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1. Nudopmanus 3a nucepranra

JlucepTaHThT ce € oOyuyaBan MO JTOKTOpCKa Mporpama KbM Kareapa ,,MeHMIKMBHT U
MapkeTuHr* kpbM Cromanckus Qaxynrer Ha FOrozanazneH yHusepcurer ,,Heopur Puicku®, mo
JOKTOpcKa mporpamMa — VIKOHOMUKAa M yNpaBI€HUE/MHIYCTpUs/ CTONAHCKO YIIpaBlICHHE.
OOyueHuneTo e OChIIEeCTBEHO B pefoBHA popma oT M. nekemBpu 2018 .

2. OO01a XxapakTepuCTHKA HA NPEACTABEHUS IMCEPTALMOHEH TPYA
2.1.  Cmpyxkmypa u obem na oucepmayuoHHUs mpyo

JlucepTaluoOHHUAT TPy € B 00eM ot 310 craHmapTHH TEKCTOBU CTpaHUIM. TOH BKIIFOUBA
yBOJ, TpHU TJIaBHW, 3akiroueHue u mnpuioxenus (20 tabmumu), 80 ¢urypm u 32 Tabmumm.
W3non3Banata nuteparypa € mpeactaBeHa ot oomo 218 uzrounuka, ot kouto: 149 Ha kupuamnma
u 69 Ha aHTIMiicKY e3uK. [Ipumokenusita ca 6 Ha 6poii B 00eM oT 17 cTpaHHIIH.



JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPYI € JIOTUYECKU M3IbpxaH. Toill ce OTiaMyaBa ChC CPABHUTEIHO
MpaBUJIHA CTPYKTypa U OanaHc MEXIy OTIEIHUTE TPU IJIaBH, KOUTO ca Cbhe cienHus odbem: 102,
66 1 72 craHIapTHU CTPAHUIIH.

[MosnokuTenHa cTpaHa Ha pa3paboTKara ca M3BOAMTE, (OPMYIHUpPAHH B Kpas HA BCAKA OT
rinasute (BK. c. 36-40, ¢. 178-179 u c. 194, 217, 245, 253-257).

2.2. OyeHxa 3a: akmyaiHOCm HA memama, yei, 3aoayu, obekm, npeomem, OCHOBHA Me3d,
UBNON36AHA HAYYHA TUMEPamypa

@dokycupaHeTO Ha BHUMAHUETO BBPXY CBUIHOCTTAa M pOJIsiTA HA MHOBAILMMTE U TAXHATA
BpB3Ka C KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa, HajaraT HeOOXOJMMOCTTa Ja Ce M3Cie/lBa BIMSAHUETO Ha
MHOBALMUTE 3a OBUILIABAHE Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA HA MAJIKUTE M CPEIHU IPEANPUATHS B
bearapyus um Ha Tasu ocHoBa Ja ObAe MpEeAIOKEH MOJAEN 3a I[IOBUIIABaHE Ha
KOHKypeHTocnocooHocTra Ha MCII uype3 yBenuuyaBaHe Ha HMHOBAIMOHHATa AaKTMBHOCT Ha
OCHOBaTa Ha JAWruTanu3anus. B To3uM cMmHChI wu3cienBaHaTa B JUCEPTALMOHHMS TPYJ
pobjeMaTuKa ce OTJIM4aBa ¢ 0COOeHa aKTyaTHOCT U Hay4yHa U MPHJIOKHA 3HAUUMOCT.

JloOpoTo mo3HaBaHe Ha MmpoOjemMa € IMO3BOJIMJIO Ha JOKTOpaHTKara Ja OIpeneiu
IPAaBUIHO IIeNTa, 3a/JauuTe, 00EKTa M IpeaMeTa Ha HaydyHOTO u3cieaBaHe. llenta e nma ce
YCTaHOBU Bpb3KaTa MEXJYy MHOBALMUTE U KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa B CEKTOpA Ha MAJIKUTE U
CPeAHHU MpEeNNpUATHs, 1a C€ U3CIe/IBa U OLICHU BIUSHUETO HAa MHOBAI[MOHHATA aKTUBHOCT BHPXY
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa HAa MAJIKUTE U CPEIHHM NPEANpUATHS U Ja C€ MPEAJIOKU MOAEN 3a
[IOBMIIIABaHE Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Upe3 yBeJIUYaBaHE HA MHOBAIIMOHHATA aKTUBHOCT Ha
OCHOBaTa Ha Jururanu3auus (BX c. 7 Ha JAMCEpTallMOHHUA Tpya). PopMyaupaHu ca NET
U3CJIEeI0BATENICKM 3aJaud. B chOTBETCTBHE C IieNTa ca ONpelesIeHd OOCKThT M NMpeIMEeThT Ha
U3CJIE/IBAHETO.

OcHoBHaTa HayyHa Te€3a Ha JAWUCEpTalMiTa €, Y€ MHOBAllMUTE MMaT rojisiMa pois 3a
MOBUIIIABAHETO HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa M KOHKYPEHTHHMTE MNPEAUMCTBA HA MAJKUTE U
CPEIHU MPEANpUsATHUs, a TOBA MOpaXxaa HE0OOX0IMMOCTTa MEHUKBPUTE J1a TIPUJIAraT CTpaTeruu
3a yBeJIMYaBaHE Ha HMHOBALlMOHHATa aKTMBHOCT Ha OCHOBaTa Ha Jururanusauus (c. / Ha
IMCEPTALMOHHUS TPYN).

IIpoyyena u aHanu3upaHa € rojisiM o0eM Hay4yHa JIMTepaTypa, KOeTO € JONpPUHECIO 3a
3a]IbJI00YEHOTO pa3riexaHe Ha mpobiema. M3roununure ca iUTHPaHU KOPEKTHO.

3. O1eHKa HA MOJyYeHUTE HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TPUJIOKHU Pe3yJITaTH
3.1.  OcrosHu pezynmamu

B nucepranmoHHus TpyA HE ca SICHO OYEPTaHU OCHOBHUTE HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHU
pesyiaratu. M3BeneHu ca TakuBa, CBbP3aHM C PE3YATATH OT MPOBEAECHOTO OT JIOKTOPAHTKATA
AQHKETHO IMIpOYy4YBaHUsA, PA3KPHUBALLM CHCTOSIHUETO HA MAJKUTE W CPEOHU MNPEANPUITHS B
boearapust u Ha THOBAIIMOHHATA UM JIEHHOCT M KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT.

3.2.  Oyenkra Ha U3NON38aHAMA MEMOOOIO2US



3a MOCTUraHETOo Ha LIEJITa U JOKa3BAaHETO Ha OCHOBHATA Te3a M M3AUIHATUTE XUIIOTE3U ca
U3MOJI3BaHU MOAXOMASAIIM METOAM M IMOAXOAUW — METOJ Ha CPAaBHEHUETO, METOJ Ha aHalu3 U
CHHTE3, METOJ Ha HaOJIOJCHUETO, KOHTEHT-aHAIW3, TabjauueH W rpaduvyeH METOHA, aHKETeH
METOJ, METOAU 33 YCTAaHOBSIBAHE HA 3aBUCUMOCTU - PEIPECHOHEH M KOPEJIAlMOHEH aHalU3U.
[Tocouenntre MeTOAM MPEIOCTaBAT HEOOXOJMMHTE BBH3MOXKHOCTH 3a OIIEHKAa M pellaBaHe Ha
U3CJIEeI0BATEIICKUTE 3a0a4H.

B nmucepranmoHHus TpyJ BHUCOKAa OIlEHKAa MOXKE Ja Oble JajeHa Ha TNPUIIOKCHHTE
M3CJIEA0BATEIKM METOAM M TOAXOJW, ThH KAaTO CBHIIUTE Ca OCHOBOIOJIArallld B TEOpHsATA 3a
WHOBAIIMUTE, KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTAa W JUTHTAIM3AIUATA, TMPEJACTaBEHM B TPYAOBETE Ha
KJIACULIMTE U HA PEMIla CbBPEMEHHH UY>KJI€CTPAHHU U OBJITAPCKU aBTOPH.

3.3.  Msnwanenue na nocmasenume yei u 3a0a4u

Wmaiiky mpenBuj W3BEIACHUTE pe3yATaTd TpPU anpodanusATa Ha H3CIEIBAHETO H
HalpaBeHUTE U3BOJM BbB BCSKa €HA OT/ENHA IJlaBa OT pa3paboTkara, MOXeE Ja ce MOCOYH, 4e
nokropanTkara Pagoctuna lOneBa - UyuynaiiHa e ycmsia Aa peanusupa IOCTaBEHUTE B
JUCEPTAlMOHHUS TPYA L€ U 3a/1a4M U Ja 3alUTH HayyHaTa CU Te3a.

4, OuneHka HA HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPHUJIOKHU IPHUHOCH
4.1.  Kpamka oyenka 3a npuHocume, NOCOYEHU OM OUCEPMAHMA

Panoctuna lOneBa - UyuynaitHa e Qopmynupana 5 HaydHH M HAyYHO-TIPUIIOKHU
npuHoca. Te pa3KpuBaT TOYHO NOCTUTHATUTE HAYYHM M NPWIOXKHU pesynraTu. IIpuHocure ca
JIMYHO TIOCTUKEHHE Ha JTOKTOPAHTKATA.

4.2.  OcHOBHU HAYUHU U HAYYHO-NPUTONCHU NPUHOCU

[Ipuemaiiku NOCOUYEHUTE TET HAYYHU U HAyYHO-TIPHIJIOKHU NIPUHOCH, CUUTAM, Y€ 0COOEHO
BaYKHO TEOPETUYHO U MPAKTUYECKO 3HAUEHHE UMa pa3paboTeHaTa METOAMKA U U3BBPLICH aHAIN3
U OLEHKa Ha BIMSHUETO HA HHOBAIMMTE W HHOBALlMOHHATA AKTUBHOCT  BBPXY
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha MAaJKUTe M CcpeAHH mnpeanpusatus B bearapus. Pazpaborenust
MOJIeJT 3a MOBUILABaHE Ha KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTA Ha MAJKUTE M CPEIHU HPEANPUSATHS Upes3
[IOBUILIABAHE HA WHOBALlMOHHATa AKTUBHOCT HAa OCHOBAaTa Ha AUTWTAIM3ALUATa, CBIIO € OT
CBILIECTBEHA 3HAYUMOCT.

S. Ounenka Ha NyOJIMKANMUTE 110 JUCEPTALMATA

Pesynrature OT AMCEPTAlMOHHOTO M3CIE/IBaHE Ca MPEJCTABEHU B OCEM IyOJIMKALUU 110
TeMaTa Ha JAMCEPTAllMOHHUS TPYA, KOUTO OTpa3sBaT CHIIHOCTHU CTPAaHU Ha pasriexjaaHaTa
npo0OieMaTuka — ceieM CTaTHUH U €IUH JI0KJIaJ OT HayyHa KoH(pepeHus. Enna ot myOiaukanuuTe
€ B ChaBTOPCTBO C Hay4YHHUS PHKOBOJIUTEIN HA JUCepTaHTa. Bcuuku myOiuKanum ca Ha aHTJIMHCKU
€3UK, KaTo TpH OT MmyOnuKanuuTe ca B 4yxOuna. [lyOnukanuure ca myoiukyBaHu B pedepupanu
U MH/EKCUpPaHU u31aHus. Te ca JOCTOsSHUE Ha IIUPOK KPBI' OT YATATEIIN.



6. Ounenka Ha aBTopedepara

ABTopedepaTsT € ¢ 06eM oT 34 CTpaHHIM U € U3TOTBEH ChOOpPa3HO M3MCKBaHUATA. oM
pa3KprBa OCHOBHHUTE acleKTH Ha aAucepTanuoHHUS Tpyd. Ha c. 24-25 ce 3abensi3Ba m3MecTBaHe
Ha TekcTa oT ¢urypa Ne 5.

7. Kputnunu 0es1esKKH, NPenopbKU U BbIIPOCH

Kato oreHsiBaM BHCOKO TOCTHUTHATOTO B JIUCEPTAIIMOHHOTO H3CJICABAHE, CUHUTAM 4e
Panoctuna KOnea - Uyuynaiina Ou Moriia Ja IpoAbJDKU U 3a1bJI00YN HAYYHUTE CU U3CIICIBAHMS
B 00JIaCTTa Ha MHOBAIIMUTE ¥ TIOBUIIIABAHETO HA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA HA MAJIKUTE U CPEIHHU
MPEATPUSITHS.

OcHoBHaTa OemnexKa Mo JUCEPTAMOHHUS TPY/ € CBhp3aHa ¢ o¢opmieHuero. B momsa Ha
JOKTOpaHTKaTa, Ou OMio oOpbIaiiku BHUMaHuEe Ha (OpMATHPAHETO HA YACT OT ChABPIKANIUTE Ce
B Jucepranusita urypu (Hamp. Ha c. 46-49, 82-83, 95-97, 100-101, 222-223 u np.). Chiio Taka,
rojsiMa 4acT OT TaOmuIuTe, NpeAuMHO B [JaBa mbpBa € MOMIO Aa OBJAT NpPEACTaBEHH B
MPUJIOKEHNETO. 3a pa3pabOTEeHUST MOJEN 3a IOBUIIaBaHE Ha KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTa Ha
MAJIKUTE ¥ CPEIHH MPEANPUATHS Ype3 NOBHUIIaBaHE HA MHOBAIMOHHATAa aKTUBHOCT HA OCHOBAaTa
Ha TUTHTAIH3auusITa (1uyen npuHoc Ha OoKmopawmkama), O OUIO TIOJOKUTEIHO, CHIIUIT 1a
ObJic anpoOHUpPaH B MPAKTHKATA.

IIperopbuBaM Ha AOKTOpAHTKAaTa Ja HPOABIDKU Jla MyOJIMKyBa pe3yJlTaTHUTE OT CBOU
Hay4YHM HM3CJEJBAaHUS B aBTOPUTETHU UYKIECTpaHHU pedepupaHd M HMHJEKCUPAHU H3/1aHUs,
KOETO O MOnysipu3upano HEWHUTE UIeU B HAyYHUTE CPEIH.

8. 3ak/yeHmne

Pa3paboreHusT aucepTallMOHEH TPy MpUTEXKaBa BHUCOKA CTOMHOCT U OpUTHHAJIEH
Hay4YHO-NIPWIOKEH XapakTep. Toil oTroBaps Ha M3MCKBaHMATA 32 CAMOCTOSITENIHO MU3CIIE/IBAHE C
TEOPETUYHH U MPWIOKHU NPUHOCH. ChIabpikKa BaKHU U3CIIEOBATEICKU PE3YJITaTH U KOHKPETHH
UJIeN C TEOPETHYEH U MPAKTUYECKU XapaKTep.

OTunTailki MOJOXXUTEITHUTE KadyecTBa Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA CUMTaM, Y€ TOMU
CHOTBETCTBA HAa M3UCKBAHUATA 3a IPUCHKIaHE HA oOpa3oBaTeHaTa M HayyHa CTEINEeH “JOKTOp” .

Ha ocnoBara Ha 0Oe3cnopHHUTE Hay4yHHM HPUHOCH M ChHIIECTBEHATa HAYYHO-TIPHIIOKHA
3HAYUMOCT Ha JMCEPTALMOHHHS TPyH H3pa3siBaM CBOETO IOJIOKHUTEIHO CTAHOBUIIE M I
rmacyBaMm Ha Pamoctuna EmmnioBa FOneBa - UydynaitHa na Ob1e mpuchaeHa oOpa3oBareHaTa u
Hay4yHa CTEIEH “AOKTOP’ 10 Hay4yHaTa CIELUAIHOCT ,,JIKOHOMUKa U ynpaBieHue (MHAyCTpus)” .

20.01.2022 r. TIOMIUC: oo,

brnaroesrpan /notr. 1-p Credan Y. Kupunos/
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1. Information about the dissertation.

The dissertation student, studied in the doctoral program at the Department of Management
and Marketing at the Faculty of Economics of the Southwestern University "Neofit Rilski", in the
doctoral program - Economics and Management / Industry / Business Administration. The
training has been carried out in regular form since December 2018.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation.
2.1. Structure and volume of the dissertation.

The dissertation consists of 310 standard text pages. It includes an introduction, three
chapters, a conclusion and appendices (20 tables), 80 figures and 32 tables. The literature used is
represented by a total of 218 sources, of which: 149 in Cyrillic and 69 in English. The
applications are 6 in number of 17 pages.

The dissertation is logically sustained. It is characterized by a relatively correct structure
and balance between the three chapters, which have the following volumes: 102, 66 and 72
standard pages.



The positive side of the development is the conclusions formulated at the end of each of
the chapters (see pp. 36-40, pp. 178-179 and pp. 194, 217, 245, 253-257).

2.2. Assessment for: topicality of the topic; purpose; tasks; object; subject; main thesis; used
scientific literature.

Focusing on the nature and role of innovation and it’s relationship to competitiveness,
necessitates to study the impact of innovation to increase the competitiveness of small and
medium enterprises in Bulgaria and on this basis to propose a model for increasing the
competitiveness of SMEs by increasing of innovation activity based on digitalization. In this
sense, the issues studied in the dissertation are particularly relevant and scientific and applied
significance.

Good knowledge of the problem has allowed the doctoral student to correctly determine
the purpose, tasks, object and subject of research. The aim is to establish the link between
innovation and competitiveness in the SME sector, to study and evaluate the impact of innovation
activity on the competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises and to propose a model for
increasing competitiveness by increasing innovation activity on the basis of of digitalization (see
p. 7 of the dissertation). Five research tasks have been formulated. In accordance with the
purpose, the object and the subject of the research are determined.

The main scientific thesis of the dissertation is that innovations play a major role in
increasing the competitiveness and competitive advantages of small and medium enterprises, and
this raises the need for managers to implement strategies to increase innovation activity based on
digitalization (p. 7 of the dissertation).

A large volume of scientific literature has been studied and analyzed, which has
contributed to the in-depth study of the problem. The sources are cited correctly.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results.
3.1. Main results.
The main scientific and applied research results are not clearly outlined in the dissertation.
Those related to the results of the survey conducted by the doctoral student, revealing the state of
small and medium enterprises in Bulgaria and their innovation and competitiveness.

3.2. Evaluation of the used methodology.

Appropriate methods and approaches have been used to achieve the goal and prove the
main thesis and hypotheses - method of comparison, method of analysis and synthesis, method of
observation, content analysis, tabular and graphical method, survey method, methods for
establishing dependencies - regression and correlation analyzes. These methods provide the
necessary opportunities to evaluate and solve research tasks.

In the dissertation high evaluation can be given to the applied research methods and
approaches, as they are fundamental in the theory of innovation, competitiveness and



digitalization, presented in the works of classics and a number of contemporary foreign and
Bulgarian authors.

3.3. Fulfillment of the set goals and tasks.

Having in mind the results of the approbation of the research and the conclusions made in
each chapter of the study, it can be pointed out that the doctoral student Radostina Yuleva -
Chuchulayna managed to realize the goals and objectives set in the dissertation and to defend her
scientific thesis.

4. Evaluation of scientific and scientific-applied contributions.
4.1. Brief assessment of the contributions indicated by the dissertation.
Radostina Yuleva - Chuchulayna has formulated 5 scientific and scientific-applied
contributions. They reveal exactly the achieved scientific and applied results. The contributions
are a personal achievement of the doctoral student.

4.2. Main scientific and applied scientific contributions.

Accepting the above five scientific and scientific-applied contributions, | believe that
especially important theoretical and practical importance is the developed methodology and
analysis and evaluation of the impact of innovation and innovation activity on the
competitiveness of small and medium enterprises in Bulgaria. The developed model for
increasing the competitiveness of small and medium enterprises by increasing the innovation
activity on the basis of digitalization is also essential.

5. Evaluation of the dissertation publications.
The results of the dissertation research are presented in eight publications on the topic of
the dissertation, which reflect the essential aspects of the issue - seven articles and a report from a
scientific conference. One of the publications is co-authored with the research supervisor of the
dissertation. All publications are in English, and three of the publications are abroad. The
publications are published in refereed and indexed editions. They are available to a wide range of
readers.

6. Evaluation of the abstract.
The abstract has a volume of 34 pages and is prepared according to the requirements. He
reveals the main aspects of the dissertation. On pp. 24-25 a shift of the text from figure Ne 5 is
noticed.

7. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions.



Appreciating the achievements in the dissertation research, | believe that Radostina
Yuleva-Chuchulayna could continue and deepen her research in the field of innovation and
increasing the competitiveness of small and medium enterprises.

The main note of the dissertation is related to the layout. In favor of the doctoral student,
it would be paying attention to the formatting of some of the figures contained in the dissertation
(eg on pp. 46-49, 82-83, 95-97, 100-101, 222-223, etc.). Also, most of the tables, mainly in
Chapter One, could be presented in the appendix. For the developed model for increasing the
competitiveness of small and medium enterprises by increasing the innovation activity on the
basis of digitalization (personal contribution of the doctoral student), it would be positive for it to
be tested in practice.

I recommend the PhD student to continue publishing the results of her research in
authoritative foreign peer-reviewed and indexed publications, which would promote her ideas in
the scientific community.

8. Conclusion.
The developed dissertation has a high value and original scientific and applied character.
It meets the requirements for independent research with theoretical and applied contributions. It
contains important research results and specific ideas of theoretical and practical nature.

Taking into account the positive qualities of the dissertation, | believe that it meets the
requirements for awarding the educational and scientific degree "Doctor".

On the basis of the indisputable scientific contributions and the essential scientific and
applied significance of the dissertation | express my positive opinion and | will vote for
Radostina Emilova Yuleva - Chuchulayna to be awarded the educational and scientific degree
"Doctor" in Economics and Management (Industry).

January 20, 2022. Signature: ...
Blagoevgrad /Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stefan Kirilov/



