CTAHOBHUIIE
oT

nou. a-p Karsa ['muesa KaiipsikoBa
BaphueHcku cB0O01eH YHUBEPCUTET ,,YepHopusen Xpaodsp”
Ha

JlucepTaliioHeH Tpy/ 3a NPUCHKIaHe Ha 00pa3oBaTesiHa U Hay4Ha CTEIeH ,,JOKTOp

[Ipodecnonanno nanpasiaenue (mmdsp 8.3 ) ,,My3uKaIIHO U TAHIIOBO MU3KYCTBO’, TOKTOPCKA
nporpama ,,Xopeorpadus’
Jokropant: [lanann MapuenoB ATaHacoB, JOKTOPAaHT KbM Kartezpa ,,Xopeorpadus” Ha
@akynret no u3kycrBara npu Orozananen yausepcurer ,,Heopur Puncku”
Tema: TanuoBara kyJarypa Ha Pasnoxkkara korsioBuHa. [IposiBiieHus u
cnenupuKkn
Hayuen pbkoBoaure: npod. Hukonaii [{Betkos

CTaHOBHUIIIETO € U3TOTBEHO BB3 OocHOBa Ha 3amoBed Ne3 ot 10.01.2022 r. Ha PekTopa

Ha lOro3zamanen ynusepcuret ,,Heoput Puiacku™ OTHOCHO yTBBpKJaBaHE ChCTaB HAa HAYYHO
KYpH W TPEICTaBEHHW OT JOKTOpaHTa TUCEPTAlMOHEH TpPyH, aBTopedepaT, cIpaBKa 3a
IIPUHOCUTE B JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA, NyOIMKalMU M0 TeMaTra Ha JUCEPTAlMOHHUS TPYA, B
cpoTBeTcTBUE ¢ n3uckBanusaTa Ha 3PACPB, [III3PACPD 3a npunobuBane Ha oOpa3zoBaTesiHa
Y Hay4Ha CTEIEH ,,JOKTOP” W Hay4Ha CTEIIEH ,,JJOKTOP Ha HAYKUTE .

I. OBIIA XAPAKTEPUCTHUKA U OHEHKA HA IMCEPTALHMOHHUSA TPY [

Cnen 3aBbplIBaHE Ha CpPeIHOTO cu oOpazoBaHue JlaHaun ATaHacoB MpOJIBIKaBa
cBoeto oOyyenne B IOrozamanen yHuBepcurer ,Heodpur Puicku“ wu mnpuaobusa
KBaJIMpUKaLMs ,, Xopeorpad-nenaror B O6akagaBbpcka CTENEH U ,,MarucTbp KyaTyposior:
clie]l 3aBbplLIBaHE Ha Marucrtbpcka mnporpama ,,KyiaTypHa aHumanus M colyaiv3alnus Ha
KYJITYpHOTO HacielIcTBO“. B mpodecuonanHara cu peanusanusi chbyeTaBa HU3IBIHUTENICKA
JeMHOCT KaTo TaHIbOp B AHCaMOBJ ,, [IMpUH 1 PBHKOBOAMUTEN HA TAHLOBU TPYIH B OOLIMHA
Crpymstau g0 2012 r., a gHec npoabikaBa B o0umHa Pasnor u c. Jloospeko. Toit e cuimHo
MOTHMBHUPAH MJaJl y4€H, C yMEHHE 3a HHTerpUpaHe Ha MPOPECHUOHANEH U3ITbIHUTEICKU OIUT C
PBHKOBOJICTBOTO Ha pazIU4HMU TaHLOBU (opmarnuu. KaTto ppkoBoAMTEN IOKa3Ba 3acUIIEH
MHTEpeC KbM 3ala3BaHe M MOMyJspU3MpaHe Ha MECTHMA IulacT (OJIKIIOpHA KyITypa,
3alo3HaBaHe C AaBTEHTHMYHU OOpa3lM OT COOCTBEHM TEPEHHU IPOy4YBAHMs, H3yyBaHE Ha
TaHIOBU 00pa3iy OT 1siiia bbirapus u pa3paboTBaHETO UM B CLIEHUYHU TAHIIOBH ITOCTAHOBKH.
OOydyeHneTo B JOKTOpaHTypa Cc€ sBSIBa €CTECTBEHO NPOJB/DKEHHE Ha HEroBHUTE
npodeCHOHATHYU U JIMYHU UHTEPECH.

[To ¢dopmanHn moOKa3aTeny JIUCEPTALIMOHHMAT TPYyX HAIbJIHO OTroBaps Ha

M3UCKBAHUATA KbM TaKbB TUIl HAYYHU pa3pado0TKu. Toit € B 06em oT 227 CTpaHHIH, OT KOUTO



174 ocHoBeH TekcT. bubnmorpadckara cripaBka BKIIOYBA 83 3arjiaBusi Ha KUPUJIHIIA - KAKTO
OT IOCJIEHUTE I'OJIMHU, TaKa U 3arjaBusl Ha €IHU OT I'bPBUTE AaBTOPH II0 TEMATHKaTa Ha
JUCEPTAlMOHHHUS TPYA, 27 UHTEPHET U3TOYHHMKA U 78 UMEHA Ha PECIIOHAECHTH OT 18 HaceneHu
Mecta. [lpunokeH € CHUMKOB Marepuall OT TPAAMIMOHHU TMpa3HUIM B Pasnmoxkkara
KOTJIOBHHA U TEKCTOBE Ha MECHHU 3ama3eHu oT ooudas Boguim.

YBoabT 000CHOBaBa aKTYaJIHOCTTA Ha TeMaTa ¢ HEOOXOAUMOCTTA OT MO-BCEOOXBATHO
U 33abJ00YECHO TPOYYBAaHE M aHAIM3MpPAHE HA CHBPEMEHHOTO CBHCTOSHHE HA TAaHIIOBATa
KynTypa Ha Pa3noxkkaTa KOTJI0OBHHA, KOSITO HOCH B ce0e cu 60rato peruoHaiHo pa3HooOpasue
U JoKayHa crienuduka Ha QOJIKIOpHUS TaHIl. {0 TO3M MOMEHT U3CIIEOBATEICKUTE ThPCECHUS
ca HACOYEHU MPEAUMHO KbM MY3HKAIHO-(DOIKIIOpHATAa KyATYpa Ha TO3M Kpail U 3HAUYUTEITHO
MaJIKO MPOYYBAHMS Ha TAHLIUTE OT HAKOU HacesleHn Mecta. CBOsiTa MOTHBHPOBKA 3a U300p Ha
TeMaTa aBTOPBHT OOBBP3BAa YOEOUTENIHO M CHC 3aCHIICHUS HHTEpPEC KbM JIOKAITHUTE
mposiBieHUsT Ha (onkiopHata Tpaauuus OT CTpaHa HAa MECTHOTO HaceleHHue, Ha
n3cie0BaTeNy OT CTpaHaTa U uykOuHa. M3cnenoBarenckara 4acT Ha AUCEPTALIMOHHUSA TPY]
u3jlara IOCJIEJ0OBaTeIHO HETOBUTE 1€, OOeKT, IpeIMeT, 3HAUMMOCT Ha W3CJIEeIBaHuUs
po0JieM, 3a1a4i U XUIIOTE3H.

B nbpBa riaBa Ha qucepranusara Jlanaun AtaHacoB IpaBu oOIla XapaKTepUCTUKA Ha
¢donkiopHarta KyiaTypa B Pasnoxkara KOTJIOBHHA, KAaTro oO4yepTaBa MECTOINOJIOXKEHHUETO,
TEPUTOpHAJIHUS OOXBaT Ha H3CIEABAHMS PErMOH C ONpPENENeHM TIpaHUlKd U 000coOeHU
nojapaiionn. B KOHTeKCTa Ha OCHOBHATa I Ha W3CJIEABAHETO aBTOPBHT 000cO0sBa 1Ba
pailoHa - u3TOYeH W 3amaaeH. M3rounusT obxBama obmuuuTe Skopyna u bemuma c
NpUCHIAPYKHUTE UM 18 cena u 1 maxana u 3amajzieH, KONTO BKJIOuYBa oOmuHUTE Pasznor u
bancko, rp. Joo6punume u 13 cena. Hacenennero B U3TOUHMS pailioH € ¢ Mpeo0dIiaiaBaiio
MIOCIOJIMAHCKO BEpOM3IIOBEIaHNE, a B 3aMaJHU - MPEBEC UMAT ObIATapuTe XpUCTUSHU. Ta3u
pasnuKka B pENMTrHO3HATa MPHUHAUIKHOCT oOQopMs  KaleHJapHaTa OOpeaHOCT W
TPaJAULIMOHHUTE MPA3HULM KAKTO B MHUHAJIOTO, Taka M JaHec. DOKyCchT Ha MPOYyYBAaHE €
MOCTaBEH BBPXY HCTOPUUYECKH CHOUTHS (DOpMUpATIM MHUTPAIMOHHU TPOIECH U TIXHOTO
BIUSHUE BBPXY TPAAMIIMOHHATA TAHI[OBA KYITYypa, NMOCOKUTE HAa B3aMMOJCHCTBHE MEXKIY
MECTHHS ¥ MPUBHECEH TAHIIOB (POJKIIOP M €TAlUTE B PA3BUTHETO Ha (DOJIKIOpHATA KYITYypa.
JIOKTOpaHTHT AEMOHCTpUpPA KAaKTO MHOTO J0oOpa TEOpEeTUYHA OCBEAOMEHOCT, TaKa U yMEHUE
3a aHaM3 ¥ popMyJIHpaHe Ha KOHKPETHU U3BOIH.

Bropa rnaBa mnpezactaBs 3aabi00Y€H MPOYUT HAa TEOPETHMUHU M3CIEIBAaHUS Ha
(GONKIIOpHO-TaHIIOBaTa Tpaauius Ha Pasmokkara KOTIOBMHA, pasMiiekaa TaHIOBaTa

TCPMUHOJIOTUA B €THOXOPCOJIOTHATA, PA3ACHABA CHCI_[I/I(bI/IKI/ITe Ha TaHIOBaTa TCPMHUHOJIOTHA



npu ¢GopMooOpazyBaHeTo Ha Obiarapckus TaHoB (oikiaop. Karo orumra mpomMeHIUBUS
xapakTep Ha (OJKIOpHATA KYATYpa, aBTOPBT apryMeHTHpa HEOOXO0AMMOCTTa OT MO-MaIabHo
W3CIe/IBAaHE C aKIEHT BBPXY (OJKIOPHUS TaHI] BKIIOYBAIIO B ceOe CH MO-TOISIM Opoid
HACEJICHH MECTa, 4acT OT KOUTO KbM TO3M MOMEHT He ca Ouian o0ekT Ha mpoyuBaHe. Cnen
HAMpaBeHOTO Pa3rbpHATO M3CIIEJBaHE Ha crenuduyHaTa TEPMHUHOJIOTHS TOW KOHKPETU3Hpa
TEPMHHHUTE U OCHOBHHUTE MIPUHIIUITA MPH CTPYKTYPHOTO (hopMooOpa3yBaHe, KOUTO IIE MOI3Ba
B HACTOSILIUS TPYIL.

Karo cepmoszeH mpuHOC Ha AucepTalMOHHAaTa pa3paboTka OWX ompeneiuiia TpeTa
riasa ,,OopmooOpazyBaHe M CTPYKTYpHH ocoOeHOCTH Ha TaHIuTre B Pasznoxkara
KOTJIOBMHA®. B TMpPOBEICHUTE MHOXKECTBO TEPEHHH IPOYYBAHUS ABTOPHT H3CIEABA U
aHAIM3Upa HaW-TOJIEMUTE MPA3HUIM OT KYATYpPHUS KaJleHJap Ha KOTJIOBUHATA, KAaTO M3BEXKIa
0000IICHUETO, Y€ B TAX ,,...CA GNIEMEHU eOHOBPEMEHHO mMpaouyusi U CbepemeHHocm. *
HaBcsikblie B mpoy4yBaHUsITa HEHTHP HA W3CIEAOBATEICKOTO BHUMaHUE OCTaBa (POJIKIOPHUS
TaHL, KOWTO ,,...U 8 MUHAIOMO U OHEC OCMABA HeUIMeHHAa dacm om Ouma Ha xopama om
komaosunama.* Cepro3eH MPUHOC CE OYepTaBa XapaKTEpPUCTHUKAaTa M TUIIOJIOTU3alMsITa HA
22 xopa, OoT kKouto 13 3a mBpBH BT ca OOEKT Ha HAYYHO H3CIEJBAaHE, KOATO aBTOPBHT
n3paboTBa Bb3 OCHOBA Ha Ch3JaJieHa cHUcTeMa, Oa3upalia ce Ha HSIKOM OT OCHOBHHTE UM
Oenesu - GyHKIMS, BhHITHA (pOopMa, €THOYACTHH WM JIBYYACTHH, C MPU3HALA HA CTAPUHHOCT
Y ChBPEMEHHHU, XapaKTEepPHU 3a BCSIKA €/IHAa OT Pa3TJIekKIAHUTE TPYIH U XOpa XapaKTEpHH 3a
LSJIOTO HACENIEHUE.

3akmoudTeNHaTa YacT Ha JucepTanusaTa o000IIaBa TMONYy4YEHHUTE pPe3yATaTh U
dhopmynupa KOHKPETHU U3BOIM CBBP3aHU ChC CHEIU(UKUTE U TIPOLIECUTE Ha TpaHchopmarus
M CMECBaHE Ha CTapUHHOCT U CBBPEMEHHOCT BBHB (DOJIKIOPHO-TAHIIOBATa KYyATypa Ha
W3CIIE/IBAHMS PETHUOH.

Il. OBOBIIEHUE HA PE3VYJIITATUTE WU OLHEHKA HA IIPUHOCHUTE HA
JOKTOPAHTA

Hucepranusita Ha [lanaun ATaHacoB € KOPEKTHO pealu3upaH TPYHA, aKTyaleH IIo
ChIIbpKaHue ¢ 0e3CIOpHa TEOPETUYHA U TPUII0KHA CTOWHOCT. ToBa € MbPBH MO POAA CH OTUT
3a JeTallIHO TpOyuBaHE M 3aJbJ0O0YECH aHaIU3 Ha TaHIOBaTa KyinTypa B Paszmoxkara
KOTJIOBUHA. AKIIGHTUTE Ha JUCEPTAlMOHHMS TPYyJd ca NOAO0paHW Ciel MpoyduBaHE Ha
OCHOBHUTE MPOOJIEeMH, YUHTO aHAIIU3 Ce XapaKTEepPU3UpPa ChC 3aAbIO0YEHOCT, JIUYHA MO3ULUS
M 3HAYUMHU 32 €THOXOPEOJOTUYECKaTa TEOpHs M MpaKTUKa W3BOJAM, KOUTO MPOU3THYAT OT
KOHKPETHOTO  M3CJIeIBAHE U OTKPOSIBAT HAYYHH M TPUIIOKHH  MOCTHUKEHUS.

[IpodecoHamHUAT ONMUT Ha JOKTOpaHTa, KAaTro Xopeorpad M pPHKOBOAMTEN Ha TaHIIOBU



cbctaBu B rpan Pasmor u ceno J{oOBpcko, MOMBIHUTENHO OMpPUHACSH 3a OOEKTHBHUS
XapakTep Ha IMOJYyYEHUTE PE3YJITaTH U 3HAYCHHETO MM B CHBPEMEHHMTE MPOSBICHUS Ha
(donKIIOpHAaTa KYJATypa B PETHOHA.
[TonoxxuTenHUTE YepTH HA AUCEPTALIMOHHUAT TPyA Morar Aa ObAar o00OIIeHH B
HSKOJIKO OCHOBHM MOMEHTA:

= Jlorn4yHa u 00yCIIOBeHa OT OCTaBEHATA 1€ CTPYKTypa Ha U3CJIECBAHETO.

=  @DopMUPAHO KOMIIO3UIIMOHHO EIWHCTBO HA OTACITHUTE YacTU OOCAMHEHO OT
oOmiara e.

* Hanuue e 3aabi0oueH M KOMIUIEKCEH aHalU3 Ha TaHIlOBaTa KyiaTypa Ha
Paznoskkara KOTJIOBUHA B KOHTEKCTA Ha JAMCEpTallMOHHATA pa3paboTKa.

* Haii-3HauuMUAT eJIeMEHT Ha JUCEPTALMOHHMS TPy € THIOJOTH3aluara Ha 22
xopa, 13 oT KOUTO 32 MBPBU MBT Ca OOEKT HA HAYYHO U3CJIE/IBAHE .

JIOKTOpaHThT € MOCOYMI TpU MyOJMKallMKd MO TeMara Ha JAMCEPTALMOHHUS TPYI.
HamnpaBenurte myOnukanuu kato Opoil M ChAbpKaHUE HAI'BJIHO OTTOBAPSAT HA M3UCKBAHUSITA
3a JIOIyCKaHe /10 MyOIMyHa 3al1uTa.

ABTtopedepaTsT, B 00eM OT 35 cTpaHHIM, OTpa3siBa OOEKTUBHO M ITBJIHO HErOBOTO
cbhabpkanue. [loAroTBeH € B ChOTBETCTBUE C aKaJAEMUYHUTE HM3UCKBAHUS U AHAIUTUYHO
MpEeACTaBsi OCHOBHUTE MOMEHTH U COOCTBEHHM T€3M B JUCEpPTAllMOHHUA TpyA. Toi oTpassiBa
obema Ha JucepTanusATa KOPEKTHO W TOYHO - KaKTO ChIbp)KaTelHAaTa CTpaHa, Taka |
HaIlpaBeHUTE U3BOAM U HAyYHH NPUHOCH.

IIpenopbuBaM u3nokeHHETO NMa ObAe OPOpMEHO U MYONHMKYBAaHO B MPAKTUYECKO
nocoOue mpeaHa3HAYeHO HE caMmo 3a xopeorpadu W CIEeNHUaTuCTH, a U 32 BCHYKH, KOUTO
MPOSIBABAT MHTEPEC KbM TAHIIOBOTO M3KYCTBO.

I11. 3SAKJIOYEHHUE

N3xoxaailku OT BCUYKO Ka3aHO MO-TOPe M3pa3siBaM CBOSTA MOJIOKHUTEHA OLEHKA 3a
nucepraniionHus Tpya Tanumosara kyJarypa Ha Pasioxkara korioBuna. IIposiBienus u
cnenuuKM ¥ TpeiaraM Ha yBa)KaeMOTO HAay4YHO XKypH Aa Oblae mpuchicHa Ha Jlanawmn
MapuenoB AtaHacoB oOpa3oBaTelHaTa M HayyHa CTemeH ,,Joktop” B IIpodecronanno

Hanpasienue 8.3 ,,My3uKaIHO ¥ TaHIIOBO M3KYCTBO”, JOKTOPCKaA Mporpama ,,Xopeorpapus’”.

04 mapr 2022 1. M3roTBUII CTAHOBULIETO:

rp. Bapna nou. a-p Kars Kaiipskosa



OPINION
From Assoc. Prof. PhD Katya Gineva Kairyakova
Varna Free University ‘Chernorizets Hrabar’

On dissertation for conferment of the educational and scientific degree ‘Doctor’
Professional field (code 8.3) ‘Music and dance art’, doctoral program ‘Choreography’
Danail Marchelov Atanasov, PhD student at the Department of Choreography at the Faculty
of Arts at Southwestern University ‘Neofit Rilski’

Topic: The Dance Culture of the Razlog Valley. Manifestations and Specifics

Scientific adviser: Prof. Nikolay Tsvetkov

The opinion is prepared on the basis of Order Ne 3/10.01.2022 of the Rector of
Southwestern University ‘Neofit Rilski’ on approval of the scientific jury and the presented
by the PhD student dissertation, abstract, reference to the contributions of the dissertation,
publications on the topic of the dissertation work, and in accordance with the requirements of
the Law and the Regulations for its implementation for obtaining the educational and

scientific degree ‘Doctor’.

I. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS AND EVALUATION OF THE DISSERTATION

After graduating from school, Danail Atanasov continued his studies at the
Southwestern University ‘Neofit Rilski’ and obtained a qualification ‘Choreographer-
pedagogue’ with a bachelor’s degree, and ‘Master of Cultural Studies’ after completing the
Master’s program “Cultural Animation and Socialization of Cultural Heritage”. In his
professional career, he combines performing activities as a dancer in Ensemble ‘Pirin’ and
teacher of dance groups in the municipality of Strumyani until 2012, and today continues in
the town of Razlog and the village of Dobarsko. He is a highly motivated young scholar with
the ability to integrate professional performing experience with the leadership of various
dance groups. As a leader, he shows increased interest in preserving and promoting the local
layer of folk culture, getting acquainted with authentic samples from his own field research,
studying dance samples from all over Bulgaria and developing them into stage dance
performances. His doctoral study is a natural continuation of his professional and personal
interests.

According to formal indicators, the dissertation fully meets the requirements for this
type of research. It has a volume of 227 pages, of which 174 are main text. The bibliographic

references include 83 titles in Cyrillic — both from recent years and titles of some of the first



authors on the topic of the dissertation, 27 Internet sources and 78 names of respondents from
18 settlements. Photo material from traditional holidays in the Razlog valley and lyrics of
songs preserved from the custom Vodici are given as an Appendix.

The introduction justifies the relevance of the topic with the need for more
comprehensive and in-depth study and analysis of the current state of dance culture in the
Razlog valley, which carries a rich regional diversity and local specifics of folk dance. So far,
the investigations are focused mainly on the music and folklore culture of this area and quite a
few are the studies on dances from some settlements. The author convincingly connects his
motivation for choosing the topic with the increased interest in the manifestations of the
folklore tradition on the part of the local population, and of scholars from the country and
abroad. The the dissertation consistently presents its purpose, object, subject, significance of
the researched problem, tasks and hypotheses.

In the first chapter of the dissertation, Danail Atanasov makes a general description
of the folklore culture in the Razlog valley, outlining the location and the territorial scope of
the studied region with defined borders and sub-regions. In the context of the main goal of the
study, the author distinguishes two regions — eastern and western. The eastern one covers the
municipalities of Yakoruda and Belitsa with their adjoining 18 villages and 1 neighborhood,
and the western one, which includes the municipalities of Razlog and Bansko, the town of
Dobrinishte and 13 villages. The population in the eastern region is predominantly Muslim,
and in the western predominate Bulgarian Christians. This difference in religious affiliation
shapes the calendar rituals and traditional holidays in both the past and today. The focus of the
research is on historical events that formed migration processes and their impact on traditional
dance culture, the directions of interaction between local and imported dance folklore and the
stages in the development of folk culture. The doctoral student demonstrates both very good
theoretical awareness and ability to analyze and formulate specific conclusions.

The second chapter presents an in-depth reading of theoretical studies on the folk
dance tradition of the Razlog valley, examines dance terminology in ethnochoreology,
explains the specifics of dance terminology in the formation of Bulgarian dance folklore.
Taking into account the changing nature of folk culture, the author argues the need for a larger
study with an emphasis on folk dance, including a larger number of settlements, some of
which have not been yet studied. After an extensive study of the concrete terminology, he
specifies the terms and basic principles of structural formation, which will be used in his

work.



As a serious contribution of the dissertation, | would define the third chapter
“Formation and Structural Features of the Dances in the Razlog Valley”. In his numerous
field studies, the author explores and analyzes the biggest holidays in the cultural calendar of
the valley, summarizing that in them ‘“are intertwined both tradition and modernity”.
Everywhere in the research the focus is the folk dance, which “in the past and today remains
an integral part of the life of the people from the valley”. A significant contribution is the
characterization and typology of 22 dances, 13 of which are the subject of research for the
first time. The author develops the typology on the basis of a created system based on some of
their main features — function, outer form, one-part or two-part, with signs of antiquity and
modern, characteristic of each of the groups, and dances characteristic for the whole
population.

The final part of the dissertation summarizes the results obtained and formulates
concrete conclusions related to the specifics and processes of transformation and mixing of

antiquity and modernity in the folk dance culture of the studied region.

Il. SUMMARY OF THE RESULTS AND EVALUATION OF THE PHD STUDENT’S
CONTRIBUTIONS
Danail Atanasov’s dissertation is a correctly realized work, relevant in content with
indisputable theoretical and applied value. This is the first attempt of its kind for a detailed
study and in-depth analysis of the dance culture in the Razlog valley. The accents in the
dissertation are selected after studying the main problems, whose analysis is characterized by
depth, personal position and significant for ethnochoreological theory and practice
conclusions that arise from specific research and highlight scientific and applied
achievements. The professional experience of the doctoral student as a choreographer and a
leader of dance groups in the town of Razlog and the village of Dobarsko further contributes
to the objective nature of the obtained results and their importance in contemporary
manifestations of folk culture in the region.
The positive features of the dissertation may be summarized in several main points:
= Logical and consistent with the set goal structure of the research.
= Formed compositional unity of the individual parts united by the common goal.
= An in-depth and complex analysis of the dance culture of the Razlog valley is
present in the context of the dissertation.
= The most significant element in the dissertation is the typology of 22 dances, 13

of which are the subject of research for the first time.



The doctoral student has indicated three publications on the topic of the dissertation.
The publications made in terms of number and content fully meet the requirements for
admission to public defense.

The abstract, in a volume of 35 pages, objectively and fully reflects the content of the
work. It is prepared in accordance with the academic requirements and analytically presents
the main points and the author’s theses in the dissertation. It reflects the volume of the
dissertation correctly and accurately — both the content and the conclusions and scientific
contributions.

I recommend the work to be prepared and published as a handbook designed not only
for choreographers and professionals, but also for all readers who are interested in the art of
dance.

1. CONCLUSION

Based on all stated above, | express my positive assessment of the dissertation “Dance
Culture of the Razlog Valley. Manifestations and Specifics” and | propose to the esteemed
scientific jury to confer to Danail Marchelov Atanasov the educational and scientific degree

‘Doctor’ in Professional field 8.3 ‘Music and Dance Arts’, doctoral program ‘Choreography’.

March 4, 2022 The opinion is prepared by:
Varna Assoc. Prof. PhD. Katya Kairyakova



