHHUMAHHETO KBM OCHOBHHUTE TEOPETHYHH U
MPAKTUYECKH BBIPOCH B TIpeMETHATa 00J1aCT Ha TUCEPTALIUATA.

N3cnenBaHeTo € METOAUYECKH M3AbpKaHO. M3Mmon3BaHUTE B AMCEPTALMOHHOTO
u3cieBaHe METO/IM 3a MU3ydaBaHe Ha mpobiema ca peraeBaHTHU. KopekTHO ca mocoueHu

OTrpaHUYEHUSITA HA IPOYUYBAHETO U 3aTPYIHEHUSATA, IPEJ KOUTO TO € OMIIO U3IPABEHO.



Kato msu10 qucepTaiimoOHHHAT TPy C€ OTINYaBa ChbC 3abJIO0OYCHOCT U U3yYaBaHE
Ha Mpo0JIeMUTE B TAXHATA JIOTHYHA ITOCJIEI0BATEIHOCT, B3aMMHA BPb3Ka U 3aBUCUMOCT.

CuuraM, 4ye C IOCOYECHHUTE XAPaKTEPUCTUKHU JUCEPTALUOHHUAT TPYH € €llHa
3aBBpIIICHA HayYyHa pa3paboTKa, 00XBalialia B KOMIJICKC TECOPETHYHUTE, METOTUYECKUTE

1 HAYYHO-IIPHUJIOXXHUTE BBIIPOCHU HA IIPOBCACHOTO OT JOKTOpPAHTA U3CJIICABAHE.

I1l. Chabpxanue HA TMCEPTAMOHHUS TPY]A

B nBmpBa rnaBa Ha paspaboTkara ca MPENCTAaBeHH TEOPETHKO -
METOA0JIOIMYECKUTE BBIIPOCU CBBbP3aHU C MHOBALMUTE U MHOBALIMOHHATA aKTUBHOCT Ha
MCII B bwarapus. IIpaBmiiHO € 3amo4HaTo CbC 3aAbI00YEH W OOCTOEH Nperiea Ha
Pa3BUTHETO HA TEOPETUYHUTE MTOJIXOIU 32 U3CIIEABAaHE Ha NHOBALMUTE U NHOBAI[MOHHUTE
neitHoctd. OIeHsBaM TIOJOXHUTEIHO HANPABEHUTE B pe3yiaTar Ha OOCTOWHUS
auteparypeH 0030p o00o00meHun u3Boau. OTheneHo € HEeoOXOJUMOTO BHUMAaHHME Ha
KJacu(uKanusaTa Ha MHOBALIMUTE, KaTo CJIe/IBa Jla Ce OLIEHHU I10 JI0CTOMHCTBO aBTOpOBATa
cucremarnzanus Ha uHoBauuute (Tabmuma 1.2.10.). BaxHo 3HAaYeHHE BBB BpPB3KA C
npobiemMa, BbpXy KOWTO € (POKYCHpaH TUCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPY/I, UMa U aKIEHTHT, TOCTABEH
BbPXY OCOOCHOCTHTE Ha HMHOBALMOHHMS HpPOLEC M HHOBAallMOHHATa AaKTUBHOCT Ha
MAJIKUTE U CPEHU IIPENIIPUSITHS.

Bropa riaBa e mocBereHa Ha BBIPOCUTE, CBBP3aHUM C KOHKYPEHLHATA U
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha MaJIKUTE U CPeAHU Npeanpuatus B bearapus. M3cnensanu
U H3SICHEHH Ca OCHOBHUTE TEOPETHYHM IIOCTAaHOBKM 3a KOHKYpEHIUATa U
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa, (DaKTOpUTE, BIUSCIIM BBbPXY KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA,
CBIIHOCTTa M XapaKTEPUCTHUKUTE HAa KOHKYPEHTHUTE MPEIUMCTBA M KOHKYPEHTHUTE
cTpaTteruu Ha mnpeanpustueTo. OneHsBaM MOJOXKHUTEIHO, B KOHTEKCTa Ha Temara Ha
JUcepTalusaTa U MOCTAaBEHUAT aKLIEHT BbPXY BJIHMAHHETO HA MHOBALMUTE 33 IIOBUILIABAHE
Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha MAJIKUTE M CpPEIHM NPEINpusiTHs U O0COOEHO
HaIpaBeHHUTE B TO3U Maparpad OCHOBHU U3BOJIH.

B Tpera rnaBa e mpencTtaBeHO EMIUPUYHOTO MPOYUBAHE HACOYEHO KbM
n3cieaBaHe Ha HHOBAaMOHHOTO pa3BuThe Ha MCII B bwarapus. IIpaBunHo € 3anouHaTo
C IpeJCTaBsHE Ha 0OCTOMHA, MOJKPENeHa ¢ KOJIWYECTBEHU JaHHM, XapaKTEepPUCTHKA Ha

MaJIKUTE U CPEJIHU MPEANpHUSATHS B CTpaHara, KoATO € 0000IeHa B aleKBaTHU M3BOJIU.



[IpencraBeHa e u3nos3BaHaTa 3a IeJIMTE HA M3CIEIBAHETO METOAMKA M pa3paboTeHaTa
METOAMYECKA PAMKA, KOUTO OLIEHSIBAM KaTO NOAXOASIIN. Ta3n METOMKa € MPUJI0KEeHA 3a
OLICHSBAaHE HAa WHOBALMOHHOTO pa3BUTHUE HA MAJIKUTE U CPEIHU MPEINpUITHS B
boearapus. 3a nenra e HalpaBeHO aHKETHO MpoydBaHe cpell MeHuxbpu Ha MCII, upes
pa3zpaboTeHa OT JOKTOpaHTa aHKeTHa kapra. B pesynrar Ha aHanuza, npouibT Ha
AHKETHUPAHUTE NPEANPUATHS € XapaKTepHU3UpaH CIOPEd TAXHOTO MECTOHAXOXIACHHE,
Opos Ha 3aeTuUTe JMIA, BHJIA Ha JEHHOCTTA, Na3apuTe, WHOBAIMUTE, HUBOTO HA
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT | T. H. Ha 6a3a Ha momyueHuTe pe3yiTaTi ca HalpaBeH! IICHHH,
MMaIllld XapakTep Ha HOBOCTH, u3BoaM. (CunraM, 4e 3acily’kaBa BHCOKA OLEHKa
UICHTU(QUIMPAHETO U M3CJIEIBAaHETO HA OCHOBHU (haKTOpH, OOyCIaBAIIN PEIICHUETO Ha
MCII B bwarapus na BbBeXIAT MHOBAIMHM, KAKTO M KOJMYECTBEHOTO OLICHSBaHE Ha
CTENEHTa Ha 3HAYMMOCT Ha Te3u (pakTopu. ChIIECTBEHO NPUHOCHO 3HAYEHHE B Ta3u
rJlaBa UMa M OMpeJIeNITHETO Ha (DAKTOPHUTE, KOUTO 3aTPyJHSIBAT MHOBAIMOHHATA EHHOCT
Ha MCII B bbarapust u uamMepBaHeTo Ha TAXHOTO BiMsHUE. B mpsika Bpb3Ka C TeMara u
Te3aTa Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYyA € U U3BBPIICHUAT 33AbJI00YEH aHalu3 Ha
KoHKypeHTocnnocooHoctra Ha MCII B bbarapus m Ha 3HaueHHETO Ha MHOBALMUTE 3a
TAXHATa KOHKypeHTocmocoOHOCT. M3BeneHu u oleHeHU ca (aKTOpUTE OIpeAessaiIu
HapacTBaHETO Ha KOHKypeHTocrmocoOoHocrra Ha MCII B bwarapus u OCHOBHUTE
KOHKYPEHTHH TMpeAuMcTBa Ha Te3u npeanpustus. OneHsBaM MOJOXHUTETHO U
MPEIOKEHUAT MOJEN 3a MNOBHIAaBaHE Ha KOHKypeHTocrnocoOHoctta Ha MCII upes
yBEJINYaBaHE HA NHOBAIL[MOHHATA aKTUBHOCT HA OCHOBAaTa Ha JUTUTAIU3aLMs.

B 3aki0ueHneTo Ha pa3paboTkaTa € HalmpaBeHO 0000IeHNe Ha Pe3YyNTaTUTE OT
MIPOBEEHOTO TMpoyuBaHe. DOpPMyIUpPAHU ca CHUHTE3UPAaHU OCHOBHU U3BOJIU OT

PECATU3UPAHOTO B HACTOAIIHNA AUCCPTANMOHCH TPYJ U3CJICABAHC.

IV. Ouenka Ha HayYHHTe M TPAKTHYECKH Pe3yJTAaTH U TPHHOCH HA
AUCEPTANUOHHUSA TPY

JIoKTOpaHTHT € GopMynHpan S MPUHOCA, KOUTO Pa3KpUBAT HAMPABEHOTO B
JTUCepPTAllMOHHUS TpyA. Te ca TOYHO OmpeAesieHd M OTpa3siBaT MPaBUIHO IMOCTUTHATUTE
Hay4YHH U NPUJIOKHU pe3ynaTaT. [IpuHocuTe ce chabpKaT B JUCEPTALUOHHUS TPYI U TH

npueMaM M3LAI0.



HeobxonnMo e na ce orOenexu, 4e pas3rNIekKAaHUAT B JAUCEPTALMOHHUS TPy
Ipo0JIeM 3a MHOBALMUTE KAaTO (DaKTOp 3a MOBUIIABAHE HA KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha
MAJIKUTC U CPCIAHU MPECANPHUATUA € HCAOCTATHYHO 3aCTHIICH B HAy4YHATA JIUTCPATypa U
CTOIaHCKara npakTuka. [lopaau ToBa MOXKe /1a ce CUnTa, Y€ JOKTOPAHTHT € JOIPUHECHI
ChC CBOS TPYZA 3a TEOPETMYHOTO MY M3SICHSBaHE M oOoraTsBaHe U 3a pa3KpUBaHE U
pa3BUTHE HA MPAKTUKO-NIPUIOKHUTE MY ACIIEKTH.

Panoctuna FOnesa - UyuynaiiHa € ycIisul ja IOCTUTHE IIOCTABEHUTE LI U 33]1a4U
U J1a IOKa)Ke U3JUrHaTara u3cieloBaTelcKa Te3a.

JlMcepTalMOHHUAT TPYA € CaMOCTOsATeNIHA pa3paboTKa ¢ BUCOKA HayYHa CTOMHOCT
U TpakTuyecka 3HauuMocT. IloctaBeHMAT B Hero mnpoOieM pa3KpuBa HO-HATAThIIHU

BB3MOXKHOCTH 3a 3aJ1bJI00YaBaHe Ha U3CICI0BATSICKATA ICHHOCT.

V. lly0amnkanum, CBbpP3aHH ¢ AMCEPTALUOHHUSA TPYA

Pesynrature OT CBBp3aHUTE C TUCEPTALIMOHHUSA TPYJ MPOOJIEMH ca MPEICTaBEHU
B 8 myOyMKanuy B CieUaIM3UPaHA HAYYHU U3aHUs, OT KOUTO / ca CAMOCTOSITEITHH. |€
OTpa3sBaT CHUIECTBEHH YEPTH HA JUCEPTALUOHHMS TpPyHA, C KOETO € OCHUrypeHa
Heo0XoAuMaTa MyOJUMYHOCT Ha MOCTUTHATUTE pe3yinTaTd. bposT Ha myOnukauuute U
Y4acCTHETO HA JOKTOPAHTA B TAX M3IIBIHIBAT MUHUMAIHUTE HALlMOHAIHHU U3UCKBAHUS 32

npunoouBaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTeaHaTa U Hay4yHa CTEIIEH ,,JJOKTOP .

VI. ABTopedepaT u cipaBka 3a NPUHOCUTE
PazpabotenusT aBropedepar OTroBaps Ha U3UCKBaHHUATA U ChOTBETCTBA TOUHO HA
ChJIbP’KaHUETO Ha JucepTaluoHHus TpyA. CripaBkara 3a MPUHOCUTE KOPEKTHO OTpa3siBa

IMOCTUIKCHHUATA HA JOKTOPAHTA.

VII. KpuTnunm 0eJiesKKH U NpenopbKH

KeMm AOKTOpaHTa Morat ga 6’B)IaT OTIIPaBCHU HAKOW KPUTUYHU O€JIEXKKH KaKTO
cliesiBa:

1. Heo6xonuMo € o1ie mo-sSCHO M KaTeTOPUYHO MoJ4YepTaBaHe Ha COOCTBEHOTO
MHEHHE 0 HAKOU TEOPETHYHH MPOoOJIEeMH U 3aCUIBaHE HA KPUTUYHOCTTA Ha aHAIM3a MIPH

PA3TrICKIAHETO HAa CTAaHOBUIIIATa HA ITPEACTABCHUTE aBTOPH.



2. bu Morno jga ce u3BeAAT MO-KOHKPETHU M IIEJIEHACOYCHH, OCHOBAHU Ha
pe3yATaTUTe OT EMIIMPUYHOTO U3CIIE/IBaHE, MPEMNOPHKU 3a MOBUIIABAHE, YpE3 YCKOPEHO
WHOBAIIMOHHO pa3BHUTHE, HA KOHKYpeHTocnocooHocTTa Ha MCII B brarapus.

K®M nokTopanta morar ga ObJaT OTHPaBEHH M HAKOW IPENOPHKH BBB BPB3Ka C
Obaemara My padbora:

1. M3xoxaiiku oT TOBa, Y€ TeMaTa Ha JUCEPTAMOHHUS TPY/l € 3HaUMMa U 3acsira
MHOTO aKTyaJIeH HayYyHO-IPUJIOXKEH MpoOieM cuuTam, Y€ TOM OM Npeau3BUKAN I0-
HIMPOK HayuyeH uHTepec. [lopaau Ta3u npuunHa npenopbyBaM MOJYyUYEHUTE pe3yiTaTu 1a
ce MOMyJsApU3upaT B HAYYHU HU3JaHus, peepupaHu U UHACKCUPAHU B CBETOBHOU3BECTHH
0a3u JaHHU, KAKTO U JUCEPTAIMOHHUAT TPY/, ClIe]] EBEHTYaTHH JAOIMBIHEHUS, 10padoTKa
U T. H. 1a ObJie myOIMKyBaH KaTo MOHOrpagusl.

2. bu moryio na ce mpoabJDKaT M 3aAbiI00YaT M3CIEABaHUATA MO IpodiieMa,
CBbpP3aH C BB3MOXKHOCTHTE 3a  IIOBUIIABaHE, B KOHTEKCTa HA WMHOBAIIMUTE, Ha
KoHKypeHTocnocoonoctra Ha MCII B bbarapus ¢ ornes Ha HeroBaTa MHOTOCTPaHHOCT U
rojsiMa MKOHOMUYecKa U 001eCTBEHa 3HAYUMOCT.

OtnpaBeHUTEe KPUTUYHU OEJEKKHU U MPENOpbKUM HE HaMmaysBaT CTOWHOCTTa U
Hay4YHO-IIPWJIOKHOTO 3HAUYEHHE Ha AUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPYA U MOCOYEHUTE MPUHOCH Ha

nokropaHnt Pagoctuna FOnesa - Uyuynaiina.

VIII. 3aknouenune

[IpencraBeHusT AucepTalMoOHEH TpyJ Ha Tema: ,,JlHoBauuuTe KaTo (hakTtop 3a
MOBMIIIABaHE HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTAa HAa MAJIKUTE U CPEIHU IMPEeNnpUaTUs™ € B
CbOTBETCTBUE C M3MCKBaHUATAa Ha 3aKOHA 3a Pa3BUTHETO HA aKaJEMHUYHUS CHCTaB B
PenyOnuka bwarapust, [IpaBuinHuka 3a HEroOBOTO NMpuiaraie U BbrpemHure mpasuiia 3a
pa3BuTHe Ha akagemMuuyHus cberaB B FO3Y "Heodur Puicku". JIoKTOpaHTHT moKpuBa
MOCTaBEHUTE  MHHHMMAJIHM  HAlMOHAJIHM  W3UCKBAaHUS 3a  NpuUIoOMBaHe  Ha
oOpasoBarenHaTa U Hay4yHa CTETEH ,,JJOKTOp . B 3akitoueHne cuntam, 4e mpecTaBeHara
3a 3aIMTa JucepTalys MpuTekaBa HEOOXOJUMHUTE HAYYHH KauecTBa U CHOTBETCTBA Ha
M3MCKBAHUATA 3a IPUCHKIaHE Ha 00pa3oBaTeIHaTa U Hay4qHa CTETeH “IOKTop” .

Wmaiiky npenBuj HaydHUTE NMPUHOCH, 33bJIOOUYEHUTE M3CIEIBAHUSA, BUCOKOTO

Kau€CTBO W HAYYHO-IIPUJIIOKHATA 3HAYMMOCT Ha AWCCPTAIUOHHHA TPYO HU3passgaBamMm



CBOETO IOJIOKUTEITHO CTAHOBUIIIE U MpejiaraM Ha MOYMTaeMOTO HaY4YHO KypH Jla B3eMe
pellieHHE 3a NMPHUCHAKJAAHE HA 00pa3oBaTe/JHATA M HAy4YHAa CTeleH “IOKTop” 10
Hay4yHaTa cCHenuaiHocT MKoHOMHKa W yImpaBiieHHE (MHAYCTpHS), NPOo(HEecCHOHATHO
HanpasiieHue 3.7. AaMmuHucTpanusi U ynpasieHue Ha Panoctuna EmwmioBa FOneBa -

Uyuynalina.

17.01.2022 r. UJjieH Ha HAy4YHOTO XYPH: ............
biaroesrpan /mout. 1-p P. Jlumurposa/
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I. Overall evaluation of the candidate

Radostina Yuleva is a PhD student in the full-time form of education in the
scientific specialty "Economics and Management (Industry)" in the Department of
Management and Marketing at the Faculty of Economics at SWU "N. Rilski”. From the
presented dissertation, as well as from the publications related to it, it can be seen that the
doctoral student has in-depth theoretical knowledge, has the necessary potential and
opportunities for independent research and knows in depth the issues under consideration.
The fact that during his doctoral studies she was a part-time lecturer in the Department of
Management and Marketing is also important for the achievement of scientific and

applied results.

I1. General characteristics of the dissertation

The focus of the dissertation is a very important and relevant for the economic
development of the country problem related to innovation as a factor in increasing the
competitiveness of small and medium enterprises. Given the significance of these

enterprises as a factor in accelerating economic growth in Bulgaria, the importance of this



issue will increase in the future. In general, the study is placed in the context of an in-
depth analysis of the interrelationship and interdependence between innovation and
enterprise competitiveness. Structurally, the dissertation is logically structured - it
includes an introduction, three-chapter presentation, conclusion and literature sources in a
total volume of 312 standard text pages. There are 6 appendices to the dissertation in the
volume of 17 pages. The text includes 32 tables, 80 figures, and the appendices - 20
tables.

The dissertation correctly refers to 218 literary sources, including scientific papers
and publications of Bulgarian and foreign authors, regulations, strategies and more. The
doctoral student has thoroughly studied, systematized and analyzed sufficient literature in
terms of volume and scope. Statistical data published by the NSI were also used as well
analytical reports of the Ministry of Economy, analytical materials of the European
Commission, European and national strategic documents for the programming periods
2020 and 2030, results of surveys conducted by the doctoral student among managers of
small and medium enterprises on the territory of Bulgaria. This contributes to achieving
the goals and objectives of the study.

The object, the subject, the main scientific thesis and the purpose of the
dissertation are correctly defined. The defined tasks derive from the set goal and their
solution would allow its achievement. The formulated main research tasks draw attention
to the main theoretical and practical issues in the subject area of the dissertation.

The research is methodically sound. The methods used in the dissertation research
to study the problem are relevant. The limitations of the study and the difficulties it faced
are correctly stated.

In general, the dissertation is characterized by in-depth study of problems in their
logical sequence, interrelation and dependence.

| believe that with the above characteristics the dissertation is a completed
scientific development, covering in a complex the theoretical, methodological and

scientific-applied issues of the research conducted by the doctoral student.

I11. Content of the dissertation



The first chapter of the study presents the theoretical and methodological issues
related to innovation and innovation activity of SMEs in Bulgaria. It has rightly begun
with an in-depth and thorough review of the development of theoretical approaches to the
study of innovation and innovation activities. | appreciate the generalized conclusions
made as a result of the thorough literature review. The necessary attention is paid to the
classification of innovations, and the author's systematization of innovations should be
assessed with dignity (Table 1.2.10.). The emphasis on the peculiarities of the innovation
process and the innovation activity of small and medium enterprises is also important in
connection with the problem on which the dissertation is focused.

The second chapter is devoted to issues related to competition and
competitiveness of small and medium enterprises in Bulgaria. The main theoretical
statements about competition and competitiveness, the factors influencing
competitiveness, the nature and characteristics of competitive advantages and competitive
strategies of the enterprise are studied and clarified. | appreciate positively the context of
the dissertation topic and the emphasis on the impact of innovation on increasing the
competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises and especially the main
conclusions made in this paragraph.

The third chapter presents the empirical study aimed at studying the innovative
development of SMEs in Bulgaria. It correctly started with the presentation of a
comprehensive, supported by quantitative data, characteristics of small and medium
enterprises in the country, which is summarized in adequate conclusions. The
methodology used for the purposes of the research and the developed methodological
framework are presented, which | evaluate as appropriate. This methodology is applied to
assess the innovative development of small and medium enterprises in Bulgaria. For this
purpose, a survey was conducted among SMEs managers through a questionnaire
developed by the doctoral student. As a result of the analysis, the profile of the surveyed
enterprises is characterized according to their location, number of employees, type of
activity, markets, innovations, level of competitiveness, etc. On the basis of the obtained
results valuable conclusions have been made, having the character of novelties. | believe
that the identification and research of the main factors determining the decision of SMEs

in Bulgaria to introduce innovations, as well as the quantitative assessment of the degree



of importance of these factors deserves high praise. The identification of the factors that
hinder the innovation activity of SMEs in Bulgaria and the measurement of their impact
is also of significant contribution importance in this chapter. The in-depth analysis of the
competitiveness of SMEs in Bulgaria and the importance of innovation for their
competitiveness is directly related to the topic and thesis of the dissertation. The factors
determining the growth of the competitiveness of SMEs in Bulgaria and the main
competitive advantages of these enterprises are derived and assessed. | also appreciate
positively the proposed model for increasing the competitiveness of SMEs by increasing
innovation activity based on digitalization.

In the conclusion of the dissertation a summary of the results of the conducted
research is made. Synthesized main conclusions from the research realized in the present

dissertation are formulated.

IV. Evaluation of the scientific and practical results and contributions of the
dissertation

The doctoral student has formulated 5 contributions that reveal what was done in
the dissertation. They are precisely defined and correctly reflect the achieved scientific
and applied results. The contributions are contained in the dissertation and | accept them
in full.

It is important to point out that the problem considered in the dissertation to reveal
the innovations as a factor in increasing the competitiveness of small and medium
enterprises is insufficiently well studied in the scientific literature and business practice.
The results obtained in the course of the empirical research have the character of
novelties, discovered and formulated by the doctoral student. This gives grounds to
conclude that with his research he has contributed to its clarification and enrichment in
theoretical terms, as well as to its discovery and development in practice.

The doctoral student has managed to achieve the set goals and objectives and to
prove the research thesis.

The dissertation is an independent development with high scientific value and

practical significance. The problem posed in it has the potential to deploy future research.



V. Publications related to the dissertation

The results of the problems related to the dissertation are presented in 8
publications in specialized scientific journals, of which 7 are independent. They reflect
the essential features of the dissertation, which ensures the necessary publicity of the
achieved results. The number of publications and the participation of the doctoral student
in them meet the minimum national requirements for obtaining the educational and

scientific degree "Doctor".

VI. Abstract and reference of the contributions
The developed abstract meets the requirements and corresponds exactly to the
content of the dissertation. The report on the contributions correctly reflects the

achievements of the doctoral student.

VII. Critical remarks and recommendations

Some critical remarks can be made to the PhD student as follows:

1. It is necessary to emphasize even more clearly and categorically one's own
opinion on some theoretical problems and to strengthen the criticality of the analysis
when considering the opinions of the presented authors.

2. More specific and purposeful, based on the results of the empirical research,
recommendations could be made to increase, through accelerated innovation
development, the competitiveness of SMEs in Bulgaria.

I would also like to make some recommendations regarding the future work of the
doctoral student:

1. Based on the fact that the topic of the dissertation is significant and concerns a
very topical scientific-applied problem, | believe that it would arouse wider scientific
interest. For this reason, | recommend that the results obtained be popularized in
scientific journals, referenced and indexed in world-famous databases, as well as the
dissertation, after possible additions, revisions, etc. to be published as a monograph.

2. Research on the problem of opportunities to increase, in the context of
innovation, the competitiveness of SMEs in Bulgaria in view of its versatility and great

economic and social importance could be continued and deepened.



The critical remarks and recommendations made do not reduce the value and the
scientific and applied significance of the dissertation and the indicated contributions of

PhD student Radostina Yuleva - Chuchulayna.

VIII. Conclusion

The presented dissertation on the topic “Innovations as a factor in increasing the
competitiveness of small and medium enterprises” is in accordance with the requirements
of the Act on Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the
Regulations on the Implementation of the Development of Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria Act and the Internal Regulations of the Development of Academic
staff in South-West University "N. Rilski". The doctoral student meets the set national
requirements for obtaining the educational and scientific degree "Doctor". The presented
scientific and applied results, contained in the dissertation, present the doctoral student as
a researcher who has knowledge and skills for independent research in the field of
economics and management of industrial enterprises. For these reasons, | appreciate
positively the dissertation research and propose to the esteemed members of the scientific
jury to decide on awarding the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in Economics
and Management (Industry), professional field 3.7. Administration and Management to

Radostina Emilova Yuleva - Chuchulayna.

17.01.2022 Member of the scientific jury: ...............
Blagoevgrad /Assoc. Prof. Rayna Dimitrova, PhD/



